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1 The Head of Healthcare should 
review the use of clinical 
assessment tools used within 
mental health services and 
ensure that all relevant staff are 
trained in the use and 
interpretation of the tools to 
ensure that prisoners are 
offered appropriate treatment 
from a suitably qualified 
member of staff. 

Accepted Refresher training on the interpretation of assessment tool outcomes will be 
provided to all mental health nurses, by a senior nurse from the Yorkshire 
Region, by the end of June 2018.  In addition, all mental health nurses receive 
clinical supervision once a month, to explore their clinical decision making and 
develop skills.  The attendance and compliance with supervision is monitored 
using a service database.   
 
All prisoners are triage assessed using the Generalised Anxiety Disorder scale 
and Patient Health Questionnaire assessment tool.  A self-harm template is 
also used if the need is identified.  Following the daily triage clinic, each patient 
is now discussed at a mental health multi-disciplinary meeting. The triaging 
nurse is required to present cases and outcomes.   This means clinical 
decisions are peer reviewed and scrutinised.  During this meeting every 
defensible decision is recorded on the patient notes for future reference.  If a 
decision is queried or causes concern, a follow up plan will be decided upon 
and actioned.  
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