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1 The Head of Healthcare and 
Head of Pharmacy should 
ensure that: 

• regular medication reviews 
are carried out for prisoners 
taking central nervous system 
depressant medications; and 

• all medications are prescribed 
in accordance with national 
guidance (Drug misuse and 
dependence/ UK guidelines on 
clinical management/the orange 
book 2017). 

Accepted Safer Prescribing clinics are to be implemented, which will ensure reviews are 
undertaken on a regular basis for patients on multiple CNS depressant 
medications. 
 
The Head of Healthcare is content that all SMS prescribers have completed 
RCPG 1 and are familiar with the guidelines within the Orange Book. 

Head of 
Healthcare 
February 
2021 

2 The Operational Manager and 

Head of Healthcare should 

agree an information sharing 

protocol so that if staff become 

aware that a prisoner is buying 

or otherwise obtaining illicit, 

prescription or other drugs, they 

are clear on what information 

should be shared and with 

whom. 

 

Accepted The Head of Healthcare and the Operational Manager will meet to draft and 

agree an information sharing protocol in relation to prisoners buying or 

otherwise obtaining illicit, prescription or other drugs. 

Clinical staff have been reminded that where they become aware of a patient 

using illicit drugs/medication, the Drug and Alcohol Recovery Service (DARS) 

team must be informed through S1 task. 

Governing 
Governor/ 
Head of 
Healthcare 
January 2021 
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3 The Head of Healthcare should 
share this report with Prison GP 
A to ensure he is aware of the 
Ombudsman’s findings and 
understands his responsibility to 
share information with prison 
staff where it is appropriate. 

Accepted This report has been shared and the responsibilities around information 
sharing discussed with Prison GP A, by the Practice Plus Group Medical 
Director.  

Head of 
Healthcare 
Completed 

 


