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THE INQUIRY RESUMED ON THURSDAY, 24TH SEPTEMBER 2026 AS 

FOLLOWS:  

CHAIRMAN:  Good morning, Mr. Greaney. 

MR. GREANEY:  Good morning, Sir.  

ADDRESS BY MR. GREANEY:

MR. GREANEY:  Today, we'll deal with Part 3 of Chapter 

3 of the Inquiry's oral evidence hearings.  Part 3 will 

be remembered as concerning with the events over the 

course of 12th to 14th August 1998.  

Evidence in Part 3 comes from two sources:  First, 

evidence from the AGS; and, second, a presentation 

prepared by Mr. Safranauskas.  If all goes to plan, 

we'll get through all of that today.  

We'll start the day with the evidence provided by the 

AGS.  As we explained in our opening remarks on Monday, 

last year, the AGS prepared a sequence of events 

statement.  That statement answered a number of 

questions posed by the Inquiry Legal Team about the 

events of 12th to 15th of August and the subsequent AGS 

investigation.  Accompanying that sequence of events 

statement was a presentation.  

Generally, the mechanism by which we'll need to secure 

evidence from current or former Irish State witnesses 
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will be through a piece of bespoke legislation enacted 

by the Irish Parliament, namely the International 

Cooperation (Omagh Bombing Inquiry Act) 2026.  However, 

the Inquiry Legal Team made a request for an exception 

to the statutory procedure to permit the evidence in 

the sequence of events statement to be adduced by 

questioning from the Inquiry Legal Team.  The Irish 

Justice Minister agreed on an expressly exceptional 

basis for this to be done.  The terms of that agreement 

were that the Inquiry Legal Team would carry this 

questioning out in Dublin, and that it would be 

recorded.  

That took place at the beginning of this month and the 

AGS witness was Detective Superintendent Emmet 

Casserly.  In total, four hours and 30 minutes of 

evidence was captured from Detective Superintendent 

Casserly.  That evidence breaks down into sections 

covering our Parts 3, so 12th to 14th of August; 4, so 

15th August prior to the first warning call; 7, the 

police investigation; and 10, the part headed simply, 

"suspects."  

Today, now, we'll watch the footage relating to Part 3.  

It lasts for a total of one hour and 10 minutes.  Once 

it's concluded, Sir, we propose that we should take a 

break.  So all of that said, I'm going to ask that we 

start to watch the footage please.  
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[Video played]

DETECTIVE SUPERINTENDENT EMMET CASSERLY QUESTIONED (ON 

1ST SEPTEMBER 2026) BY MR. GREANEY AS FOLLOWS:

Q. MR. GREANEY:  The Omagh Bombing Inquiry was established 1

on 21st February 2024 by the UK Secretary of State for 

Northern Ireland.  Its purpose is to investigation 

whether the Omagh bombing on 15th August 1998, in which 

29 people and two unborn children were killed, could 

have been prevented by UK State authorities.  

Today, is Tuesday, 1st September 2026.  The work of the 

Inquiry today will involve gathering evidence from the 

AGS.  For that purpose, members of the Inquiry Legal 

Team and the Inquiry secretary are present in Dublin, 

together with Detective Superintendent Emmet Casserly 

of the AGS.  

Would you please tell us your full name?  

A. Good morning, my name is Emmet Casserly.  And I'm a 

Detective Superintendent in An Garda Síochána. 

Q. And for how long you have been an officer of the AGS? 2

A. I joined An Garda Síochána in 1992. 

Q. And would you be able to begin, please, by providing us 3

with a summary of your career history with the AGS 

since 1992 until today? 

A. Of course.  I spent the early part of my career 

policing in Dublin City Centre.  I served as a police 
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monitor with the United Nations Mission in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina working in post-conflict policing and human 

rights compliance.  Subsequent to that, I served with 

the Garda National Drugs Unit, the Garda National Drugs 

and Organised Crime Bureau and the National Criminal 

Intelligence Unit.  I'm currently attached to the 

Special Detective Unit with national responsibility for 

terrorism-related investigations. 

Q. Detective Superintendent, the first topic, that we need 4

to deal with relate to the circumstances of the 

involvement of the AGS with the Inquiry.  Was the AGS 

asked by the Inquiry to prepare a sequence of the 

events relating to the circumstances of the Omagh 

bombing? 

A. It was, yes. 

Q. Was a team of detectives attached to Dundalk given the 5

task of addressing that request? 

A. They were. 

Q. And how were those detectives selected for that task? 6

A. Well, they were selected as Dundalk is part of the same 

region which dealt with the investigation originally.  

So those detectives were selected as they would be 

familiar with the area and the circumstances of the 

events the at the time, insofar as possible. 

Q. And was the team, therefore, carefully selected? 7

A. It was. 

Q. As a starting point, did the team identify the entirety 8

of the original investigation material from the AGS 

repository? 
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A. They did, yes.  They retrieved the entire contents of 

the investigation, which was 107 boxes of material, of 

all sorts of material; reports, statements, phone 

records and other investigative material gathered 

during the course of investigation. 

Q. And having located that material at the repository, to 9

where did they take it? 

A. They brought it to Dundalk Garda Station for review. 

Q. Having obtained that material, did the team set about 10

the work of sifting through it? 

A. They did, yes. 

Q. And reviewing it and understanding it? 11

A. That's correct. 

Q. And that material, as you have identified already, 12

comprised reports, statements, phone records, maps, 

photographs and other original records? 

A. That's correct, yes. 

Q. As a result of the team's work in reviewing and 13

understanding that material, was there then prepared 

what the AGS describes as the sequence of events 

report? 

A. There was, yeah. 

Q. Was that report supplemented by a PowerPoint 14

presentation containing the relevant maps, photographs, 

and other relevant documents? 

A. It was, yes. 

Q. Was all of that material then provided to the Inquiry? 15

A. It was. 

Q. And, indeed, during the course of your evidence we will 16
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look at much of the material contained within the 

PowerPoint presentation.  

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, before we proceed further, are there a number of 17

things that the AGS wish anyone viewing this footage to 

keep in mind in considering the evidence you're about 

to give? 

A. There are, yes. 

Q. First of all, what has been done by the AGS to prepare 18

the report involves the presentation of the 

investigation as conducted at the time? 

A. That is correct, yes. 

Q. What has not been done is a review by the AGS of its 19

investigation? 

A. Correct. 

Q. So that is the first thing to keep in mind? 20

A. Yes.  Very much so, why he. 

Q. Secondly, your evidence will refer to work of 21

investigation carried out by the RUC and PSNI? 

A. That's correct, yes. 

Q. To the extent that that material was supplied to the 22

AGS as part of cross-border cooperation? 

A. It was, yes. 

Q. And am I correct that the AGS regard it as important to 23

keep in mind that you will be referring to that 

material for the purposes of context? 

A. That is correct, yes. 

Q. You are not in a position to verify the RUC/PSNI 24

investigations? 
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A. No, I'm not.  No. 

Q. And the AGS, in the course of its work for the Inquiry, 25

has not sought to review the investigations of the RUC 

and PSNI? 

A. No, it has not, no. 

Q. The next, topic, Detective Superintendent, relates to 26

the car within which the Omagh bomb was contained and 

specifically the theft of that vehicle.  Now, as a 

starting point, do you agree that there is no doubt 

that the car which contained the Omagh bomb was a 

Vauxhall Cavalier with the registration mark 

91-DL-2554? 

A. It was, that's correct, yes. 

Q. And what I would like your help with, please, in 27

overview to begin with and then we'll unpack it, is how 

the attackers sourced that vehicle.  So how those who 

carried out the Omagh bombing located and obtained that 

vehicle.  

A. Of course. 

Q. So, would you be able to provide, just in a few 28

sentences, an overview and then we'll go into some of 

the detail? 

A. Yes, so that vehicle was taken from a residential 

estate called St. Macartan's Villas outside of, or 

slightly to the south of Carrickmacross on the late 

night/early morning of 12th/13th August 1998.  It had 

been parked there that evening and when the owner 

returned to it, the vehicle had been taken some time 

between 11 and -- sorry, between 11:00 and 3:30 a.m. 
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Q. And the owner, as we're going to come on to look at in 29

detail, a man called Paul Ward? 

A. He was, yes. 

Q. So just to draw some of those strands together, it's 30

clear that the vehicle used in the Omagh bombing was 

stolen from within the Republic of Ireland? 

A. That is correct, yes. 

Q. And, specifically, from the town of Carrickmacross? 31

A. That's right. 

Q. And would you describe for us, please, Carrickmacross 32

at the time? 

A. Certainly.  At that time, Carrickmacross was known as a 

busy market town.  It's located on the main 

Dublin/Derry Road, the N2 at the time, it's been 

bypassed since, but at that time it would be known as a 

place with a lot of traffic going through at all times 

of day and night.  And then St. Macartan's Villas is an 

estate pretty much within the boundaries of the town. 

Q. So, Carrickmacross a busy market town? 33

A. That's correct. 

Q. And the specific part of Carrickmacross from which the 34

vehicle was taken, a residential estate called 

St. Macartan's Villas? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. And would you describe for us what St. Macartan's 35

Villas was like at that time in 1998? 

A. So, St. Macartan's Villas is an estate that was built 

in 1952.  It's an estate all along the same street, on 

one side of the street.  There's 56 houses in it and it 
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would be known at the time, as it is now, as a quiet 

residential area. 

Q. And completed in 1952? 36

A. 1952. 

Q. In the report it is described well-settled area.  What 37

should we understand from that term "well-settled"? 

A. I suppose that most of the residents would be known as 

having resided there for a long time and it would be an 

area that wouldn't be known for anything other than 

being a quiet residential area. 

Q. And we're in a position to see a plan of St. Macartan's 38

Villas.  This is slide 3.  And so, we can see, as 

you've described, houses running alongside a road and 

there is, in the bottom right-hand corner of the slide, 

a particular address in St. Macartan's Villas and is 

the location which is marked an end of terrace house? 

A. It is. 

Q. And that's a house that we're going to learn is of 39

particular relevance? 

A. That's correct, yes. 

Q. We can also see a number of photographs of that 40

address.  First of all, slide 5, please.  So, this is 

an aerial photograph showing St. Macartan's Villas.  

And again, we can see that end of terrace house marked 

out towards the bottom of the photograph? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. Photograph at slide 37, please.  So that is a 41

photograph showing the front of that house at the end 

of the terrace? 
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A. That is correct, yes. 

Q. And we can just see to the right a high hedge? 42

A. Yeah, that's right, yeah. 

Q. Which we're going to see in further detail in the next 43

couple of photographs and which is relevant for reasons 

that we will get to.  

So, slide 39 next, please.  So that's a photograph 

taken from a different angle showing the side of the 

end of terrace house? 

A. Yes, so the gable on display there, that is the house 

concerned, yes. 

Q. And we can see a vehicle towards the middle of the 44

photograph parked facing us and next to the hedge that 

we saw? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. And is this a photograph reconstructing where Mr. Ward 45

had left his vehicle at a relevant time? 

A. I believe it to be so, yes. 

Q. And then photograph at slide 41, please.  A photograph 46

taken from the opposite direction.  On the far left can 

we just see the end of terrace house? 

A. That's correct, yes. 

Q. We can see that high hedge in further detail.  And, 47

again, is this a photograph reconstructing where 

Mr. Ward had left his vehicle at a relevant point in 

time? 

A. Yes, it is.  It is, yes. 

Q. And so, the address that we've looked at in a number of 48
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photographs is going to come into a very sharp focus 

shortly.  But was that address at the relevant time in 

August 1998 the home address of the girlfriend of 

Paul Ward? 

A. It was, yes. 

Q. Now, next we need to understand the ownership of the 49

Vauxhall Cavalier 91-DL-2554.  As of 12th August 1998, 

who was the owner of that vehicle? 

A. Paul Ward was the owner of the vehicle. 

Q. And when had Paul Ward purchased that vehicle? 50

A. He had purchased the vehicle the previous September, 

September 1997.

Q. And back in August 1998, on providing a witness 51

statement dealing with the theft of the vehicle, did he 

explain that having purchased the vehicle in September 

1997, he had cleaned and polished it and then taken a 

photograph of it? 

A. He did.  He explained that he had post-purchase he 

cleaned, polished it, taken a photograph and he later 

provided that photograph to the Gardaí. 

Q. And we're in a position to see that photograph, it's at 52

slide 9? 

A. That's it. 

Q. So, the vehicle we're looking at in that photograph is 53

the vehicle into which a bomb was placed and detonated 

in Omagh on 15th August 1998? 

A. It was, yes. 

Q. Were steps taken to investigate the registration 54

documents relating to that vehicle? 
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A. They were, yes. 

Q. And we can place the registration document on the 55

screen.  Slide 11.  What did that documentary reveal 

about the previous ownership of the vehicle? 

A. So, that showed that the vehicle was owned previously 

by a Mr. Donal ward from a different part of the 

country. 

Q. And during the course of the vehicle did the AGS obtain 56

a statement of evidence from the previous owner, 

Mr. Donal ward? 

A. They did, yeah. 

Q. Next we'll turn to the movements of Paul Ward in 57

connection with the Cavalier on the evening of 12th 

August 1998, which was a Wednesday.  That evening, what 

did Paul Ward do? 

A. So, on the evening of 12th August, Paul Ward left his 

home in an adjoining town, and he travelled to his 

girlfriend's house in Carrickmacross at St. Macartan's 

Villas. 

Q. Did he leave his own home at about 8.30 p.m.? 58

A. He did. 

Q. And the distance he travelled from his own home to 59

St. Macartan's Villas was about what? 

A. About 20 kilometres. 

Q. And he went there to visit his girlfriend who lived at 60

the address that we've seen? 

A. He did, yes.  But prior to arriving at her house, he 

put petrol in his vehicle in the Maxol service station 

in Carrickmacross. 
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Q. Having arrived at St. Macartan's Villas, did Paul Ward 61

park the Cavalier more or less outside the house of his 

girlfriend? 

A. He did. 

Q. So, not in a position that we've seen in the 62

photographs, that positioning becomes relevant later 

on? 

A. That's correct, yes. 

Q. And did he stay in the house for longer at that stage? 63

A. He stayed in the house up until about 9.30 p.m. when he 

left with his girlfriend. 

Q. And where did they go at that stage? 64

A. They went to a place called Hope Castle in 

Castleblayney, which is again 20 kilometres away. 

Q. And did they, therefore, travel that distance in the 65

Vauxhall Cavalier? 

A. This he did.  Yeah, they did. 

Q. So, it had been parked outside, the two of them leave 66

the house into the vehicle and then they depart in 

order to go to Castleblayney? 

A. That's correct, yeah.  

Q. Did they stay in Castleblayney all night or return at 67

some point? 

A. No, they returned to St. Macartan's Villas at about 

11:00 p.m. 

Q. And on returning, did Mr. Ward stay at Macartan's 68

Villas for a period of time? 

A. He stayed with his girlfriend in the rear of the house 

in a sitting room until about 3:30 a.m. 
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Q. So, let's unpack some of that.  On returning, did 69

Mr. Ward park his car very much in the position that we 

saw in the photographs earlier? 

A. I believe that he did, yes. 

Q. So we'll just remind ourselves.  Slide 41, please.  So 70

there is the vehicle beside that high green hedge.  And 

so about ten feet, something of that order, from the 

entrance to the address of his girlfriend? 

A. Correct, yes. 

Q. And you said, I think, that he his girlfriend stayed 71

together in the house between 11:00 p.m. and 3:30 a.m.?   

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. And did they stay within the house towards the rear? 72

A. They did, yeah.  They were in a sitting room to the 

rear of the house. 

Q. Was Mr. Ward able to explain what steps he had taken in 73

terms of the security of his vehicle when he left? 

A. He did.  He put the steering lock on the vehicle and 

locked the doors.  But there was no alarm on the 

vehicle. 

Q. So, we now have a number of fixed data points.  We know 74

that he, Mr. Ward, left the vehicle secure at 

11:00 p.m. in the vicinity of his girlfriend's house? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. He and his girlfriend were then in the rear of the 75

house for a period of four and a half hours? 

A. That's right. 

Q. And at 3.30 a.m. he leaves the property? 76

A. He left at 3:30, yes. 
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Q. With the intention of returning to his own home? 77

A. That's correct. 

Q. When he left the address of his girlfriend at 78

3:30 a.m., what did he notice?  

A. Well, when he left the house, he realised his vehicle, 

his car, was gone, it had been taken.  

Q. So, his vehicle had been stolen? 79

A. That's correct, yeah. 

Q. And is it your understanding that he immediately ran 80

back into the house and reported the matter to the 

local AGS at Carrickmacross? 

A. He did.  He returned to the house contacted the Garda 

Station at Carrickmacross. 

Q. And so bearing in mind that he had left the vehicle 81

parked unsecure at 11:00 p.m. on 12th August, had 

discovered that it had been stolen at 3:30 a.m. on 13th 

August, did it follow that the vehicle had been stolen 

at some point between 11:00 p.m. and 3:30 a.m.?   

A. That's correct.  I believe that to be the case, yes.  

Q. From there, we need to move to deal with the 82

involvement of the AGS in the period afterwards.  And 

do records reveal that at 3:30 a.m. on 13th August the 

report I've mentioned was received? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. And by whom was it received within the AGS? 83

A. A Garda Pat McKeown, Patrick McKeown.  He was on duty 

in Carrickmacross Garda Station as the public officer 

or station orderly on that date, and he received the 

report. 
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Q. Did he record that report anywhere? 84

A. He did.  He recorded the report in the station's 

Occurrence Book, which would have been standard 

procedure at that time. 

Q. So, sorry, in other words, he did what was expected of 85

him? 

A. Of course, yeah. 

Q. And does a copy of the entry that he made in the 86

Occurrence Book still exist? 

A. It does. 

Q. And we can see, first of all, slide 13, please.  And 87

Detective Superintendent, what are we looking at on the 

screen there? 

A. So, it's the entry made by Garda McKeown on receipt of 

the report of the vehicle being stolen.  So...  

Q. And we can read that in the top left-hand corner, it 88

appears to record the report being made at 3:30 a.m.? 

A. 3:30 a.m.  I think it says "by phone."  There's "phone" 

up above. 

Q. "By phone".  It appears to, yes.  "Stolen car."  And 89

then "Paul Ward," the address of his girlfriend is 

given.  And are you able to read the balance of that?  

A. Yeah, of course.  So, "Paul Ward, CO," and the address 

at St. Macartan's Villas.  Current address is in 

Castleblayney.  "Reported his car, a wine Vauxhall 

Cavalier, 91-DL-2554 stolen from Macartan's Villas 

between 11:00 p.m. and 3:30 a.m." 

Q. And towards the bottom of that page, the second half of 90

it, what are we looking at there, please? 
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A. So, that seems, is the next entry or an entry further 

down the page detailing what happened subsequent to 

receipt of the report.  So, on the left of the page, as 

far as I can make out, it says "UT, Foxtrot 70, Foxtrot 

71, Castleblayney, Monaghan to control." 

And then on the right side of the page it says: 

"Carried out a search of Donaghmoyne Road area.  Not 

located." 

Q. So, is this a subsequent entry in the same Occurrence 91

Book? 

A. It is, yeah. 

Q. And the "UT" there referred to, do you have an 92

understanding of what is likely to stand for? 

A. Yeah, "UT" stands for unauthorised taking.  And it's a 

term used and it's interchangeable with "stolen car."  

So, it means the same thing. 

Q. And there is then a description of steps being taken to 93

seek to locate the car by officers? 

A. Yeah.  So that would have been a search carried out by 

the patrol car based in Carrickmacross on that night 

and the standard procedure at the time would be that 

the patrol vehicle would conduct a search of the area 

on receipt of the report or shortly thereafter. 

Q. So, seeing if the vehicle still remained in the same 94

area? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. But as you've told us, they were unable to locate it? 95

A. That's correct, yeah. 

Q. And the report in fact - thank you, Mr. Suter - the 96

report in fact deals with the detail of what happened 

in the period - I'm at page 5 of the report, Detective 

Superintendent.  And were there two officers who were 

on mobile patrol in Carrickmacross in the early hours 

of Thursday, 13th August? 

A. That's correct.  There were, yeah, Gardaí Eugene 

McKenna and Noel Lavelle were on patrol in the 

Carrickmacross patrol car and they went to meet 

Paul Ward at the address. 

Q. So, they went straight to the address with the purpose 97

of dealing details of the theft? 

A. That's correct, yeah. 

Q. And did Garda McKenna speak to Paul Ward? 98

A. He did.  He did.  And he brought him to Carrickmacross 

Garda Station to elicit full details of what had 

happened. 

Q. So, went there, picked him up and brought him to the 99

station? 

A. That's correct, yeah.  

Q. And full particulars were obtained? 100

A. They were, yeah.

Q. And as we've seen within the Occurrence Book, there 101

were details of where the stolen car were circulated 

to, namely mobile units with the call signs we've seen, 

F70 and F71?   

A. That's correct, yeah. 
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Q. Was the matter also reported to the Garda stations not 102

only in Castleblayney but also Monaghan Town? 

A. It was, yeah. 

Q. There's also a reference, we'll maybe see this in a 103

moment, perhaps we can put slide 15 on the screen, 

please.  Thank you very much.  And we can see from the 

-- that's perfect, thank you.  Was perfect.  We could 

see from the top right-hand corner that this is a Form 

A100? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. And was this a particular form that was in use at the 104

time? 

A. It was, yeah.  It was a standardised form used to 

report stolen or unauthorised taken vehicles for 

inclusion in the computer system which was in use at 

the time. 

Q. And the computer system, was that a national system? 105

A. It was, yeah.  It was. 

Q. And so we can see it contains details of the 106

registration mark of the car, its make, its owner, its 

colour, which is described as wine or maroon, and the 

date and time upon which it had been taken and various 

other pieces of information?  

A. Yeah.. 

Q. And the engine number and chassis number are also 107

contained on this form? 

A. They are. 

Q. Upon completion of the form, was it not only put on the 108

national computer system, but also faxed to the 
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sergeant in charge at the Communications Centre, 

Harcourt Square, in Dublin? 

A. It was, yeah.  That was standard process, yeah.  

Q. And what was the Communications Centre and its purpose 109

at that time?  

A. So, the Communications Centre is also known as Control 

Or Command and Control, it's the same place.  So their 

function is control of communications across the 

organisation on a 24-hour basis, essentially. 

Q. And what would you expect the Communications Centre to 110

have done with that information at that point in time?  

A. So, Command and Control would then forward that 

information on to the relevant stations across the 

country and share it then internationally, obviously, 

with the PSNI or the RUC at the time.  

Q. We'll come on to that.  111

A. Yeah. 

Q. And is the purpose of all of this to ensure that the 112

identity of that stolen vehicle is known to the widest 

number of -- 

A. Of course.

Q. -- the AGS?113

A. Absolutely, yeah. 

Q. So that if it has gone to a different part of the 114

country, it might be identified?  

A. Of course. 

Q. Now, when the information regarding the stolen vehicle 115

was forwarded to the Garda Station in Monaghan, was 

another form filled out?   
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A. It was, yes. 

Q. And we can put that on the screen.  It's slide 17.  And 116

this is a form described as RC1.  And do you have an 

understanding, Superintendent, of the purpose of this 

form? 

A. So, that form is -- the RC1 was a form that was used in 

radio control rooms locally in stations where there 

would be a radio control room.  And that's the form 

filled out in Monaghan, I understand, on receipt of the 

message from Carrickmacross that the vehicle had been 

taken. 

Q. And would that information then have been used to be 117

circulated to the local Monaghan Town patrol units? 

A. Yes.  Absolutely, yeah. 

Q. So, this m is part of the same approach that you've -- 118

A. Of course. 

Q. -- already of making as many aware as possible of the 119

theft of the vehicle? 

A. Of course, yeah. 

Q. Was a facsimile message also circulated throughout the 120

Cavan/Monaghan Division and to the Parade Room for unit 

briefing? 

A. It was, yeah. 

Q. And could you explain the Parade Room to us, please? 121

A. So, each station has a Parade Room where units starting 

duty prior to duty are briefed coming on tour.  And 

part of those briefings would be vehicles subject to 

theft or unauthorised taking, each member coming on 

duty would be informed of the current list. 
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Q. And the message I've just referred to, we can see as 122

slide 19, please.  So, is that the message that you 

have just described for us? 

A. That would be, yes.  It forms one of a series of 

messages really.  But that's one of them, yes. 

Q. And as we're told by the report, details of the stolen 123

vehicle were circulated to all mobile units in the 

Carrickmacross, Castleblayney and Monaghan Garda 

Stations, with that happening at 3:40 a.m. on 13th 

August? 

A. That's correct, yes. 

Q. So the response that we have just seen across these 124

documents of the report being made by the vehicle 

owner, attendance at their address, taken to the 

station, obtaining details and information being passed 

to a number of other stations and officers in a number 

of ways, is all of that what you would have expected to 

have occurred at that point in time?  

A. Absolutely, yeah. 

Q. Thank you very much, Detective Superintendent.  125

So, next we're going to deal with the examination of 

the scene at Macartan's Villas, so the scene of the 

theft.  And I'm now at the bottom of page 6 of the 

report.  

Was a decision made to conduct a search of the scene at 

Macartan's Villas?  

A. It was, yes.  And that task was assigned to a detective 
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called Dominic Hunt on the following day.  It was 

recorded in the investigation jobs book that the search 

had been conducted and with negative results. 

Q. So, on what date was it that the task of conducting 126

that search -- 

A. That's 17th August. 

Q. So, obviously that is two days after the Omagh bombing? 127

A. It is, yes. 

Q. And should we understand that by that stage, there was 128

knowledge that this particular vehicle had been used in 

the bombing? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that the trigger for the task of conducting the 129

search being raised, the trigger for that as the Omagh 

bombing?  

A. Of course, yeah. 

Q. It was allocated to an officer and then on 18th August 130

it was recorded in the jobs book that the search of the 

scene had yielded a negative result?  

A. That's correct. 

Q. So, in other words, nothing had been found that was of 131

assistance to the investigation? 

A. Absolutely, yeah. 

Q. I just mention the Jobs Book; what is or was the Jobs 132

Book? 

A. So, the Jobs Book in this case, or in any large 

investigation at that time, was essentially a record of 

each investigative task that had been assigned.  So, in 

this case, that particular task of searching the area 
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outside St. Macartan's Villas, that is one job within 

the -- one task within the Jobs Book.  It's assigned 

and a result then has to come back.  So the person who 

assigned must carry out the task and report back on it. 

Q. The, Jobs Book is a document that would be created for 133

any significant investigation? 

A. Absolutely, yeah. 

Q. And in order that there is a record of what has been 134

done --

A. Of course, yeah. 

Q. -- and what the result is, each job is identified? 135

A. Absolutely, yeah. 

Q. It is allocated to a particular officer? 136

A. Officer or team in some cases, depending on what the 

job is. 

Q. And the officer or team have an obligation to report 137

what the outcome of that task is? 

A. Absolutely, yes. 

Q. And that report is made in the Jobs Book so that there 138

is a complete record? 

A. Yeah, that's correct. 

Q. And here, as you've told us already, the search yielded 139

a negative result? 

A. That's right. 

Q. We've dealt already with the notification of the fact 140

of the theft to officers within the Republic of Ireland 

and you mentioned a little earlier notification also to 

the RUC, and that's the next topic that I would like to 

deal with.  
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A. Yes. 

Q. So, as a starting point, did the AGS notify the RUC of 141

the fact of the theft of the Cavalier? 

A. They did, yes. 

Q. On what day, first of all, did the AGS notify the RUC 142

of that? 

A. On 13th August, which was later on the day that the 

vehicle was taken, the vehicle was stolen. 

Q. Does the material available to you identify the time at 143

which that report was made on 13th August? 

A. It does; 1:00 p.m. on 13th August. 

Q. And was that notification given as a single piece of 144

information or as part of a larger body of information?  

A. No, it was a larger body.  It was a list of all the 

vehicles taken up to a certain point across the 

country. 

Q. And what the report tells us is that it was a list of 145

stolen and located vehicles within the Republic of 

Ireland up until 1:00 p.m. on 13th August? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. And by whom, first of all, was that list sent? 146

A. That list was sent from the Communications Centre or 

Control as we've called it already, that's sent from 

there. 

Q. And that's the location we've discussed --147

A. It is. 

Q. -- already? 148

A. It is. 

Q. And we can look at that slide, or look at that list.  149
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That's at page 21 please, Mr. Suter.  And so very much 

towards the -- well, at the very top of that list we 

can see:  

"91-DL-2554, red Vauxhall Cavalier 

Station:  Carrickmacross."

 

A. That's right. 

Q. And the sender is identified there by number, is that 150

correct? 

A. Yeah.  Bravo 196.  B196, that's his district number. 

Q. So, we've now seen the list and we know by whom it was 151

sent? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And to whom was it sent? 152

A. So, it was sent, this particular one was sent to three 

different places, CVI Belfast, Galway, Ennis and Dublin 

Airport Police. 

Q. Was what was happening at 1:00 p.m. on 13th August, was 153

this something exceptional or was this ordinary 

recourse of business between the AGS and RUC? 

A. Yeah, no, I believe it to be a report, from my own 

experience, is a standardised report that was sent 

every day showing a list of all vehicles taken across 

the previous 24 hours, and the purpose being that that 

telex would make its way to every station and every 

relevant place across the country and appeared then in 

parade rooms.  I can't speak about that particular 

document, but documents of that nature generally made 
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their way to the clipboards and files in parade rooms 

nationwide. 

Q. So, your expectation would be that where a vehicle has 154

been stolen in the Republic of Ireland, not only would 

officers within the Republic of Ireland know about 

that, but also officers within Northern Ireland would 

know about that theft?

A. Well, I can certainly speak to the ones within Ireland, 

within An Garda Síochána, that that type of form made 

its way to every Parade Room.  I can't say about the 

RUC, but I would assume that to be the case. 

Q. Well, that's no doubt very fair, Detective 155

Superintendent.  Thank you very much indeed.  

Detective Superintendent, the next topic that we will 

deal with is eyewitnesses on 12th and 13th August 1998.  

So, in other words, potential eyewitnesses to the theft 

of the Cavalier? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. We'll just deal with these witnesses one after the 156

other.  So who was the first potential witness? 

A. So, the first potential witness to the theft of the 

Vauxhall Cavalier was a Ms. Rose Finnegan, also a 

resident of Carrickmacross. 

Q. And did she reside on the same stretch of roadway as 157

St. Macartan's Villas? 

A. She did, yeah. 

Q. And we're not going to give her exact address.  But did 158

she live not very far away from the address at which 
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Mr. Ward's girlfriend lived? 

A. She did. 

Q. On Wednesday, 12th August, where did Rose Finnegan 159

spend her day? 

A. She had been at home in her own house for the entire 

day. 

Q. And did there come a day when she was visited at home? 160

A. She did.  She had a caller at the house at 11:30 p.m. 

on that date and that caller remained with for about 

45 minutes, leaving at 12:15, quarter past twelve, on 

the 13th. 

Q. Did she remain in the house as her caller left or did 161

she leave with that person? 

A. She left the house with the person. 

Q. And as they left the house at about 12:15 a.m. on 13th 162

August, did she observe anything in particular? 

A. Yeah, she noticed a vehicle parked there with a 

registration number 91-DL.

Q. And did she observe that it was a maroon-coloured 163

Donegal-registered vehicle? 

A. She did.  She did.  And she had seen the vehicle there 

previously, so she was familiar with the vehicle, but 

not the owner of it.  

Q. So, there were a number of features which potentially 164

mapped onto the Cavalier:  Where it was located, its 

colour, the 91-DL and that she had seen the vehicle 

there previously?  

A. That's correct. 

Q. And so, she was seeing it still there at quarter past 165
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midnight? 

A. That's right. 

Q. Now, eyewitness 2, would you tell us the name of that 166

person please? 

A. So, the second eyewitness was called Mr. Patrick 

Conlon, also a resident of Carrickmacross, and again in 

close proximity to St. Macartan's Villas. 

Q. And we can put slide 44 on the screen and see the 167

location of Patrick Conlon's home in relation to the 

address of Mr. Ward's girlfriend.  So, on a parallel 

road?   

A. That's correct, yes. 

Q. Not really very far away at all from address --168

A. No. 

Q. -- the relevant on Macartan's Villas? 169

A. No, not far. 

Q. And did Mr. Conlon recall anything that was happening 170

that evening that was of particular relevance to him? 

A. Yeah, so he recalled the evening because that evening 

Manchester United were playing in the Champions League 

and he was able to date it to that. 

Q. Later that night, after the match had finished, did 171

Mr. Conlon notice anything? 

A. He did.  At about 1:00 a.m. on the 13th he noticed car 

lights reflecting off his front sitting room window and 

he went to the window to investigate further. 

Q. And when he went to the window to investigate further, 172

what, if anything, did he see?  

A. He saw a vehicle driving slowly and he said it was 
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coming from the Dundalk direction.  He was of the view 

or he was of the opinion that it was a red Peugeot 405 

and he felt the manner in which it was travelling made 

it suspicious. 

Q. And was a particular phrase that he used to describe 173

the vehicle that it was cruising very slowly?  

A. That's correct. 

Q. But at all events, he had considered the movement of 174

that vehicle as suspicious?  

A. He did. 

Q. Was he able to tell the police anything about the 175

registration mark of the vehicle?  

A. Yes.  He believed the registration contained the 

letters JI, or Juliet India, or possibly RJI. 

Q. Was he able to say anything about the occupants of the 176

vehicle?  

A. Yes, he believed that there was three people in the 

vehicle at the time. 

Q. Did he see where the vehicle went?  177

A. He said it left -- it didn't stop in his time of 

observation and it travelled up Farney Street towards 

Carrickmacross Town Centre.  

Q. And if we can put slide 44 back on the screen, please.  178

And the street that you've just described, Farney 

Street, if we go from our right to our left up 

Macartan's Villas and then a little bit further, 

Mr. Suter, and then it's perhaps off the screen, is 

Macartan -- is Farney Street a road that connects the 

avenue upon which Mr. Conlon lived and Macartan's 
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Villas?  

A. Yes, I believe it to be so, yes. 

Q. And Mr. Conlon had seen the vehicle travel up Farney 179

Street towards Carrickmacross Town Centre?  

A. That's right. 

Q. And was that the last that he saw of the vehicle?  180

A. That was the last sighting of it by him, yes. 

Q. So, those were the two potential eyewitnesses with 181

evidence of relevance to the theft of the Cavalier?  

A. That's correct. 

Q. Now, next topic, other potential thefts.  182

A. Yeah. 

Q. And by that, I'm talking about attempts to steal other 183

vehicles on 12th and 13th August 1998, the night of 

those two dates.  And, again, Detective Superintendent, 

what we'll do it just to take these vehicles in turn.

A. Okay.

Q. So, Vehicle 1, would you explain to us, first of all, 184

what type of vehicle Vehicle 1 was?  

A. So, Vehicle 1 is described in the report as a blue 

Vauxhall Cavalier, same make and type as the vehicle 

used in the bombing.  The registration of this one was 

90-DL-3782. 

Q. And you've observed that the type of vehicle was the 185

same as the vehicle that was actually stolen from 

Mr. Ward --

A. Yes. 

Q. -- and used in the bombing.  And as we go through these 186

vehicles, we'll see that that is a feature, will we 
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not?  

A. Yeah. 

Q. So, on the evening of 12th August, was an attempt made 187

to steal that blue Vauxhall Cavalier?  

A. Yeah, there was an attempt made to take it, yes. 

Q. And from where was that attempt made?  188

A. From the Main Street in Carrickmacross. 

Q. And would the Main Street in Carrickmacross be just a 189

short distance from St. Macartan's Villas?  

A. Yeah, it's not far. 

Q. Who was the owner of that vehicle?  190

A. So, the owner of this particular vehicle was a man 

called Mr. Hugh McFadden, who is from a different part 

of the country, and was travelling through 

Carrickmacross on the evening in question. 

Q. And did he have occasion to stop on his journey in 191

Carrickmacross?  

A. He did.  He stopped for a restroom break to use the 

public toilets in Carrickmacross, and to have a coffee 

before he was going to continue on his journey. 

Q. And to that end, did he park his vehicle up and go 192

across the road to the public lavatories?  

A. He did. 

Q. And when he did so, what, if anything, did he notice?  193

A. So, when he parked his vehicle, he noticed what he 

described as a white Peugeot 405 car with two males 

inside it.  He went -- he left the area then, 

obviously, to use the facilities and get a coffee and 

then returned to his vehicle. 
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Q. And what the report tells us is that having gone into 194

the nearby coffee shop, it was a bit crowded for him 

and so he decided not to queue but to return to his 

vehicle?  

A. That's correct, yeah. 

Q. When he returned to the vehicle, what did he see?  195

A. He saw who he understood to be the two occupants from 

the Peugeot 405, that they had got out of their vehicle 

and were standing adjacent to his vehicle.  And he got 

the impression at that point that they were trying to 

take his vehicle or their intention was to take his 

vehicle. 

Q. Was his perception that they had seen him approaching?  196

A. Yes. 

Q. And what, in response, had they done?  197

A. They left the area on seeing him return.  They got back 

into the Peugeot and left the area in the car that he 

had seen them in earlier on, sorry. 

Q. Was that experience of Hugh McFadden something that was 198

later reported to the AGS?  

A. It was, yeah. 

Q. And as a result, was a statement of evidence taken from 199

him?  

A. That's correct, it was, yeah. 

Q. Was anything done in relation to the vehicle itself?  200

A. Yeah, the vehicle was subject to a technical 

examination in an effort to identify the people who had 

attempted to take it. 

Q. And we'll get to the details of that technical 201
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examination under a separate topic heading in due 

course.  

A. Of course. 

Q. On 7th September 1998, so a number of weeks after the 202

Omagh bombing, was some further action taken in 

relation to Mr. McFadden?  

A. Yes, there was.  Detective Sergeant Hunt and Detective 

Garda Fahy travelled to Letterkenny Garda Station in 

Donegal with an album of persons who had been known to 

be involved in the theft of motor vehicles, and those 

were shown to -- a photographic album, and those were 

shown to Mr. McFadden. 

Q. And that trap made by Sergeant Hunt and Detective Garda 203

Fahy, did that take place on 7th September 1998?  

A. It did. 

Q. So this was an attempt to see whether he could identify 204

those that he had seen coming from the 405 that night?  

A. That's correct. 

Q. And what happened whilst Sergeant Hunt and Garda Fahy 205

were with Mr. McFadden?  

A. So, subsequent to that, they organised a computer 

sketch picture of -- computer-generated picture of the 

two people that Mr. McFadden could attempt to identify 

as the people who had attempted to take his car. 

Q. And we're in a position to look at the compu sketches 206

that were prepared.  The first one is slide 46, please.  

And is that the first, as it's described, CD fit --

A. It is. 

Q. -- prepared with the assistance of Mr. McFadden?  207
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A. It is, yes. 

Q. And the second is 48.  208

A. That's correct, yeah. 

Q. And I'm not sure that we identified it earlier, but we 209

can see it on that document, date and time of offence, 

12th August 1998, between 9:00 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.?  

A. That's correct. 

Q. So, what Mr. McFadden had been describing was an 210

attempt to steal his vehicle by men resembling those 

two individuals during the late evening of 12th August?  

A. That's correct. 

Q. Thank you.  So, that's vehicle number 1.  And we'll 211

turn next to vehicle number 2.  Who was the owner of 

vehicle number 2?  

A. The owner of the second vehicle then was Mr. John 

Brady, also a resident of Carrickmacross. 

Q. And even more specific than Carrickmacross, was he a 212

residence of an address on St. Macartan's Villas?  

A. He was. 

Q. What type of vehicle was he the owner of?  213

A. He was the owner of an Opel Vectra, registration number 

90-D-34629. 

Q. And an Opel Vectra is essentially identical to a 214

Vauxhall Cavalier?  

A. It is.  It is, yes. 

Q. They're one and the same in terms of body shape.  Was 215

Mr. Brady able to explain where he had parked his 

vehicle on 12th August 1998?  

A. Yes, he explained that he parked his vehicle outside of 
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his home and that he applied the steering lock and 

locked all four doors of the vehicle before going into 

his house.  

Q. And we can see some photographs of that vehicle.  First 216

of all, slide 50, please.  In some of the photographs 

we're going to see damage and we'll get, in due course, 

to how that damage was caused.  But there we're seeing 

the vehicle of Mr. Brady, is that correct?  

A. That's correct, yes. 

Q. Then 52 next, please.  From a different view.  217

A. Yeah. 

Q. 54.  So, the rear of the vehicle.  218

A. Yeah, that's correct. 

Q. And then finally, 56, please.  219

A. That's correct, yes. 

Q. So we're there, in that image, seeing some damage just 220

below where the key would be inserted?  

A. That's correct, yeah, the metal section beneath the 

plastic insert below the keyhole. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. Suter.  Now, was Mr. Brady able to 221

explain to you at what time he'd gone to bed on 12th or 

13th August?  

A. So, I understand that he retired to bed at about 

1:00 a.m. on that date. 

Q. So, he'd left the vehicle locked up at 10:30 p.m. 222

outside his home on St. Macartan's Villas, he went to 

bed at about 1:00 a.m. on 13th August?  

A. Yeah. 

Q. And was he able to tell the police about something 223



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

37

which happened about 45 minutes after he had gone to 

bed, so quarter to two in the morning?  

A. So, he outlined that at about 1:45 a.m. he heard voices 

outside of his home on the street, but he didn't look 

out of the house to see them and he couldn't discern 

what those accents were or where the accents came from, 

but he did hear voices outside his home. 

Q. The next morning, what happened?  224

A. So, the following morning, at 9:00 a.m. he left his 

house, went to his vehicle and when he went to unlock 

the car he noticed then that the driver's door had been 

damaged and he felt it had been tampered with.  And the 

plastic mould as depicted on the PowerPoint 

presentation just previously had been pushed -- pulled 

out of its position and he could see damage then around 

it. 

Q. So we can just see that again please, Mr. Suter, at 56.  225

Slide 56.  So, essentially, he was describing damage 

that had not been there when he'd left his vehicle at 

10:30 p.m. on the 12th but was there when he returned 

to his vehicle at 9:00 a.m. on 13th August?  

A. That's correct, yeah.  Yeah. 

Q. And did Mr. Brady believe that some type of instrument 226

had been used to cause that damage, because there was a 

deep, round score on the metal surrounding the mould?  

A. Yes, he did, yes. 

Q. And did Mr. Brady push the mould back into place, get 227

in into his car via the passenger door and then drive 

to his workplace?  
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A. That's exactly correct, yes. 

Q. Did Mr. Brady, at some stage, draw to the attention of 228

the AGS what had happened?  

A. He did, yes.  Later that evening, he reported the 

interference with his vehicle to the guards at 

Carrickmacross Garda Station. 

Q. So that was later on the evening of 13th August?  229

A. Yeah.  So he reported to a Garda John Mulholland who 

assessed the time at about 10:30 p.m. on that evening. 

Q. So that was the time at which Mr. Brady arrived at the 230

garda station?  

A. That's correct. 

Q. And was he informed by Mr. Brady that someone had 231

interfered with the lock on the driver's door of 

Mr. Brady's vehicle?  

A. He was, yes. 

Q. Subsequently, what action did the police take?  232

A. So, on 23rd Gardaí John Mulholland and Michael 

Fitzpatrick went to Mr. Brady in Carrickmacross with 

the intention of seizing that vehicle for technical 

examination.  It wasn't present at the address, so they 

found John Brady at his place of work in Farney Street, 

Carrickmacross, and informed him they were going to 

seize the vehicle.  I think by agreement then Mr. Brady 

drove his vehicle to Carrickmacross Garda Station and 

it was placed in secure storage at that point, pending 

examination. 

Q. And the type of examination, the technical 233

examination --
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A. Technical examination. 

Q. -- of the sort that we'll come on to.  234

A. Yeah. 

Q. And that all occurred on 23rd August 1998?  235

A. That's correct. 

Q. And so, again, was the product of what had happened in 236

Omagh on the 15th?  

A. Yeah, I believe it to be so, yes. 

Q. So, by this stage we have two Cavaliers, or Cavalier 237

identical --

A. Similar vehicle, yeah. 

Q. -- that had been the subject of attempted thefts, it 238

would appear, on the night of the 12th and 13th?  

A. That's correct, yes. 

Q. And it doesn't end there, because we then have vehicle 239

3.  

A. Yes. 

Q. And by whom was vehicle 3 owned?  240

A. Again, vehicle 3 was owned by a person called 

Teresa Drumgoole, also a resident of Carrickmacross, 

and she was the owner of a Vauxhall Cavalier 

registration number 90-MN-2231. 

Q. And she also lived very much in the same kind of 241

area --

A. She did. 

Q. -- that we've been speaking of?  242

A. She did, yes. 

Q. Was Mrs. Drumgoole able to explain when she had left 243

her car on 12th August?  
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A. Yes, so on the night of 12th August she said she left 

her vehicle outside of her address, but the vehicle was 

left unlocked and the steering lock had not been 

applied. 

Q. Did she describe to the police anything particular 244

about the mechanical features of her vehicle?  

A. Yeah, there was a mechanical issue with her car at the 

time which made it difficult to start and there was 

some kind of a heating plugs issue. 

Q. Was she, furthermore, able to explain to the officers 245

that at about quarter past midnight on 13th August she 

and her husband had gone to bed?  

A. That's correct, yeah.  12:15 on the 13th is what she 

stated. 

Q. And was the bedroom situated at the front of their 246

house?  

A. It was.  And the bedroom window was open. 

Q. So she was saying the bedroom window was open?  247

A. Yeah. 

Q. Did there come a time at which Mrs. Drumgoole became 248

aware of something in particular?  

A. Yeah, so at that time, 12:45, she heard the sound of 

the engine of her car turn over once. 

Q. And the fact it turned over just once, was she able to 249

describe that as being a particular feature of her 

vehicle?  

A. She was, because that was consistent with the issue 

around the heating plugs and the starting of the 

vehicle.  So it was difficult to start and that's the 
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way she described it. 

Q. So she felt that she was hearing an attempt by her 250

vehicle to turn over?  

A. Yes. 

Q. As a result, what did she do?  251

A. Well, she got out of bed, went to the window and looked 

out on to the street.  She couldn't see any people 

outside and she couldn't actually see the spot in which 

is her vehicle was parked.  And subsequent to that, she 

returned to bed and went to sleep. 

Q. Now, when was the next time that Mrs. Drumgoole had 252

anything to do with her vehicle. 

A. So the following -- well it was actually the same day, 

the 13th at 12:15 p.m. she went out of her home to her 

car and she noticed at that point that the driver's 

door as only partially closed and not fully secure. 

Q. And she looked, but was unable to see any damage to the 253

ignition switch or any of the wiring?  

A. No, there was no damage to anything. 

Q. So she had thought that night that she'd heard the 254

engine of her car turning over and the next afternoon 

when she went to the vehicle, she noticed that the 

driver's door was now only partially closed?  

A. That's correct. 

Q. And so, on the face of it, this was the third 255

attempt --

A. It seems to be, yes. 

Q. -- that night in the same area to take away unlawfully 256

a Cavalier or Cavalier identical?  
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A. That's correct. 

Q. And, of course, that was the same type of vehicle as 257

Mr. Ward's vehicle which we know was stolen that night?  

A. That's correct, yeah. 

Q. So, four of a type.  258

So, the next topic, Detective Superintendent, please, 

potential sightings of the stolen Cavalier, so that is 

to say the vehicle stolen from Mr. Ward.  

A. Yes. 

Q. And was an appeal made to members of the public to come 259

forward with information in relation to the movements 

of Mr. Ward's Cavalier?  

A. There was, yes. 

Q. And was that an appeal that was provoked by the bombing 260

in Omagh on 15th August?  

A. I believe that to be the case, yes. 

Q. And did anyone come forward as a result of that appeal 261

to the public?  

A. Yes, so a number of people came forward with 

information that they believed might be relevant to the 

investigation.  I suppose as with all investigations, 

some of the information proved relevant and some not 

relevant. 

Q. And as a result of the mixed information that was 262

received, did the Garda Investigation Team, so the team 

involved in investigating Omagh, take any action in 

particular?  



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

43

A. So, I suppose coming from all of the information we 

received, the Investigation Team was unable to 

conclusively state what happened with the vehicle 

subsequent to its theft. 

Q. But that's not to say there wasn't some information 263

that came in?  

A. Oh no, no, there was information came in in terms of 

identification of witnesses who potentially saw the 

vehicle. 

Q. And, again, what we'll do is just work through those --264

A. Of course, yeah. 

Q. -- witnesses, three of them who potentially saw the 265

vehicle of Mr. Ward.  

A. Yes. 

Q. And first of all, the name of the first witness, 266

please?  

A. So the first witness is a Garda Eugene McKenna, who is 

also based out of Carrickmacross Garda Station. 

Q. And what was he able to say to the Omagh Investigation?  267

A. So, what he said was that while he was on patrol in the 

Garda patrol car in Carrickmacross Town Centre alone, 

he was on his own, at about 1:00 a.m. or 1:05 a.m. on 

13th August he saw what he believed to be a dark red or 

maroon-coloured Vauxhall Cavalier - well, he said Opel 

or Vauxhall Cavalier, which is interchangeable, same 

type of car - drive down Main Street towards the 

courthouse, Main Street, Carrickmacross towards the 

courthouse and he said the vehicle was travelling fast. 

Q. So, we'll just take this in stages.  268
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A. Sure. 

Q. He was on duty that night in Carrickmacross?  269

A. Yes. 

Q. At the relevant time he was on his own?  270

A. He was. 

Q. Because his colleague was taking a meal break?  271

A. That's correct. 

Q. And he was seated in his patrol car?  272

A. He was. 

Q. And the patrol car was being driven by him.  And as he 273

was approaching the Main Street in the town from 

Parnell Street, he stopped the Garda vehicle he was 

driving?  

A. Yes, that's correct. 

Q. And it was at that stage that he observed what he 274

described as a dark red or maroon-coloured car which he 

described as an Opel or Vauxhall Cavalier car, drive 

down Main Street towards the courthouse?  

A. That's correct. 

Q. And his assessment was that the vehicle was travelling 275

"fast"?  

A. That's what he said, yes. 

Q. Was he able to say anything about the registration mark 276

of that vehicle?  

A. So, he recalled the registration of the vehicle as 

being 91-DL-5, and he couldn't recall the other numbers 

on the -- of the registration. 

Q. So, as we know, Mr. Ward's vehicle had a registration 277

mark that was indeed 91-DL.  
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A. It was. 

Q. And there was a 5 thereafter in the four digits, but 278

those digits were 2554?  

A. That's correct. 

Q. So, Garda McKenna was describing a registration mark 279

which in part mapped onto the registration mark of 

Mr. Ward's vehicle?  

A. That's correct. 

Q. And he was describing a vehicle of the same type as 280

Mr. Ward's vehicle?  

A. He was. 

Q. And in broad terms, the same colour?  281

A. Yes. 

Q. Was Garda McKenna able to say anything about the 282

occupants of that vehicle?  

A. Well, he described that there were two occupants in the 

vehicle and he described the driver -- he was unable to 

provide a description of the passenger, but was able to 

describe the driver. 

Q. And what did he say of the driver, please?  283

A. So, he described the driver as follows, I'll read it: 

"A young male, late teens or early 20s, good or broad 

build, sharp features, slightly pointed nose, short 

hair, appeared fair or mousey, fairly distinctive 

appearance.  Possibly wearing a dark coloured jacket.  

He appeared square shouldered." 

Q. So that was the first potential witness?  284

A. Yes. 

Q. A sighting at or shortly after 1:00 a.m. on the morning 285
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of the 13th?  

A. That's right, yeah. 

Q. The name of the second witness, please?  286

A. The second witness was a Bernadette Byrne.  

Q. And what was Bernadette Byrne able to say to the police 287

in response to the public appeal?  

A. So, Bernadette Byrne believed that she saw this vehicle 

at 10:45 a.m. while parked in her own motor vehicle in 

the square of Crossmaglen in County Armagh.  She was 

able to say that she saw that vehicle, or what she 

believed to be that vehicle, pass her towards the 

Dundalk road out of Crossmaglen and she described the 

vehicle as having a 91-DL registration plate with four 

digits in the number, the two numbers in the middle 

being the same, and said it was a middle range sized 

car, maroon colour.  

Q. So, she was describing a vehicle which, again, shared 288

some features with Mr. Ward's vehicle?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Registration 91-DL, with four digits and as we know, 289

the two digits in the middle of Mr. Ward's -- 

A. That's correct. 

Q. -- registration were the same.  And again, a common 290

feature, the maroon in colour?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Was the witness, Bernadette Byrne, able to explain 291

whether there was any reason why the registration of 

the vehicle drew her attention?  

A. Yes, it appears that it stood out to her because her 
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friend also owned a Donegal-registered vehicle and she 

said that that registration, or that type of 

registration would be an unusual thing to see in 

Crossmaglen at that time. 

Q. What did she say, if anything, of the manner of driving 292

of the vehicle?  

A. What she said was that the vehicle was driving at a 

normal speed and manner for the road and weather 

conditions at the time that she viewed it. 

Q. Did she also say to the police that she was quite 293

definite of the vehicle she saw and that she was happy 

it was the vehicle that she had heard being described, 

as she put it, on the road?  

A. She did, yes. 

Q. Now, were there numerous other reported sightings of a 294

Vauxhall Cavalier, Donegal-registered, maroon-coloured 

vehicle?  

A. There were.  There were newer numerous other reports, 

but due to lack of accurate detailed descriptions and a 

lack of CCTV, the investigation was hindered in that 

regard in terms of tracking that vehicle after it was 

taken from St. Macartan's Villas. 

Q. So, there were some features of the evidence that 295

you've identified as we've gone through it, from which 

inferences might be drawn, but the AGS were not able, 

definitively, to progress the movements that vehicle --

A. No. 

Q. -- in the period after it was stolen?  296

A. No, they were not, no. 
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Q. There was a third witness, as I indicated.  And what 297

was that witness's name, please?  

A. The third witness was a Bernadette McCroary, and I 

believe she viewed the vehicle on 13th August at 

11:45 a.m. about. 

Q. At 11:45 on 13th August, where was Mrs. Bernadette 298

McCroary?  

A. So she was travelling with her husband in other own 

vehicle, travelling north bound on the N1, on the 

Drogheda side of Kilsaran, so Kilsaran is a village 

close to Castlebellingham on the old N1. 

Q. And that village also being about 16 kilometres south 299

of Dundalk?  

A. That's correct, yeah. 

Q. And what did Mrs. McCroary say that she had seen at 300

that time?  

A. So, what she said was that she said a maroon-coloured 

car passed her car, overtook her car at speed and that 

the car then drove on for a distance and turned into a 

housing estate on the left-hand side of that road, the 

N1.  She outlined that she believed that the year of 

the vehicle, the year of registration of the vehicle 

was in the 90s, but she couldn't say which year.  And 

she stated that the number of the car following the 

year was DL-2554, she said.  

Q. So, again some features in common with Mr. Ward's 301

vehicle:  The colour, a number plate in the 90s as we 

know in fact 91, but she was able to state that the 

balance of the registration mark was as was Mr. Ward's 
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vehicle, DL-2554?  

A. That's correct. 

Q. And was Mrs. McCroary able to give any explanation for 302

why she recalled that particular number?  

A. What she outlined at the time was that it was a very 

similar number to a number that she used in her 

everyday life, hence she remembered it. 

Q. Was Mrs. McCroary able to give any evidence as to who 303

was occupying that vehicle?  

A. So, what she said in a follow-up statement was that the 

sole -- there was one occupant, a sole occupant of the 

vehicle and he was male aged 30 years and had dark 

hair. 

Q. As a result of that information given by Mrs. McCroary, 304

was any particular task raised?  

A. A series of house-to-house enquiries took place 

following that report and the areas that were subject 

to that were Churchview in Dromiskin, County Louth; 

St. Mary's Villas in Kilsaran; and St. Oliver's Park in 

Kilsaran, both County Louth. 

Q. And did the Garda members attached to the Incident Room 305

examine information gleaned from those questionnaires 

and generate new lines of enquiry or jobs where 

necessary?  

A. They did, yeah, that's correct.  

[Video interview concluded].

MR. GREANEY:  Sir, that represents the evidence of 
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Detective Superintendent Casserly in relation to our 

Part 3.  

Can I, before we take our break, just provide some 

context for that evidence and for the evidence of 

Detective Superintendent Casserly generally.  

The position of the Government of Ireland was that the 

questioning of Detective Superintendent Casserly should 

be restricted to matters contained within the sequence 

of events statement that had been prepared.  

Notwithstanding that position, the Inquiry Legal Team 

indicated a wish to ask additional questions and indeed 

we provided a list of those questions.  

With a small number of exceptions, the Government of 

Ireland declined too permit that additional questioning 

to happen.  It's important to say, however, that it 

wasn't simply a 'no', because what was indicated was 

that supplementary questions should be posed through 

the statutory procedure.  We recognise that even from 

what we have just watched over the course of the last 

hour and 10 minutes, it is clear that there are other 

questions that need to be asked and answered about the 

circumstances of the theft of Paul Ward's Cavalier.  

To take some stark examples, topics that we need to 

know more about are; Anthony Donegan, the thief of the 

car; Seamus Daly, the terrorist as we described him on 
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Monday; and Paul 'Jaws' Kelly, the man who, on the 

evidence as we provisionally assess it to be, was the 

intermediary between Donegan and Daly.  And to take 

another example, it's plain that efforts were being 

made to steal a Cavalier specifically on the night of 

12th to 13th of August.  

We do have, from the sequence of events statement, some 

timings that help us to work out, at least potentially, 

when the attempts were made to steal John Brady's 

Vectra, that was Vehicle 2 and Theresa Drumgoole's 

Cavalier, that was Vehicle 3.  And furthermore, we have 

some timings to help us work out when it was that 

Paul Ward's vehicle must have been actually taken.  

Hugh McFadden also described men acting suspiciously in 

relation to his Vauxhall Cavalier, Vehicle 1, on night 

of 12th and 13th August but the sequence of events 

statement does not reveal is the at which that happened 

and that time would make a contribution to our 

understanding and so we will need to know.  

Sir, overall we hope that once everyone has seen all 

four hours and 30 minutes of the evidence of Detective 

Superintendent Casserly, they will conclude that what 

we undertook on 1st September was a meaningful 

exercise.  Nonetheless, it had the limitations that we 

have described and it was not the full dynamic process 

of questioning and pressing of witnesses, that will 
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happen, we are sure here.  But what is important that 

everyone should know is that we do fully intend to 

utilise the procedure to seek answers from the Republic 

of Ireland to the outstanding questions which 

undoubtedly do exist.  

So, Sir, having said that, could we, as we said we 

would, suggest that we have a break at this stage.  

We'll need a slightly longer break than we often have.  

So could I suggest that we return at probably 20 to 12 

please.  So, 11:40.

CHAIRMAN:  All right, thank you Mr. Greaney.  

THE INQUIRY ADJOURNED BRIEFLY AND RESUMED AS FOLLOWS:

 

CHAIRMAN:  Yes, Mr. de la Poer. 

MR. DE LA POER:  Sir, good morning.  

ADDRESS BY MR. DE LA POER:

MR. DE LA POER:  Mr. Safranauskas, has returned to the 

witness box to help us with the presentation that he 

has prepared in relation to Part 3 and there are three 

elements as to what is going to happen for the balance 

of the session before lunch and into the afternoon.  

The first aspect of this will be the electronic 

presentation, which will be shown on screen and to 

which Mr. Safranauskas will speak.  
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The second element is the timeline.  The timeline is a 

document prepared by the Inquiry Legal Team, hard 

copies are available in the hearing room, please do not 

mark these as they will be taken up at the end of the 

day for use on later days.  It will be published, in 

full, on the website once it has been completed.  For 

Core Participants, Excel version of the timeline can be 

found at INQ 049132, and a Word version at INQ 049563.  

So, people are able to follow it electronically as well 

and it's a document that was disclosed a couple of 

weeks ago by the Inquiry Legal Team.  

So, that is the timeline and we will be following that 

as we go through the Electronic Presentation of 

Evidence.  

The third aspect, Sir, is the Inquiry Legal Team, 

Part 3 factual evidence summary.  We will be 

interposing that, as we go through, so that we can hear 

greater detail that underlies the presentation.  

Mr. Rafferty will be dealing with that part, so we will 

jointly be examining Mr. Safranauskas.  But we will 

follow that as we go through.  

Can I just say this about the summary, it was said by 

Mr. Greaney on Monday:  It has been the subject of 

consultation with Core Participants.  It will be 

published in full at the conclusion of Part 3.  May I 

repeat what Mr. Greaney said on Monday, that the 
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Inquiry Legal Team is grateful to all Core Participants 

for the contributions they made in relation to 

developing the summaries, this is about the first, and 

the effect of those summaries is to reduce a huge body 

of evidence comprising statements, exhibits and reports 

into an accessible digest of the relevant evidence.  

Sir, with those introductory remarks out of the way, I 

wonder if I may return to the examination of 

Mr. Safranauskas.  

CHAIRMAN:  Good morning, Mr. Safranauskas.

THE WITNESS:  Good morning.  

MR.  MARK SAFRANAUSKAS CONTINUED TO BE QUESTIONED BY 

MR. DE LA POER AS FOLLOWS:

  

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  Mr. Safranauskas, we're just going to 306

introduce two elements of the presentation before we 

get going.  

A. Okay. 

Q. We'll remind everybody, once we get there, but the 307

first is a word about "beacons," and by "beacons" we 

mean a flashing marker on the screen? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Is it right that there are two types of beacon that 308

you've used? 

A. Yes. 

Q. The first type of beacon is coloured red; does that 309

denote a physical location? 
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A. It does, yes. 

Q. And can you, perhaps, give us an example of where you 310

might have used that? 

A. So, a physical location would be such as example as the 

Emerald Bar, or a business such as Town Glass Limited. 

Q. Will we also include the location of landlines? 311

A. We will, yes. 

Q. The second colour that you've used is a blue beacon? 312

A. Yes. 

Q. And what does a blue beacon denote?313

A. A blue beacon will denote a cell site location. 

Q. They flash so as to draw the attention of the eye on 314

the screen to where we might be looking.  

A. Yes. 

Q. Can you confirm that the radius of the circle which 315

flashes is not intended by you to indicate the range or 

direction of any cell site.  

A. Correct. 

Q. It is simply for visual purposes so that people can see 316

where they need to be looking.  

A. Exactly that, yes. 

Q. And we are going to hear from Dr. Tart next week who 317

will speak in front of this presentation, which he has 

reviewed and has approved, so that he can tell us what, 

in fact, we can determine from those physical locations 

that you have marked.  

A. Okay. 

Q. The second introductory matter relates to two phrases 318

you've used about cell site.  Now, is it right that 
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you've used the phrase "no cell site included"?  

A. Yes. 

Q. And is the reason for that that the Inquiry Legal Team 319

has not regarded it as necessary to include the cell 

site data for that call on the basis that the physical 

location of the handset, at that time, is not thought 

to have forensic value? 

A. I believe so, yes. 

Q. And is it also your understanding that because it 320

hasn't been a site that has been investigated, it may 

be the case that there is data for it but it may, 

equally, be the case that we don't have the data for 

it? 

A. Exactly that, yes. 

Q. But we have not sought to investigate that.  But by 321

contrast, where the physical location of a particular 

handset may be thought to have forensic value, and 

where, having looked at the data, we cannot see a cell 

site ascribed to that call and that has been confirmed 

by Dr. Tart, have you used the phrase "no cell site 

available"?  

A. I have. 

Q. We'll see that as we go through.  So, having made those 322

introductory remarks, I wonder if everybody who has a 

timeline - whether physically or electronically - can 

turn it on the page which starts Part 3, and we're 

going to start at row 1 on our timeline where we have 

some data and let's bring up your presentation, please, 

Mr. Safranauskas.  So, we start on 12th August 1998, is 
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that right? 

A. We do, yes.  

Q. [Presentation played].  Just pause it there.  We will 323

become very familiar with this layout but it's the 

first such time.  The tile in the top left-hand corner, 

does that indicate the phone making the call? 

A. Yes, correct. 

Q. And the tile to the right as we look at it, is that the 324

phone receiving the call? 

A. Yes. 

Q. If we just have a look at some further data starting in 325

the top left-hand corner, do we see that that is a call 

made from the 574 landline? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And has that landline been provisionally attributed to 326

Paul Kelly? 

A. Yes. 

Q. On the basis that we went through yesterday? 327

A. Correct. 

Q. We can see that it is an outgoing call to Seamus Daly 328

as is recorded there, 076, duration five seconds? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And we can see further data towards the bottom of the 329

tile, 3:18:02 on 12th August? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Again, moving to the right just to familiarise everyone 330

with the interpretation of what we're seeing, do we see 

the same information mirrored for the incoming handset? 

A. Yes, that's right. 
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Q. And we are, of course, here dealing with the 076 phone, 331

which not only has been attributed to Seamus Daly but 

has been given the colour green? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, that deals with the top left-hand corner.  If we 332

move down to the bottom left-hand corner, you have 

included a clock which provides an "at a glance" 

reference point for when in time the event that is on 

screen is being recorded? 

A. I have, yes. 

Q. If we move round in an anticlockwise fashion, we come 333

to the bottom right-hand corner; have you given a short 

description of the type of even that we're dealing 

with? 

A. Yes. 

Q. In this case, a telephone call? 334

A. Which will be the most common in this presentation, 

yes.  

Q. Then moving up the right-hand side, just above 335

"telephone call," do we see a small box which reads 

"076 no cell site included"? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Just to remind everybody, this is an occasion where the 336

location of Seamus Daly's handset at this time, bearing 

in mind that he is not suspected of direct involvement 

in the theft, has not been included? 

A. Correct. 

Q. So, that location has not been included but we go to 337

the very centre and we see that there is a flashing red 
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beacon? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What does that denote, please? 338

A. That denotes the location Paul Kelly's home address. 

Q. And have you put the last three digits of that 339

telephone next to it to indicate that physical location 

is the landline location of 574? 

A. Yes, I have. 

Q. Although we're spending some time on this first one 340

it's simply to help everybody navigate, and for those 

who wish to look at it on the timeline they will see 

the exact same information has been included at row 1.  

So, having introduced all of this, let's just consider, 

briefly, where we are in the chronology 

Mr. Safranauskas.  We are in the early hours of 12th 

August, is that right? 

A. We are, yes. 

Q. We have a call lasting just five seconds? 341

A. Yes. 

Q. And so, a call that may have connected or may have been 342

diverted to answer phone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And in relation to that call, we can see that the 343

caller on the provisional attribution is Paul Kelly and 

the recipient, Seamus Daly? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, we're going to come to a number of calls as we 344

work through this but is this way round, in other words 
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Mr. Kelly calling Seamus Daly something that we are 

going to see which later forms part of a pattern? 

A. Yes, around, just shy of 24 hours later. 

Q. So, we've started here, we can then move forward, 345

please, in our presentation? 

CHAIRMAN:  Mr. de la Poer, do you mind just before we 

leave that first entry in the timeline booklet. 

MR. DE LA POER:  Yes. 

CHAIRMAN:  Can I just understand one thing?  There's an 

asterisk associated with some numbers but not all, can 

you help us to know what that means?  

MR. DE LA POER:  It should be all, the asterisk is to 

indicate a contractual -- in other words, it's the last 

three digits of the phone and there are numbers which 

precede it, as everybody would expect, for a full 

telephone number.  The absence of an asterisk is not 

intended to be significant.  Of course, when somebody 

phones 121, that is the totality of the digits that 

they dial.  So where there is no asterisk and they're 

call an answer phone that's because those are the only 

numbers that they dialled. 

CHAIRMAN:  But if we look, for example, at row 8. 

MR. DE LA POER:  Yes, there should be an asterisk 

there. 

CHAIRMAN:  So, we should not read anything into that?  

MR. DE LA POER:  No, no, don't ascribe anything into 

that, Sir, that is an error. 

CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.  

Q. MR. DE LE POER:  Mr. Safranauskas, we will move 346
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forward, please, to your next entry on your 

presentation.  [Presentation played].  And we're now at 

708, is that right?  

A. Yes. 

Q. And at 708 do we see that Seamus Daly called his answer 347

phone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And the duration of that, please? 348

A. 14 seconds. 

Q. And no cell site included for this call? 349

A. No. 

Q. If we move forward, please, to what will be entry 3 in 350

the timeline.  [Presentation played].  We're just 

before midday, at this point, Mr. Safranauskas? 

A. We are, yes. 

Q. Do you want to just work us through the elements that 351

we can see here? 

A. Yes.  So, starting from the top left we see the green 

076 phone provisionally attributed to Seamus Daly 

making an outgoing telephone call to the landline of 

the Emerald Bar.  It is for a duration of four seconds.  

The Emerald Bar in the centre of the screen depicted in 

the location.

Q. And, again, this is picking up from where we were 352

yesterday; we know that Seamus Daly had a connection to 

Colm Murphy? 

A. Yes. 

Q. We know, also, that Seamus Daly's partner at the time, 353

Sile Grew, worked at the Emerald Bar? 
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A. We do, yes. 

Q. And, of course, we know that the Emerald Bar was owned 354

by Colm Murphy? 

A. Correct. 

Q. So, if we move forward, please, to the next item.  355

[Presentation played].  We can see just under a minute 

later another very short call to the Emerald Bar? 

A. We do, yes. 

Q. And the participant being the same, the 076 green 356

phone? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. Now, if we move forward, please, we have our first cell 357

site entry? 

A. Yes. 

Q. This call has been included because it has relevant 358

information about the location of Anthony Donegan's 

phone, is that right? 

A. Yes, it does. 

Q. It is not suggested there is any significance, at the 359

moment, attributed to the 529, which is a currently 

unattributed number? 

A. Correct. 

Q. So not one of those that we looked at yesterday? 360

A. No. 

Q. But what this call does tell us is that 361

Anthony Donegan's mobile telephone ending 498, at 12:37 

on the 12th was using a cell site in the Dundalk area? 

A. It was, yes. 

Q. So, if we move forward, please.  [Presentation played].  362



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

12:01

12:01

12:02

12:02

12:02

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

63

If we just pause it there.  We can see here we're about 

just under two hours on from the last call made from 

the 498 handset? 

A. Yes. 

Q. This is to the same unattributed person number --363

A. Yes. 

Q. -- 529, but the significance for us, if there is any, 364

is the handset that is attributed to Anthony Donegan is 

using a cell site at Clermont Carn? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Or sometimes pronounce had Clermont Cairn? 365

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. And that is up to the north and east of Dundalk? 366

A. That's right. 

Q. We move forward, please, to our next entry.  367

[Presentation played].  Here we have an outgoing call, 

is that right, from the Emerald Bar? 

A. We do, yes. 

Q. Which is in Dundalk? 368

A. Yes. 

Q. And that is four-second call to the 989 telephone 369

number? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Provisionally attributed to Joe Fee? 370

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. Now, we're going to see something that appears in the 371

data more than once.  If everybody looks at their 

timeline at the entry that had previously been on 

screen, bearing in mind what is on screen right now, we 
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see that at 14:50:16 there was a call of four seconds 

from the Emerald Bar to Joseph Fee, and we can see the 

next row, Mr. Safranauskas, that there was a 

three-second call from Joseph Fee's mobile to his 

answer phone? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. Sir, it may be the lack of asterisk there is to 372

represent the fact that that's just a call to his 

answer phone.  But, at all events, we probably need to 

unpick a little bit about the timings.  

Now, the eagle-eyed may have noticed that row 7 in our 

timeline, Mr. Safranauskas, the previous entry, was 

timed at 14:50:16? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that this entry is timed apparently 16 seconds 373

earlier because it's given the designation 14:50:00? 

A. Yes.

Q. Is this the explanation for that apparent anomaly, that 374

the phone data we have doesn't provide in seconds when 

the answer phone call was made? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And, therefore, we don't know, within 14:50, when that 375

answer phone call occurred whether it was before or 

after the preceding call? 

A. No, just that it happened within that minute. 

Q. But that what we do see frequently within the data, and 376

not all of it included, that there is commonly the case 

of a very short call to Joseph Fee and that in that 
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same minute there is also a call by Joe Fee to the 

answer phone of a similar length? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. So, we can see that the preceding call is just four 377

seconds, which may be consistent with a very short 

message being left, and then there is a very short call 

to the answer phone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And so, what the Inquiry Legal Team has done is to pair 378

those two calls, to relate them to each other because 

of the pattern within the data? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And to draw the inference that the answer phone call is 379

it likely to have occurred after the incoming call? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, if we move forward, please, to see what is 380

happening at 3:30 that afternoon.  [Presentation 

played].  So, we're back to where we started, 

Mr. Safranauskas? 

A. We are, yes. 

Q. At 3:30, an outgoing call from the Paul Kelly landline 381

to the green phone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. This a more substantial call, how long was it please? 382

A. 44 seconds. 

Q. And, again, we've not included the cell site data for 383

the location of the 076 phone? 

A. No. 

Q. So, we're going to move now to Anthony Donegan, please, 384
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and where his phone was at about the same time, so just 

a few minutes later? 

A. Yes. 

Q. 15:43, a different unattributed number, 449? 385

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. For the purpose of this to illustrate where the 386

Anthony Donegan 498 handset was? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And it was in the area served by the 498 cell site? 387

A. The 0270 cell site. 

Q. Yes, forgive me.  And that cell site is a cell site 388

which was physically based in Dundalk? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Next, another call from the Donegan handset just a few 389

minutes later and still using the same cell with the 

designation 0270.  

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. If we go over the page, please.  [Presentation played].  390

As we go through the afternoon, we have a sequence of 

more calls involving the Anthony Donegan 498? 

A. We do. 

Q. 4:15 using the 0270 cell Dundalk? 391

A. Correct. 

Q. If we move forward please.  [Presentation played].  392

16:33, the same cell is being used? 

A. It's 0375 now, not the 0270 but it's still in the 

Dundalk area. 

Q. Thank you.  If we move forward to what is our row 14.  393

[Presentation played].  So here we have a number of 
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data points which may be of significance? 

A. Yes. 

Q. We're at just after 4:40 in the afternoon of the 12th? 394

A. Correct. 

Q. We know, as a matter of fact, that in some few hours 395

Paul Ward's Vauxhall Cavalier will be stolen? 

A. We do. 

Q. We can see here a 40 a call of 48 seconds between the 396

Anthony Donegan 498 and the Paul Kelly 574 phones? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And at the time of the call, the cell site being used 397

by the Donegan handset is 0375, a cell site situated in 

Dundalk? 

A. Correct.

Q. We can also see that the user of the Paul Kelly 398

landline, who the Inquiry Legal Team provisionally 

attribute as being Paul Kelly, also physically in 

Dundalk at that time? 

A. Yes, correct. 

Q. Now, we're going to move to our row 15.  [Presentation 399

played].  Just pause this, we need to say a little bit 

more about this.  

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, we looked yesterday Damien Lawless and his wife? 400

A. We did. 

Q. And the landline at the matrimonial home, the contract 401

for that was in the name of Damien Lawless's wife, is 

that right? 

A. It was, yes. 
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Q. But on the Inquiry Legal Team's provisional 402

attribution, we are exploring the hypothesis of whether 

that was Damien Lawless who may have been using it? 

A. Yes. 

Q. A man with strong connections with the Real IRA and 403

convictions for terrorism? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Joseph Fee, also a man with terrorist-related 404

convictions? 

A. That's correct, yes. 

Q. And here, a contact of 28 seconds? 405

A. Yes. 

Q. And the time is four minutes past five? 406

A. Correct, yes. 

Q. We'll move forward, please, to a short time later.  407

[Presentation played].  This is just two minutes later.  

Again, just remind us Mr. Safranauskas, we looked at 

Alan Clarke yesterday? 

A. We did, yes. 

Q. What is his relationship that we looked at with 408

Joseph Fee? 

A. He worked with him/employed him as an electrician. 

Q. And did Alan Clarke also employ Sean Hoey in the same 409

capacity? 

A. He did, yes. 

Q. So, this is an outgoing call of one minute and one 410

second between two mobile telephones? 

A. Yes. 

Q. We then move forward please to 5:09 that afternoon? 411
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A. Yes. 

Q. And this is two brothers --412

A. Yes. 

Q. -- on the provisional attribution, 132 and 989, 413

speaking for a period of 42 seconds? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. [Presentation played].  The next entry we are going to 414

use just pause over for a moment, because this is one 

of those entries, Mr. Safranauskas, that has been taken 

into account in relation to the provisional attribution 

of 430, is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, we heard yesterday that there was reason to believe 415

that Liam Campbell was the user of 615? 

A. Yes. 

Q. If Liam Campbell was using 615 at 17:24, then ordinary 416

human experience, Mr. Safranauskas, would suggest that 

he wasn't phoning himself? 

A. Correct.  

Q. So, 430, which has been, as we heard, a phone that 417

Oliver Treanor was responsible for in terms of the 

contract? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And as he accepted, that he paid the bill? 418

A. Yes. 

Q. For the purpose of the working hypothesis, the 419

attributions which we discussed yesterday have taken 

into account this call and some others that we're going 

to look at? 
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A. Yes, they have. 

Q. To draw the inference that it is Oliver Treanor using 420

430 at this time rather than Liam Campbell? 

A. Exactly. 

Q. But as we acknowledge, in the event that Liam Campbell 421

wasn't using 615, then that would mean that that 

provisional attribution would be substantially weaker? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Next please.  [Presentation played].  17:26, now, 422

John Fee, is here making a telephone call to Derek 

'Shanty' Brady? 

A. Yes. 

Q. In your experience, Mr. Safranauskas, is one of the 423

approaches used by police investigation to conduct what 

is called call pattern analysis? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that is to see whether or not there are patterns 424

within the calls from which it may be possible to draw 

inferences about connections? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, let's just have a look at this possibility.  We can 425

see that at row 17, 17:09 John Fee called Joseph Fee 

and that that call was for 45 seconds? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And then we can see that some 15 minutes or so later, 426

John Fee called Derek 'Shanty' Brady for a similar 

period of time, namely 39 seconds? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Of course, I'm sure you'll be the first to accept, 427
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Mr. Safranauskas, just on the basis of that information 

one could not draw any certain conclusion that the two 

calls are related? 

A. No, they couldn't. 

Q. But that exists as a possibility that we will want to 428

bear in mind as we go through? 

A. It certainly would, yes. 

Q. So, we'll see some even closer examples in due course, 429

but let us turn now please to row 20, which is now 

timed at nine minutes to six in the evening.

A. Yes.

Q. Again, we see the same combination as we saw a moment 430

or two earlier, that previous call being about half an 

hour before this one, the 615, provisionally attributed 

to Liam Campbell calling the 437 red phone 

provisionally attributed to Oliver Treanor at this 

time? 

A. Yes, correct. 

Q. Next, row 21.  We've moved forward over an hour in the 431

time.  

A. Yes.

Q. This is the phone provisionally attributed to 432

Peter Campbell? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Which is calling that 430 red phone? 433

A. Yes. 

Q. And given the provisional attribution to Oliver Treanor 434

just an hour or so before, that provisional attribution 

has been maintained here? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. Next, we're going to see another of these pairings that 435

we've seen before.  [Presentation played].  

Seamus Daly, 076, calling 989, Joseph Fee? 

A. Yes. 

Q. The time of that 19:38:19? 436

A. Correct. 

Q. The length of the call, four seconds? 437

A. Yes. 

Q. So, if they spoke, not very much can have been imparted 438

by way of words? 

A. Nothing of any real substance, no. 

Q. Although it is possible that one can communicate quite 439

a lot in a very short period of time? 

A. Yes. 

Q. But, equally, if it was a voicemail the same would be 440

true? 

A. Yes. 

Q. We can see that at row 23 we have another of these 441

examples that we spoke about, that at some point in 

19:38, Joseph Fee on the provisional attribution called 

his answering service? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And the call was of similar length to the call from 442

Seamus Daly to Joseph Fee?

A. That's right, yes.

Q. So the pattern; incoming call to Joseph Fee and in the 443

same minute call to the answering service by Joseph Fee 

for a similar length of time? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. And if we move forward please to row 24.  [Presentation 444

played].  We have another call to the answer service? 

A. Yes. 

Q. This a longer one, 16 seconds, and it's timed at 19:48? 445

A. Yes, correct. 

Q. Now, it may be that that is in the wrong order on our 446

timeline because our next entry is timed at 19:48:27? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, in the same minute as that answer phone entry? 447

A. Yes. 

Q. For 15 seconds? 448

A. Yes.

Q. And that is a call Joseph Fee to Colm Murphy? 449

A. Yes. 

Q. Now there, I say "may be" in fact, Mr. Safranauskas, 450

given that that's an outgoing call by Joseph Fee does 

that tend to suggest that the order included in the 

timeline is correct, in other words that Mr. Fee 

checked his answer phone and then made a call to 

Colm Murphy? 

A. Yes, there's obvious commonality between the duration, 

but when you look at the outgoing call, it's Joseph Fee 

to Colm Murphy, so, yes, it's in the right order. 

Q. Next, we're now at 19 minutes past eight in the 451

evening, do we see another call? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Joseph Fee to Colm Murphy? 452

A. Yes. 
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Q. Now, if we just again pause for a moment and bear in 453

mind call pattern analysis, and what that might be able 

to help us with, if everybody looks at row 22, that is 

an entry that we saw a few moments ago, 19:38, a call 

from Seamus Daly to Joseph Fee? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Followed in this ordering by a checking of the answer 454

phone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And then another check of the answer phone performed 455

ten minutes later? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And then a call by Joseph Fee to Colm Murphy? 456

A. Yes. 

Q. So, again, is one potential inference that the message, 457

if that was what it was, by Seamus Daly to Joseph Fee 

was something that he picked up and then caused him to 

call Colm Murphy? 

A. Yes. 

MR. GREANEY:  That takes us through to row 26 in our 

presentation.  I'm now going to turn over, please, to 

Mr. Rafferty who's going to take us through the next 

section and the Inquiry Legal Team summary.  

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS, WAS QUESTIONED BY MR. RAFFERTY 

AS FOLLOWS: 

Q. MR. RAFFERTY:  Good afternoon, Mr. Safranauskas.  458

A. Good afternoon. 
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Q. Whilst the presentation moves on, we're going to look, 459

aren't we, at the topic of attempted theft of vehicles 

prior to 15th August, isn't that right?  

A. We are, yes. 

Q. And we're first going to look at the information from 460

Mr. Hugh McFadden? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Just to help orientate everyone in terms of the place, 461

and the date and the time.  It's right, isn't it, that 

he gave evidence or gave information to Gardaí to say 

that he lived in County Donegal, isn't that right? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. And on the evening of 12th August 1998, he was making 462

his way home from Dublin to Donegal and stopped in 

Carrickmacross, isn't that right? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And he said that he did that between 9:00 and 9:30 in 463

the evening? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, Mr. McFadden said in his statement to the Gardaí 464

that he got out of his vehicle in Carrickmacross, 

having parked it on the left-hand side of the street, 

across from toilets at the bottom of the town.  He said 

that he locked the car with his key and that had the 

effect of locking the door permanently and disabling 

the engine.  It could only be released by the car key.  

And he said that on the way to the bathroom across the 

road he noticed a large white Peugeot 405 parked facing 

the same direction as his car on the opposite side of 
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the road.  And isn't it right, Mr. Safranauskas, that 

in describing the Peugeot he said that it was a pearl 

white colour? 

A. He did, yes. 

Q. And can you recall what other description he gave in 465

relation to that vehicle? 

A. He did say that two individuals got out of it. 

Q. He said in his statement, I believe as well, that it 466

needed a wash? 

A. Yes. 

Q. But it was a vehicle that "looked to be in good nick" 467

in his terms.  He said it was a car that had no spoiler 

and no wheel trims, isn't that right?

A. Correct. 

Q. And you were just going on to say that he had made an 468

observation, I think, is that right? 

A. Yes.  So, as he walked back to his car he saw two 

individuals walking towards it. 

Q. And he was particularly concerned, he said in his 469

statement to the guards about the rear left-hand 

passenger door, isn't that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So we understand from Mr. McFadden that he said that 470

the central locking on this particular door, something 

hadn't been working properly and that had been the case 

for some time.  He said that sometimes he would forget 

to check that door manually.  And he told the Gardaí 

that having checked his car he then went to look for a 

restaurant that he knew, isn't that right, 
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Mr. Safranauskas? 

A. Yes. 

Q. He said the restaurant was busy and he decided to 471

travel on home to Donegal? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, if we can move the presentation on please.  472

[Presentation played].  We understand, Sir, that as he 

was walking back to his car that he saw, initially from 

a distance of about 200 yards, the two men that he'd 

seen earlier sitting in the white Peugeot 405 at his 

car.  Mr. McFadden, Sir, we will go on to provide 

information to the guards in September and he would 

compile, ultimately, or the guards would compile, 

ultimately, a CompuSketch of the people who he 

described as being at his vehicle.  

Now, am I right, Mr. Safranauskas, that the 

CompuSketch, as you can see, is labelled 

"CompuSketch 2," is the person that he described as 

having been the passenger of the Peugeot 405 vehicle? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Mr. McFadden said, Sir, that he was the person who was 473

standing beside the driver's door of his vehicle.  And 

he said that he was looking in the sunroof.  

Mr. McFadden described him as someone in the following 

terms.  He said that:  

"He was very well built, very robust, about 17 stone, 

close to six foot in height, in his early thirties.  
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His hair was scrappy looking, straggly at the back, 

greasy and combed back as if he had run his fingers 

through it.  It was black in colour and he had a black 

goatee beard with a moustache as part of it.  The rest 

of his faced had stubble on it.  He was a bit fattish 

around the face.  He would be overweight and he wore a 

check shirt with the colour black in it and blue jeans.  

They were faded out looking but not dirty."  

Mr. McFadden said that he had the impression, Sir, that 

the person had tried the driver's door to see if he 

could open it.  He said:  

"The other individual was at the back of the vehicle 

and was leant over and looked as if he was trying to 

open the front."  

He went on to say that:  

"He had gone onto the footpath on the passenger side of 

my car and I saw him looking into my car.  He also 

seemed to be trying the doorhandles."  

And that second person that he described, 

Mr. Safranauskas, that's the person you can see 

depicted in CompuSketch 1, isn't that right? 

A. That's right, yes.  

Q. Mr. McFadden said:  474

"The second fellow was smaller than the first, about 
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5'10, mid to late 20s, 25 to 27 years old with sandy 

blonde hair."  

A. Yes. 

Q. He said:  475

"It was short and straggly and it looked a little as if 

he had just got out of bed."

Isn't that right?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Mr. McFadden went on to say:  476

"I cannot remember what he was wearing, he was the 

driver of the Peugeot 405."  

Just move on in the presentation a little bit.  

[Presentation played].  Mr. McFadden said that when he 

was about 30 yards away from his vehicle he got the 

impression two men had seen him and started to move 

back towards their car.  He unlocked his car and got 

in, looking across the Peugeot 405, when he said he saw 

what he described as "the big hefty fellow staring at 

me staring me out."  Mr. McFadden then concluded, 

Mr. Safranauskas, didn't he, by saying:  

"The Peugeot drove off doing a U-turn coming back up 

the street and away."

A. That's correct, yes.  
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MR. RAFFERTY:  Thank you, Mr. Safranauskas, I think we 

can look at line 28 on the timeline now.  

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY MR. DE 

LA POER AS FOLLOWS:

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  If I can return to look at small 477

number of telephone calls.  

A. Yes.

Q. Seamus Daly to Joseph Fee on the provisional 478

attributions?

A. Yes.

Q. The time is now 21:19? 479

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, again, I'd just remind everybody that there had 480

been contact between these two handsets at 19:38, that 

was our row 22? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that there was, in between that contact and the one 481

we are looking at, at row 28, also contact between 

Joseph Fee 989 mobile and the Colm Murphy 585 mobile? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. Having considered row 28, let's move forward please to 482

row 29.  [Presentation played].  Steadily, 

Mr. Safranauskas, working our way through the evening 

of 12th August? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And here at row 29 we can see a voice call of 483

50 seconds between the landline of Paul Jennings and 
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556, Sile Grew? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And we remind ourselves from yesterday that they were 484

siblings-in-law? 

A. They were, yes. 

Q. [Presentation played].  Row 30, 21:55, a 13-second 485

contact between the Joseph Fee 989, Seamus Daly green 

phone, 076? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, again, just reminding ourselves of what we've 486

looked at over the course of this evening in terms of 

those particular handsets:  Contact at 19:38 for a very 

short time; subsequent contact with Colm Murphy in the 

early evening; contact at 21:19 (that's our row 28); 

and then the position is reversed in terms of which is 

the calling number at 21:55, about half an hour later? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Row 31, the last in this sequence.  [Presentation 487

played].  We have the Colm Murphy landline? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That is 911, and that is contacting the 556 mobile of 488

Sile Grew.  A lengthy contact, by any measure, two 

minutes and 16 seconds? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, the next entry we're just going to note at the 489

moment, we're going to hear soon an animation in 

relation to John Brady but not just yet.  But, we can 

note that according to his witness statement, as 

Mr. Rafferty will take us through in due course, that 
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at 22:30 he parked his blue Opel Vectra outside 25, 

St. Macartan's Villas at Carrickmacross? 

A. Yes. 

MR. GREANEY:  Giving that as the approximate time that 

he was parking.  I'll hand over now, please, to 

Mr. Rafferty to deal with row 33.

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY 

MR. RAFFERTY AS FOLLOWS:

Q. MR. RAFFERTY:  So, Mr. Safranauskas, we're going to 490

look at the information received Mr. Paul Ward, and 

that's, obviously, a name that the Inquiry has heard 

already this week? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Mr. Ward, Sir, told the Gardaí on 16th August 1998 that 491

he was in a relationship with a lady called, 

Teresa Connolly, who lived at an address at 56 

St. Macartan's Villas in Carrickmacross, isn't that 

right, Mr. Safranauskas? 

A. Yes. 

Q. I think is that what we're about to see in the 492

presentation? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Mr. Ward told the Gardaí that he saw her almost every 493

weekend since buying the car, which I will come to in a 

moment, Sir.  He said that:  

"Since September 1997, I would routinely park my car 
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outside 56 St. Macartan's Villas most weekend nights 

and it would normally be parked for up to four hours."  

And he said that he had his car washed and filled with 

petrol on the evening of the 12th, Wednesday 12th 

August 1998.  Having left his home at around about 8:30 

in the evening, and then drove to Ms. Connolly's house.  

He stated, Sir, that he drove along the main 

Dublin-Derry Road to Carrickmacross and then up through 

Cloughvalley, up Farney Street and on to St. Macartan's 

Villas "where I parked it outside number 56 for about 

30 minutes."  And then, Mr. Safranauskas, he told the 

Gardaí, didn't he, that he then left the property with 

Ms. Connolly? 

A. Yes.

Q. He travelled in his vehicle to Hope Castle in 494

Castleblayney which is understood by the Inquiry, 

certainly, to be a licensed premises.  At this point 

where we see St. Macartan's Villas, number 56, you've 

already been asked question about the individual called 

Anthony Donegan? 

A. I have, yes. 

Q. I believe the Inquiry has already received some 495

information in relation to an account given by 

Mr. Donegan --

A. Yes.

Q. -- which related to St. Macartan's Villas, isn't that 496

correct? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. As best you can, could you try and assist us to marry 497

together the information he gave to the Gardaí and what 

we see then on screen in the presentation? 

A. Yes.  So, this will become more apparent in subsequent 

entries when we have a look at a sketch that 

Anthony Donegan gave of the area of Macartan's Villas 

in a police interview.  Now, what I would draw your 

attention to, at this point, is the long stretch of 

road which is Macartan's Villas and, again, we'll see 

it as the piece plays on, we'll see an "X" around a 

particular spot on that long stretch of road.  And then 

what we'll also see on that sketch is that there is an 

arcing road which in this context here is Convent View, 

but in Anthony Donegan's sketch when applying this 

logic to it, it does bear resemblance to the Macartan's 

Villas area. 

Q. Yes, and does it bear resemblance to the arc that 498

you've described? 

A. It does, yes. 

Q. Thank you.  And, so, he we know that Mr. Ward and 499

Ms. Connolly stayed at the place called Hope Castle 

until around 10:40 on that evening and that they left 

to return to Carrickmacross.  Mr. Ward said that he had 

returned to his car and found it as he left it before 

travelling back to her property.  And he said:  

"At that stage all lights worked on the week on this 

journey and all had been working perfectly up to that 

date, other than the light flashing unit on the 
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headlight switch.  Nobody followed me, to my knowledge, 

and on arrival at 56 St. Macartan's Villas at 

11:00 p.m. I saw nothing unusual.  

So if we can move the presentation on please.  

[Presentation played].  We are going to see next an 

image of a vehicle, could you tell us about that 

vehicle please, Mr. Safranauskas?  

A. Yes.  So, we have already heard information about this.  

This is Paul Ward's vehicle which he cleaned and 

polished and took a photo of. 

Q. We know, Sir, in a statement that he provided to the 500

Gardaí on 16th August that he said that:  

"In September of 1997, when I resumed my duties at 

Dundalk RTC, I bought a car, a maroon-coloured Vauxhall 

Cavalier 1600 CC petrol from Martin Carragher in 

Annyalla in Castleblayney, paying £3,300 for it.  I 

would describe the car as being wine in colour and in 

very good condition.  It had central locking, a 

sunroof, electric windows, and had a tow bar fitted - a 

standard-type one."  

Mr. Ward said, Sir, that:  

"The car's registration plate read 91-DL-2554 written 

in black on a white background with an IRL crest in the 

corner."  

Mr. Ward knew that the car had been imported.  He said:  
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"The car was undamaged with no dents or scratches save 

for a small spot of rust on a rear panel."  

He went on to say:  

"The only additions to the vehicle were two main mud 

flaps..."  which he had fitted himself.  

He said the car had a badge in the front windscreen in 

relation to his part-time employment.  He then went on 

to say in another statement to the Gardaí, the car 

displayed a tax disc and an insurance disc in a white 

plastic rectangular holder, which was located in the 

front windscreen in the centre and behind the rearview 

mirror.  He said the tax disc expired in July 1998, and 

the insurance was due to expire in July of 1999.  

If I could ask you to play the presentation, 

Mr. Safranauskas.  [Presentation played].  If you can 

tell us what we see on the screen now?  

A. Yes, this is V5 certificate of ownership of the 

Vauxhall Cavalier owned by Mr. Paul Ward. 

Q. And we can see in the top left-hand corner, 501

approximately, of the image, the name Mr. Paul Ward, 

isn't that correct? 

A. We can, yes.  

Q. I think he we might be able to see this in at least two 502

different locations, but in the bottom right-hand 
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corner, or thereabouts, you appear to see the 

registration 91-DL-2554, is that correct? 

A. Just there, yes.

Q. Thank you.  If we can move the presentation on.  503

[Presentation played].  We should then see 

56 St. Macartan's Villas? 

A. Yes. 

Q. He is that the property to the foreground? 504

A. Yes, correct. 

Q. Behind the post that we see towards the left, is that 505

correct? 

A. Yes.  Just there, yes.  

Q. Thank you.  We know, Sir, here that Mr. Ward told the 506

Gardaí, he said:  

"I parked my car about 10 feet forward of the entrance 

to number 56 and adjacent to a high green hedge."  

I think, Mr. Safranauskas, in terms of the hedge that 

Mr. Ward's describing, can you just see that on the 

image? 

A. Yes, just there. 

Q. He said:  507

"I locked the car having clicked the steering wheel in 

the locked position.  When I parked it, it read 96,660 

miles or thereabouts, 50 miles up or down."  

Q.508

That's the hedge that we referred to a minute ago? 
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A. Yes.

Q. And what direction is this image? 509

A. This is going the opposite direction, so 56 Macartan's 

Villas would be to the right of camera view. 

MR. RAFFERTY:  Thank you, Mr. Safranauskas.

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY MR. DE 

LA POER AS FOLLOWS:  

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  If you would like to play the 510

presentation on.  [Presentation played].  We move away 

from events in Carrickmacross and we return to the 

telephone calls? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Row 34 in our timeline, as displayed on the screen, 511

we're now at one minute past 11 in the evening on 12th 

August, is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And we have a call from the 076 green phone to the 512

family home of the Daly family? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that is a call that lasts a period of one minute 513

and six seconds? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. We're going to see that combination calling from 076 to 514

the Patrick Daly phone later again, aren't we? 

A. We are, yes. 

Q. Now, we're back to combination we have already seen 515

here? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. This is a call from the Colm Murphy landline in the 516

Ravensdale area? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And it is to the Sile Grew mobile telephone? 517

A. Yes.

Q. 556, a duration of 49 seconds and if anybody wants to 518

make a cross-reference, we saw that same combination at 

row 31 for a period of two minutes and 16, and that was 

a call that was about half an hour or nearly an hour 

earlier to this one? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, over the page.  [Presentation played].  If we just 519

take our time on this one, Mr. Greaney already 

introduced it to us on Monday, but it's important to 

note all of the data points that are available in 

relation; do you agree? 

A. Yeah, I do. 

Q. So, this is a call at 21:21:03? 520

A. Yes. 

Q. And it is from the landline of Paul Kelly? 521

A. Yes. 

Q. And it is to the phone of Anthony Donegan? 522

A. Yes. 

Q. We have a red beacon marking the location of the 523

landline but this is an occasion, Mr. Safranauskas, on 

which we asked Dr. Tart to help us with the cell site 

information but there is no such information available 

within the material we have? 
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A. Yes, that's correct. 

Q. And are you aware - and Dr. Tart will be able to speak 524

to this in greater detail - the reason for that may be 

that it is an incoming call on that handset where data 

for cell site was less reliably recorded? 

A. Yes, that's my understanding. 

Q. So, we don't know which mast the Donegan phone is using 525

at that time, we know that earlier that day he had used 

masts in the Dundalk area and there is one occasion of 

a use of a mast to the northwest of that, but in the 

run-up to this period, in terms of the most recent 

calls, the masts were in the Dundalk area? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. And we can see from the duration of the call of 27 526

seconds, that call will have ended at 23:21:30? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. So, that is row 36.  If we then move to row 37, which 527

is the next presentation point.  [Presentation played].  

So, having being involved in a 27-second call with the 

Anthony Donegan mobile telephone, just 28 seconds after 

it ends? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, we're 23:21:58, that same Paul Kelly landline now 528

calls Seamus Daly's 076 green phone? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. And the length of that call, as a matter of fact, is 529

precisely, to the second, the same length? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And, again, Mr. Safranauskas, based on your experience, 530
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this is an example where the potential inference as to 

a connection between calls may become stronger? 

A. Yeah, this is a much stronger example of that. 

Q. Of course, that isn't necessarily conclusive on its own 531

but we see a very close time relationship between the 

calls? 

A. Yes, we do. 

Q. And when one is looking at these sort of inferences, is 532

one of the factors that may be taken into account in 

terms of assessing its strength, to see whether we see 

that same pattern occur any other time? 

A. Exactly that, yes. 

Q. The line of reasoning going that it is less likely that 533

they are unrelated if the pattern occurs more than 

once? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, just recap over the two calls that we've seen, the 534

time is shortly before midnight, about 39 minutes 

before midnight on the 12th? 

A. Yes.

Q. Tipping into the 13th.  The contact, firstly, from 535

Paul Kelly and to Anthony Donegan, and then immediately 

after from Paul Kelly to Seamus Daly? 

A. That's right, yes. 

MR. DE LE POER:  I'll turn back to the part of the 

presentation that deals with what happens in 

Carrickmacross at this point.
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MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY 

MR. RAFFERTY AS FOLLOWS:

Q. MR. RAFFERTY:  We're going to look now at the period of 536

time, the early hours of 13th August? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And potential sightings of Mr. Ward's vehicle, isn't 537

that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. We heard from Detective Superintendent Casserly earlier 538

on, and he's given some evidence about those sightings, 

but the first that we are aware of is from Ms. Rose 

Finnegan, is that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And she lived close to St. Macartan's Villas, is that 539

correct? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. Can you just show that to us on the screen, please.  540

A. That's a bit further down, around here [indicating].  

Q. And we know that she told the Gardaí that she had been 541

at home all day on 12th August, Sir, and that at around 

15 minutes after midnight, so very early on 13th 

August, she had accompanied someone onto the footpath 

outside her home, and when doing so they noticed a 

maroon-coloured car parked on the street, and she said 

that it had a Donegal registration, isn't that correct, 

Mr. Safranauskas? 

A. It is, yes. 

Q. And she recalled a certain part of the registration, is 542
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that correct? 

A. Yes.

Q. What was that?543

A. 91-DL. 

Q. And she couldn't remember the figures that followed 544

that, is that correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. So, Ms. Finnegan told the Gardaí that the car was, in 545

her view, probably owned by a relative of a neighbour 

who lived in Donegal.  She said she knew nothing about 

cars but it was a maroon car that was facing the end of 

the cul-de-sac.  She said that she had her hand on the 

front passenger wing of the car.  And that she'd seen 

it parked in a similar position on a number of previous 

occasions.  Whilst she didn't know the owner, she said 

that she knew the car to see and she didn't see 

anything else of interest or hear anything of interest 

at that time.  

We can move the presentation on to the next sighting, 

Mr. Safranauskas.  

A. Yes.

Q. That involves Mrs. Teresa Drumgoole, isn't that 546

correct? 

A. Yes.

Q. And she lives also in the vicinity? 547

A. Yes.

Q. She lives at 45 St. Macartan's Villas? 548

A. Correct. 
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Q. And she said that she and her family drove a maroon 549

four-door saloon Vauxhall Cavalier vehicle, which will 

appear on the screen now in a moment? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That's it on the right-hand side in two images, 550

Mr. Safranauskas? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. She said, Sir, to the Gardaí that on the night of 12th 551

August she parked her car outside number 47, as the 

space outside her home was occupied.  She described the 

car as being around 10 to 15 yards from her front gate.  

She left the car unlocked, as she always did.  She did 

not check the steering lock was in place.  

Sir, Mrs. Drumgoole went to bed about 15 minutes after 

midnight on 13th August, very early hours of that 

morning, with her bedroom being to the upstairs front 

of the property she said that the window was open and 

the curtains were drawn.  Mrs. Drumgoole said she lay 

awake for some time.  

Mr. Safranauskas, at around a quarter to one or ten to 

one in the morning it's correct to say that the engine 

of her car was being turned outside?  

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. And did she say that she heard it just give one engine 552

spin? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And then stopped? 553
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A. Yes.

Q. "Which is also a feature of the starter of my car.  It 554

will only turn once and then you have to turn the key 

and start again.  There was complete silence after 

that.  I heard no vehicles or persons or anything 

outside."  

Sir, Mrs. Drumgoole said she went to the window seconds 

later but that she didn't see anything or anyone.  From 

where she was standing she could not see the place 

where she parked her car.  She said that she went back 

to bed and went to sleep and that she went to her car 

about 15 minutes after midday on 13th August.  She said 

the car had not been moved.  There was nothing unusual 

in the vehicle or on the ground around the car.  

Mrs. Drumgoole said that she noticed the driver's door 

was closed but not fully secure saying to the Gardaí 

that you would have to give it another push to fully 

close it.  She did not notice any damage in the car or 

anything missing.  It started normally for her although 

she noticed that the wiper switch was on.  

If we could move the presentation on please.  

[Presentation played].  We're going to look, 

Mr. Safranauskas, at another person whose name we've 

heard already which is Mr. Patrick Conlon, isn't that 

correct?  

A. Yes, that's right. 
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Q. And he lived in Pearse Avenue? 555

A. Yes. 

Q. Close to St. Macartan's Villas? 556

A. Correct.

Q. He gave information to the Gardaí, Sir, about what he 557

heard and what he was doing on the evening of 12th 

August into the morning of 13th August.  

Mr. Conlon said, he described, it as quiet residential 

area where he lived, consisting of a row of houses 

which had an entrance at each end.  Both entrances are 

described as being on a steep rise.  And he said around 

about 1:00 a.m. on the morning of 13th August, car 

lights were noticed reflecting off his front sitting 

room window, just above where he had been watching 

television.  You heard earlier, Sir, about a football 

match that had been of interest to him.  

Mr. Conlon said that he was very wary of strange people 

or cars being in the area.  He pulled up the roller 

blind, looked out and saw a car travelling from the 

direction of Dundalk.  Mr. Conlon described it as 

cruising very slowly.  He thought the vehicle was a red 

Peugeot 405 car and said that he was almost 100% sure 

about this.  He thought it was suspicious given that it 

was travelling slowly.  

Mr. Conlon thought that the registration plate of the 

vehicle included the details "JI," or possibly "RJI."  
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He said the three people were in the vehicle and had 

travelled towards Carrickmacross Town Centre which is 

when he last saw it.  

The presentation, Mr. Safranauskas, can we move on 

towards the centre of Carrickmacross?  

A. Yes. 

Q. [Presentation played].  And it's here that Garda Eugene 558

McKenna, an officer stationed in Carrickmacross at the 

time in August 1998 said in his statement that he was 

on duty in the early hours of 13th August.  And he 

said:  

"At approximately 1:00 a.m. or 1:05, while approaching 

Main Street Carrickmacross from Parnell Street in the 

Shercock Road direction I slowed down and stopped my 

vehicle.  And as I did, saw a dark red or 

maroon-coloured car, an Opel or a Vauxhall car, 

Cavalier model drive down Main Street towards the 

courthouse or Castleblayney direction."

Can you just clarify, Mr. Safranauskas, the direction 

of the courthouse or Castleblayney as we look at it?

A. It would be off the left of the screen. 

Q. So the vehicle that he sees was travelling from right 559

to left, is that right? 

A. That's right, yes.  

Q. He said:560
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"It was travelling fairly fast but not too fast.  I 

recall part of the registration number as 91-DL-5, I 

cannot recall the other figures in the number plate.  

It was actually the 'DL' caught my attention.  There 

appeared to be two occupants in the front of the 

vehicle.  I got a fleeting glimpse of the driver, 

description as follows:  A young male, late teens or 

early 20s.  Good or broad build.  Seated over steering.  

Sharp features.  Slightly pointed nose.  Short hair, 

appeared fair or mousy.  Fairly distinctive appearance, 

possibly wearing a dark-coloured jacket.  He appeared 

square shouldered.  I cannot say for definite if there 

was a front seat passenger, I was aware of a shadow 

only."  

Garda McKenna, Sir, said that he spoke to Mr. Ward at 

around 3:30 that morning when he reported his vehicle 

stolen and he said that he didn't appear to be the 

person observed in the red car earlier on Main Street.  

The presentation then shows, Sir, as you can see, the 

vehicle seen by Garda McKenna driving off towards the 

left.  

The presentation, Mr. Safranauskas, then moves back to 

St. Macartan's Villas?  

A. It does, yes. 

Q. What time are we looking at? 561

A. We're now at around 3:30 in the morning. 
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Q. I think it might be a little earlier, Mr. Safranauskas.  562

A. Apologies, 1:45. 

Q. 1:45, and here we see the vehicle of Mr. John Brady, is 563

that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And his address was in St. Macartan's Villas? 564

A. It was, yes.  

Q. Number 25, as he indicated on the presentation? 565

A. Yes. 

Q. He said to the Gardaí that he owned a metallic blue 566

Opel Vectra, 1600 CC petrol saloon, four-door car.  You 

can see that, Mr. Safranauskas, in the top right-hand 

corner of the screen? 

A. We can, yes. 

Q. He said that it had a registration 90-D-34639, is that 567

correct? 

A. It did, yes. 

Q. It appears on the screen.  He described it as a 568

standard model with no extras whatsoever, and that it 

had an individual door locking system which was all 

working.  He said that an alarm had been fitted but had 

not been working for two or three months.  

Did Mr. Brady say, Mr. Safranauskas, that he returned 

home on the evening of 12th August, isn't that correct? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. And he said that he parked close to his house, is that 569

correct? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. At about 10:30 and under a streetlight? 570

A. Yes. 

Q. He said that he locked the car by clicking the steering 571

lock into place? 

A. Yes. 

Q. He told the Gardaí, Sir, that around quarter to two in 572

the morning, so 1:45 a.m. on the 13th, that he heard 

the voices of males outside coming from the area of the 

road, footpath outside his house.  He did not, he said, 

check on the voices and he could not make out the 

accents.  Mr. Brady said that he was conscious about 

his car being parked outside and that he was protective 

of it since there had been a previous attempt to steel 

a different car of his four years earlier.  

He said that at 9:00 a.m. on 13th of August, he left 

his house and when he went to unlock his vehicle he saw 

that he had been tampered with.  So, Mr. Safranauskas, 

can I just ask you to take us through the photograph 

that we see in the bottom right of the screen?  

A. Yes.  So, we see damage to the door handle here. 

Q. Mr. Brady told the Gardaí that it appeared to him that 573

there was damage where someone had pulled the plastic 

mould surrounding the door lock.  He could see in his 

view that some type of instrument had been used to do 

this as there was a deep round score mark that had been 

made on the metal which I think, Mr. Safranauskas, you 

have identified? 

A. Yes.
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Q. And he said he pushed the mould back into place, 574

travelled on to work and reported the incident to the 

Gardaí that night.  

I think we can now turn to row 43, Mr. Safranauskas, on 

the timeline.  

A. Yes.  

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY MR. DE 

LA POER AS FOLLOWS:

 

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  So, Mr. Safranauskas, the row 43 isn't 575

given a specific time, but the weight of the eyewitness 

evidence appears to suggest that it is sometime after 

midnight, probably sometime around one o'clock.  And 

you will have very considerable experience, I know, of 

the fact that sometimes eyewitnesses aren't exactly 

precise with their timings because they don't 

necessarily realise that what they're seeing is 

significant? 

A. No. 

Q. But nevertheless we have a weight of evidence, we just 576

summarise it, which indicates that at about 12:15 the 

Vauxhall Cavalier was still where it had been parked? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, that is the eyewitness evidence of Rose Finnegan.  577

And then we have a number of eyewitnesses who lived in 

and around the area, giving times of variously 12:45, 

one o'clock or 1:45? 
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A. That's right.

Q. And we also have, from a witness who might be expected 578

to be more conscious of the exact time and who was 

awake and alert and on duty namely Garda McKenna, that 

at about one o'clock a vehicle matching the description 

of the stolen Vauxhall driving past him in the 

direction, one would expect, if it was going that way 

from 56 Macartan's Villas? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. So, that gives rise to the entry 43, that it is from 579

this point that we are proceeding on the working 

hypothesis that the car has been stolen? 

A. Yes, that's right.

Q. Sir, I note the time but I think there will be 580

sufficient time, if I may, just to do the next four 

entries and then that may be a convenient moment.  

First, we have here which relates to 43, this is a 

sketch that you've mentioned already, Mr. Safranauskas? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And do you want to just indicate, there are two 581

attempts which we can see from the handwriting left and 

right at the top? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, we'll ignore the first attempt but this is a 582

diagram that was drawn in interview by Anthony Donegan? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Leaving aside the first attempt, can you just draw our 583

attention, please, to the curve that you had previously 
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drawn our attention to, just to see if there's anything 

that we can make at all of this? 

A. Yes.  So, the curved road there, this long stretch of 

road here being Macartan's Villas. 

Q. So, that's one possible interpretation of this but 584

would you be the first to agree that it's difficult to 

make sense of this diagram, it isn't a clean fit on the 

footprint at St. Macartan's Villas? 

A. No, absolutely not. 

Q. And it should be taken together in context with what 585

Mr. Donegan was saying at the time? 

A. Yes, exactly that.  Yes.  

Q. Let's turn to the next four entries please.  586

[Presentation played].  Firstly, you've helped us here 

with the distance from Carrickmacross where the vehicle 

was taken, to the centre of Dundalk, a distance of 

24.3 kilometres? 

A. Yes.

Q. So, approximately 15 miles or so --587

A. That's right. 

Q. -- as the crow flies.  2:28, so if we proceed on the 588

basis the vehicle was stolen sometime around 

one o'clock or so, by this time that would be 

sufficient time, with the distances involved, for a 

person to drive from Carrickmacross to Dundalk; do you 

agree? 

A. Yes, it would. 

Q. We can see that Anthony Donegan's 498 phone is using a 589

cell site based in the Dundalk area? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. And he is calling Paul Kelly's landline? 590

A. Yes.

Q. The call is of 12 seconds? 591

A. Yes. 

Q. Which means that will finish at 2:28:51? 592

A. Yes. 

Q. And if we then move forward, please.  [Presentation 593

played].  Less than one minute later, having been 

called by the Anthony Donegan 498 phone for 12 seconds, 

we see the Paul Kelly landline making an outbound call 

to the Seamus Daly 076 phone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That call is for exactly the same duration, 12 seconds? 594

A. Yes.

Q. And, as I've said, it's under a minute later? 595

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. So, there, if we have a look earlier in our timeline, 596

36 and 37, we see a not dissimilar pattern in terms of 

the proximity of the call, the participants or the 

numbers and their relative length to each other? 

A. The 23:21 calls. 

Q. Yes, indeed.  Just to complete this sequence, please, 597

that was row 44, this is row 45.  We see that just a 

couple of minutes later, another contact from the 

Paul Kelly landline to the Seamus Daly green phone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that's for a period of 18 seconds? 598

A. That's right. 
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Q. And then row 47, a third call in the space of less than 599

five minutes from the Paul Kelly landline to the 076 

green phone? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. And those calls, when taking the combination of calls 600

together, the people to whom it's been provisionally 

attributed, what is happening in the Carrickmacross 

that we've just been looking at in between and what we 

know is to happen involving Seamus Daly, all lead to 

the inference which we are exploring as a working 

hypothesis that Anthony Donegan was commissioned, 

through Paul Kelly, to steal the car, that he then 

stole it, and that Paul Kelly, having been told it had 

been stole in the Dundalk area, as Anthony Donegan 

admitted interview, then contacted Seamus Daly so 

arrangements could be made to pick it up by the group 

who were to carry out the bombing? 

A. Yes, I agree. 

MR. DE LE POER:  Sir, would that be a convenient 

moment?  

CHAIRMAN:  Yes, thank you.  

MR. DE LA POER:  Would two o'clock be convenient?  

CHAIRMAN:  It would, thank you very much.  

THE INQUIRY ADJOURNED FOR LUNCH AND CONTINUED AS 

FOLLOWS:

   

CHAIRMAN:  Mr. Rafferty. 

MR. RAFFERTY:  Thank you, Sir.  
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MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY 

MR. RAFFERTY AS FOLLOWS: 

Q. MR. RAFFERTY:  Good afternoon, Mr. Safranauskas.  601

A. Good afternoon. 

Q. We finished just before lunch at what is row 47 of the 602

timeline.  

A. Yes.

Q. So we can pick up on the next row, and that brings us 603

back to Mr. Paul Ward.  We know from earlier that he 

told the Gardaí that he had returned to 56 St. 

Macartan's Villas at about 11:00 p.m. and he didn't see 

anything unusual.  He had said he had parked his car 

about 10 feet forward of the entrance of that property 

and gone inside.  

A. Yes. 

Q. Yes.  So, we're now at slightly later on in the 604

morning, isn't that right, the morning of the 13th? 

A. We are, yes.  We're 3:30 in the morning. 

Q. So, 3:30, Sir, he said that he and Ms. Connolly, having 605

been in the property through the evening, at that point 

and during that time, nobody having entered or left the 

property, in fact he said:  

"I heard no activity outside the house, nor did I hear 

any cars coming or going."  

And he said:  
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"We were at the back of the house in the sitting room."  

He said:  

"At 3:30 a.m., I left number 56 St. Macartan's Villas 

to return home to Castleblayney to find that my car was 

gone.  At first I thought I had forgot where I had 

parked it but then I realised that it had been stolen.  

I ran back to number 56 and I rang the guards.  They 

arrived a few minutes later and I told them what had 

happened."  

Pausing there, Mr. Safranauskas, we know, don't we, at 

entry 49 of the timeline, we can see a call from 

Mr. Ward through to the AGS, isn't that right?  

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. Mr. Ward also told the guards that nobody had 606

permission to take or use his car at any time.  And in 

a statement that he gave on 12th December 2001, Sir, 

Mr. Ward said that he may have had brake pads fitted 

once at the place from which he had bought the car but 

he had no record of when this occurred and the car 

would have been in the garage for only a few hours and 

the only other occasion the car was out of his 

possession was when it had a new exhaust fitted.  

And to conclude a summary of his statement evidence to 

the guards, Sir, he said in a statement from November 

1998, he said:  
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"When I saw the number used on my car in the Omagh bomb 

I knew the MDZ 5211 plates, as I had seen it a few 

times on a car the same as mine."  

He said:  

"The car was very like mine in colour, make and model 

and in its fresh appearance.  It actually nearly ran 

into me one morning when I was going to college at 

Hoey's Filling Station and shop in Cullaville.  The 

only connection between the two cars almost identical 

cars and both through Cullaville on most days going in 

opposite directions." 

We know, Mr. Safranauskas, as I said a moment ago, 

Mr. Ward called the Gardaí at about 3:30 and that call 

was received by Garda McKeown, isn't that right?  

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. He created a record of that call? 607

A. He did, yes. 

Q. Can you take us through what that record indicates? 608

A. Yes.  So, that records indicates that at 3:30 in the 

morning an occurrence log was created detailing the 

theft of the vehicle. 

Q. Sir, Garda McKeown said in his statement that:  609

"I passed this message on to the members on mobile 

patrol.  I notified Monaghan Station and Control for 

countrywide circulation.  I notified Castleblayney 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

14:03

14:04

14:04

14:04

14:05

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

109

Station."  

Move the presentation on.  [Presentation played].  Can 

you tell us, Mr. Safranauskas, what that document is?  

A. Yes, so that's details of the stolen vehicle that are 

being circulated to mobile patrols in neighbouring 

Garda Stations.  So, the red markers or the red radar 

blips that you can see on screen at the minute signal 

Carrickmacross Police Station, Castleblayney and 

Monaghan Police Stations.  

Q. We know that Garda McKeown said in his statement he 610

completed a Form A100 --

A. Yes. 

Q. -- and forwarded to control, Mr. Safranauskas, is that 611

right?  

A. Yes. 

Q. He do we see on the left-hand bottom corner of the 612

image on screen something which supports that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Sir, the Inquiry has been told by An Garda Síochána 613

that Garda Control Dublin was notified of the 

unauthorised taking of the vehicle at 3:45 a.m. on 13th 

August by way of a facsimile message.  And, 

Mr. Safranauskas, what is that on screen? 

A. This is the RC1 form that was submitted to Monaghan 

Garda Station, and, again, circulated to local Monaghan 

Town patrol units, and this is at around 3:35 in the 

morning now. 

Q. I think we have some explanation of the terms that 614
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appear in that document, Mr. Safranauskas, is that 

right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, for example, at the very start it appears that it 615

says "U/T," what do we understand that to mean? 

A. Unauthorised taking. 

Q. Thank you.  If we can move the presentation on.  616

[Presentation played].  I think in fact we're now at 

row 55 of the timeline.  

A. So, the reference you made to the UT is here. 

Q. Yes, that's a reference to unauthorised taking, is it, 617

Mr. Safranauskas? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. And what is this document? 618

A. This is a fax that was sent from Monaghan to all Garda 

Station informing them of the theft of the stolen 

Vauxhall Cavalier. 

Q. And the time that that was issued? 619

A. At 3:40 a.m., so 10 minutes after the reporting of the 

theft. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. Safranauskas.  What is this document 620

that's on screen? 

A. So, looking at the top right, we can see A100. 

Q. This is the form that Garda McKeown referred to, is it? 621

A. It is, yes.  Again, giving details of the vehicle and 

notifying the AGS in Dublin about the theft of the 

vehicle.  

MR. RAFFERTY:  Thank you.  [Presentation played].  I 

now believe we are actually at row 55 in the timeline 
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and I will hand to Mr. de la Poer.  Thank you.

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY MR. DE 

LA POER AS FOLLOWS:

 

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  Mr. Safranauskas, we start with row 622

55, a call by the 076 green phone, Seamus Daly, to his 

answering phone for a period of four seconds? 

A. Correct. 

Q. It's 5:09 in the morning and so, a matter of hours 623

after he had spoken to Paul Kelly? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. We can move over row 56 because Mr. Rafferty has 624

already dealt with John Brady's account and we come to 

row 57, which I think is next in the timeline? 

A. Yes. 

Q. On the presentation forgive me.  [Presentation played].  625

We are now here in the morning, the time when most 

people will be up and awake, 10:16 on the 13th, this is 

a call from the 989 phone Joseph Fee to the 585 

Colm Murphy phone? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. So, the attribution for 585 continuing on the basis we 626

discussed yesterday to be applied to Colm Murphy? 

A. Correct. 

Q. We then look for some more cell site information in 627

relation to Mr. Donegan's phone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. At 10:42 in the morning using a cell site in the 628
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Dundalk area, this 10374 is the designation? 

A. Yes. 

Q. It's to an unattributed person, included for the 629

purpose of illustrating where his phone is at that 

time? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Over the page on our timeline, for those who are 630

following in hard copy, we come to further contact 

between Paul Kelly and Seamus Daly, they had last been 

in touch at about 2:30 in the morning, is that right? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. We're now 10:44 and the call is from the Paul Kelly 631

landline to the green phone? 

A. That's right, yes. 

MR. DE LE POER:  Next in our timeline Mr. Rafferty will 

be able help us with we're going to interrupt the 

sequence of calls just to turn to an eyewitness.

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY 

MR. RAFFERTY AS FOLLOWS:

Q. MR. RAFFERTY:  We're going to look now at one of the 632

potential sightings of Mr. Ward's vehicle, isn't that 

correct? 

A. Yes, it is. 

Q. [Presentation played].  If you could identify the time 633

of the day on 13th August that we're looking at? 

A. So, approximately 10:45 in the morning. 

Q. And the location? 634
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A. The location is Crossmaglen. 

MR. RAFFERTY:  Ms. Byrne provided a statement to the 

guards to say that on the morning of 13th August she 

drove her car to Crossmaglen to do some shopping, Sir.  

And at approximately 10:45 a.m., while she was seated 

in her car in the Square in Crossmaglen, facing the 

direction of Dundalk Road, a vehicle passed her 

travelling towards the Dundalk Road.  She said that she 

noticed it bore a DL registration plate and it 

immediately came to her attention as a friend of hers 

also had a DL-registered car and such a registration 

number would rarely be seen in Crossmaglen.  Ms. Byrne 

said:  

"I looked at the years and it was 91-DL and it had four 

digits in the number, the two in the middle were the 

same.  I noticed that the car was middle range in size 

and maroon in colour.  These facts I'm quite definite 

about and when I heard the description of the car I 

knew that it was the one I had seen."  

Ms. Byrne said that she could not say how many people 

were in the car as she was focused on the number plate.  

The car travelled towards the Dundalk Road but she did 

not see it park or the direction in which it continued 

to travel.  She said that it was being driven in a 

normal way for the road and the weather conditions, 

which were wet at the time.  Ms. Byrne said she had no 

doubt the number and the colour of the vehicle were 
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clear in her mind saying that she noticed that the 

number plate on the rear of the vehicle was black 

lettering on a white background and that it had, what 

she thought was a badge at one end of the plate.  It 

was a normal saloon car and was travelling slowly.  

Thank you.  

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY MR. DE 

LA POER AS FOLLOWS:

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  Mr. Safranauskas, we continue with row 635

61, this is a phone call from the 076 green phone mis 

that right? 

A. It is, yes. 

Q. To the 989 Joseph Fee phone on the provisional 636

attribution? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And, again, just looking for potential patterns in the 637

data from which inferences may be drawn, we can see 

that the Paul Kelly call to the Seamus Daly phone took 

place at 10:44? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that this phone call is at 10:57, so about 12, 13 638

minutes or so later? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. Now, as to whether that call went to answer phone or 639

connected we need to look at the timings closely, don't 

we, to have a look at row 62 as well? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. Because, what appears to be the case is that that 640

earlier phone call would have still been in progress at 

the time that the Joseph Fee same phone that was the 

apparent recipient of that call, began to call the 

Alan Clarke mobile? 

A. Yeah, applying the -- adding the 33 seconds on to the 

timing at which the call started that would bring it to 

10:58:10. 

Q. Yes.  Again, assuming the data is exactly and 641

accurately recorded, is one potential explanation for 

that, Mr. Safranauskas, that the earlier call, even 

though it's as long as 33 seconds, is an answer phone 

message, we know that Joseph Fee had an answer phone 

because we see occasions of him checking it, and that 

Seamus Daly's 076 green phone was in the process of 

leaving a message at the time that the handset made a 

call to Alan Clarke? 

A. It's an explanation, yes. 

Q. So, we then have two further calls in quick succession, 642

both four seconds in length, so very short after the 

Alan Clarke phone which is on the screen now, we can 

move through that, that's a 25-second call at 10:58? 

A. Yes. 

Q. We move forward to a quarter to midday or just short of 643

it, the 615, which as we've discussed previously, 

Mr. Safranauskas, is attributed on a provisional basis 

to Liam Campbell? 

A. Yes. 

Q. 430 currently in the hands of Oliver Treanor on the 644



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

14:14

14:15

14:15

14:15

14:15

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

116

provisional attribution, and both of those calls take 

four seconds? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. So, again, maybe a very short message that is conveyed 645

to a person who answered or an answer phone message? 

A. Correct. 

MR. DE LE POER:  So, we'll turn back now an hour after 

the first eyewitness sighting that Mr. Rafferty dealt 

with a moment ago to deal with the second. 

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY 

MR. RAFFERTY AS FOLLOWS:

Q. MR. RAFFERTY:  Yes.  This potential sighting, 646

Mr. Safranauskas, staff concerns Bernadette McCroary, 

is that correct? 

A. It does, yes. 

Q. That was at 11:45 a.m. on 13th August? 647

A. It was, yes. 

MR. RAFFERTY:  Sir, she provided a statement to the 

Gardaí on 28th of August 1998.  She said that on 12th 

August she had travelled to Castlebellingham in County 

Louth to attend a function.  And she'd stayed outside 

an area called Kilsaran on the Drogheda side.  She said 

that the following morning at around 11:45 - so this on 

the 13th just before midday - she left where she'd been 

staying in a vehicle driven by her partner and headed 

for Dundalk.  She said that that after a couple of 

minutes of travel on the main road, a maroon-coloured 
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car overtook her car at speed and that it was raining 

heavily.  She then saw the vehicle's brake lights come 

on shortly after, and it appeared to undertake two 

vehicles which had stopped ahead of it.  The first of 

those two cars in front intended to turn right.  

Ms. McCroary said that she had seen that the 

maroon-coloured car was a Donegal-registered car.  She 

said that her vehicle came behind the maroon car and 

that the number plates were very similar to a number 

"that I use in everyday life.  The number that I saw on 

the car was DL-2554.  The first year number was in the 

'90s," she said, but I cannot say which one of them it 

was.  This car had a boot and it was a Vauxhall 

Cavalier.  

About 100 or 150 yards after which undertook the gravel 

lorry, this being the car that was intending to turn 

right, the maroon car turned left into what appeared to 

be a housing estate."  

And she said she "did not see anyone except the driver 

in the car, the driver was male."  

Ms. McCroary that said she read The Belfast Telegraph 

on 17th of August and she said that "the number of the 

bomb car in Omagh was given in the paper as 91-DL-2554 

and I was sure this was the number of the car I saw in 

Kilsaran on the Thursday previous."  
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MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY MR. DE 

LA POER AS FOLLOWS:

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  Mr. Safranauskas, just take a back a 648

moment just so that we can see those, just to deal, 

drawing upon your expertise, thank you very much, as 

someone who has investigated very many serious crimes.  

We can see from what Mr. Rafferty has told us that at 

10:45 we have a sighting of a vehicle which the 

witness, Bernadette Byrne, describes with very 

considerable detail and precision; would you agree? 

A. Yes, I would. 

Q. And that description is of a vehicle travelling from 649

north to south? 

A. Yes. 

Q. We, secondly, have, an hour later, on the other side Of 650

the Border, so in the Republic of Ireland, a not 

dissimilarly detailed and convinced witness describing 

a vehicle that is travelling from south to north? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, there are a number of possibilities here, would 651

you agree? 

A. I would. 

Q. The first possibility is that they both seen the car 652

that was stolen from Mr. Ward and for that to be the 

case the number plate would have to have remained the 

same? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That car would have had to have been taken into 653
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Northern Ireland at some point between its theft and 

the first sighting? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And it would have to be being driven now back towards 654

the Republic of Ireland? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That it has travelled beyond the Dundalk area and then 655

turned around and come back again and that that has all 

taken place in the space of an hour? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Assuming the witnesses are correct, that that is the 656

vehicle that they have seen, it's the same vehicle and 

that their timings are relatively accurate? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Another possible explanation, would you agree, at the 657

other end of the spectrum, is that they are both, quite 

innocently, mistaken in what they've seen? 

A. That's another possibility. 

Q. Which is not to say that they didn't see a vehicle but 658

that, perhaps, their certainty isn't objectively 

justified? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And in your experience as a police investigator, have 659

you seen occasions where eyewitnesses are completely 

sincerely convinced of what they have seen but it has 

subsequently turned out that they are wrong? 

A. Yes, I have. 

Q. So, we've done that at this stage, we're going to see a 660

number of more sightings that Mr. Rafferty is going to 
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take you through but should we bear that in mind and 

that spectrum of possibilities as we hear about each of 

these? 

A. Yes, it's definitely a consideration to adopt.

Q. So if we just play on in the presentation.  661

[Presentation played].  So, you have here produced an 

animation representing the change in number plates -- 

A. Yes. 

Q. -- from the number plate the car bore when it was in 662

Paul Ward's possession to the cloned number plate of 

Bernard McGinn's? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, from the evidence that you've had the opportunity 663

to review have you seen any indication that it is 

possible to say, with any certainty, when that number 

plate change took place? 

A. No. 

Q. If either of those two eyewitnesses are correct and 664

that that was the vehicle that they saw, that change 

would have had to have taken place after either of 

those? 

A. Yes. 

Q. A matter of irresistible logic? 665

A. Yes. 

Q. But there is no indication, is there, from the evidence 666

when the change took place and, therefore, subject to 

their evidence, would you agree there's the possibility 

that that number plate change took place earlier? 

A. Yes, correct. 
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Q. So, although you have represented, at this point in the 667

presentation, you shouldn't be taken to be suggesting 

that this was the moment in time it occurred, as the 

caption at the bottom says it is sometime between the 

13th when it was stolen and when it arrived in Omagh? 

A. Yes, exactly that. 

Q. That is the full range that we have to contemplate? 668

A. Yes. 

Q. Let's turn back to the timeline please and continue 669

with the presentation.  Row 66.  [Presentation played].  

We can take these as a sequence just playing through 

them, Mr. Safranauskas, as they come up.  

A. Okay. 

Q. Because they are three calls from the 615 Liam Campbell 670

phone to the 430 red phone currently attributed in the 

hands of Oliver Treanor lasting a minute and nine, four 

seconds and eight seconds respectively over a period of 

about 15 minutes? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. And there is, then, very shortly after the eight-second 671

call that we can see?

On the screen now, we can see there is a reversal in 

terms of the person who made the call and the person 

who received the call, this time 55 seconds just before 

midday? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. Now, we're going to have a sequence of calls, again, 672

the purpose of which is to see where Mr. Donegan's 
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handset is, cell site based this Dundalk? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That's 12:05.  12:06, same general location for the 673

cell site? 

A. Correct. 

Q. 12:07, again a cell site in Dundalk? 674

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. And then do we return, finally, in this sequence to the 675

615/430 back and forth that's been taking place? 

A. Yes. 

Q. This time 12:07, 17 seconds on the 13th? 676

A. Correct. 

Q. We can move past row 74 because Mr. Rafferty has dealt 677

with this already, so we move on to 75.  Another cell 

site, we are now at 12:26, so some 15 minutes or so 

later, and we can see a cell site was used to the 

northeast, we are now on row 76, back to a Dundalk 

cell? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And Dundalk cell for the call at 12:29? 678

A. Yes. 

Q. [Presentation played].  Row 78, just pause it there.  679

We have, until this point, for reasons we gave 

yesterday, been attributing the 430 phone to 

Oliver Treanor, is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. The principal reason for that over and above the fact 680

that he was the subscriber is that we know that another 

user was Liam Campbell, but there is a phone attributed 
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to Liam Campbell that appears to be phoning that 430 

number, is that right? 

A. Correct, yes.

Q. At this point there's going to be a sequence of calls 681

where it is, we don't see that continued pattern, is 

that right, those two handsets are not calling each 

other but there will become a point in time when 430 

phone is calling another phone subscribed to 

Oliver Treanor, is that right? 

A. Yes, the 406 phone. 

Q. The 406 light blue phone? 682

A. Correct, yes. 

Q. And so, we're simply marking, at this point, that it 683

isn't clear, based on the approach that we're talking 

to attribution who is the user of 430 on the hypothesis 

that's being explored, to this point at least it is 

Oliver Treanor? 

A. Yes. 

Q. There is then going to be a period of uncertainty? 684

A. Correct. 

Q. And then there is going to be a period where the 430 is 685

phoning Oliver Treanor's other phone from which point 

it is placed in the hands of Liam Campbell? 

A. Correct, yes.  

MR. DE LE POER:  That is the significance of that.  If 

you want to just complete this.  And then Mr. Rafferty 

will pick up the AGS evidence.  
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MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY 

MR. RAFFERTY AS FOLLOWS:

Q. MR. RAFFERTY:  Mr. Safranauskas, we know that 686

Garda McKeown said that after he'd been made aware of 

the theft of Mr. Ward's vehicle he notified other 

stations, including Garda Control, isn't that correct, 

in Dublin? 

A. Correct, yes.  

Q. And then later on the day of the 13th at one o'clock we 687

understand, is it right, that the Gardaí say that at 

1:00 p.m. on the 13th Garda Communications Centre in 

Dublin Castle, known as Command and Control issued an 

up-to-date list of stolen and located vehicles within 

the Republic of Ireland up until 1:00 p.m. on 13th 

August 1998? 

A. Yes. 

Q. He also said the details of the stolen located vehicles 688

was forwarded to CVI Belfast, Galway, Ennis Dublin 

Airport Police? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you understand that the notification was only of 689

Mr. Ward's vehicle or of other vehicles? 

A. No, we can see Mr. Ward's vehicle, the 91-DL-2554 is at 

the top of this list and then there's a number of other 

vehicles beneath it. 

Q. And if we play the presentation on.  [Presentation 690

played].  Sir, the Inquiry, you can see just focusing 

in on that, the particular notification has a message 
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number, Mr. Safranauskas, is that right, in the top 

right-hand corner? 

A. It does, yes.

Q. Do you see that?691

A. 2120. 

Q. 2120.  And we understand the CVI that's referred to 692

from the PSNI is called the Central Vehicle Index? 

A. To my knowledge, yes. 

Q. So, having received the notification sent at 1:00 p.m. 693

we understand from information from the PSNI indicates 

that the report from the AGS of stolen vehicles was 

registered and circulated through the Central Vehicle 

Index at 1:23 on 13th of August 1998, isn't that 

correct, Mr. Safranauskas? 

A. Yes, depicted in the second line here. 

Q. So, I think is it correct to say that this particular 694

document is a document which arose after the Omagh bomb 

exploded but it records information of what occurred? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

MR. RAFFERTY:  Thank you, Mr. Safranauskas.  

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY MR. DE 

LA POER AS FOLLOWS:

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  As we allow that to play, if we turn 695

our attention back to row 81, the time is after 3:30 on 

the 13th.  [Presentation played].  We're going back to 

the Dundalk area and Dundalk landline.  Just north of 

Dundalk, Paul Jennings, the sibling-in-law of 
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Sile Grew, with a contact of 47 seconds? 

A. Correct, yes. 

Q. Here, we have a call between father and son, we heard 696

about yesterday? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Father owning a haulage business, as you understand it? 697

A. MB Haulage, yes. 

Q. And employing his son, a contact of 15 seconds in total 698

at just after 4:30? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. And you know from other material, don't you, 699

Mr. Safranauskas, that those two names though appearing 

fleetingly in this and only for the purpose of 

contacting each other, feature more heavily in earlier 

incidents? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. Over the page, we had seen, at 3:30, the Paul Jennings 700

landline contact Sile Grew.  Over an hour later we see 

the Paul Jennings landline contact the Seamus Daly 076 

number, it should be shaded green on our timeline but 

it is in our evidence presentation on screen? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Next, 1:645, a 23-second call? 701

A. Yes. 

Q. That one between a mobile telephone attributed to 702

Peter Campbell, pink phone ending 971 and here in our 

attribution column, on the timeline on the screen 

provisionally Oliver Treanor or Liam Campbell for this 

23-second call? 
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A. That's right, yes. 

Q. And then just a couple of minutes later, contact from 703

the yellow 259 Brady phone to 971 Peter Campbell phone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. If we move forward again, please.  [Presentation 704

played].  We've got a contact from the green 076 phone 

to Martin McGeough 522, Castleblayney landline? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, as we reach six o'clock on the 13th we can see the 705

Seamus Daly 076 phone in contact with or called by 

John Connolly landline.  Just remind us, 

Mr. Safranauskas, John Connolly? 

A. John Connolly was a neighbour of the Daly family and he 

rented farmland to them. 

Q. Did we hear yesterday in the attribution that the 706

suggestion that members of the Daly family had access 

to his landline? 

A. Yes, there was. 

Q. Moving forward again 18:21, another contact from the 707

Emerald Bar to Sile Grew's mobile telephone? 

A. Correct. 

Q. This one 37 seconds? 708

A. Yes. 

Q. [Presentation played].  Another call from the 709

Peter Campbell 971 to the 430 red phone? 

A. Yes.

Q. That's a five-second call at 18:44:41? 710

A. Yes. 

Q. 18:45:23, so less than a minute later was there then a 711
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call to the voicemail? 

A. There was, yes. 

Q. That one being the 34 seconds? 712

A. Yes. 

Q. Next, 7:10 in the evening, how long was that call 713

please? 

A. 15 seconds. 

Q. And who were the participants based on the provisional 714

attribution? 

A. The outgoing was Sean Hoey on his 452 phone, and the 

recipient was either Oliver Treanor or Liam Campbell. 

Q. Thank you.  Moving to our next one, please.  715

[Presentation played].  Another call, the purpose of 

which is to identify the cell site being used by the 

Anthony Donegan 498 phone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That was being a site based in the Dundalk area? 716

A. Correct. 

Q. 93 please.  [Presentation played].  This is at 7:23 in 717

the evening on the 13th? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What information can we see here, please? 718

A. We can see that the green phone 076 attributed or 

provisionally attributed to Seamus Daly contacts one of 

the Sean Hoey landline numbers, 445. 

Q. And can you help us, is that the landline based in 719

Jonesborough or the landline based in the Republic of 

Ireland? 

A. The landline based in the Republic of Ireland. 
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MR. DE LE POER:  Thank you very much indeed.  We'll 

turn now to Mr. Rafferty who is going to help us with 

another potential sighting.

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY 

MR. RAFFERTY AS FOLLOWS:

Q. MR. RAFFERTY:  Thank you, Mr. Safranauskas.  So, in 720

relation to this further potential sighting, we should 

all bear in mind your earlier comments in relation to 

the change in registration details on the vehicle, 

isn't that correct? 

A. Correct, yes. 

Q. And the care that we should take in terms of 721

considering the accounts offered by the various 

individuals who have potentially sighted Mr. Ward's 

vehicle, isn't that correct? 

A. Yes. 

MR. RAFFERTY:  Mr. McDonnell said, a Brian McDonnell 

said, in providing a statement to the Gardaí that on 

13th August 1998 at 7:30 to 7:40 p.m. in the evening - 

and two earlier viewings, we remember, were mid and 

late morning of the same day from Ms. Byrne and 

Ms. McCroary.  And he said he was travelling with 

family members between Carrickmacross and area called 

Lough Egish, when a car passed him.  He said that it 

was 91-DL registration.  

"It was a burgundy Opel or Vauxhall, but I'm not quite 
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sure of the model but I took it to be that type of 

car."  

He said that it passed him in a dangerous place and 

travelling fast.  It was two to three miles outside 

Carrickmacross.  Mr. McDonnell said there was only the 

driver in the car and he formed the impression that the 

person was fairly young.

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY MR. DE 

LA POER AS FOLLOWS:

 

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  Have you plotted that third sighting 722

on our map? 

A. Just in the middle of the previous two sightings, yes. 

Q. So, just building the picture; Mr. Safranauskas, we 723

start in terms of the order of time at the entry that 

is highest? 

A. Yes. 

Q. We then move down to the lowest entry and then we are 724

moving to the west and north for the entry we just 

heard about? 

A. Correct, yes. 

Q. So, let us continue, please, to the telephone calls.  725

[Presentation played].  So, we just pause on this one 

for a moment just to reflect on where we've got to.  

Here we see a use of the 406 light blue phone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Which is subscribed to Oliver Treanor.  726
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A. Yes.

Q. And this is a call from the Peter Campbell 971 phone? 727

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, that call is at 7:58 in the evening? 728

A. Yes. 

Q. In fact, a little of over an hour earlier, if we were 729

to look at row 89 we can see that Peter Campbell was 

calling the 430 number? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And if we just think about what that might mean in 730

terms of the working hypothesis and provisional 

attributions, if it be right that that was 

Peter Campbell he would know, or be likely to know, who 

he was speaking to, if that call connected? 

A. Yes. 

Q. If it didn't, then he wouldn't.  But earlier in the 731

day, two hours earlier at row 84, it seems likely that 

there might have been a connection with 23 seconds on 

the clock? 

A. Yes.

Q. At all events, it would appear that the user of that 732

phone decided, just before eight o'clock, that they 

would phone the 406 number? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And, again, if they knew that that was Oliver Treanor's 733

alternative phone then that might tell us something, 

mightn't it, about who they were speaking to earlier on 

the 430 phone? 

A. It would, yes. 
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Q. So, we continue please, because we're going to see a 734

number of these calls involving the Peter Campbell pink 

phone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. The next one is just under an hour later, again, it's 735

to the 406 Oliver Treanor phone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And then 20 minutes later, a call, again, from the 736

Peter Campbell to the 406 Oliver Treanor phone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. [Presentation played].  We can then see at 21:13, a 737

six-second call from the landline belonging to 

Liam Campbell and his partner Bernadette Lynch? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That, too, is to the 406 number? 738

A. Yes. 

Q. Ten minutes later, we see a combination we've seen 739

before, Seamus Daly contacting the Paul Jennings 

landline? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. Now, although the presentation you've created indicated 740

uncertainty for a period of time are we going to see 

now, and from this point on the working hypothesis, the 

430 is in the hands of Liam Campbell? 

A. Correct, yes. 

Q. And next call will explain why that is the case, is 741

that correct? 

A. Yes, it will. 

Q. Because we see the 406 number that was in use earlier 742
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in that evening is now calling the 430 red phone? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. [Presentation played].  Another call from the green 743

phone to the Paul Jennings landline? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And then do we have the first of two calls in the space 744

of about 20 minutes from the pink, Peter Campbell phone 

971 to the red 430 Liam Campbell phone? 

A. Correct, yes. 

Q. That one is seven seconds, 21:37.  Tell us what the 745

time and length of the next one was please? 

A. The next call is 21:56:27 and it's for a period of 

11 seconds. 

Q. That takes us, then, to complete row 104 and we can 746

then hear about another potential sighting? 

A. Yes.

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY 

MR. RAFFERTY AS FOLLOWS:

Q. MR. RAFFERTY:  So, we're now into 14th August --747

A. We are. 

Q. -- Mr. Safranauskas, in the morning and there was 748

potential sighting by Mr. David Shakespeare, is that 

correct? 

A. There was, yes. 

Q. The previous sightings we can see were in the 749

Carrickmacross, County Louth and potentially the South 

Armagh area, isn't that right?  But this one moves 
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further away? 

A. Yes, it was. 

Q. You can identify that as being over the Border into 750

Northern Ireland, is that correct? 

A. Yes, that's correct. 

Q. In the approximate direction of, one can see, using the 751

areas that are plotted on the screen, Emyvale to the 

southeast and Omagh to the northwest, isn't that right? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. Ballygawley Roundabout is through the main route from 752

that part of Emyvale and Aughnacloy to Omagh, isn't 

that correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. So Mr. Shakespeare, he provided a witness statement to 753

say that he had been in the Belfast area on the evening 

of 13th August, and he had been driving home at 

130 a.m. on the 14th, Sir.  When he passed the 

Ballygawley Roundabout and as he was doing so he said 

that:  

"A car flew up on my right side overtaking me.  This 

car was a burgundy-coloured Vauxhall Cavalier and I 

would say at least three people in it.  There was a 

passenger seated in the backseat behind the front 

passenger seat and I thought this car had a 

registration which we began with 'MBZ.'  This is a 

number which Mercedes-Benz drivers look to buy.  This 

car was travelling fast, and as I drove on towards 

Omagh I caught up with it again as I passed Kelly's Bar 
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on the left.  I thought this strange as it was then I 

saw the number started with MDZ and the numbers were 

5211.  This car pulled ahead again and I next caught up 

with it as it slowed down at the Traveller's Rest.  I 

thought the boys were up to no good and remember doing 

a double-check on the number again."  

Mr. Shakespeare went on to say that he didn't see the 

car again until the night of 23rd August when it was on 

television in relation to the Omagh bomb.  He said:

"I thought long and hard about this car before 

contacting police to make sure my facts were correct.  

This Cavalier car was just a plain car with nothing 

distinctive and I think the reason I thought it was 

initially MBZ was a bolt or screw was in the number 

plate within the D."  

The next potential sighting, Sir, was later on the 14th 

at around 7:40 a.m., isn't that right, 

Mr. Safranauskas?  

A. It is, yes. 

Q. And can you identify where that took place? 754

A. Yes.  Just to the left of the map, so Fintona to Omagh 

Road, just south of Omagh. 

Q. And that's Mr. Robert Hamilton? 755

A. Correct. 

MR. RAFFERTY:  So, he said that at around 7:40 a.m. he 

was at a bus stop on Fintona to Omagh Road.  He noticed 
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a maroon-coloured vehicle about he believed was either 

an Astra or a Cavalier, which was a hatchback 

saloon-type model.  He said that it had round panels 

rather than square corners and was a new type of model.  

Mr. Hamilton thought the vehicle looked suspicious as 

he had not seen it in that location before.  He looked 

inside thinking someone may be asleep, but it was not 

occupied.  Nothing looked out of the ordinary.  

The car had a light-coloured interior but he was unsure 

of the colour.  The exterior of the car did not have 

significant marks but he remembered that it was very 

clean and shiny.  

Mr. Hamilton did not look at the registration plate on 

the car and said that in the area at the time there was 

a strange smell.  

"It smelt like a garden centre would and I thought at 

the time it may be from the derelict farm very close 

by."  

Mr. Hamilton said that the car was still there at 

around 8:45 that morning and he said:  

"I remember still thinking about the strange smell in 

the area and thought of chemicals or fertiliser 

associated with the nearby derelict farm."  
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MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY MR. DE 

LA POER AS FOLLOWS:

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  If we move back, please, to the 756

telephones and row 107.  [Presentation played].  Here, 

we're going to see the pink 971 Peter Campbell phone of 

provisional attribution calling the 406 Oliver Treanor 

light blue phone? 

A. We are, yes. 

Q. The time is just after 10:00 a.m. on the morning of the 757

14th? 

A. Yes. 

Q. [Presentation played].  Next, we're going to see 758

Seamus Daly's green 076 phone contacting the 452 mobile 

of Sean Hoey? 

A. Correct, yes. 

Q. A contact of 15 seconds between the two devices? 759

A. Yes. 

Q. Finally, before turning back to another potential 760

sighting, do we have here, this is perhaps worth 

pausing on, contact between 585 phone and the 980 

phone? 

A. Yes, we do. 

Q. The reason we pause on this, Mr. Safranauskas, is you 761

can confirm, can't you, that those two phones are, 

perhaps, the two most important phones in Chapter 3? 

A. The two that travelled to Omagh, yes. 

Q. Exactly, right.  And here we see an occasion, first 762

occasion in our timeline of one contacting the other? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. We are 25-and-a-half hours before the first indication 763

of the start of the bomb run? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, a little over a day away, and we know that the 585 764

phone was subscribed to Colm Murphy? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And was a phone that he accepted that he had the usage 765

of? 

A. Yes.

Q. We know, also, that Terence Morgan was the ordinary 766

user of 980, don't we, from our evidence yesterday? 

A. We do, yes. 

Q. It being subscribed by his father-in-law.  And we know, 767

also, that each of them gave accounts which we should 

acknowledge were not included in the deliberation of in 

the judges in the proceedings in which they were heard, 

so they were excluded from consideration, but each gave 

accounts about how Colm Murphy had contacted 

Terence Morgan, his foreman, and requested, on the 

14th, that Terence Morgan provide his mobile telephone 

980 to Colm Murphy? 

A. Correct, yes. 

MR. DE LE POER:  So, we'll turn now please, to a 

further sighting.  
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MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY 

MR. RAFFERTY AS FOLLOWS: 

Q. MR. RAFFERTY:  This is row 110 of the timeline, is that 768

correct? 

A. Yes, it is. 

Q. And it concerns a further potential sighting by a 769

person called Stella Fulton.  And if you can bring us 

to where that sighting was? 

A. Yes.  So, that's now around the Aughnacloy area to 

Ballygawley Road and it's at 11:30. 

Q. So, we've started with potential sightings in the 770

County Louth, South Armagh, Carrickmacross area, later 

on on the 14th or in early hours of the 14th, we're 

moving closer to the Omagh, Fintona direction and later 

on the 14th we're back towards the Border area, is that 

correct? 

A. Correct, yes. 

MR. RAFFERTY:  So, Ms.  Fulton provided a statement to 

say, that as she left a house which was on the main 

Aughnacloy-Ballygawley Road, at 11:15 to 11:45 on 14th 

August, she saw what she described as:  

"A maroon or burgundy Vauxhall Cavalier coming from the 

direction of Aughnacloy.  I took particular attention 

of this vehicle as one of my sons drives a car the same 

as this.  She said that she followed the vehicle and 

noticed that its registration plate read, '91-DL-244.'  

She said that there were four digits at the end of the 
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registration number but she did not remember the 

fourth.  Ms. Fulton said that she remembered the 

registration as another of her sons had a car with the 

same year.  She thought this vehicle was better looking 

than her son's but she followed it until the 

Ballygawley Roundabout.  She could not say if there was 

anyone to the rear or to the front passenger seat.

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY MR. DE 

LA POER AS FOLLOWS:  

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  If we turn back to our timeline having 771

dealt with row 110 just then, we're now at 111, a 

telephone contact between Seamus Daly on the green 076 

phone to his partner, Sile Grew, 556? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That's at 11:38 --772

A. Yes.

Q. -- and 21 seconds.  Now, we can see at row 112 a 773

reference to Aughnacloy, Mr. Rafferty is going to deal 

with that in just a moment but let's look at the next 

phone call.  11:40 Seamus Daly then calling the Emerald 

Bar? 

A. Yes.

Q. The place were Sile Grew worked? 774

A. Yes. 

Q. And then moving forward about 35 minutes contact 775

between brothers John Fee on 132, Joseph Fee 989, 

duration 25 seconds? 
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A. That's right, yes.  

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY 

MR. RAFFERTY AS FOLLOWS: 

Q. MR. RAFFERTY:  We'll deal next, Mr. Safranauskas, with 776

the presentation bringing us to the Aughnacloy area --

A. Yes.

Q. -- and the Border crossing on the Monaghan Road.  Now, 777

to give a little bit of background to this, Sir, the 

Inquiry will hear from Col. McMullan on behalf of the 

Ministry of Defence.  He has provided statements which 

set out details of what are called permanent vehicle 

check points or PVCPs which were in existence in the 

counties on the Border in August 1998.  He said that 

vehicle monitoring arrangements and managing the Border 

was a core component of the military response to the 

Troubles.  For present purposes, Sir, he said and 

Inquiry says that there was PVCP onsite, which was on 

the Monaghan Road in Aughnacloy at that time, and that 

there were arrangements which he will speak to, to 

monitor traffic crossing at that time.  

The Inquiry understands, Sir, that in the aftermath of 

the bombing, the police video viewing team as part of 

its investigation, considered video recordings from a 

range, including the military, along possible routes 

taken by the bomb car.  A team of four officers viewed 

over 230 videos which were seized.  
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Insofar as the review identified information at that 

Border crossing, which is of relevance to Chapter 3, 

Sir, it noted several observations.  And this one that 

I'll come to now is at row 115 of the timeline, in 

respect of a white Volkswagen Golf vehicle.  Just play 

the presentation on a little bit.  

[Presentation played].  Thank you.  And, Sir, what you 

can see on the screen is -- this is a white Volkswagen 

Golf, this is registration 91-MN-432, and it was 

described by Mr. Greaney earlier this week opening 

Chapter 3 that this was a car associated with the 

Campbell family, and Michael Campbell, I think, in 

particular.  This is, obviously, the same Campbell 

family, members of which were employed by companies 

such as Town Glass Limited, including Liam Campbell.  

This vehicle was recorded as having been observed 

travelling south to north at the PVCP at 1:09 on the 

14th of August as the screen shows.  

Sir, the occupants of the vehicle appear not to be 

clearly visible, if in fact there are occupants of more 

than one person, and the Inquiry understands that a 

camera operator held the frame for almost six minutes 

such that the vehicles immediately following what we 

can see on the screen were not recorded.  And again, 

Sir, you will hear evidence from the military and 

police as to arrangements at the Border.  
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And can I just bring you to two other entries on the 

timeline.  So we've looked at entry 115, but just to 

note entry 112, just three rows above, and if you can 

mark also entry 151, which is over on page 17, you'll 

see that both of those entries concern a Renault 19 

with a registration CAZ 2513.  So, the entry at row 112 

relates, Mr. Safranauskas, isn't that right, to this 

vehicle passing the PVCP travel nothing in north to 

south direction?  

A. Correct. 

Q. And the entry at row 151 is south to north, is that 778

correct? 

A. Correct. 

MR. RAFFERTY:  And, Sir, what the Inquiry understands 

is that this vehicle is one which is described as 

belonging to Francis Mackey, belonging to Mackey whilst 

another report that we have seen indicates that it was 

used by Francis Mackey. 

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY MR. DE 

LA POER AS FOLLOWS: 

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  We heard evidence, Mr. Safranauskas, 779

about Mr. Francis Mackey from Dr. John Morrison, didn't 

we? 

A. We did, yes. 

Q. Let us resume, briefly, looking at a single entry here, 780

although they're separated buy that sighting that we've 

heard about, of the Golf, we can see a repeat of 
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row 114 in terms of the mobile telephones, this one 

just three seconds, so just after a quarter past, 

John Fee, 132 to Joseph Fee, 989? 

A. Correct.  

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY 

MR. RAFFERTY AS FOLLOWS:

Q. MR. RAFFERTY:  So, Mr. Safranauskas, we're going to 781

look at another potential sighting? 

A. Yes.

Q. So, as the presentation moves on if you can orientate 782

us to where that was and when it was? 

A. [Presentation played].  So, we're now looking just 

north of Dundalk in the Ravensdale area and we're 

looking at a vehicle sighting from Thomas Hillen at 

1:30. 

Q. So far this appears to be the most easterly 783

observation, is that correct? 

A. It does, yes.  

Q. And it's back in the Border area, not from Dundalk or 784

from Newry, it was just over the Border? 

A. Correct. 

MR. RAFFERTY:  That's from Mr. Thomas Hillen, Sir.  He 

provided a statement to say that he was with his wife 

in Dundalk and then in Ravensdale on 14th August.  He 

said that he was travelling on the Ravensdale Park Road 

through the Ravensdale Park Estate at approximately 

1:30 in the afternoon.  He saw an oncoming jeep 
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travelling fairly fast for the condition of the road 

and that he pulled over to let it pass.  He didn't know 

the make or model of the jeep or see its registration 

plate but there were two people within the car, and the 

driver was male.  He said he travelled along the road 

and saw a maroon-coloured car travelling towards him.  

This was about 200 yards behind the jeep.  He pulled 

over again and said:  

"I remember looking out at the registration plate which 

bore the figures MBZ or MDZ, I didn't catch the numbers 

but I think they were fairly low.  The vehicle was a 

maroon-coloured Cavalier and it was not particularly 

clean."  

Mr. Hillen went on to say:

"The driver would have been in his 30s with a roundish 

face, fairly well built.  He had short black hair with 

side locks.  There was only one person in the car and 

it appeared to be raised at the front."  

Mr. Hillen thought that the vehicle must have been 

re-registered as it looked like a car from 1987 or 1988 

and the registration plate, he said, he thought would 

have referred to a vehicle from 1992 onwards.  

He stated that the point at which he saw the maroon 

vehicle was around 500 yards from the Drumad Garda 
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Station on Ravensdale Park Road which is close to the 

Border. 

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY MR. DE 

LA POER AS FOLLOWS:  

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  We will now deal with a sequence of 785

calls starting at 13:31, our row 118, please.  

[Presentation played].  We have two calls involving the 

Donegan 498 mobile for the purpose of the cell site? 

A. We do, yes. 

Q. Dundalk usage --786

A. Correct. 

Q. -- in terms of the location of the site.  And, again, 787

another mast based in the Dundalk area? 

A. Yes. 

Q. We are going to see a call at 14:32, Sean Hoey's mobile 788

to Seamus Daly's green phone? 

A. Yes.

Q. Those two handsets having been in contact earlier in 789

the day, we can see that at row 108? 

A. We can, yes. 

Q. Then moving forward, please, another very short contact 790

between the 132 and the 989 handsets? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Do we then have a sequence of three calls over the 791

space of a minute or two, all of them from the 

Damien Lawless family home landline 587 to the 430 red 

phone which is being placed by the Inquiry on a 
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provisional basis in Liam Campbell's hands at this 

time? 

A. That's correct, yes. 

Q. That's the second of them, row 123.  The third of them 792

2:55:42, each call lasting either 12 or 20 seconds? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. Now, we have an apparent anomaly in the data which I 793

have no doubt will be beyond you as you're not a 

telephone expert to explain, but we have apparently a 

call of five minutes and 28 seconds between the John 

Fee mobile and the Derek 'Shanty' Brady mobile? 

A. Yes. 

Q. But, apparently, whilst that call is going there is a 794

second outgoing call, so we're not dealing here, it 

would seem with John Fee's voicemail, of three seconds? 

A. Yes. 

Q. It's, perhaps, not possible to make very much of what's 795

going on there but that's what the data indicates? 

A. Yes, correct. 

Q. We see the second of those calls now.  We're back to 796

the Lawless landline? 

A. We are, yes. 

Q. To the 430, looking here at row 128.  [Presentation 797

played].  If you just pause it there, that's 15:00:46, 

Anthony Donegan and here we know the cell ID that the 

Donegan phone is using, it's 5219? 

A. Yes. 

Q. But it has not been for Dr. Tart to identify from the 798

records available to him where that mast is? 
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A. No. 

Q. [Presentation played].  15:01, row 129, Lawless 799

landline to Liam Campbell, on 430? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That's at 15:01 for a minute and 17 seconds.  15:23, 800

contact from the red phone to the light blue phone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Another cell site call for the Donegan 498, this using 801

a cell site located in the Dundalk area? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Light blue phone to the red phone, 15:50 for seven 802

seconds? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Another very short call, in terms of its duration, from 803

the 132 John Fee to 989 Joseph Fee? 

A. Correct. 

Q. We now have another sighting.  804

A. We do.

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY 

MR. RAFFERTY AS FOLLOWS:  

Q. MR. RAFFERTY:  So, Mr. Safranauskas, whereas the last 805

potential sighting by Mr. Hillen, I think, we 

established at that time was the most easterly at that 

point.  

A. We did, yes.

Q. If we look at a potential sighting by a lady called 806

Agnes Simpson.  If you could bring us to where that 
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occurred? 

A. We're now looking furthest north, directly in Omagh, 

Market Street at 4:00 p.m. 

MR. RAFFERTY:  4:00 p.m.  She said, Sir, in a witness 

statement that at around 4:00 p.m. she was walking down 

Market Street towards Campsie and noticed a 

maroon-coloured Vauxhall Cavalier parked outside 

McIlroy's shoe shop.  The letters of the registration, 

she said, were MDZ which she observed as those letters 

originated from County Antrim and she said that "they 

caught my eye."  Ms. Simpson believed there were four 

numbers in the registration but could not remember what 

they were when she was providing her statement to 

police on 21st August.  She remembered that the vehicle 

was not clean, and it looked like it had not been 

washed for a while and did not notice anyone within the 

vehicle.  

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY MR. DE 

LA POER AS FOLLOWS: 

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  Row 135, please.  807

A. So, apologies I will just have to go ever so slightly 

back, I believe it has been inserted into the wrong 

place.

Q. I think we've just looked at that, that was row 132, 808

that's row 133.  If we keep going we get the sighting, 

I think, of Agnes Simpson.  And there we are, that's 

the four o'clock, is that right? 
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A. Yes, that's right, yes. 

Q. So four o'clock and 12 seconds, we saw is there, that 809

was red phone, Liam Campbell 430 to 406 Oliver Treanor? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. That's the one that we moved over, we now have the 810

Agnes Simpson sighting? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Thank you.  [Presentation played].  We're now looking, 811

I think, at row 136? 

A. We are, yes. 

Q. This is the Seamus Daly green 076 to dark blue 585 812

Colm Murphy? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Duration just two seconds? 813

A. Yes. 

Q. Just before five o'clock? 814

A. Yes. 

Q. We then have a call from 430 red phone to 815

David Lawless, a relative, as we heard, of 

Damien Lawless? 

A. Correct, yes. 

Q. 17:13, another contact between the green and dark blue 816

phones, this one for 43 seconds? 

A. Correct, yes. 

Q. Currently having concluded that call then a call from 817

the same green phone to the Emerald Bar? 

A. Yes. 

Q. 33 seconds? 818

A. Correct. 
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Q. Then 20 minutes later another call, this one four 819

seconds, green phone to the Emerald Bar? 

A. Yes. 

Q. We then have a public call box call from within Dundalk 820

to Derek 'Shanty' Brady's yellow 259 phone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That's row 141 on our timeline? 821

A. We do, yes. 

Q. [Presentation played].  Then we're going to see a 822

couple of calls which the relationship between them may 

indicate a connection, certainly may be capable of 

supporting such an inference.  17:59 a two-second call 

from the John Fee to the Joseph Fee handsets? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And then within 30 seconds or so of that call ending 823

the same John Fee handset calling the Derek 'Shanty' 

Brady handset, this time for a period of two minutes 

and 33 seconds? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Another contact here in the early evening between the 824

585 and the 980, just 10 seconds this first one? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And then less than a minute later, at 21-second 825

contact?

A. Yes.

Q. Both phones still in the hands of the ordinary users?826

A. Yes.

CHAIRMAN:  How are we doing for time, Mr. de la Poer?  

MR. DE LA POER:  Well, that moment that is on screen 
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was a moment that I was going to propose that we might 

take a ten-minute or so break. 

CHAIRMAN:  Yes. 

MR. DE LA POER:  Perhaps, we can leave it at that and 

we'll come back to that when we resume. 

CHAIRMAN:  We'll resume around 3:20. 

MR. DE LA POER:  Thank you.   

THE INQUIRY ADJOURNED BRIEFLY AND RESUMED AS FOLLOWS:

 

CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, Mr. de la Poer.  

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  Sir, thank you.  Row 146, 827

Mr. Safranauskas? 

A. Yes. 

Q. We have seen calls involving the orange 980 phone and 828

until this point they have been attributed to 

Terence Morgan, the foreman of Colm Murphy? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, from this point in the presentation are we 829

proceeding on the basis that there was a period of time 

when that phone was in the hands of Colm Murphy? 

A. Yes. 

Q. In fact, we don't see any relevant calls on that phone 830

until the following day, do we? 

A. No. 

Q. And as we will see by the time we come to the period 831

immediately after lunch, that 980 phone is going to be 

attributed on a provisional basis to the hands of 

Seamus McKenna? 
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A. Correct. 

Q. Do you want just to play this on and then we can look 832

at the next couple of calls?  [Presentation played].  

So, the person identified yesterday was the 

father-in-law of Derek 'Shanty' Brady, Patrick Brady, a 

call from the landline 520, duration just under a 

minute? 

A. Correct, yes. 

Q. And then 10 minutes later, the Colm Murphy 585 phone 833

calling his home number? 

A. Correct, yes. 

Q. That's a call of 42 seconds? 834

A. Yes. 

Q. And that's his home in Ravensdale? 835

A. It is, yes. 

MR. DE LE POER:  We'll turn now to another sighting 

please.  

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY 

MR. RAFFERTY AS FOLLOWS:

Q. MR. RAFFERTY:  So, Mr. Safranauskas, we're going to 836

move to the early evening --

A. Yes. 

Q. -- on the 14th.  Can you locate where this observation 837

was? 

A. Yes.  So, we are now looking at the Castleshane area at 

the centre of the map, at 1830 hrs here. 

Q. And that's approximately on the Border between the 838
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North and Republic of Ireland, isn't that right? 

A. Yes. 

MR. RAFFERTY:  Sir, a Mr. Maurice Gillanders provided a 

statement to say that on 14th August 1998 he left his 

home at around 5:20 to travel to Clones in County 

Monaghan.  He was driving his grey Vauxhall Cavalier 

car and he crossed the Border from Middletown into the 

Republic of Ireland at around 6:30.  As he went through 

Castleshane, he was at a junction with the 

Dublin-Monaghan Road.  He noticed a dark red Cavalier 

or Opel vehicle approach from his left-hand side.  He 

thought the letters on the registration were KDZ but he 

said definitely something DZ.  The driver was the only 

person in the car and a male who was smoking aged 

between 35 and 40.  Mr. Gillanders said:  

"He had very dark brown hair, it was fairly long and 

straggly.  He had a very sparse beard where he hadn't 

shaved for three or four days.  He had a fairly thin 

face."  

Mr. Gillanders said that this vehicle did not have an 

indicator on but stopped and turned right in the road 

which he was seeking to exit, following another vehicle 

which was blue or blue/grey which had come from 

Mr. Gillanders right.  Mr. Gillanders saw both vehicles 

sitting parallel to one another in a side road that 

they had then turned into.  He said the grey car had 

one person.  The driver who was male and was in his 
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50s, he said, had grey curly hair and looked heavily 

built.  He had a round face.  Mr. Gillanders commented 

that he thought that what he had seen was suspicious as 

it was 6:40 p.m.  

He then said that when he was watching the television 

on 16th August 1998, the details of the bomb car's 

registration plate rang a bell with him as to what he 

had seen on this particular evening.  

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY MR. DE 

LA POER AS FOLLOWS:

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  Then we come to the penultimate 839

sequence of calls, we are at row 150? 

A. We are, yes. 

Q. And we remind ourselves, Mr. Safranauskas, that the 840

time is now 6:39 on the late afternoon of the 14th? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So we know that this is the evening before the attack? 841

A. Yes. 

Q. A 55-second call from the red 430 phone to the light 842

blue 406 phone? 

A. Correct. 

Q. We can move over number 51, Mr. Rafferty has dealt with 843

that already.  We've got another call from the Patrick 

Brady landline to Derek 'Shanty' Brady's yellow phone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Then at 18:53, a call from the green phone to the 844
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Emerald Bar? 

A. Yes. 

Q. This call lasting one minute and 29 seconds? 845

A. Yes. 

Q. Those following in hard copy, we can see that at 19:08, 846

over the, page row 154, a call to the Patrick Daly 

landline, by Seamus Daly on the green phone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. A minute and five seconds? 847

A. Yes. 

Q. At 19:18, 971 pink Peter Campbell phone to the 848

Oliver Treanor pale blue 406? 

A. Yes. 

Q. A minute and 14 seconds? 849

A. Correct. 

Q. Two more cell site calls, Dundalk 0375, for the 8:04? 850

A. Yes. 

Q. Or the 8:05 Clermont Carn 5218? 851

A. Yes. 

Q. Both the Donegan phone.  Now we have a very substantial 852

call indeed in terms of its length? 

A. Yes.

Q. This is Declan McComish landline to the red 430 phone? 853

A. Yes. 

Q. We are going to see in Part 4 and into Part 5, Mr 854

Safranauskas, that that red 430 phone provisionally 

attributed to the hands of Liam Campbell the following 

day and found to be a fact in the Breslin litigation, 

that phone was based around the warning calls, wasn't 
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it? 

A. It was, yes. 

Q. At the time they were made? 855

A. Yes. 

Q. Here it is the night before, four minutes and 38 second 856

conversation with Declan McComish's landline? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And then one more call before we consider the final 857

sightings, Peter Campbell's pink 971 to 

Oliver Treanor's 406 pale blue? 

A. Correct. 

Q. 21 seconds, the time is just before 9 o'clock? 858

A. Yes.

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY 

MR. RAFFERTY AS FOLLOWS:

 

Q. MR. RAFFERTY:  So, Sir, the two final potential 859

sightings that you are going to hear about occurred on 

the evening of 14th August and they are at rows 160 and 

161.  You can see Mr. Safranauskas, can you just 

identify, perhaps with reference to one of the earlier 

observations we had from Mr. Thomas Hillen which we 

would describe as the most easterly one -- 

A. Yes.

Q. -- where the first of the two observations we're going 860

to talk about occurred? 

A. We're just looking above him now in the Mullaghbawn 

area. 
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Q. So that's at 9:20 in the evening of the 14th August? 861

A. Correct, yes. 

Q. Can we then just bring up the next observation because 862

we know that its said to have occurred 10 minutes 

later -- 

A. Yes. 

Q. -- at 9:30.  863

A. So looking most north of the screen we are now looking 

again at Market Street in Omagh and the sighting of Ian 

Brown. 

Q. So we have one at 9:20 in Mullaghbawn, it's to the far 864

east? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And then the north west we have Ian Brown, 10 minutes 865

later in Market Street, Omagh? 

A. Yes. 

Q. This, Mr. Safranauskas, the first of the two sightings, 866

so the one in Mullaghbawn is said to have been from an 

anonymous source, isn't that correct? 

A. It is, yes. 

Q. Sir, the Inquiry understands the Gardaí received 867

information that a person had been travelling from a 

hotel called the Fairways Hotel in Dundalk? 

A. Yes.  

MR. RAFFERTY:  At around 9:20 in the direction of 

Crossmaglen.  He said that as he turned left at 

Mullaghbawn he noticed a red Vauxhall with the 

registration detail "DL" and the note records it was 

shining and he thought it had bright wheels, two men in 
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front, woman in back.  And in respect of Mr Brown's 

potential sighting, he said in a statement that he gave 

to the police on 18th September that he got into a 

parked car roughly outside the Cosy Corner pub in 

Market Street in Omagh between 9:00 and 10:00 p.m. on 

14th August and he records saying that he saw a red 

Vauxhall Cavalier with a Donegal registration drive up 

Market Street past my vehicle.  Mr Brown concluded by 

saying he could not say where the vehicle went, but it 

was a saloon shape and seemed to be in good state of 

repair, it was freshly cleaned, there were two men in 

the car and passenger was shorter than the driver.  

Thank you Mr. Safranauskas.

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED FURTHER BY MR. DE 

LA POER AS FOLLOWS:

 

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  We will conclude our of calls with the 868

final five for Part 3.  Four of them concern three 

handsets?  

A. Yes, they do. 

Q. 21:35, the pink Peter Campbell 971 to the red 430 869

Liam Campbell phone, eight seconds? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Next row 163, whether or not though that connected, 39 870

seconds, just four minutes later from the same calling 

phone, the pink Peter Campbell phone, this time to the 

406 Oliver Treanor phone? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. That's 39 seconds.  40 minutes later, 22:24, we have 15 871

second contact between the 971 pink phone and the 406 

pale blue phone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Interrupting that sequence of two different handsets, 872

this one, 076 green phone Seamus Daly, his partner's 

phone 556, a minute and 20 seconds, shortly before 

11:00?  

A. Correct. 

Q. And row 166, the final item in our Part 3 presentation, 873

it's 23:13, so shortly before midnight? 

A. Yes. 

Q. 14th of August, a ten second contact between the 406 874

pale blue Oliver Treanor phone and the 430 red Liam 

Campbell phone? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And at this stage Mr. Safranauskas, we are going to 875

conclude your evidence.  Sir, can I just say this about 

what we are to expect?  Firstly, in terms of today, can 

I please invite everybody who has hold of a hard copy 

timeline to do one of three things; to either leave it 

on their desk, their Chair or to return it to a member 

of Inquiry staff, they will be reissued on Monday.  And 

as we've said and given the INQs for they are available 

over the weekend electronically to Core Participants.  

The second is this, Sir, may I invite you to rise now 

to resume at 10:00 a.m. on Monday.  We've now concluded 

Part 3 of Chapter 3 and we will begin Part 4, and that 
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will begin with the evidence of Detective 

Superintendent Casserly of the An Garda Síochána and we 

will be playing his Part 4 evidence? 

CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much then Mr. de la Poer.  10 

o'clock then on Monday?  

MR. DE LA POER:  Thank you.  

THE INQUIRY ADJOURNED UNTIL MONDAY, 28TH SEPTEMBER 2026 

AT 10:00 A.M. 
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