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1 The Governor should produce clear local 
guidance about procedures for 
identifying prisoners at risk of suicide and 
self-harm and for managing and 
supporting them. In particular, this should 
ensure that reception, first night and 
induction staff, including healthcare staff: 
• Consider all the known risk factors of a 
newly arrived prisoner and share 
information when determining their risk of 
suicide or self-harm. 
• Review a prisoner’s risk when their 
circumstances change. 
• Begin ACCT procedures whenever a 
prisoner has significant risk factors, 
irrespective of their stated intentions. 

Accepted An advice note will be produced for all staff to 
remind them of examples of known risk factors 
which could potentially raise the risk of suicide or 
self-harm for a prisoner. A targeted briefing will also 
be delivered to reception, healthcare and first night 
staff to reiterate these potential risk factors and 
available sources of information to consider when 
assessing a newly received prisoner’s risk of 
suicide and self-harm. This briefing will remind staff 
of the requirement to share at-risk information, for 
example on NOMIS (the electronic prison record), 
along with the reasons for not opening an ACCT. 
 
In addition, the briefing will emphasise the need to 
consider opening an ACCT regardless of a 
prisoner’s stated intention, where staff (including 
healthcare staff) are aware of significant risk 
factors. Local processes ensure that following a 
change in a prisoner’s circumstances, staff will 
consider the prisoner’s risk level and whether an 
ACCT should be opened. 
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2 The Governor should ensure that all newly 
arrived prisoners are appropriately 
supported in a suitable environment. When 
the vulnerable prisoners unit is full, 
appropriate alternative arrangements should 
ensure that vulnerable prisoners 
held elsewhere in the prison have a full 

Accepted It is rare for any vulnerable prisoner to be located 
on any other wing other than the vulnerable 
prisoners unit, and location elsewhere is agreed as 
a last resort when spaces are not available. Where 
a prisoner cannot be located in the vulnerable 
prisoner unit, a new monitoring and regime protocol
introduced on 18 July 2015 will apply, which will 
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regime, equivalent to other prisoners, 
and are checked regularly by a nominated 
officer to ensure their wellbeing. 

advise staff of the need to ensure prisoners receive 
access to the regime, and that there is sufficient 
monitoring of welfare during this period. 

3 The Governor and Head of Healthcare should 
give clear guidance to staff about 
the circumstances in which resuscitation is 
inappropriate. 

Accepted The Head of Healthcare will ensure that staff are 
provided with the guidance that will be issued by 
NOMS.  This has been developed by NHS England 
to support prison and healthcare staff in making a 
decision as to whether or not resuscitation is 
required. The guidance has been taken from the 
European Resuscitation Council Guidelines for 
Resuscitation 2015, which supports current national 
guidance from the British Medical Association and 
Royal College of Nursing.
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