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1 The Head of Healthcare at HMP 
Wakefield should ensure that when 
prisoners refuse to take critical 
medications: 
 
• a senior member of healthcare 
staff speaks to the prisoner and 
documents this in the medical 
record; 
 
• a medication in-possession risk 
assessment is carried out and the 
outcome is recorded in the medical 
record; and 
 
• the prisoner’s mental capacity is 
assessed and the outcome is 
recorded in the medical record. 

Accepted When a prisoner refuses to take critical medications they are visited by a 

member of the team to ascertain the reasons why they are not complaint, they 

are then added to the multi profession complex case clinic for a multi-

disciplinary discussion. The outcome of this is then fed back to the prisoner and 

they are booked in for follow up if required. Prisoners will be encouraged to 

comply with their medication however if refusal continues they will be asked to 

sign an acknowledgement of the risks that this poses to their health. 

All prisoners have an ‘In-possession’ status, this may be subject to change if the 

prisoners presentation changes. The ‘In-possession’ status is reviewed yearly by 

a pharmacy technician or nurse to ensure on-going governance and safety. 

The mental capacity assessment is embedded in the Medication Compliance 
Local Operating Procedure which is now in practice. Any prisoner refusing to 
comply with their medication is subject to a mental capacity assessment and 
referred to Multi-profession complex case clinics to discuss wider issues that 
may be affecting non-compliance. 

Complete 
 
Head of Healthcare 

2 The Head of Healthcare should 
ensure that weekly welfare checks 
are carried out as agreed. 

Accepted Prisoners who are on welfare checks are added to the Multi profession complex 
case clinic. This takes place weekly to assess the need for continued welfare 
checks and audit those that have taken place. A prisoner may be discussed on 
Multi-profession complex case clinic on a time basis decided to be appropriate 
by the multi-disciplinary team. Daily handover contains a prompt to discuss 
prisoners of concern allowing any urgent matters to be addressed sooner. 

Complete 
 
Head of Healthcare 

3 The Head of Healthcare should 
ensure that prisoners are provided 

Accepted All discharges are discussed and documented in daily handover to ensure a 
multi-disciplinary approach to their onward care; this includes discussions on 

Complete 
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with critical medications before 
their release into the community 
and that this is noted in their 
medical record. 

the provision of critical mediations. Each prisoner being released will attend a 

release appointment, information from this is discussed at daily handover and 
followed up by the assessing nurse. 

Head of Healthcare 

 


