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THE INQUIRY RESUMED ON MONDAY, 28TH SEPTEMBER 2026 AS 

FOLLOWS: 

 

CHAIRMAN:  Good morning Mr. Greaney. 

MR. GREANEY:  Good morning, Sir.  

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS BY MR. GREANEY:

MR. GREANEY:  Today, we're going is to hear evidence 

about Part 4 of Chapter 3 and that part takes us to the 

day of the bombing itself.  

We will be considering today and into tomorrow, the 

period on 15th August up until 2:28 p.m. and so, up 

until the point just before the first warning call.  

The starting point for the evidence will be the playing 

of a passage from the interview conducted with 

Detective Superintendent Casserly of the AGS relating 

to that period of time.  That part of the recording 

lasts for just under 35 minutes.  As we're about to 

hear and see, Detective Superintendent Casserly deals 

with telecommunications evidence relating to the period 

during this passage of the recording.  And, Sir, before 

we watch it, there is something that we need to make 

plain:  During the course of his evidence, the 

Detective Superintendent attributes the 980 orange 

phone to Terence Morgan.  As I say, during the course 

of the recording we will see where that 980 phone is 
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mentioned, it will be attributed to Terence Morgan.  

That the AGS did so is understandable because, Sir, as 

everyone will recall, Terence Morgan's father-in-law 

was the subscriber to that 980 number.  But, he, 

Terence Morgan was recorded in the contract as being 

the principal user.  

However, Sir, as you know, for good reason, we have 

moved beyond that attribution and we provisionally now 

place that phone, the 980 orange phone, with 

Seamus McKenna in the bomb car on 15th August.  So, 

when everyone hears Detective Superintendent Casserly 

attributing that 980 phone to Terence Morgan, please 

bear in mind that we have moved beyond that and we 

place it, as I've just said, with Seamus McKenna in the 

bomb car.  

We'll also hear the Detective Superintendent Casserly, 

in his evidence, attributes the 585 dark blue phone to 

Colm Murphy.  And, again, that attribution by the AGS 

is understandable because Colm Murphy was the 

subscriber to that number.  

However, again for good reason, we have moved beyond 

that attribution as far as 15th August is concerned and 

as all will recall we now provisionally that phone, the 

585 dark blue phone, with Seamus Daly in the scout car 

on 15th August.  So, Sir, we hope that is clear and we 

invite everyone to bear those matters in mind in 
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watching the next 30 or so minutes of footage.  

Having made those introductory remarks could we now 

play the footage please.  

[Video played] 

DETECTIVE SUPERINTENDENT EMMET CASSERLY CONTINUED TO BE 

QUESTIONED (ON 1ST SEPTEMBER) BY MR. GREANEY AS 

FOLLOWS:  

Q. MR. GREANEY:  Chief Superintendent, as you know, 1

Chapter 3 of the Inquiry's oral evidence process 

involves an examination of the events of the day of the 

Omagh bombing, and I'm next going to seek your help 

with Part 4 of Chapter 3, which deals with the events 

of 15th August 1998 up to and including 14:28 hours on 

that day.  

So, can we begin by analysing the movements and/or 

route of the bomb car --

A. Yeah. 

Q. -- which will in turn involve analysing the movement of 2

certain mobile telephone handsets?  

A. Of course. 

Q. Now, the AGS established that the Vauxhall Cavalier of 3

Mr. Ward was stolen probably in the early hours of the 

morning of 13th August?  

A. That is correct, yes. 
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Q. So that was the overall preponderance of the evidence.  4

And that it was stolen from the address of Mr. Ward's 

girlfriend, or outside it, at St. Macartan's Villas?  

A. That's right. 

Q. But did the investigation definitively establish where 5

the vehicle was taken to after the theft?  

A. No, it did not.  No. 

Q. Did it establish definitively where the vehicle was 6

kept in the two days between the theft on 13th August 

and the bombing on 15th August?  

A. No, it did not.  No. 

Q. And did it establish definitively where the bomb had 7

been loaded into the vehicle?  

A. Again, no, it did not. 

Q. Could the AGS Investigation Team say either from what 8

location the vehicle set off from on its way to Omagh?  

A. It could not, no. 

Q. Or definitively where it returned to?  9

A. No. 

Q. So we just need to start that again.  10

There was a rather silly suggestion of the bomb car 

coming back.  So we're just going to scrub that whole 

bit and we'll start that section again.  Sorry about 

that.  

A. That's all right.  

Q. Detective Superintendent, as you know, Chapter 3 of the 11

Inquiry's oral evidence process will involve an 

examination of the events on the day of the Omagh 
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bombing.  And I'm next going to seek your assistance in 

relation to Part 4 of Chapter 3, which involves an 

analysis of the events on 15th August up to and 

including 15:28 hours that day.  

A. Okay. 

Q. And specifically what we're going to analyse are the 12

movements of the bomb car on 15th August, which in turn 

will principally involve an analysis of the movements 

of mobile telephone handsets.  

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, just to recap where we had reached, the AGS had 13

established that the Vauxhall Cavalier of Mr. Ward was 

stolen from the address of Mr. Ward's girlfriend on 

Macartan's Villas in Carrickmacross?  

A. It had, yes, that's correct. 

Q. And did the preponderance of evidence indicate that it 14

was stolen in the early hours of the morning of 13th 

August?  

A. Yes, it did, yeah. 

Q. Was the investigation able to establish definitively 15

where the Cavalier was taken to after the theft?  

A. No, it was not. 

Q. Was it able to establish definitively where the vehicle 16

had been kept for the two days between 13th August and 

15th August?  

A. No, it was not.  No. 

Q. And was the AGS investigation able to establish where 17

the bomb had been loaded into the vehicle?  

A. No, it was not.  No. 
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Q. Was the investigation able to say from what location 18

the vehicle had set off from on its way to Omagh on the 

day of the bombing?  

A. Again, no, it could not, no. 

Q. And in the report, we're told that what is described as 19

a major caveat with the identification of the route 

believed to have been used is that there is no 

conclusive eyewitness testimony? 

A. That's correct, yes. 

Q. Nor is there any supporting CCTV footage available to 20

identify the route taken by the bomb car? 

A. No, there's not, no. 

Q. And although it is thought that the bomb car was 21

accompanied by a scout car, is it the position that 

there is no witness evidence or CCTV evidence 

conclusively to confirm that there was another vehicle 

travelling in convoy with the Cavalier? 

A. That is the position, yes. 

Q. Now, if it had been the position that there was only 22

one route which could realistically have been taken to 

Omagh then things may have been different, but is it 

the position that there were a myriad of routes that 

the bomb vehicle could have taken to reach Omagh?  

A. Yes, there's numerous routes that could have been 

taken. 

Q. Now, during the course of the early stages of the 23

investigation, were two mobile telephone numbers 

identified as being of significant interest?  

A. There were two phone numbers provided to the 
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Investigation Team that were deemed to be of 

significant interest to the investigation. 

Q. And were those numbers, mobile telephone numbers ending 24

first 585? 

A. That's right, yeah.  5585, yeah. 

Q. And second, a mobile telephone number ending 3980 - and 25

I'll refer to it as 980? 

A. Perfect.  Yes, that's correct. 

Q. And we'll deal with the attribution of those numbers in 26

a moment.  But did the investigation generate strong 

support that those two mobile telephones had travelled 

north to the area of Omagh on the day of the bombing?  

A. It did, yes. 

Q. And did the investigation also generate strong support 27

that one of those handsets was with a person in the 

stolen Cavalier?  

A. That is correct, yes. 

Q. The bomb car?  28

A. Yes. 

Q. And the other mobile telephone handset with a person in 29

a separate vehicle but associated, namely a scout 

vehicle?  

A. Yes, that's correct.  Yeah. 

Q. Did cell site analysis conducted on those two phones 30

and their billing on both sides of the Border provide 

what the report describes as the only real indication 

of the potential route travelled?  

A. Absolutely correct, yes. 

Q. So, there's quite a lot to unpack in all of that.  31
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A. Yeah. 

Q. We need to develop an understanding of what cell site 32

analysis is and we'll need to develop, first of all, an 

understanding of to whom those mobile telephone numbers 

585 and 980 are attributed.  

Now, in terms of attribution, what I can do is draw 

some strands together from the report overall and 

you'll be able to confirm, Detective Superintendent, 

that 585 is a number that has been attributed to a man 

called Colm Murphy?  

A. That's right. 

Q. And that is attributed to him because it was a number 33

registered to him?  

A. It was. 

Q. So, sometimes, but not always, when one acquires a 34

mobile telephone with a number, that number is actually 

registered to the particular individual?  

A. Yes, that's correct. 

Q. And that was also the case in the call of Colm Murphy? 35

A. Yes. 

Q. And a little later we will look at a document that 36

deals with that.  

And what you'll also be able to confirm, I'm certain, 

because it is referred to in the report, is that 

whether Colm Murphy was actually involved in the calls 

we're about to look at or whether instead his phone was 

in the hands of someone else will be a matter for the 
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broader evidence?  

A. That's right. 

Q. And 980 is attributed to a man called Terrence Morgan?  37

A. That's correct. 

Q. It is attributed to him because it, 980, was a number 38

registered to his father-in-law?  

A. It was. 

Q. But the evidence, including documentary evidence, 39

revealed that he was in fact the usual user?  

A. That's right. 

Q. But once again, whether Terrence Morgan was actually 40

involved in the calls we're about to look at or whether 

his phone was in the hands of someone else will be a 

matter for the broader evidence.  

A. It will. 

Q. Now, I use the term cell site analysis, and during the 41

course of the Inquiry's oral evidence hearings, there 

will be expert evidence from someone in relation to 

cell site analysis and associated techniques.  Just to 

provide some context to the evidence that you're about 

to give, and based upon your report, every time a 

mobile telephone makes a call or receives a call or 

sends or receives a text message, it will connect to 

one of many cell towers which dot Northern Ireland and 

the Republic of Ireland?  

A. That's correct. 

Q. And indeed did so in 1998?  42

A. That's correct, yes. 

Q. Each tower has a designation and mobile phone operators 43
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log the connections to their services by reference to 

the tower designation?  

A. That's right. 

Q. And so in that way, it is possible to keep and obtain a 44

record of which particular mobile telephone has been 

linked to which particular cell tower at particular 

points in time?  

A. That's correct. 

Q. And in doing so, that can be used, there are a number 45

of purposes, but one can be to track the movements of a 

phone over a period of time?  

A. Absolutely, yes. 

Q. And that's the position now and was the position in 46

1998?  

A. Yes, correct. 

Q. So, those two mobile telephones were used to make 47

telephone calls on the afternoon of 15th August?  

A. They were. 

Q. And from the telephone traffic on those two telephones, 48

what was it possible to ascertain?  

A. So, it was possible to roughly map a route from County 

Monaghan and County Louth to, travelling northwards to 

Omagh, County Tyrone and then subsequently later on 

back. 

Q. So, what we see is the handsets travelling north --49

A. Travelling northwards. 

Q. -- to the area of Omagh in the period before the 50

bombing and then travelling backwards in the period 

after the bomb car had been left -- 
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A. That's correct. 

Q. -- in Omagh.  And as you've said already, this is the 51

only reliable source of information? 

A. It is. 

Q. -- about the route taken by the bomb car? 52

A. It is. 

Q. -- and the scout car.  On the basis of the data from 53

those two mobile telephones, was it possible for a map 

outlining the most probable route taken from the 

Republic of Ireland to Omagh to be prepared?  

A. It was, yeah.  Mr. Paul Creaner from the Garda Mapping 

Section prepared a most probable route map. 

Q. And we have available the map that shows that route as 54

Slide 76.  

A. Yeah. 

Q. And that is showing a route to Omagh from 55

Castleblayney, is that correct?  

A. Castleblayney, yeah. 

Q. And Castleblayney is to the northwest of Dundalk?  56

A. It is. 

Q. And linked directly to Dundalk by the N53 road?  57

A. It is. 

Q. And was Castleblayney identified as the starting point 58

for the map because that was the starting point for the 

cell site evidence?  

A. Yes. 

Q. So, that isn't to say that that's where the car started 59

off from?  

A. No. 
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Q. But that was just where you had the first evidence of 60

cell site usage --

A. Exactly, yes. 

Q. -- Castleblayney.  And the route that was identified by 61

Mr. Creaner had the entry point into Northern Ireland 

as being Aughnacloy?  

A. Aughnacloy. 

Q. Via Emyvale?  62

A. Emyvale, yeah. 

Q. Now, that can go from the screen, thank you, Mr. Suter.  63

Did a Detective Sergeant in the Garda Mapping Section 

also prepare a number of maps?  

A. Yeah, Detective Sergeant Michael Campbell prepared a 

number of maps outlining the location of the cell 

sites, mobile phone towers on the maps. 

Q. And we can see an index --64

A. Yes. 

Q. -- at Slide 78 --65

A. Mm-hmm.  

Q. -- outlining the mast number and the location of the 66

cell site mast -- 

A. Yes. 

Q. -- in question.  And they run from mast number 1 67

through to mast number 11.  

A. Yeah, that's correct. 

Q. And although they're numbered 1 to 11, we shouldn't 68

understand that 1 to 11 were their formal designations 

by the mobile phone providers?  

A. No.  No, no. 
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Q. They were the designations for the purposes of the map?  69

A. Exactly. 

Q. And would you tell us the location of each of those 70

masts numbered 1 to 11, please?  

A. Yeah, sure.  So mast number 1 is Derrygasson, Emyvale, 

County Monaghan; (2) Corcaghan, County Monaghan; (3) 

Clontibret, County Monaghan; (4) Castleblayney, County 

Monaghan; (5) Aclint Tallanstown, Ardee, County Louth; 

(6) Dundalk, County Louth; (7) Claremont Cairn, 

Ravensdale, Dundalk, County Louth; (8) Killydonagh, 

Emyvale, County Monaghan; (9) Tirkeenan, Monaghan, 

County Monaghan; (10) Mahercrom, Kingscourt, County 

Cavan; and (11) Drumnasillagh, Ballymascanlan, County 

Louth. 

Q. Was Detective Sergeant Campbell then able to map those 71

cell sites on to Ordnance Survey maps?  

A. He was, yes. 

Q. And we have those maps, first of all as Slide 80.  72

A. Yeah. 

Q. And we see the locations --73

A. Yeah. 

Q. -- of 1 to, I think, mast 10 -- 74

A. That's right. 

Q. -- on that particular map.  And then if we go to 75

Slide 82, we're able to see the location of mast 11?  

A. Yeah, that's correct. 

Q. And I should have been clearer in my question; the maps 76

that we've just seen on the screen and the work of 

Detective Sergeant Campbell that you've described, was 
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that work that was conducted as part of the original 

investigation?  

A. It was, yes. 

Q. So that was work that was conducted by the AGS back at 77

the time --

A. It was. 

Q. -- of that investigation?  78

A. It was. 

Q. But was work also undertaken by the RUC in Northern 79

Ireland into cell site issues?  

A. It was, yes, on the cell sites north of the Border. 

Q. So, the AGS doing their work on the south of the Border 80

and the RUC doing their work to the north of the 

Border?  

A. Absolutely, yeah. 

Q. But with cooperation between the two forces? 81

A. It seems that the information was freely shared between 

both forces. 

Q. And with regard to the telephone calls made by those 82

two telephone numbers, 585 and 980, in Northern 

Ireland, was someone called Raymond Clive Green 

involved?  

A. Yes, so -- he was, yes.  He was a fraud investigation 

manager with Vodafone and he provided a list of what 

they call toll tickets to the RUC.  These were then 

supplied to An Garda Síochána. 

Q. So, he prepared what were call toll tickets relating to 83

those two mobile telephone numbers and they were then 

provided to the AGS?  
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A. That's right. 

Q. And are those toll tickets documents that should be 84

interpreted as showing the date, time, number dialled 

and incoming number and cell site number and location 

for 980 and 585?  

A. Yes.  That's my understanding of it, yes. 

Q. And these days we might call them call data records?  85

A. Yes. 

Q. But at that time they were describing them as toll 86

tickets.  So let's look, first of all, at the toll 

ticket.  So, this is the Northern Ireland side of 

things, the toll ticket for the mobile telephone number 

ending 585, which is attributed to Colm Murphy because 

it was registered to him.  So, Slide 84, please.  And 

so we can see there a series of calls made by 585 --

A. Yes. 

Q. -- on 15th August.  87

A. Yes. 

Q. Starting out at 1:29:48 that day.  88

A. Yeah, that's right. 

Q. And the number called the 980 number attributed to 89

Terrence Morgan, for the reasons we've given.  

A. Mm-hmm. 

Q. How long was that call?  90

A. One minute and three seconds. 

Q. And the location of the cell site upon which that call 91

was made?  

A. So, it's listed as Pound Hill Centre, 2 Moore Street, 

Aughnacloy, County Tyrone. 
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Q. So, this is Aughnacloy, so the point, the location at 92

which -- 

A. The Border crossing essentially, yeah. 

Q. The Border crossing essentially.  And so this is why 93

we're now seeing the product of the work in Northern 

Ireland?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Then the next call at 13:57:54, again the number called 94

the 980 number attributed -- 

A. That's correct yes. 

Q. -- to Terrence Morgan.  And the duration of that call?  95

A. It's 28 seconds. 

Q. And the location of the cell site at that time?  96

A. So it's Omagh College of Further Education, Bridge 

Street, Omagh. 

Q. So, the 585 handset has moved north, as you've told us 97

already, from the Border crossing at Aughnacloy to the 

area of Omagh?  

A. That's right.  That's right. 

Q. The next call, 14:09, is an incoming call?  98

A. Yes, that's right.  33 seconds. 

Q. And utilising which cell site?  99

A. So, it's a cell site at Pigeon Top, Pollnalaght, County 

Tyrone, which is outside of Omagh. 

Q. And commonly during the course of the Inquiry's oral 100

evidence process that will be referred to as the Pigeon 

Top --

A. Pigeon Top, yes. 

Q. -- cell site.  Then at 14:10:56 there is an outgoing 101
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call from 585 --

A. Yeah. 

Q. -- to a number ending 430?  102

A. 430 is correct, yes. 

Q. Duration?  103

A. 17 seconds. 

Q. And utilising that same Pigeon Top cell site?  104

A. Same Pigeon Top.  That's right, yes. 

Q. At 14:19:10 an incoming call to 585 and the length of 105

that call being?  

A. It's 32 seconds.  And again from Pigeon Top cell site. 

Q. And then since it's on the screen, at 14:38, another 106

call from 585 to that 430 number.  

A. Yeah. 

Q. With the duration?  107

A. Of ten seconds.  And this one then is at Cranlome, 

which is in Ballygawley in Tyrone. 

Q. So, putting the material that was generated in the 108

Republic of Ireland together with the material 

generated in Northern Ireland, we have that northward 

movement of the 585 handset -- 

A. That's correct. 

Q. -- associated with Colm Murphy --109

A. Yeah. 

Q. -- to the area of Omagh.  And, as we've seen, there are 110

contacts with the 980 number associated with 

Terrence Morgan --

A. That's right. 

Q. -- over the period of that journey?  111
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A. That's correct. 

Q. Then we can perform a similar exercise in terms of 112

tracking the movement by looking next at Slide 90, 

please.  So, is this a map generated by the AGS?  

A. It is, I think, yes. 

Q. And does it chart the calls, movement and times 113

indicating the locations of the phone 585 travelling 

northwards from the Republic of Ireland --

A. It does, yes. 

Q. -- towards the Border?  114

A. It does. 

Q. If we can just enlarge that.  There are the calls.  115

First of all, 12:41, Castleblayney? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. 585 ringing 980?  116

A. Yeah, that's correct. 

Q. And at Emyvale?  117

A. 13:13, same call and it's clear that the phone has 

moved in a northerly direction over the course of that 

period of time. 

Q. So that is depicting the product of the work in the 118

Republic of Ireland.  Then if we go to Slide 92.  And 

is this a slide that was produced by the RUC?  

A. This is an RUC slide, yes. 

Q. So this is their work? 119

A. It's a map, I should say. 

Q. So this is their work on their side of the Border? 120

A. Yeah. 

Q. Again charting the movement of that 585 phone, still 121
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ever northward, once it's crossed Border --

A. Yes. 

Q. -- to the area of Omagh? 122

A. That's correct. 

Q. It's showing that call at 13:29 at Aughnacloy?  123

A. That's right. 

Q. A call to Terrence Morgan.  Then the call at 13:57 --124

A. That's right. 

Q. -- again to the phone associated, I should say, with 125

Terrence Morgan.  At 14:09 --

A. Yeah. 

Q. -- 585, receiving a call from the phone associated with 126

Terrence Morgan.  Then at 14:10 we see the call to 

430 --

A. That's right. 

Q. -- which I mentioned earlier.  And on this cell site 127

map we can see that that number is attributed to a 

person called Oliver Treanor?  

A. That's right. 

Q. And then at 14:19, 585 receiving a call from Terrence 128

Morgan?  

A. That's correct. 

Q. And then that subsequent call that we'll get to later 129

at 14:38 --

A. Yeah. 

Q. -- another call to Terrence Morgan --130

A. Okay. 

Q. -- Oliver Treanor, thank you very much.  131
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And there is also a Slide 94, which we won't deal with 

at this stage, Detective Superintendent.  Slide 94 

deals with the movement of that 585 phone back from the 

area of Omagh -- 

A. That's correct. 

Q. -- to the Republic of Ireland?  132

A. Yes. 

Q. And that is a subsequent part of -- 133

A. Yeah. 

Q. -- Chapter 3.  So we'll get to that -- 134

A. Yeah. 

Q. -- in due course.  So, next we'll go to Slide 95 as we 135

move through the slides.  

A. Mm-hmm.  Yeah.  

Q. And this is a chart which seeks to bring together the 136

calls made on, and received by, the 585 number 

associated with Colm Murphy --

A. Yes. 

Q. -- on 15th August.  137

A. Yeah, exactly. 

Q. And I'm not going to take you through each of those 138

calls, at least in relation to this chart, but this is 

a chart which accurately sets out what the underlying 

telecommunications data shows in relation to that 

phone.  

A. That's correct, yes. 

Q. Now, we're next going to look at a series of other 139

charts that have been produced, just so that they are 

placed into evidence.  So, first of all, Slide 90, 
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please.  And this is the slide that we've looked at 

already --

A. Yeah. 

Q. -- produced by the AGS.  And that shows that at 12:42 140

on 15th August a call was made by the 585 number to the 

980 number.  

A. That's right. 

Q. Lasting 14 seconds in duration.  141

A. Mm-hmm. 

Q. And did the call data records show that the call 142

originated from the service provider, Eircell's 

Castleblayney cell site?  

A. It did, yes.  

Q. And where within Castleblayney was that cell site 143

located?  

A. It's in Castleblayney Town. 

Q. That same slide, Slide 90, shows that at 1313 hrs on 144

15th August a further call was made from the 585 

number, again to the 980 number associated with 

Terrence Morgan, lasting for 17 seconds in duration.  

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. And did the underlying data records show that that call 145

had utilised Eircell's Emyvale site?  

A. It did, it used the site at Derrygasson, Emyvale, 

County Monaghan. 

Q. And was the call processed by an Eircell repeater mast 146

at Killydonagh, Emyvale?  

A. That's right, it was, yes. 

Q. That being an extension of the main site at 147
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Derrygasson?  

A. It was, yeah, that's right. 

Q. Now, to track the movements of 585, we next need to go 148

to the slide at 92.  And this is now the work of the 

RUC.  

A. Mm-hmm. 

Q. And did this reveal that at 13:29 on the same day, 15th 149

August, a call was made from 585 to, again, the 980 

number?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Lasting for one minute and three seconds?  150

A. That's right.  That's correct. 

Q. And was it that call that utilised a now Vodafone cell 151

site?  

A. It was, yes, in Aughnacloy, County Tyrone. 

Q. And at 13:57, did the data reveal that a call was made 152

from 585 once more to 980 lasting for 28 seconds?  

A. It did, yes. 

Q. And where was the cell site that that call utilised?  153

A. It's the Vodafone cell site in Omagh, County Tyrone. 

Q. So this, as we've established already, is 585 154

travelling north from the Republic of Ireland into 

Northern Ireland and entering the area of Omagh?  

A. That's right. 

Q. And then still on this same map, did the data reveal 155

that at 1410 hrs, or 2:10 p.m., a call was made from 

the 585 number associated with Colm Murphy to the 430 

number associated with Oliver Treanor?  

A. That's right. 
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Q. Lasting for 17 seconds in duration?  156

A. Again correct, yes. 

Q. Where did the data reveal that call was utilising?  157

A. The Pigeon Top site outside of Omagh. 

Q. Now, the next series of calls all relate to the journey 158

back to the Republic of Ireland subsequently and we'll 

get to those in due course, but for now we'll just 

stick with the calls and the movements of the phones --

A. Of course. 

Q. -- up until 14:28.  159

A. Okay. 

Q. So we've now seen the movement of 5885.  We'll next 160

look at the movements of 980, so that number associated 

with Terrence Morgan.  So, we're going to be looking at 

the position from the point of view of that phone.  So, 

first of all could we have on the screen, please, 

Slide 97.  So, again, on the screen are we looking at a 

chart which seeks to draw together the various 

communications in which that 980 number was involved on 

15th August?  

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. And I'm not going to take you through all of that, 161

because we'll see the calls on the cell site charts in 

due course.  But we see now another number which is 

highlighted in red, a number which ends with the three 

digits, 259.  

A. We do, yeah. 

Q. And in the chart, that number is associated with 162

someone who is there described as 'Shanty' Brown?  
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A. Yeah, it is. 

Q. 'Shanty' Brady, forgive me?  163

A. 'Shanty' Brady, yeah. 

Q. So, Slide 99 next, please.  And this is a chart that 164

we're now very familiar with.  This is showing, as 

we've agreed, the product of the work of the AGS and 

showing those calls in which the 980 number was 

involved.  

A. Yeah. 

Q. We'll next go to Slide 101, please.  Again, we're very 165

familiar with this, but we're looking at it from the 

point of view of 980.  Did the work of the RUC 

demonstrate that at 14:09 on 15th August the 980 number 

made a telephone call to the 585 number lasting for 

33 seconds?  

A. It did, yes. 

Q. And which cell was being utilised by that handset to 166

make that call?  

A. The Vodafone cell on Bridge Street in Omagh. 

Q. So, again, drawing the data together, the 980 number, 167

similarly to the 585 number, has moved northwards -- 

A. Yes. 

Q. -- from the same area of the Republic of Ireland to the 168

same general area of Northern Ireland?  

A. That's correct. 

Q. At similar times.  And do we also see that at 14:14 on 169

15th August, the 980 number made a call to that 259 

number that we've just seen?  

A. Yes. 
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Q. That number of, or associated with 'Shanty' Brady?  170

A. Mm-hmm, that's right. 

Q. Otherwise known as Derek 'Shanty' Brady?  171

A. Mm-hmm.

Q. Is that correct?  172

A. That's correct, yes, sorry. 

Q. Where did the data reveal that that call was made from 173

in terms of a cell site utilised?  

A. Yes, it's Pigeon Top outside of Omagh. 

Q. And then at 1419 hrs, did the data reveal that 980 made 174

a call to the 585 number?  

A. It did.  It did. 

Q. And did that call last for 32 seconds in duration?  175

A. Again correct, yes. 

Q. And which cell was utilised to make that call?  176

A. The same site, Pigeon Top outside of Omagh. 

Q. And, again, there are a number of subsequent calls, all 177

dealing with the journey back to the Republic of 

Ireland, but that concludes, unless I've missed 

something, the calls that are relevant to our Part 4, 

the period up until 14:28?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, Detective Superintendent, within the report 178

prepared by the AGS there is a substantial section 

which details the identification of the coverage area 

for particular cell sites.  

A. There is. 

Q. And it's headed "Cell Site Enquiries"? 179

A. Yes. 
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Q. And that section, which runs to perhaps three or four 180

pages, relies upon work that was undertaken by an 

expert in such matters who had been instructed by the 

RUC?  

A. That's correct, yes. 

Q. And so could I indicate that we are grateful for the 181

work that has been done by the AGS to digest that 

material within the report, but insofar as we need to 

address the expert evidence that was obtained by the 

RUC, we will do it separately from this process? 

A. Yes.  No, that's fine.  Perfect.

Q. And I hope that's understood and accepted?  182

A. Yeah, yeah, that's fine.

[End of video]

MR. DE LA POER:  Sir, that concludes the prerecorded 

evidence in relation to Part 4 from the An Garda 

Síochána.  Can I invite you to rise just for five 

minutes right now, so not a full morning break, the 

purpose of this is to that a copy of the timeline can 

be distributed to everybody who wants a physical copy 

in the room and if I could just ask everybody to do 

their best to confine themselves to that five minutes, 

so we can re-start promptly please.  

Members of the Inquiry secretariat will be at the back 

distribute those.  

THE INQUIRY ADJOURNED BRIEFLY
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THE INQUIRY RESUMED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

CHAIRMAN:  Mr. de la Poer. 

MR. DE LA POER:  Sir, thank you.  Before we resume with 

Mr. Safranauskas who remains under oath from last week.  

Can I remind everyone by way of housekeeping of two 

matters.  Firstly, in terms of the hard copies, please 

do not mark those as they are being reused over the 

course of this week.  And, secondly, Sir, that at 

INQ 049121 or 049563, there are available 

electronically to Core Participants the Excel or the 

Word versions of the timeline respectively. 

CHAIRMAN:  Good morning, Mr. Safranauskas. 

THE WITNESS:  Morning, Sir.

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS, CONTINUED TO BE QUESTIONED BY 

MR. DE LA POER AS FOLLOWS:    

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  Mr. Safranauskas, we are going to 183

resume with the timeline and your presentation please? 

A. Yes. 

Q. The timeline is at page 21 for Part 4? 184

A. Yes. 

Q. And as before, we're going to, between us, work through 185

what we see there, work through what you have created 

in the presentation, and, where appropriate, draw out 

some of the matters which may be of significance? 

A. That's fine, yeah. 

Q. So, our Part 4 period starts at midnight on 15th of 186
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August and runs through to 14:28 (inclusive)? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And is this right, it covers the period on the 15th 187

before the first bomb warning call made to UTV? 

A. Yes. 

Q. [Presentation played].  So, we start at row 167.  The 188

first call that has been recorded here is a call by the 

green 076 phone to Seamus Daly, I think we have that on 

screen as well.  

A. Yes. 

Q. And we can see the cell site that is being used, Ardee 189

East, which is in the Republic of Ireland? 

A. It is, yes. 

Q. And because the scale of this map is slightly different 190

from what we were looking at on Thursday, I think we 

would need to go up and to the right to find Dundalk 

where we had focused much of Thursday's evidence? 

A. Yes, around here. 

Q. That is at 4:20 in the morning.  We then move through 191

to more ordinary waking hours, 8:08:20, this is the 

Peter Campbell pink phone.  Do we have cell site for 

that? 

A. We do, yes. 

Q. And where is that cell site please? 192

A. It is situated in the Clermont Carn area. 

Q. We heard Detective Superintendent Casserly describe 193

that as Clermont Cairn, I think you're familiar with 

the documentation it sometimes has an I in it and 

sometimes has an S on the end? 
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A. Yes, correct. 

Q. But they are one and the same place? 194

A. Yes. 

Q. So, that is up -- the location of that cell is up 195

towards the Border, north and east of Dundalk? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And the purpose of this entry, as with others we saw on 196

Thursday, is to indicate the cell site location for 

Peter Campbell, it's not the significance of the person 

to whom he is in contact? 

A. No. 

Q. Next, row 169, we are going to see a sequence, a total 197

of six of these calls which cover a period of about 10 

or 15 minutes? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Mr. Safranauskas, I think you have identified something 198

about the 804 call box which is located on Newry Road 

in Dundalk, to draw our attention to? 

A. Yes, I have, yeah.  So, again, going back into the 

timeline at around 17:55 on the evening of the 14th, so 

the evening prior to the 15th. 

Q. If we look at page 16, is that where we should be 199

directing our attention? 

A. Yes, top of page 16, row 141, so the bottom of page 16. 

Q. Bottom of page 16.  So, we keep one finger in the hard 200

copy page 21 but turn back.  So, just walk us through, 

please, what you're drawing out about entry 141? 

A. So, if we look at the three numbers associated with the 

number, so 804, public call box, Newry Road, Dundalk, 
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we see an outgoing phone call from that call box to 

that of Derek 'Shanty' Brady, the 259 yellow phone, 

lasting two seconds, that's the evening before. 

Q. So, public call box contacting the Derek 'Shanty' 201

Brady, yellow phone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Contact, whatever it may have been, very short, only 202

two seconds? 

A. Yes, correct. 

Q. And that is just over 12 hours, have I got that right, 203

before? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And then if we go back to where we were on row 169 on 204

page 21, we see that same call box and can you confirm 

that we are going to now work through a sequence of 

calls, all of which share these characteristics, that 

call box is calling the Seamus Daly green phone? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. This is the first of them.  This contact lasted how 205

long, please? 

A. 39 seconds. 

Q. And then if we move through, please, to row 170.  206

[Presentation played].  We are now two minutes in time 

on, so approximately a quarter of that period would 

have been spent by way of a connection? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And then we've got a four-second call, is that right? 207

A. Yes, it is. 

Q. Then if we move forward five minutes in time, very 208
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short contact, two seconds? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And the fourth in the sequence is still only less than 209

10 minutes from the start of the first call, this time 

a one-second call? 

A. Yes. 

Q. At 9:44:26? 210

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. We'll just pause that sequence because there are two 211

events which intervene that chronologically speaking? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Moving forward, please, we have a 9:44:49 and this one, 212

again, a call for the purpose of indicating which cell 

site the 456 Patrick 'Mooch' Blair phone is using? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. That is one that is located in the Dundalk area? 213

A. Correct. 

Q. And then move forward again.  [Presentation played].  214

So, here we have a very unusual entry, don't we --

A. We do, yes. 

Q. -- Mr. Safranauskas, it's been included for two 215

reasons; firstly, because of its duration, it's 

substantial contact of one minute and 21 seconds? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that contact is with the red 430 phone? 216

A. Yes. 

Q. Provisionally attributed at this time to Liam Campbell? 217

A. Yes. 

Q. And, secondly, because it shows us where that phone is 218
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approximately, by reference to the mast that it is 

using? 

A. Yes.

Q. A mast located up near the Border between Republic of 219

Ireland and Northern Ireland? 

A. Yes.

Q. Again, that Clermont Carn cell? 220

A. Yes. 

Q. What is, perhaps, unusual about this, is that the data 221

does not reveal the number from which that call was 

made? 

A. No, it doesn't. 

Q. If we return to our sequence of six now.  We are, we 222

remind ourselves, under four minutes on from the last 

contact or attempted contact between the call box and 

the 076 phone? 

A. We are, yes. 

Q. And another very short, one-second contact, between, is 223

that right? 

A. Yes, it is, yes. 

Q. Then finally, 9:50:23, another one-second contact? 224

A. Yes. 

Q. So, we're now moving towards ten o'clock and we can see 225

the Colm Murphy landline is contacting Sile Grew, the 

woman who worked at the Emerald Bar which Colm Murphy 

owned? 

A. Yes. 

Q. A relatively short contact, 15 seconds? 226

A. Yes, that's right. 
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Q. Now, we'll turn over the page, please.  [Presentation 227

played].  This is cell site entry, is that right? 

A. It is, yes. 

Q. It is for the phone that we spent quite a lot of 228

Thursday looking at, the Donegan 498 handset? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How long was the contact for? 229

A. One minute and 18 seconds. 

Q. What was the cell that was used? 230

A. The 0375 located in Dundalk. 

Q. [Presentation played].  And then we have 10:58, our 231

row 179, 076 handset? 

A. Yes. 

Q. This is Seamus Daly's ordinary phone? 232

A. It is, yes. 

Q. The Martin McGeough landline? 233

A. Yes. 

Q. And at this time the 076 phone at just before 234

11 o'clock on the morning of the 15th is using a cell 

site up to the north and east of Dundalk? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. If we move forward, please.  [Presentation played].  235

Now, just pause it here.  We heard last Monday 

Mr. Greaney in his opening address, refer to the 

concepts or phrase that is used within law enforcement, 

of a phone "going dark"? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Is that a term that you're familiar with? 236

A. Yes. 
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Q. Do you understand that term to mean it is when a phone 237

ceases to have user-generated activity for a period of 

time? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that an inference that may be available is that 238

they have made a deliberate decision either to leave 

that phone somewhere else to where they're going, or 

just to not use it or switch it off? 

A. Exactly that, yes. 

Q. And do you see, in law enforcement investigations, 239

inferences being invited in prosecutions based upon 

that concept of a phone going dark? 

A. I do, yes. 

Q. And is the inference that when a person stops using 240

their handset for another period that they may be using 

a different handset for that period? 

A. That can be an explanation as to why, yes. 

Q. So, we can see at 10:58, this is the last 241

user-generated activity on this handset until after the 

attack? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, we'll play on please.  [Presentation played].  Now, 242

we pick up from where we were on Thursday, and as you 

trailed on Thursday, the 980 handset ordinarily used by 

Terence Morgan, was handed in this working hypothesis 

to Colm Murphy on the evening of the 14th? 

A. Yes. 

Q. But that from this point onwards - and we're going to 243

see a call very shortly involving that handset - the 
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attribution to Colm Murphy is no longer maintained but 

rather the attribution changes? 

A. Yes. 

Q. I think you have used an animation here to demonstrate 244

this.  [Presentation played].  So, from this point the 

working hypothesis is to provisionally attribute 980 to 

Seamus McKenna?

A. That's right, yes.

Q. Similarly, we remind ourselves from your evidence on 245

Thursday and indeed Wednesday, that the ordinary user 

of 585 was Colm Murphy? 

A. Yes. 

Q. A phone subscribed to him? 246

A. Yes. 

Q. But from this point we are recording it in the hands of 247

a different person? 

A. Yes, we are. 

Q. And who is that? 248

A. Seamus Daly. 

Q. Are we going to see those changes in user provisional 249

attribution reflected in your presentation from this 

point? 

A. From 12:41 onwards, yes. 

Q. And indeed we'll see that in our timeline as well? 250

A. Correct. 

Q. So, we move forward please to 12:13:09.  We have the 251

light blue 406 Oliver Treanor phone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that is calling the pink Peter Campbell phone? 252
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A. Yes. 

Q. And in terms of cell site do we have cell site 253

information for one of those phones? 

A. For the 971 pink phone, yes.

Q. Using Clermont Carn? 254

A. Yes, correct. 

Q. And a not insubstantial duration, one minute and 18 255

seconds? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. [Presentation played].  Now, our next entry 256

Mr. Safranauskas, I'm sure you will agree, is the first 

in a sequence of what are regarded as entries of the 

highest importance? 

A. They are, yes. 

Q. So, let's just take this nice and slowly and we'll go 257

over it as this develops, we heard something of it from 

Detective Superintendent Casserly but you'll be able, I 

anticipate, to add a little more detail? 

A. Okay. 

Q. Row 183, we have marked the Castleblayney cell site? 258

A. Yes. 

Q. 6598? 259

A. Yes. 

Q. That is a cell mast which is located inside the 260

Republic of Ireland? 

A. It is, yes. 

Q. And it is located not far from the Border? 261

A. No. 

Q. 585 now in the hands of Seamus Daly on the provisional 262
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attribution? 

A. Yes. 

Q. 980 in the hands of Seamus McKenna --263

A. Yes. 

Q. -- on the provisional attribution.  Now, we don't have 264

cell site available, as matters stand, for the 980 

phone? 

A. No. 

Q. That's your understanding, isn't it? 265

A. It is, yes.

Q. We will hear from Dr. Tart about that on Thursday.  266

Now, you have animated on this presentation "SC"? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What does "SC" stand for? 267

A. Scout car. 

Q. Now, is this right, that as your understanding goes, we 268

don't know, because the investigation didn't reveal, 

exactly where the scout car started its journey from? 

A. No. 

Q. What we do know is that the 585 mobile used a cell at 269

Castleblayney at 12:41:30? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. And that could be consistent with the place that it 270

began from but, equally, it may be that the car had 

travelled from somewhere else before it reached that 

cell, the range of that mast at 12:41? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, your animation we're going to see, is very much a 271

straight line animation, isn't it? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. You know that cell site data does not allow a person to 272

identify precisely, on the basis of a single mast, 

where a vehicle is? 

A. Correct. 

Q. That's certainly your experience within law 273

enforcement? 

A. Yes.

Q. And so, is this right, you should not be taken to be 274

indicating the precise location of the vehicle at this 

time? 

A. I'm not, no. 

Q. Are you, instead, representing a direction of travel, 275

based on what you know is going to come next? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And, so, the fact that the marker is currently showing 276

just over the Border in Northern Ireland and then 

apparently crossing the Border, are you being 

deliberately crude in the sense of non-specific here, 

so as to emphasise the point that you are not 

representing a particular road being used? 

A. Yes, that's correct. 

Q. If we just play on, we are understanding that what you 277

are seeking to communicate here is a general direction 

of travel? 

A. Yes.  [Presentation played].  So, again, with this its 

current representation is that of a circle, you may see 

other markers that I present where they're pointed, the 

point being where there is a specific location either 
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at least known or with the intention to depict 

specifically where it is.  In this instance, this is a 

circle to prevent the assumption that I'm trying to 

indicate exactly where it is.  And subsequent data 

points have been my motivation for the direction of 

travel of it. 

Q. So, you would be the first to accept that depending on 278

which way that cell is orientated and what its range 

is, that marker would be anywhere within that range? 

A. Correct, yes. 

Q. So, that is our first entry of the highest importance.  279

Let us continue with the presentation, please.  

[Presentation played].  So, here we have a reverse of 

what we saw at row 182? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, about half an hour or so after that call ended, the 280

971 pink handset attributed to Peter Campbell calling 

the 406 pale blue Oliver Treanor? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. And the 971 continues to be using a mast located in an 281

area north and east of Dundalk? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. Next, 185.  [Presentation played].  An entry just about 282

the Anthony Donegan phone here.  Now, this one, can I 

just draw attention to, you've marked it at Dundalk, in 

fact Dundalk is some distance away from where that cell 

is? 

A. Yes.

Q. That beacon is flashing.  Should, in fact - and you'll 283
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be able to correct this on a subsequent presentation - 

be indicated down to the right? 

A. Yes, that should be in this locality.  I apologise for 

that. 

Q. Not at all.  There'll be an opportunity for that to be 284

corrected when we hear from Dr. Tart who will be 

dealing with the interpretation of all of this.  

[Presentation played].  186, we have the Peter Campbell 

971 and 406 light blue phone, a similar pattern to the 

preceding row but one, another seven second-call, this 

time at 12:45? 

A. Yes.

Q. And the same mast area is being used? 285

A. Yes, that's correct. 

Q. [Presentation played].  Next, we have a sequence of 286

calls involving Barney's Filling Station? 

A. Yes.

Q. Are these what was described by Mr. Greaney a week ago 287

today to be those calls which are termed the "test 

calls"? 

A. Some of them are, yes. 

Q. So, let's play on the presentation.  [Presentation 288

played].  So, pausing there, please, just note some 

factors here or features.  The first is that this is a 

location which is within a very short distance of the 

Border, as indicated by the yellow line? 

A. It is, yes. 

Q. It is just on the Northern Ireland side Of the Border? 289
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A. Yes. 

Q. But the Border can be crossed by travelling that 290

distance indicated there in a straight road? 

A. Yes, correct. 

Q. You have found an image of Barney's Filling Station is 291

that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was that taken at the time of the investigation or have 292

you found that from open source footage and just 

seeking to give a representation of it? 

A. This has been taken from Google Street View, not at the 

time of the bombing, it was taken years later. 

Q. So, the exact layout may have changed but it gives 293

everybody a sense of the space and the place that that 

first call in this sequence was made from? 

A. Yes, correct. 

Q. So play on please.  [Presentation played].  Pause 294

there.  This is our entry 187 on the timeline? 

A. Yes. 

Q. We can see that Barney's Filling Station is indicated 295

by the beacon just down and to the right of centre? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And up in the top right-hand corner you have indicated 296

the location of The Irish News in Belfast? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How long was this call for? 297

A. 32 seconds. 

Q. So, that is the first in the sequence? 298

A. Yes. 
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Q. Play on.  [Presentation played].  Pause there.  This is 299

three minutes later? 

A. Yes. 

Q. 12:49, an eight-second call.  Just identify for us, 300

please, what was the called number, so the recipient? 

A. The Omagh Samaritans. 

Q. That is at 12:49.  [Presentation played].  Next please.  301

Just pause there.  Now, we're at 12:50 here? 

A. We are. 

Q. The last time we saw 585 dark blue phone was at 12:41, 302

our row 183, is that right? 

A. Yes, it is. 

Q. And at that time, 585 was using a cell mast in the 303

Castleblayney area? 

A. Yes.

Q. If you'd like to just indicate on the map, please, 304

where that is.  So that's where the mast was located? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And are we going to see that just before a quarter past 305

one, that same 585 was using a cell in the Emyvale 

area? 

A. Yes.

Q. Do you want to just indicate for us where that is.  So, 306

over a period of just over half an hour the inference 

is, Mr. Safranauskas, we'll hear from Dr. Tart, that 

the 585 handset has moved between the Castleblayney 

area into the Emyvale area? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. And this call falls between those two data points? 307
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A. Yes. 

Q. Because it is an incoming call on the 585, there's no 308

cell site data available that Dr. Tart has described as 

reliable? 

A. No. 

Q. So, you've used a circle rather than a pointer to 309

indicate an approximate location, as you've said, 

unknown, between those two data points? 

A. Yes. 

Q. But at all events we can see that at this time the 310

scout car phone is well on its way towards the Border 

at the time it receives this call? 

A. It is, yes. 

Q. And that call was just within a minute of the test call 311

to the Samaritans in Omagh? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. The call was 23 seconds? 312

A. Yes. 

Q. And we're going to see that it falls within the 313

sequence between two important locations for the 

purpose of the warning calls that were to come? 

A. Yes.

Q. Because we know that one of the warning calls was made 314

to the Samaritans in Omagh? 

A. Yes.

Q. But it was diverted to Coleraine? 315

A. It was. 

Q. And the other was made to UTV? 316

A. It was, yes. 
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Q. So, our row 188, the Samaritans in Omagh; one minute 317

later a call to the scout car, well on its way towards 

Omagh.  

A. Yes. 

Q. And then let us move on, please, to row 190.  Again, 318

Barney's Filling Station.  Two minutes later --

A. Yes. 

Q. -- a call to UTV? 319

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. And how long did that call last, please? 320

A. 17 seconds. 

Q. And once that call was completed, are we going to see 321

more in the sequence, albeit that one wouldn't describe 

these as a test call? 

A. No. 

Q. So, the inference being Irish News a test call to see 322

if they're open on a Saturday? 

A. Yes.

Q. The Samaritans in Omagh to see if they're open on a 323

Saturday? 

A. Yes.

Q. Ulster TV to see if they're open on a Saturday? 324

A. Yes.

Q. Those are three of the four we've looked at, the fourth 325

being a call to the convoy travelling to Omagh? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And now we see at 12:54 a call from that same landline, 326

just two minutes after the test call to UTV, and where 

was that call to please? 
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A. To Town Glass Limited. 

Q. And is that the -- we looked at this in detail last 327

week but we remind ourselves of some of the detail, who 

are the two key figures who are associated with the 

ownership of that? 

A. Seamus McGrane and Oliver Treanor. 

Q. And who are the three individuals who were employees 328

that we looked at? 

A. Peter, Michael and Liam Campbell. 

Q. How long was this call for, please? 329

A. 20 seconds. 

Q. And then within a minute do we see our next entry? 330

A. We do, yes. 

Q. [Presentation played].  We'll just wait for the 331

presentation to display that.  This is the 144 purple 

phone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And this has been provisionally attributed, as we heard 332

last Wednesday, to Town Glass Limited? 

A. Yes. 

Q. The difference between this and the previous one being 333

that this is a mobile as opposed to a landline? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. How long was that car for, please? 334

A. A period of 52 seconds. 

Q. Now, there are some further calls which we'll see in a 335

moment, from Barney's Filling Station? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Whilst the sequence we've just looked at appears, 336
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because of the timings and the identities of the 

different users of the handsets, all to be linked; do 

you agree? 

A. I do agree, yes. 

Q. The ones we're going to see shortly have been included 337

because of the proximity in time, is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. But also we remind ourselves that this is a public call 338

box and, therefore, it is possible that they are 

unrelated, being called by somebody for a different 

reason? 

A. I agree, yes. 

Q. We'll come to those in just a moment.  We're going to 339

see here at 12:57, at row 193, a call from Alan Clarke 

who owned electrical company employing Joseph Fee, is 

that right? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. Also employing Sean Hoey? 340

A. Yes. 

Q. That was a four-second call? 341

A. It was, yes. 

Q. Followed very shortly by a call from Joseph Fee to his 342

answer phone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Based on the provisional attribution? 343

A. Correct, yes. 

Q. [Presentation played].  Turn to Barney's Filling 344

Station; this is a call at 58 minutes past 12, so it's 

separated in time by just under three minutes, bearing 
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in mind that the Town Glass mobile call was nearly a 

minute in length? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, less than three minutes and this is to an 345

unattributed number ending 453? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. And then a minute after that, a substantial call.  How 346

long did this one last, please? 

A. One minute and 39 seconds. 

Q. Where was being called? 347

A. Robert Murphy Newsagents. 

Q. Now, we're going to continue moving through.  348

[Presentation played].  Our next one, as it appears on 

screen, is another cell site, this is at Clermont Carn 

cell site? 

A. Yes.

Q. Again, for the Donegan 498 number? 349

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. So, we're now going to look, Mr. Safranauskas, at 350

row 198, the second of perhaps the most important 

sequence of calls that we're looking at? 

A. Yes. 

Q. The first was back at our row 183, 585 to 980 at 12:41? 351

A. Yes. 

Q. We've now moved on to 13:13 and we have a call from the 352

585 to the 980? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Duration please? 353

A. 17 seconds. 
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Q. And here you have, again, with a circle so you're not 354

seeking to be precise --

A. No. 

Q. -- indicated a possible direction of travel for the 355

scout car based on the other data points that you have 

available to you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, we're going to see that that passes the area of 356

Emyvale? 

A. We are, yes. 

Q. And you have indicated behind it, a red-coloured 357

Vauxhall Cavalier? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, at this time, the working hypothesis is 980 is in 358

that vehicle? 

A. Yes. 

Q. We don't, according to Dr. Tart, as matters stand, have 359

reliable cell site evidence in relation to 980, is that 

your understanding? 

A. That's correct my understanding, yes. 

Q. But are you here depicting how the scout car and bomb 360

car might be travelling if the scout car is serving a 

scouting function? 

A. Exactly that, yes. 

Q. In other words, that it is going ahead prior to the 361

Border and following the Border with a view to 

identifying any potential issues by way of roadblocks 

or other problems that might cause the bomb car to need 

to take a different route? 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

11:25

11:25

11:26

11:26

11:26

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

49

A. Yes. 

Q. And so, again, we've got a circle there, nobody should 362

be understanding you to be saying that that is exactly 

where it was, in fact the evidence doesn't reveal how 

close the two vehicles were, is that right? 

A. That's correct, yes, there's no data for this or the 

preceding entry for the 980 number. 

Q. But we know from the location of Emyvale that that is a 363

cell site which is close to the Border? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And that 585 was in range of that mast at the time that 364

this call occurred? 

A. Correct. 

CHAIRMAN:  Mr. de la Poer, we will have, at some stage, 

to take a break for the shorthand writer. 

MR. DE LA POER:  Yes. 

CHAIRMAN:  Other than our short break earlier, we've 

now sat for about an hour and a half.  

MR. DE LA POER:  Yes. 

CHAIRMAN:  Is this a convenient point. 

MR. DE LA POER:  It absolutely is a convenient point, 

thank you very much. 

CHAIRMAN:  So, if we rise now and sit again at, say, 

11:45?  

MR. DE LA POER:  Thank you.  

THE INQUIRY ADJOURNED BRIEFLY
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THE INQUIRY RESUMED AS FOLLOWS:  

 

CHAIRMAN:  Mr. de la Poer. 

MR. DE LA POER:  Thank you, Sir.  

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS, CONTINUED TO BE QUESTIONED BY 

MR. DE LA POER AS FOLLOWS: 

Q. MR. DE LE POER:  Mr. Safranauskas, we pick up where we 365

were at row 198, and just remind everyone, because it 

is an important point, that you are not here 

identifying the precise known location of either of 

these vehicles, are you? 

A. I'm not, no. 

Q. It is for illustrative purposes only? 366

A. Yes. 

Q. [Presentation played].  199, our timeline indicates 367

that the scout car and bomb car approached/crossed the 

border into Northern Ireland? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That falls between 13:13 and 13:29 and is the 368

explanation for that what we see in row 200? 

A. It is, yes. 

Q. [Presentation played].  Just pause it here.  So, the 369

third in our most important sequence of calls, as 

before we see some information in common with those two 

earlier calls --

A. Yes. 

Q. -- don't we?  We see that it is the blue 585 phone 370
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calling the orange 980 phone? 

A. We do, yes. 

Q. This is a substantial contact, isn't it? 371

A. It is, why. 

Q. It's over a minute in length --372

A. Yes. 

Q. -- that those two phones were in contact.  And we know 373

something about the cell sites that each of those 

phones were using? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Firstly, 585, that is using a cell site located at 374

Pound Hill Centre, Aughnacloy? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that 980 is using the same cell site? 375

A. Yes. 

Q. And what this tells us is that 585 is in range of that 376

mast to be able to connect to it? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that 980 is in range of that mast so as to be able 377

to connect to it? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Now, again, you have represented, for illustrative 378

purposes, the possible approximate location of each? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Again, you are not seeking to ascribe any precision to 379

that? 

A. No. 

Q. And it is based upon a general direction of travel that 380

is established by all of the cell site data? 
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A. That's right, yes. 

Q. Again, so that nobody misunderstands, you are not 381

suggesting that at 1:29:48 there is sufficient data 

available to you to be able to say that that is the 

exact moment the scout car crossed the Border? 

A. I'm not, no. 

Q. Nor are you saying that about the bomb car? 382

A. Correct. 

Q. Let us play on please.  [Presentation played].  Just 383

pause here.  Now, Mr. Safranauskas, as we touched on on 

Wednesday when you were first sworn in and you 

introduced yourself, part of your expertise at the 

Visual Evidentiary Recovery and Analysis Unit at GMP is 

looking at CCTV? 

A. Yes, it is. 

Q. [Presentation played].  And what we are seeing in the 384

image to the right is CCTV from the Aughnacloy border, 

is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And is that CCTV showing vehicles which are travelling 385

from a southerly direction in a northerly direction? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, if we look at that carriageway, the Republic of 386

Ireland would be off camera to the top of the frame? 

A. It would, yes. 

Q. And that as the vehicles pass under where the camera is 387

located, they are travelling towards the North? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Now, we need to say something about this CCTV footage.  388
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Firstly, you have conducted your own analysis of it, 

haven't you? 

A. I have, yes. 

Q. And you have compared it to the PSNI viewing log that 389

was prepared as part of the Omagh bombing investigation 

about it? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And is your conclusion that that viewing log is an 390

accurate representation of what can be seen on this 

footage? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, in terms of the availability of this footage, as a 391

result of a technical difficulty it has only recently 

become available, is that right? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. And that was technical difficulty that the PSNI worked 392

at speed to remedy, isn't it, as you understand it?

A. Yes. 

Q. And so we are able now to consider this at the moment 393

in time when it arises? 

A. We are, yes. 

Q. And you have clipped some of that footage from period 394

the period one and two o'clock on the 15th? 

A. I have, indeed. 

Q. Because it is during that window that if the scout car 395

and bomb car travelled on this road they would have 

passed this camera? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, are there limitations in terms of the possibility 396
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of vehicles getting through and not being captured of 

this footage? 

A. There are, yes. 

Q. Just talk us through that, please.  397

A. So, my review was conducted between the times of 13:10 

and 13:45, in line with the viewing log that I was 

provided with by the PSNI.  Within that time, as we can 

see on the screen here now, at the top left of the 

screen you can probably just about see the word "hold," 

that's to indicate that the footage has been paused.  

Although in a paused state, what you can also see is 

the counter time here being 13:16:31.  If I play now, 

despite being paused you'll see that counter time going 

up.  What we can also see is there is a vehicle in the 

background not picked up.  

So, between them times I noted that there was a period 

of around eight minutes and 30 seconds whereby it was 

not recording because it was in a paused state, so in 

plain terms from a 35-minute period you're looking at 

around 25% of the footage was not recording at the time 

due to being in that paused state. 

Q. So, during that paused state, any vehicle that passed 398

that camera was not recorded? 

A. No. 

Q. From the footage that you've seen? 399

A. Correct. 

Q. And, again, you've done your best to try and help us, 400

have you considered how quickly a vehicle might travel 
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through that frame of view based upon the ordinary 

driving conditions which are being exhibited by all of 

the drivers that went through in that 35-minute period? 

A. I have, yes. 

Q. And about how long, on average, does it take a car to 401

drive from what is the very top of the shot to being 

not visible? 

A. So, again, what you can see here in the middle of the 

road is a speed bump.  So, again, it's a matter of what 

degree of caution each individual driver exercised but, 

generally, it was around between eight and 12 seconds 

that it would take from passing through the top of the 

camera to out of view at the bottom of the camera. 

Q. So, if we were to take a 10-minute average, we could 402

see -- 

A. About 10 seconds. 

Q. Forgive me, 10-second average, we can see then that 403

every minute that it is not recording there is the 

potential, at least, for six vehicles to pass through? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And, obviously, we are looking at many more than that 404

because we are at eight and a half minutes or so of not 

captured? 

A. We are, yes. 

Q. So, in terms of what this footage doesn't capture, 405

there is a substantial opportunity for a significant 

number of vehicles to pass through and not be recorded? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Now, the conclusion of the investigation was that the 406
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bomb car, Mr. Ward's Vauxhall Cavalier, whether bearing 

the original plates or the cloned plates, is not on the 

footage that is available, is that right? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And do you agree with that? 407

A. I do agree, yes. 

Q. So, is there anything more that you would like to say 408

about this footage from your analysis?  I know you're 

going to play on and we're going to see a sequence, I 

think, which is intended to illustrate a period of time 

that that's captured, but you have accelerated it on 

the basis that it is for impression only? 

A. That's correct, yes.  No, there's nothing more I wish 

to add. 

Q. If we play on, I think there's another facet to the 409

Aughnacloy border that you are going to draw attention 

to.  

A. Yes. 

Q. Is that another example of a hold, where a vehicle has 410

reached a particular point, the camera is frozen and 

the best opportunity for reading that number plate is 

made? 

A. Correct, yes. 

Q. So, playing on please.  [Presentation played].  If you 411

just pause it there, we're going to see in the bottom 

right-hand corner that you have just captured and you 

have accelerated some of that further footage within 

that 35-minute period? 

A. I have, yes. 
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Q. But, also, we can see that shrunk to a thumbnail 412

because there is a map in the background and a road 

marked "Ravella Road"? 

A. Yes. 

Q. I think you have selected this as a potential route by 413

which a vehicle might go around that camera and not 

have to pass through it, having crossed the Border? 

A. Yes, that's correct. 

Q. Again, you're not suggesting that you've seen any 414

evidence that suggests that was the route taken by 

either the scout car or the bomb car? 

A. No. 

Q. But, for illustrative purposes, you're just showing 415

what that might look like if they chose to go that way? 

A. Yes.

Q. If you play on, please.  [Presentation played].  Thank 416

you very much, indeed.  Finally on that sequence, 

you're not suggesting that's the only way round in the 

general area of Aughnacloy that a person could go to 

avoid that camera, just one perhaps obvious way? 

A. More to highlight that there are other options 

available rather than just driving through the camera. 

Q. So, does it come to this that about 25% of the window 417

which has been focused on is not captured? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And so there exists a possibility for either vehicle to 418

have passed through there when the camera was paused on 

other vehicles? 

A. Yes.
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Q. Or it may be the case that either or both vehicles 419

simply went round where the camera was? 

A. Yes, that's correct. 

Q. So, we've looked at the 13:13 call, let us move forward 420

in our presentation.  

A. We've looked at 13:29 call as well. 

Q. And the 13:29 which is the Aughnacloy call.  And we 421

move to another call that's taking place at that time 

using 456 Patrick 'Mooch' Blair brown phone, this? 

A. Yes.

Q. This is for illustrative purposes as to cell site that 422

that phone is being used in range of a mast in Dundalk? 

A. Correct, yes. 

Q. So, over the page, please, for those following and 423

continuing with your presentation.  We're now at 13:35.  

[Presentation played].  And here a call captured with a 

view to considering whether there is cell site 

available, Dr. Tart was asked to look at this but his 

conclusion, we can see in the bottom right-hand corner, 

there is no cell site available for this 259 handset at 

1:35? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Carry on, please.  [Presentation played].  Cell site 424

entry for the pink phone, 971, Peter Campbell, that's 

using a cell site in the Clermont Carn? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. It's row 203, we are at 1:44 here? 425

A. Yes. 

Q. [Presentation played].  Now, if we pause here, 426
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potentially significant contact given what we knows 

about to happen with that 430 handset? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So let's just break down what we can see.  We're at 427

13:48? 

A. Yes. 

Q. We can see that 430 phone, the red phone attributed 428

provisionally to Liam Campbell at this stage using 

Clermont Carn? 

A. Yes.

Q. That's near the Border? 429

A. Yes.

Q. And are we going to see in the following 30 minutes 430

that red phone will travel in a way that results in it 

using cell masts in Northern Ireland? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And, in particular, cell masts which are clustered 431

around where the warning calls were made from? 

A. Correct. 

Q. So, we know that that handset is shortly to engage in 432

that behaviour, and we will see that laid out, and is 

here receiving and potentially speaking, assuming it 

didn't go to answer phone, to the Peter Campbell 

handset for nine seconds? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. Now, if we continue, we have the next in our most 433

important sequence.  [Presentation played].  We are 

here at just before two o'clock? 

A. We are. 
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Q. Just pause it here for a moment.  Now, previously, 434

Mr. Safranauskas, you have made clear that the beacons 

that you have used to identify the general location of 

the cell masts are not intended, in any way, to suggest 

what their range might be? 

A. Correct. 

Q. But they're there to draw the eye so people can see the 435

approximate location of the mast? 

A. Yes.

Q. I think we're going to see part of your presentation 436

which is slightly different from that, is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And have you taken this from Dr. Tart's report? 437

A. I have, yes. 

Q. So, let's just play on.  He will come and speak to the 438

contents of it, you can draw attention to what you have 

chosen to include.  [Presentation played].  So, pause 

there for a moment.  So, there are two circles, one 

large one and within it a smaller one? 

A. Yes, that's correct. 

Q. The large pinker colour, does that represent a circle 439

with a radius of 35 kilometres with a central point of 

Pigeon Top? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. And is it your understanding that that is the maximum 440

range, on a line of sight basis, for any mast operating 

on the 2G network? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And we heard that from Dr. Tart last week.  Now, you 441
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have identified a dotted arrow emanating from the 

centre point? 

A. I have, yes. 

Q. Is that 70-degree indication reflecting the azimuth of 442

the cell? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And so, we heard from Dr. Tart and we'll hear from him 443

again about this, but he's told us that that will 

reflect the direction in which the cell is pointed, 

albeit that it will capture, depending on various 

factors, phone calls both to the upper side as we look 

at it here and the lower side in what are called 

sectors? 

A. Yes. 

Q. But it is very firmly pointed in the direction of the 444

centre of Omagh, isn't it? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. That, perhaps, will be unsurprising bearing in mind 445

that is major conurbation nearby? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, that's the first and larger circle.  You've also 446

indicated a blue circle within that which is centred on 

Omagh? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And what does that circle represent please? 447

A. The cell mast of the Omagh College and the 

five-kilometre radius that that one holds. 

Q. So, that is a circle which has a radius of 448

5 kilometres, as you say, from the mast, indicating the 
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potential range of that mast in every direction? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Again, we'll hear from Dr. Tart about this, but is it 449

your understanding that when a mobile telephone 

connects to the Pigeon Top, it must be somewhere within 

that pink circle --

A. Yes. 

Q. -- in order to be able to reach it.  And we can see in 450

fact that that pink area includes Aughnacloy? 

A. Yes.

Q. And so, in principle, subject to various matters of 451

terrain and so on, that is within the theoretical range 

of that Pigeon Top mast? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. By contrast, where a phone contacts Omagh College, is 452

it your understanding that it must be somewhere within 

that five-kilometre radius? 

A. Yes.

Q. As I say, we'll go back all over this with Dr. Tart, an 453

expert in this area, but you've been given that 

information, you have created this representation based 

upon that and is it your understanding that Dr. Tart 

has seen this and is happy that that reflects what he's 

trying to describe? 

A. I believe so, yes. 

Q. We'll hear from him on Thursday but let us now 454

continue, please, with that information in our minds, 

as we continue some further key calls.  
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[Presentation played].  Pause there for a moment.  This 

is the fourth call in the sequence which started in 

Castleblayney and as per the three previous calls - 

they being at 12:41, 13:13, 13:29 - this call at 13:57, 

so about half an hour after the preceding one, 

originates from the 585? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And is to the 980 orange phone? 455

A. Yes. 

Q. How long was this call please? 456

A. 28 seconds. 

Q. And we can see over to the left of the screen, the 457

Pigeon Top cell mast indicated, that's the location of 

the mast? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And we know from your previous representation that the 458

range of that directed towards Omagh, as it was, 

included a very large area of land? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And we can see you've indicated over by that mast to 459

the left, 980? 

A. Yes.

Q. Is that to indicate that for this call, the 980 has 460

connected to the Pigeon Top mast? 

A. I have, yes. 

Q. By contrast, we can see right in the centre of our 461

screen a blue beacon to indicate the location of the 

Omagh College mast, is that right? 

A. Yes, it is. 
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Q. And which phone contacted that mast please? 462

A. The Omagh College one sorry, did you say?  

Q. Yes.  463

A. Yes, 585. 

Q. So, that is the dark blue handset provisionally 464

attributed to Seamus Daly? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And in the working hypothesis, in the scout car? 465

A. Yes. 

Q. And, therefore, it must follow that that is somewhere 466

within range of that mast? 

A. It is, yes. 

Q. So, that is the fourth call in the sequence that we 467

have identified as of particular importance.  Can we 

move on to the next, which is the fifth in this 

sequence?  [Presentation played].  Just pause there.  

You have, as you have before, used circles with "SC" 

and the red Cavalier in, to indicate the potential 

approximate location of those vehicles? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And the same caveats as before apply; you're not 468

suggesting that that is where you know them to be, or 

that the cell site allows that level of precision? 

A. No. 

Q. But that is a representation based upon a movement over 469

a much larger space? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And here we can see that the calling number has changed 470

from our previous four, is that right? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. It is now the 980 that is making the call? 471

A. Yes. 

Q. And it is calling the 585 for how long please? 472

A. For a duration of 33 seconds. 

Q. Again, a substantial contact.  Help us with the cell 473

sites, are they the same in terms of the 980 using the 

same one and the 585 using the same one, or are they 

different please? 

A. They have now also changed or flipped. 

Q. And so we now have that cell with a very large area 474

that it covers, the Pigeon Top? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That's 585? 475

A. Yes. 

Q. And we look at our time here, this is 14:09, but we 476

know, don't we, Mr. Safranauskas, that just 12 minutes 

earlier, that 585 was within range of the Omagh 

College? 

A. Within 5 kilometres of it, yes. 

Q. And, similarly, whereas the 980, 12 minutes ago, was 477

somewhere within range of Pigeon Top mast, it's now 

within range of the Omagh College mast? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And so both phones, by this stage, have passed within 478

the range of that Omagh College mast? 

A. Yes. 

Q. We're going to use the phrase "in or around Omagh" to 479

reflect that? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. So, with the 980 and 585 handsets in or around Omagh at 480

this point in time, let's continue with our sequence 

just to understand who they are in contact with.  

[Presentation played].  The first one is, we're going 

to come back out to look at the 456 brown phone and 

where that's located whilst those two phones are in or 

around Omagh? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That phone has moved in terms of the cell mast that 481

it's contacting -- forgive me, I'm jumping ahead here.  

We're now just going to review the sequence, aren't we? 

A. We are, yes. 

Q. That's my fault, I've jumped ahead.  You have prepared 482

a presentation which just represents what we've just 

seen in terms of those key calls? 

A. Yes.

Q. Do you want to just talk us through it, please? 483

A. Yes.  This is designed, the first data that was made 

available was the 12:41 of the 585 blue phone 

provisionally attributed to Seamus Daly.  This 

presentation is designed to show the data of both the 

585 and the 980 phone as they travel north up in the 

direction of Omagh. 

Q. So, our first data point, 12:41 Castleblayney? 484

A. Yes, 585. 

Q. 13:13 for 585 at Emyvale? 485

A. Yes. 

Q. Both phones using a mast at Aughnacloy at 13:29? 486
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A. Yes. 

Q. Then at 13:57, 585 using Omagh College, 980 using 487

Pigeon Top? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. And, of course, we know, that the position is reversed 488

just 12 minutes later? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. [Presentation played].  So, here we have the 456 brown 489

phone still using a mast in the Dundalk area? 

A. Yes. 

Q. It's the Patrick 'Mooch' Blair provisional attribution? 490

A. Yes. 

Q. [Presentation played].  And now we come just a minute 491

or so after 585 has been called, let's just pause for a 

moment because the links here may be important.  We saw 

at row 206 that at 14:09:06 there was 33-second contact 

between the orange Seamus McKenna phone and the dark 

blue 585 Seamus Daly phone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, that call would have ended shortly after the clock 492

turned to 14:10? 

A. Yes. 

Q. We can see at 14:10:56 the entry on the screen in our 493

row 208, that having received that call from the bomb 

car, as per the provisional attributions and working 

hypothesis, Seamus Daly then calls the 430 

Liam Campbell phone? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. We discussed this in the context of Peter Campbell and 494
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that contact which took place a few minutes before, is 

this the start of the sequence, Mr. Safranauskas, where 

we see that the masts that are being used by 430 cease 

to be in the Republic of Ireland and are then in 

Northern Ireland, just over the Border? 

A. Correct. 

Q. So, a call from 585, which is in or around Omagh, which 495

appears to have just spoken to the bomb car, down to 

430 just by the Border? 

A. Yes. 

Q. We'll pick up Liam Campbell as we go and in particular 496

look at the overall effect in Part 5 of the movement of 

that phone.  But let's continue please.  [Presentation 

played].  We've looked at 585, that having been in 

touch with the 430 red phone, we're now looking at what 

the orange handset provisionally attributed to 

Seamus McKenna, in the bomb car, in or around Omagh? 

A. Yes.

Q. It's 14:14, and in fact although we're using the phrase 497

"in or around Omagh" because we know from the use of 

the Omagh College that that is right for an earlier 

call, here that phone has connected to the Pigeon Top? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. Which on its own would not exclude a very large area? 498

A. No. 

Q. But are we also going to see that in four minutes, 499

which will be our next entry, that that car is on the 

Campsie Road? 

A. Yes, we are. 
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Q. And so, an example of where the use of the Pigeon Top 500

on its own can't tell us exactly where that phone is, 

but we get much closer to knowing where it is bearing 

in mind that we know the precise location in four 

minutes' time? 

A. We do, yes.

Q. And so there is no question that that phone is in the 501

Omagh area at this time, based on the CCTV to come, do 

you agree? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And as it is approaching where it will ultimately be 502

parked up, approximately 10 minutes after this moment 

in time, which phone does it call? 

A. The 259 phone. 

Q. And for how long was there contact between the two? 503

A. A duration of 44 seconds. 

Q. And who is 259 provisionally attributed to? 504

A. Derek 'Shanty' Brady. 

Q. So, we will play on before we hear Ms. Briggs help us 505

with some eyewitness evidence.  

A. Okay. 

Q. So we're just going to do row 210 now, please, which 506

we've already foreshadowed between the two of us.  

A. Yes.

Q. [Presentation played].  Here you've zoomed in.  Now, 507

let's just be clear about this Mr. Safranauskas, you've 

used a modern map, haven't you, for this? 

A. I have, yes. 

Q. So, you're not seeking to suggest that everything that 508
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we see here is precisely as it was in 1998? 

A. Correct. 

Q. But you are able, because the road network is the same 509

for our purposes, to indicate where these two cameras 

are? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, the first camera is marked there with the camera 510

signal? 

A. Yes. 

Q. [Presentation played].  Just pause there.  That is a 511

filling station or petrol station? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And where should we be directing our attention please, 512

when we're going to look at this footage? 

A. So, we should be looking at the road, so Campsie Road 

just there. 

Q. And are we going to see that in the Omagh bombing 513

investigation by the RUC and PSNI, a circle is placed 

around the vehicle that we should be concentrating? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, until people see that circle we're just seeing a 514

flow of traffic.  Let's just play on.  [Presentation 

played].  Pause there.  That is in the lane furthest 

from the camera? 

A. Yes.

Q. It is driving from left to right as we view this --515

A. Yes. 

Q. -- which is in the direction of Omagh Town Centre? 516

A. Yes. 
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Q. And it is indicated by that red circle which will then 517

follow the vehicle until it leaves the shot? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Then your animation continues.  [Presentation played].  518

You've identified the location of the next camera, this 

will now be an oncoming camera, is that right? 

A. It is, yes. 

Q. So, rather than driving away from the camera, it is now 519

driving towards it?

A. To the front of it, yes. 

Q. And do we also see a red circle? 520

A. Yes.  I've paused it, but just there. 

Q. Do we know the time is approximately 14:18? 521

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, you haven't conducted your own analysis of that 522

video footage, you have? 

A. No. 

Q. But is it your understanding - and we will hear more 523

about this from DCI Billingsley - that the 

investigation commissioned an expert to review this 

footage and it is they (the experts) who have 

identified those vehicles after painstaking research 

and review? 

A. Correct. 

Q. So, we'll hear more about that now, but that is what 524

the investigation has concluded? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Mr. Safranauskas, I am now going to hand you over to 525

Ms. Briggs who are going to help us with our rows 211 
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through to 214? 

A. Okay.  

MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS QUESTIONED BY MS. BRIGGS AS 

FOLLOWS: 

Q. MS. BRIGGS:  Good after, Mr. Safranauskas.  526

A. Afternoon. 

Q. If I could ask you just to press play on the 527

presentation now, we will move into the centre of 

Omagh.  [Presentation played].  And just pause in a 

moment.  Pause now please.  What we can see on the 

screen then is a junction, isn't that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. It's a junction with four streets coming off it and we 528

can see, if we start from the left-hand side we can see 

Market Street, isn't that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And if one continues up that road, one would reach the 529

courthouse, isn't that right? 

A. Up there, yes. 

Q. And continuing then around, in a clockwise direction we 530

can see Drumragh Avenue? 

A. Yes.

Q. And then following on round we can see Campsie Road?531

A. Yes.

Q. And that would take one in the direction of an area 532

called Campsie in Omagh, isn't that right? 

A. That's right, yes. 
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Q. And then, finally, Dublin Road? 533

A. Yes. 

Q. And in relation to Campsie Road, it's marked on your 534

presentation as Campsie Road, is it in fact correct to 

say that that is a continuation of Market Street and 

there are some premises that we will look at shortly on 

that road and they're called 64 Market Street and 

they're on that portion of road, isn't that right? 

A. Yes, that's right.  If you continue up slightly it 

becomes Campsie Road at the junction of Campsie Drive, 

which is the first junction. 

Q. Thank you.  And some people would refer to that piece 535

of road as Campsie Road but others might say Market 

Street? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. Thank you very much.  What I'm now going to examine 536

with you, Mr. Safranauskas, are five eyewitness 

accounts that were given by persons in the belief that 

they saw the bomb car.  Four of those five eyewitnesses 

are and were designated by DCI Billingsley as key 

eyewitnesss to the Omagh bomb investigation, isn't that 

right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. If we just play the presentation then.  [Presentation 537

played].  If you pause it there.  The first two 

eyewitnesses are George and Stephen Martin, they are 

father and son, isn't that right? 

A. They are, yes. 

Q. And on 15th August 1998 at about 2:20 p.m. they said 538
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that they were leaving their family shop and they were 

going to Corrick which is between Newtownstewart and 

Plumbridge, isn't that right? 

A. Yes.

Q. And their family shop, it was called C&A Anderson, a 539

hardware shop? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that premises is marked on the screen now, that was 540

at 64 Market Street? 

A. Yes, it was. 

Q. And that was the point that we touched on earlier in 541

relation to that particular road, isn't that right? 

A. Yes, it is. 

Q. And George and Stephen Martin, they said that they got 542

into George Martin's blue Vauxhall Cavalier, isn't that 

right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And if we just play a little bit more up to the 543

junction and pause there.  [Presentation played].  If 

we start then with George Martin's statement, he gave a 

statement to police on 18th August 1998, isn't that 

right? 

A. Yes, it is. 

Q. And he said that he was driving the car and his son was 544

in the passenger seat? 

A. Yes.

Q. And he described that they drove out of the yard of 545

their premises on to the road? 

A. Yes.
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Q. Mr. George Martin said that as he was driving up a 546

small incline out of the yard of his premises he saw 

what he described as a maroon-coloured saloon car drive 

slowly along Market Street? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he said it was directly in front of him? 547

A. Yes. 

Q. And that's the passage we've just seen played, isn't 548

that right? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. And he said that the vehicle, the Vauxhall Cavalier 549

that was maroon, was heading in the direction of the 

traffic lights adjacent to the El Paso bar, isn't that 

right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And those premises, they're at 62 Market Street, so 550

they're next to the C&A Anderson shop, isn't that 

right? 

A. Yes.

Q. And he said that he saw the driver of the maroon 551

Cavalier glance around in his direction and look at 

him? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he gave a description of that driver, can you tell 552

the Inquiry what that description was? 

A. Yes.  So, he said it was a male aged between 20 to 24 

years old with dirty fair hair and cut, in his words, 

as shortish. 

Q. And he went on to describe that individual's face and 553
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some facial features; what did he say about that? 

A. He said that the individual had a roundish-type face, 

he did not have glasses, nor a moustache, a beard or 

earrings.  He went on to say that he was clean shaven.  

He had normal-type ears, meaning he didn't believe they 

were sticking out.  In respect of his hair, he said 

that there was no parting in it and he could see his 

forehead and that his hair was not combed down as a 

fringe.

Q. He then went on to say, didn't he, that the male person 554

you've just described looked straight ahead again --

A. Yes.

Q. -- and the car continued on still travelling slowly? 555

A. Yes.

Q. Mr. Martin said he believed there was another person in 556

the car? 

A. Yes.

Q. Seated in the front, isn't that right? 557

A. It is, yes.

Q. But he said he could not give a description of that 558

person, isn't that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. But he was able to give his impression of that person's 559

stature, isn't that right? 

A. Yes.

Q. And what did he say about that? 560

A. So, he said that his impression of that person was that 

they were smaller but not a child. 

Q. And he wasn't able to comment on what those two people 561
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were wearing, isn't that correct? 

A. Correct, yes. 

Q. And he said that he believed the driver's window was 562

wound down? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he went on to say, didn't he, that as he approached 563

the entrance leading from his yard, he looked right and 

he saw that there were no pedestrians on the footpath 

or road heading in his direction, isn't that right? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And he said that he could see that the traffic lights 564

were green? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he said that on looking left he could see a car 565

which he couldn't describe which was approaching 

Campsie Bridge heading from the direction of Campsie? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he said that he drove out on to Market Street and 566

quickly turned right in the same direction as the 

maroon-coloured car? 

A. Yes.

Q. And that's the sequence we've just seen? 567

A. It is, yes. 

Q. And he said he straightened his car up in the lane in 568

which one can go right across to the Drumragh Bridge or 

straight ahead up Market Street? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he said he had to slow up very sharply as the 569

maroon-coloured car, he said, "at this stage was 
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situated adjacent to the front of our shop."  He then 

commented on the vehicle speed, didn't he? 

A. Yes. 

Q. He said it was travelling slowly? 570

A. Yes. 

Q. And he could see that the lights were still green? 571

A. Yes. 

Q. He commented that the vehicle, the maroon-coloured 572

Cavalier was causing him some frustration? 

A. Yes.

Q. What did he say about that? 573

A. He said he wanted to get through the lights and 

continue on with his journey. 

Q. And he said that he thought because the vehicle was 574

slowly moving he wasn't going to make it through the 

lights, isn't that right? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. But in fact the vehicle did, it did continue on through 575

the green light? 

A. It did, yes.

Q. But it was moving slowly with himself travelling quite 576

close behind? 

A. Yes. 

Q. He also remarked on other cars that he said were 577

sitting at the junction of Dublin Road or Market Street 

on the Kozy Corner bar side of the junction, isn't that 

right? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. And he said that the maroon-coloured Cavalier continued 578
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across the junction heading in the direction of Market 

Street, isn't that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And it crossed the junction and he was then able to 579

drive onto the Drumragh Road himself heading towards 

the bridge? 

A. Yes, that's correct. 

Q. And he said that that was the last time he saw the 580

vehicle? 

A. Yes. 

Q. If you could just play that portion then, which is the 581

next sequence.  [Presentation played].  If we pause 

there.  So, that showed the Martins' vehicle making a 

right turn and it showed the maroon vehicle heading up 

Market Street? 

A. Yes.

Q. If we go then to Stephen Martin's account, he also gave 582

a statement on 18th August 1998, isn't that right? 

A. Yes, it is. 

Q. And he said he and his father were going to ride 583

motorbikes that afternoon?  

A. Yes.

Q. And he said he checked the wall clock in the fishing 584

department of the shop he saw the time to be 2:16 or 

2:17 he said? 

A. Yes.

Q. And he commented, didn't he, that the clock was 585

accurate as the shop's clocks were synchronised every 

week, sometimes twice a week, in order that the staff 
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would not be leaving for lunch or for the day at 

different times? 

A. Yes.

Q. And he, like his father, said that they left the shop 586

via the rear door at 2:20 p.m.? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And they got into his father's blue Cavalier? 587

A. Correct. 

Q. And he went on to describe another vehicle that was 588

blocking the car in the car park area of the premises, 

isn't that right? 

A. Yes.

Q. And he described an interaction with a female driver of 589

that vehicle, isn't that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he went on to say what he saw from the passenger 590

seat of his father's car? 

A. Yes. 

Q. He said that their vehicle had to wait to get out of 591

the premises? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he described the traffic as being busy with all of 592

the lanes full of traffic? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he said the traffic lights changed and he put the 593

windows of the car down as it was warm and sunny? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he said that when his father saw a space, he drove 594

the car out on to the road, making a right turn and 
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getting into the right-hand lane, isn't that right? 

A. Yes.

Q. Like his father, he said their vehicle made the way to 595

the traffic lights.  And he said that the traffic in 

the lane had become stationary because of the traffic? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he then described what he saw when his father's 596

vehicle stopped, he described a dark maroon-coloured 

Cavalier in front of them? 

A. He did. 

Q. And he said that no one was in the rear of the vehicle 597

and the registration was northern? 

A. He did. 

Q. How did he describe the Cavalier? 598

A. He described it as a basic-looking Cavalier with no 

frills. 

Q. And he said that he saw two men sitting in the front of 599

the car, isn't that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And how did he describe them? 600

A. He described them as not being big men as they didn't 

take a lot of room up in the car.  He didn't see their 

faces. 

Q. And he commented on the positioning of the maroon 601

Cavalier as being strange; what did he say about that? 

A. He said that he deemed it strange because the Cavalier 

was out of line of the lane of traffic in front of it 

as it was going up Market Street.  It was positioned 

facing up Market Street with half of its body 
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protruding out of the left side of the line of traffic 

as it made its way up Market Street. 

Q. He went on to say, didn't he, that the traffic lights 602

were still green at the time and as soon as his father 

had edged up far enough that their vehicle turned right 

on to the Drumragh Avenue? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And they made their way out of turn? 603

A. Yes. 

Q. And he was able to comment on the view from his car, 604

from his father's car, isn't that right, he said that 

the view was clear? 

A. Yes. 

Q. He said that there were objects hindering vision? 605

A. Yes. 

Q. And he said that the windscreen was very clean as 606

normal? 

A. Yes. 

Q. He also said that when he observed the Cavalier it was, 607

and this is to use his words, "bumper to bumper" with 

his father's car? 

A. Correct.

Q. And he said that he saw it for about 30 continuous 608

seconds, isn't that right? 

A. Yes.

Q. And he also said he had his contact lenses in and could 609

see clearly.  

A. Correct. 

Q. Okay, we'll move on then and play the next portion of 610
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the presentation.  [Presentation played].  If we just 

pause there.  We've now moved to a view over Market 

Street in Omagh centrally with the courthouse at the 

top towards the left-hand side of Market Street? 

A. Yes.  So, the courthouse is just here as indicated by 

my cursor.  

Q. And we can see a number of other streets, some of which 611

move behind the courthouse --

A. Yes. 

Q. -- which will become important in a moment? 612

A. They will. 

Q. If we play the presentation please.  [Presentation 613

played].  If we just pause there.  This is the next, 

the third eyewitness reported sighting of the bomb 

vehicle and that was by a Mr. Robert Bridge, isn't that 

correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he gave a statement to police on 7th September 614

1998, isn't that right? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Now, the Martins who we looked at a moment ago, they 615

and other eyewitnesses who we will shortly address, 

they were designated as key witnesses by 

DCI Billingsley, isn't that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. But, Mr. Bridge, he was not? 616

A. No. 

Q. Sir, the Inquiry is likely to hear more about 617

Mr. Bridge from DCI Billingsley in due course, he is 
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scheduled to give evidence next week, Sir, on 7th 

October.  

For present purposes, Mr. Safranauskas, Mr. Bridge's 

account was that on the day of the bombing he left his 

home in Enniskillen with his wife at about 1:45 p.m., 

isn't that right? 

A. It is, yes.  

Q. And that's about a 27-mile journey, isn't that correct? 618

A. Yes. 

Q. And today, at least, one would expect that journey to 619

take about 40 minutes? 

A. Yes. 

Q. He said that he and his wife were going to go shopping 620

that day? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he said that they were in their Toyota Carina car 621

and they came into Omagh via the Dromore Road, isn't 

that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he said that they first saw a red Vauxhall Cavalier 622

when they passed a chapel? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And it's understood, isn't it, that that chapel is and 623

was a chapel located on Church Street? 

A. Yes.

Q. And it's called Sacred Heart Church? 624

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. So, if we just play the presentation now.  625
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[Presentation played].  If you pause there.  So what we 

have just seen is the red Vauxhall Cavalier move up 

Market Street, isn't that right? 

A. Yes.

Q. An icon was faded, isn't that correct? 626

A. Yes. 

Q. Is that to demonstrate one possible route of the 627

Cavalier was based on the account given by Mr. Bridge? 

A. That was to articulate if Robert Bridge was correct 

which way it would have travelled.  So, Mr. Bridge 

initially picks up, or gets sight of the Vauxhall 

Cavalier here (indicating), to get here (indicating) 

plainly it would have had to have driven up Market 

Street when considering the other key witness 

sightings. 

Q. Including, for example, the Martins who we've just 628

heard? 

A. Exactly that, yes. 

Q. So, if the Martins and others are to be relied upon, 629

and indeed the CCTV evidence is to be relied upon, in 

order to make sense of Mr. Bridge's account, this is 

the possible route that the Cavalier would have taken 

before meeting the vehicle of Mr. Bridge? 

A. Yes, but the fading signifies that that's not actually 

within the confines of Mr. Bridge's information at that 

point. 

Q. Okay.  So, Mr. Bridge's account was that as his vehicle 630

was going past the chapel there was a red Vauxhall 

Cavalier in front of his vehicle, and we'll see that in 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

12:39

12:39

12:39

12:39

12:39

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

86

a moment.  And there's the chapel marked Sacred Heart 

Church? 

A. Yes. 

Q. If we just play on for a short time.  [Presentation 631

played].  Okay, if we stop there.  So, he said that he 

first saw the red Vauxhall Cavalier as he went past the 

chapel? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he said there were two men in the Vauxhall 632

Cavalier, isn't that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he said that the car turned right from Church 633

Street down into what he called Main Street? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he said that his vehicle followed it? 634

A. Yes.

Q. Now, that right turn, in fact, it's call George's 635

Street, isn't that right? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. And we've just seen that right turn played on the 636

screen, isn't that correct? 

A. Yes.

Q. And he said that it was obvious that the Vauxhall 637

Cavalier was looking for a car parking space? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he said that the vehicle made an attempt to park 638

opposite the courthouse but there was not enough room 

to get in? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. And he said that the car then drove on down slowly to 639

the traffic lights in the middle of the town? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he said that his vehicle was still following the 640

Cavalier? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And then he said, which we're about to see, that the 641

Cavalier turned left towards the bus depot? 

A. Yes.

Q. And on to the next set of traffic lights, if we just 642

play that now.  [Presentation played].  And he said 

then that the Cavalier turned right at those lights and 

his car followed them? 

A. Yes. 

Q. If we just stop there.  So, what we've just seen then 643

is the two vehicles making a journey from the Sacred 

Heart Church? 

A. Yes.

Q. Down George's Street? 644

A. Yes.

Q. On to Market Street? 645

A. Correct. 

Q. Before turning left on to Bridge Street? 646

A. Yes.

Q. Over Bell's Bridge, isn't that right? 647

A. Yes, that's right.

Q. And then turning right on to Drumragh Avenue? 648

A. Yes. 

Q. Mr. Bridge then said, which we're about to see, that as 649
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the two vehicles were going over the bridge at Drumragh 

Avenue, that the Vauxhall Cavalier put on its 

right-hand indicator, isn't that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he said that his vehicle moved into the left-hand 650

lane --

A. Yes.

Q. -- to go out what he called the Cookstown Road? 651

A. Yes.

Q. And that is understood to be the Campsie Road, isn't 652

that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he said when the vehicles got to the lights they 653

were red? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And he said that the Cavalier turned right up the town? 654

A. Yes. 

Q. And he said that his own vehicle went out to Cookstown 655

as he and his wife had decided do their shopping there? 

A. Yes.

Q. We'll just play that sequence now then.  [Presentation 656

played].  Okay.  So, we saw the two vehicles then take 

their different directions? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Cookstown, it's a 40-minute drive, again, roughly from 657

Omagh, isn't it? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And it's in a more easterly direction? 658

A. Yes. 
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Q. And, finally, Mr. Bridge had said, didn't he, that he 659

did not remember the registration number of the 

Cavalier? 

A. Correct. 

Q. But he did give a description of the driver, isn't that 660

right? 

A. Yes, he did. 

Q. And what was that description? 661

A. "Late thirties, or early forties.  Dark bushy hair 

going grey at the sides and a stocky build."  

He then described the passenger as "a younger man, slim 

build with a longish face.  He was wearing what 

appeared to be a light green body warmer." 

Q. Okay.  Just to tie that together then.  If the Martins 662

and other eyewitnesses are correct, there are two 

possibilities, on the evidence, isn't that right? 

A. Yes.

Q. The first is that the Vauxhall Cavalier drove up Market 663

Street and around the courthouse, as Mr. Bridge says? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Or the car parked on Market Street once it arrived 664

there initially? 

A. Yes. 

Q. If we move on then and just play some more of the 665

presentation.  [Presentation played].  Okay.  If we 

stop there.  This is the fourth of five eyewitness 

accounts and this is the account of Diane Keyes and she 

gave her statement on 10th September 1998? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. And that was her first statement.  And her sighting was 666

at about 2:20 p.m.? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And she said that she drove into Omagh Town to do some 667

shopping with her young daughter? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And she said, didn't she, that she parked in the Town 668

Centre at 1:20 p.m.? 

A. That's right. 

Q. And she went to a number of shops in the town? 669

A. Yes.

Q. And she said that she was pushing her young daughter in 670

a pushchair, isn't that right? 

A. Yes.

Q. She described, didn't she, a number of shops that she 671

went to? 

A. Yes.

Q. She said that she went to the Wattersons shop, then to 672

Harry Corry's, which she said she left at 2:00 p.m. 

which was the time on her receipt, isn't that right.  

A. Correct. 

Q. And then said that she went to Mr. G's and Pine 673

Emporium, isn't that right?

A. It is, yes.

Q. And Pine Emporium and Mr. G's, they're both situated on 674

Market Street, isn't that right?" 

A. Correct. 

Q. Pine Emporium, it's at 52 Market Street, isn't that 675
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right? 

A. Yes.

Q. And Mr. G's at 33 Market Street? 676

A. Yes. 

Q. And she said that she was at Pine Emporium only 677

briefly, isn't that right? 

A. Correct. 

Q. She then went to Nicholl & Shiels, didn't she, which 678

was situated towards the lower end of Market Street? 

A. Yes.

Q. And we can see that marked on the screen now, can't we? 679

A. Yes. 

Q. And she said that after five to 10 minutes in Nicholl & 680

Shiels that she went up to Kells shop which is 

understood to be SD Kells, isn't that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And if we just play then the presentation we'll see 681

that marked.  [Presentation played].  Thank you very 

much.  And she said that she looked at a pair of 

sandals in the window there? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And she said she was aware of a lot of people in the 682

shop and a lot of people outside? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And she said there was heavy traffic? 683

A. Yes. 

Q. So, she said she decided to cross the road to McIlroy's 684

Shoe Shop? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. And that was right at 46-48 Market Street, isn't that 685

correct? 

A. Yes.

Q. She described that she pushed the pushchair onto the 686

roadway and she was between two parked cars and she 

said that the space she was in herself was big enough 

for a car to park in? 

A. Yes. 

Q. She said she could not remember the makes or colours of 687

the cars that were parked? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And she said that she was looking to her right when she 688

saw a red Vauxhall Cavalier travelling very slowly? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And she said that when she first saw it, it was in the 689

area of the pedestrian crossing outside Nicholl & 

Shiels? 

A. Yes.

Q. And she said, didn't she, that the sun was shining 690

brightly? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And she commented on the direction she believed the 691

Cavalier had come from? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What did she say about that?692

A. So, she said that if it had come from Dublin Road, 

marked here, or Drumragh Avenue here, she would have 

expected it to have been in a different position from 

where she first seen it.  So, she believed that it had 
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come from Campsie. 

Q. And she said that the Cavalier had its left-hand 693

indicator on, didn't she? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And she noticed the driver gesture? 694

A. Yes.

Q. What did she see? 695

A. Sorry, can you repeat that?  

Q. She saw the driver make a gesture? 696

A. Yes.

Q. And it was a gesture with the right hand? 697

A. Yes.

Q. And she said that she saw him flick and back and 698

forwards several times? 

A. Yes, it was to let her cross the road. 

Q. And she did then proceed to cross the road? 699

A. She did, yes. 

Q. And she said in her statement that she didn't make eye 700

contact with the driver when he made the gesture? 

A. Yes. 

Q. But she could see that there were two men in the car, 701

isn't that right? 

A. Yes.

Q. And she commented that the front seat passenger seemed 702

to be crouched back in the seat? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And she said she remembered thinking it was decent of 703

the driver to let her cross the road and she said she 

put her hand up to acknowledge that? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. And then she said she went into McIlroy's Shoe Shop 704

where she spent a brief minute? 

A. Yes.

Q. And she said she left the shop and remembered looking 705

at her watch and she thought the time was at about 

2:25 p.m.? 

A. Yes.

Q. And she said she knew that she was running late as she 706

only had an hour in the car parking space? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And she said she went in a hurry to another shop, a 707

little shop beside SuperValu which she thought was 

called Kelly's and then she went on to her car? 

A. Yes.

Q. And she estimated that was at 2:25 p.m.? 708

A. At 2:35, yes. 

Q. I beg your pardon, 2:35.  She went on to give a more 709

detailed description of the two men she saw in the 

Cavalier, isn't that right? 

A. Yes.

Q. And what did she say about that? 710

A. She said that the driver looked to be of a bigger build 

than the passenger, and the passenger was crouched down 

in his seat.  She could see the top of the seat over 

his shoulders.  She said he was wearing dark coloured 

clothing and had dark hair.  She only glanced at them 

briefly but the passenger didn't look like a teenager 

nor did he look very old.  If she had to say his age, 
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she would put him around late 20s.  She said is his 

hair didn't look like it was long and he didn't have a 

skinhead hair cut.  Other than that, she wasn't able to 

say any further.  

She didn't get a good look at the driver in front.  She 

thinks that he may have had the sun visor down but she 

wasn't sure.  She said that the sun was reflecting on 

the window of the car but she did state that the driver 

appeared to be of a bigger build than the passenger.  

She couldn't describe him any more than that.  The two 

people in the carry reminded her of a father and son 

but that was only down to the builds of the two people.

Q. And she made another statement a day later on 11th 711

September 1998 and she gave some more details in that 

statement, isn't that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And she said that when she first saw the Cavalier at 712

Market Street it had its indicator on? 

A. Yes.

Q. And it was roughly in the area between the Kozy Corner 713

pub and Nicholl & Shiels? 

A. Yes.

Q. And those are the bottom two premises at Market Street 714

towards the corner of the junction? 

A. They are, yes.

Q. And she said the Cavalier was about three car lengths 715

away from her at the time? 

A. Yes.
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Q. She also added, didn't she, that when she waved at the 716

driver she didn't look towards him? 

A. Yes.

Q. And she said that she was aware of the vehicle 717

travelling very slowly in her direction? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And she didn't see this car stop or make any manoeuvres 718

to park in the space that she had come from? 

A. No. 

Q. And she didn't see the red Cavalier again after that? 719

A. Correct. 

Q. If we move on to the final eyewitness as part of this 720

presentation.  Press play.  [Presentation played].  So, 

what we're seeing now is the account of Diane Keyes? 

A. Yes.

Q. And we're moving on now to Ruth Buchanan? 721

A. Yes. 

Q. [Presentation played].  If we pause there.  722

Ms. Buchanan gave a statement dated 17th August 1998, 

isn't that right? 

A. Yes.

Q. And she said that she had driven her car which was a 723

Vauxhall Corsa into Omagh to do some shopping? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And she said she arrived in Omagh at 1:30 p.m. 724

approximately? 

A. Yes.

Q. And she said that she parked her car outside Kells 725

shop? 
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A. Yes.

Q. Which is understood to be SD Kells, which we saw 726

earlier on the presentation? 

A. Yes.

Q. And she was with her mum and her mum got out of the car 727

to do some shopping and she stayed in her car the 

entire time? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And she said at 2:00 p.m., approximately, she saw a 728

maroon-coloured car which she thought was a Cavalier? 

A. Yes.

Q. And she said that that car pulled in and parked in 729

front of her? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And what we can see then is the time of two o'clock 730

approximately on the screen and Ms. Buchanan's account 

was that it was about 2:00 p.m., approximately? 

A. Yes.

Q. That can't be correct, can it, on the basis of other 731

evidence, primarily the CCTV footage on the Campsie 

Road? 

A. No, not from what we've seen from the CCTV. 

Q. But as part of your presentation and your work, you 732

have taken the timings of witnesses at face value? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And in all of your own experience as an investigator, 733

would you agree that witnesses can make mistakes about 

time? 

A. I agree, yes.  
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Q. And, indeed, it's ordinary human behaviour, isn't it, 734

for any individual to not necessarily be aware of the 

time at any given moment? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And an event like seeing a car, as Ms. Buchanan did, 735

might not have caused her to check her watch, for 

example? 

A. No. 

Q. But that isn't to say that she and others can't be 736

reliable in relation to their memories of other matters 

such as what they saw? 

A. No, yeah. 

Q. So, Ms. Buchanan said that the doors of the Cavalier 737

opened immediately and both the passenger and the 

driver got out? 

A. Yes. 

Q. They were both male? 738

A. Yes.

Q. She said she wasn't sure whether they locked the car 739

but they walked in the direction of the Dublin Road? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And she said she couldn't give much of a description of 740

them, isn't that right? 

A. Yes.

Q. But she was able to give some details? 741

A. Yes. 

Q. What were they? 742

A. So, she said that one of these people were around six 

feet tall and wearing dark clothes.  She said that he 
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was of thin build.  She then said that the other person 

was smaller but heavier built.  She went on to say that 

both of these people had short, tidy hairstyles and to 

her mind gave the appearance of being soldiers.  She 

wasn't able to give further descriptions of these. 

Q. Thank you very much.  She said, then, that she left 743

where she was parked at about 2:10 in her mind? 

A. Yes.

Q. And she said that the two persons she saw would have 744

been in their mid 20s? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And in another statement she gave on 21st August 1998, 745

she gave more detail about the shops that her mother 

went to? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And she said that the front of her car was parked level 746

with the front doors of Kells ladies clothes shop? 

A. Yes.

Q. She said when the Vauxhall Cavalier parked it parked 747

first time and did not have to reverse? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And she estimated the distance between her car and the 748

maroon Cavalier? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And what was that? 749

A. About half a car length. 

Q. And she commented on the passenger's door, she thought 750

it didn't open fully? 

A. Yes, that's right. 
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Q. She said there was a pole, a traffic pole, possibly a 751

lamppost? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And she said that the passenger got out of the car 752

quickly? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Turning to his left and walking to the rear of the 753

Cavalier? 

A. Yes.

Q. She said that she didn't see the driver getting out but 754

he walked quickly across the front of her own car and 

joined his passenger on the pavement? 

A. Yes.

Q. And she thought at the time that they must have been in 755

a hurry? 

A. Yes.

Q. And she said that she noticed that both of the men, the 756

driver and the passenger, she described them as being 

very neat in appearance and said that they looked like 

soldiers? 

A. Yes.

Q. She said she looked at the passenger and then the 757

driver and looked again at the passenger, isn't that 

right? 

A. Yes.

Q. And she noted that the passenger was the more handsome 758

of the two men? 

A. Yes.

Q. And she said that she had observed the men for 759
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approximately three to four continuous seconds? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And she said there were no physical obstructions 760

obscuring her view and she said that they were 

approximately six to eight feet away from her as they 

stood at the front of her car on the footpath? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And she said she was wearing her glasses at the time? 761

A. Yes.

Q. If we just pause there and play what Ms. Buchanan saw.  762

[Presentation played].  We can see them two individuals 

walking in the direction of Dublin Road --

A. Yes.

Q. -- between the two vehicles parked.  She commented, 763

didn't she, that as the men stood on the footpath, the 

passenger caught eye contact with her and grinned with 

her? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And she described his demeanour, she said he was calm 764

and relaxed? 

A. Correct. 

Q. She said the driver was standing staring down 765

Market Street towards Campsie Road? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And she said that he appeared to have a serious 766

expression on his face? 

A. She did. 

Q. She described the walking pace of both men down 767

Market Street was a normal pace? 
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A. Yes.

Q. And she said she didn't see them again after they 768

walked past her car? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And in the second statement she gave even more detailed 769

descriptions of the men that she saw, isn't that right? 

A. Correct. 

Q. She said that she would describe passenger as man in 770

his mid 20s? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Approximately six foot tall and of slim build?771

A. Yes.

Q. She said that he had dark coloured hair which was 772

neatly cut? 

A. Yes.

Q. She said it was short in length? 773

A. Yes. 

Q. She described him as having a long face and a clear 774

complexion? 

A. Yes. 

Q. She said that he was clean shaven and he would be 775

described as a good looking man? 

A. She did. 

Q. And she said:  776

"I can recall that the top half of his clothing was 

dark in colour."  

But she wasn't sure about the rest? 
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A. Correct. 

Q. She went on to describe the driver as a man in his mid 777

20s?

A. Yes.

Q. And she said that he was of a slightly heavier build 778

than the passenger but was not fat? 

A. Yes.

Q. And she said that he was about 5'9 inches tall? 779

A. Yes.

Q. And she commented on his hair and said it was "dirty 780

fair coloured hair which was neatly cut"? 

A. Yes.

Q. And she said he was clean shaven and was more sallow 781

skinned than the passenger? 

A. Yes.

Q. And she said that he had a slightly natural tanned 782

look? 

A. Yes.

Q. And she said she was not too sure about his clothing? 783

A. That's right. 

Q. It's correct, isn't it, that Ms. Buchanan gave oral 784

evidence to the Hoey trial on 4th October 2006? 

A. Yes.

Q. And she said there that she left home at about 1:30 and 785

parked outside Kells shop at approximately 1:45.  And 

she said that she said stayed in her car continuously 

until going to Boots.  And she said that she knew that 

it was 2:30 when she went to Boots by her car clock, 

isn't that right? 
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A. Yes.

Q. And she estimated that the Cavalier came at 786

approximately two o'clock but she did say, didn't she, 

that she had not looked at her watch? 

A. Correct. 

Q. One final point before I pass on to Mr. de la Poer.  787

It's perhaps difficult to determine from Ms. Buchanan's 

statement whether or not her vehicle was parked in 

front of or behind the Vauxhall Cavalier, isn't that 

right? 

A. It is, yes.  

Q. Or indeed what direction her vehicle was facing, 788

whether it was towards the courthouse or towards the 

junction, is that fair to say? 

A. It is, yes. 

Q. But what we do know is that she said that the Vauxhall 789

Cavalier parked in front of her vehicle? 

A. Correct.

Q. And she also said that the driver of the Cavalier 790

walked across the front of her car? 

A. Yes. 

MS. BRIGGS:  Thank you very much Mr. Safranauskas.  

MR. DE LE POER:  Sir, I note the time, but we have two 

entries left to do, and I wonder if we could just 

slightly encroach on lunch so as to complete 

Mr. Safranauskas's evidence for now. 

CHAIRMAN:  Of course.  
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MR. MARK SAFRANAUSKAS WAS FURTHER QUESTIONED BY MR. DE 

LA POER AS FOLLOWS:

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  Mr. Safranauskas, we have two entries 791

left to look at.  Before we turn to those, can I say 

through you that you are aware, aren't you, that the 

material that you and Ms. Briggs have just been 

through, forms part of the Inquiry Legal Team Part 4 

summary?  

A. Yes, I do. 

Q. And that in due course that summary will be available 792

on the Inquiry website? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that it includes a number of other sightings not 793

included in your presentation, and is it your 

understand that in relation to those sightings, either 

they don't fit comfortably with the other established 

evidence?

A. Yes.

Q. Or that they don't add anything by way of any detail to 794

that which we've heard already? 

A. Correct. 

Q. But nevertheless they form part of the corpus of the 795

evidence and are available on the website? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Let's turn now, please, to conclude your Part 4 796

presentation, we have just looked at eyewitness events 

which are timed sometime after 14:18, so depending on 

whether Mr. Bridge is right or not, in a period of 
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around 14:19 through probably to around 14:23? 

A. That's right, yes.

Q. So, let us have a look at what is happening during that 797

period that the bomb car is parking.  Firstly, we are 

away from Omagh? 

A. We are. 

Q. The 456 Patrick 'Mooch' Blair brown phone calling 798

Liam Campbell red 430 phone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. We have mentioned a number of times, that that phone is 799

about to engage in telephone traffic by the location 

that the warning calls were made from? 

A. Yes. 

Q. We can see, if we look at our timeline, that that 430 800

had had a 17-second contact with the scout car at a 

time that it was in or around Omagh? 

A. Yes.

Q. And now, having had that contact with the scout car, it 801

engages in what is recorded as a 58-second call with 

the Patrick 'Mooch' Blair phone? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. As everybody remembers from what Mr. Greaney said a 802

week ago, that is the Man A call in the PONI Report of 

2001? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Sometimes described as 59-second call.  So, we can see 803

from the cell site information that the 456 brown phone 

is using a mast in the Dundalk area? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. And the 430 is using that mast by the Border? 804

A. That's right. 

Q. Then our final call in this sequence takes us back to 805

Omagh? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And we remember that it is at this time that the car is 806

either parking up or seeking to park up? 

A. Yes. 

Q. It's 4:19:10? 807

A. Yes.

Q. Both phones are using the Pigeon Top mast which has the 808

azimuth directed towards Omagh? 

A. Yes.

Q. It's substantial contact of 32 seconds? 809

A. Yes. 

Q. If we just remind ourselves of what that 980 phone had 810

been doing, we see at row 206 at 4:09, so 10 minutes 

before this, there had been a contact with the scout 

car, 585 Seamus Daly phone? 

A. Yes.

Q. We can see that five minutes after that there was a 811

44-second contact with the 259 'Shanty' Brady? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. Just before that bomb car hit the Campsie Road CCTV? 812

A. Yes. 

Q. And then five minutes after that, it is again calling 813

the 585 scout car? 

A. That's right, yes. 

Q. And so that Derek 'Shanty' Brady 259 yellow phone 814
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provisional attribution, right in the middle, almost 

exactly between those two calls between the bomb car 

and the scout car as they are engaging in the final 

stages of leading the bomb car? 

A. I agree, yes. 

MR. DE LE POER:  Sir, we have encroached into lunch by 

five minutes.  Can I just indicate this, having spoken 

to Mr. Greaney it's not anticipated that we will run 

out of time this afternoon, may I invite you to 

consider a 2:05 re-start.  And can I, finally, just 

indicate this, if everybody please could either leave 

their timelines on their desk or return them to the 

Inquiry staff, they'll be redistributed tomorrow. 

CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, Mr. de la Poer.  

THE INQUIRY ADJOURNED FOR LUNCH AND RESUMED AS FOLLOWS: 

CHAIRMAN:  Mr. Greaney. 

MR. GREANEY:  Good afternoon.  In the witness box we 

have Col. Peter MacMullen, could he be sworn please. 

CHAIRMAN:  Good afternoon, Colonel.  

COL. PETER MacMULLEN, HAVING BEEN SWORN, WAS QUESTIONED 

BY MR. GREANEY AS FOLLOWS:

  

Q. MR. GREANEY:  Tell us your full name please? 815

A. Col. Peter MacMullen. 

Q. And, Colonel, are you the Assistant Head of Operational 816

Legacy for the British Army? 
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A. Yes, I am. 

Q. And does that mean that you are the principal 817

representative of the Army in all legal and 

investigative activity relating to operational legacy? 

A. Yes.

Q. What is your background in the Army? 818

A. I'm a career infantry officer with 35 years' regular 

service and an extended contract in order to fulfil 

this post.  

Q. So, as you've said a lengthy service, 35 years in the 819

Army, and has that included service in Northern 

Ireland, Kosovo, Iraq and Sierra Leon? 

A. Correct, yes. 

Q. And I just mention that you had served in Northern 820

Ireland, should we understand that you did not have any 

involvement in relation to the Omagh bombing on 15th 

August 1998? 

A. No. 

Q. Now, you have provided a number of witness statements 821

for the Inquiry, I think eight in total.  In providing 

those witness statements have you had regard to your 

own personal research? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And have you also drawn upon the research conducted by 822

others on your direction? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And, as you know, you'll have to give evidence before 823

the Chairman on a number of occasions, in fact twice in 

this chapter, the second time coming on Wednesday of 
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this week and, again, you will need to give evidence in 

Chapter 5 which deals with the issue of security 

normalisation.

Today, we're going to ask for your help in two topics 

in particular.  Let me tell you what those are.  First 

of all, with a high level introduction to British Army 

deployment in Northern Ireland, both over time and 

specifically in 1998, so that's the first topic.  And, 

as I've said, we'll deal with that at a high level.  No 

doubt subsequently you'll give evidence in much more 

detail about that topic.  And topic two and the 

principal topic on which we seek your assistance, the 

British Army arrangements at the Aughnacloy border 

crossing in 1998 and specifically in August of 1998.  

So, that's where we're going over the course of, I 

would hope, no more than 60 minutes, certainly in 

answering my questions.  

Just to bring the formalities to a close, in your 

evidence today we are going to be considering two and 

possibly three of your eight witness statements, let me 

tell you which those are.  First of all, we will 

consider a small number of parts of your main corporate 

statement, which is dated 11th November of last year, 

and has the INQ reference, 015715.  

Secondly, we'll be dealing with your witness statement 

dated 14th August of this year which deals with the 
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Aughnacloy border crossing specifically and which also 

deals with the VENGEFUL system, a system you'll come to 

explain to us.  And it might be necessary for us to 

look, to some extent, at a short statement you provided 

dated 13th August of this year which dealt with the 

VENGEFUL system, although I think all of that, or 

almost all of that was also covered in the second of 

the statements I've just mentioned.  

A. Correct. 

Q. But we'll see where we get to.  The INQ references for 824

those other two statements are 14th August, is INQ 

042363, and 13th August is INQ 049648.  That will just 

help us track back into your evidence in due course if 

we're reading the transcript.  

Are those three statements true to the best of your 

knowledge, information and belief? 

A. Yes, they are. 

Q. And do you wish them to stand as at least part of your 825

evidence to the Inquiry? 

A. Yes, I do. 

Q. The first topic I'm going to ask you to help with, is 826

setting the context.  And, Sir, I'm now at page 2, 

paragraph 6 of your main statement, statement of 11th 

November.  And I'm simply going to adduce just a small 

amount of what you have to say in that section.  

Was it in 1969 that the British Army commenced what you 

describe as "military operations" in Northern Ireland? 
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A. Correct. 

Q. And what was the code name for that operation? 827

A. Operation Banner. 

Q. In the 39 years that followed, how many troops of the 828

British Army were deployed to Northern Ireland in 

total? 

A. Well over a quarter of a million, well over 250,000. 

Q. And does that figure describe about a quarter of a 829

million separate individuals or does it incorporate 

situations in which the same individual has been 

deployed on a number of occasions? 

A. It would be a blend of both in truth, because many 

people will have done multiple tours, but, effectively, 

it covers the broad bandwidth of numbers of people that 

are deployed. 

Q. Now, still dealing with the issue of context.  At 830

paragraph 9 of that witness statement, you say the 

following, at page 3: 

"The 1998 Belfast Good Friday Agreement created rising 

expectations of peace and demilitarisation for large 

swathes of the community.  However, opposition to the 

Peace Process grew and dissident republicans became 

bolder and increasingly active gaining more support and 

technological expertise.  Much of their activity took 

place in South Armagh and some of the 21 terrorist 

incidents set out at Part 1, reflects this."  

We're not going to be dealing with those prior 
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incidents today, but you're talking about prior attacks 

or attempted attacks by violent dissident republicans? 

A. Correct. 

Q. The paragraph that I referred to continues: 831

"The security forces were therefore placed in the 

dilemma of having to balance reducing an overt military 

profile with suppressing dissident republican activity, 

all whilst managing an acceptable level of risk to the 

soldiers on the ground."  

A. Yeah. 

Q. So, we'll get to all of that in much more detail when 832

you return in Chapter 5, but does it follow from what 

I've just read out in 1998 a number of separate but 

connected things were happening; first of all, there 

was a rising expectation of peace and demilitarisation 

within the communities of Northern Ireland? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And, indeed, that expectation also existed, do you 833

agree, within the Government of the United Kingdom? 

A. Yeah, that would be fair. 

Q. So, there was, both within the community and emanating 834

from the Government, an expectation of increasing 

security normalisation? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, that was the first thing that was happening.  The 835

second thing that was happening, contemporaneously, was 

that violent dissident republicans were becoming 

emboldened? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. They were becoming active? 836

A. Yeah. 

Q. In a significant way? 837

A. Yeah, they were filling a void. 

Q. And that they had the expertise to carry out attacks? 838

A. They were developing, yeah, I think it's fair to say 

that their expertise was continuing to develop. 

Q. And, third, the security forces had to balance the 839

drive for security normalisation against the need to 

address the threat presented by the dissidents? 

A. Yeah, that's a fair summary. 

Q. And was there a sense, can you tell us, that those two 840

objectives, so security normalisation and addressing 

the threat of the dissidents, that those two objectives 

were in tension with each other? 

A. I think it would be difficult not to admit an element 

of tension there, but I think there was also -- there 

had been periods of ceasefire and pauses where the 

military posture had to adapt previously and I think it 

probably was running on a similar term to that, perhaps 

with greater momentum this time.  But yeah, there was a 

tension there. 

Q. It's difficult to avoid the logic of the proposition 841

that seeking to reduce militarisation whilst also 

seeking to address the threat presented by people who 

were mounting an ever greater number of attacks, that 

those were difficult things to pull together in the 

same way? 
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A. Yeah, I think it was acknowledged in the senior 

leadership and the direction and the operational 

profiling that -- to reduce risk. 

Q. Still just dealing with context and to drill into the 842

issue of the rise of violent dissident republicanism 

just to a slightly different extent, I'm now at 

paragraph 11 of the statement.  What you can confirm 

from your research is that support for violent 

dissident republicanism was initially focused in 

Dundalk? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. But over time spread into the North? 843

A. Correct. 

Q. And I mentioned the fact that the dissident republicans 844

became emboldened over time and in your statement you 

provide a specific example which dates to June of 1998 

when dissident republicans conducted what you describe 

as an illegal vehicle checkpoint an IVCP.  And could 

you tell us something about that incident and its 

significance? 

A. I can't tell you the exact details of it, but the fact 

that it took place and they were prepared to operate 

with arms in Northern Ireland stopping traffic and 

making a presence felt was an indication given at that 

time that there was a freedom of movement that they 

were expressing that they felt they had. 

Q. And that incident, the illegal vehicle checkpoint, that 845

happened in Jonesborough? 

A. Correct. 
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Q. And what it came to was the dissident republicans 846

flaunting, quite openly, their opposition to the Peace 

Process? 

A. Yes, in the face of PIRA. 

Q. In the very face or under the noses of the Provisional 847

IRA? 

A. Correct. 

Q. So, this would be an example, as I suggested, of the 848

dissident republicans becoming emboldened? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And what you also tell us in your witness statement is 849

that by early August of 1998 the tempo of operations 

was such that attacks were taking place at 

approximately a rate of one each week? 

A. Correct. 

Q. So, can I invite you to accept that when the Omagh 850

bombing occurred in August of 1998, that did not emerge 

out of nowhere so far as the Army was concerned? 

A. No, that would be a fair contention, I think. 

Q. Because it was known by then that violent dissident 851

republicanism was on the rise? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. There had been many attacks by that stage.  It was 852

known that the focus of operations for the dissident 

republicans was Dundalk.  

A. [Witness nods].

Q. And you're nodding your head.  And it was known that 853

the group that was causing this threat and that needed 

to be addressed was that that was to become known as 
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the Real IRA? 

A. Yeah, there was a viable and very real terrorist threat 

throughout the summer of 1998. 

Q. You say "summer 1998," at some stage later on we'll 854

need to look closely at quite how far back it goes, 

whether it's just the summer of '98 or whether, as 

we'll be suggesting -- 

A. It followed through from '97 through.  

Q. Absolutely.855

A. It built throughout that period of time.  

Q. Well, that's a very fair way ---856

A. I think the point being that it wasn't an end and there 

wasn't a perception of an end of a terrorist threat at 

any stage by the Army. 

Q. So, that's a very helpful introduction to the context 857

of August 1998.  I'm going to move on now to the next 

topic that I want your help with, which is the 

structure of the Ministry of Defence and the Army in 

particular, in 1998.  And I'm in that same statement, 

the 86-page statement, and I'm at page 8 of that 

statement, Part A, paragraph 1-1.  

What history records is that the Labour Party, under 

Tony Blair, won a significant majority in the National 

Election on 2nd May 1997.  And were the key political 

figures thereafter, to state probably the obvious, the 

following so far as Northern Ireland was concerned; 

first of all, the Prime Minister Tony Blair?  

A. Yes. 
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Q. Secondly, the Home Secretary, Jack Straw? 858

A. Correct. 

Q. Thirdly, the Defence Secretary or Secretary of State 859

for Defence, George Robertson? 

A. Correct. 

Q. So, the ultimate political boss of the Army.  The 860

Minister of State for Armed Forces, so between 2nd May 

'97 and 27th July '98 John Reid, Dr. John Reid.  And 

between 27th July '98 and 29th July '99 Doug Henderson? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And, finally, but not least so far as political 861

importance is concerned, the Secretary of State for 

Northern Ireland and referred to as SoSNI who during 

the relevant period was Mo Mowlam? 

A. Correct. 

Q. When we get to Chapter 5, we'll see that she makes some 862

very important public statements about security 

normalisation in late '97 and into '98.  So, those are 

the key political figures in 1998.  

Next, the key military figures so far as Northern 

Ireland was concerned were who, or whom? 

A. GOC Northern Ireland at that time was Lieutenant 

General Sir Rupert Smith, he reported directly to the 

Chief of General Staff, General Sir Roger Wheeler, who, 

again, under the Chief of the Defence Staff at that 

time was General Sir Charles Guthrie.

Q. And you referred to the GOC and does that stand for the 863

General Officer Commanding? 
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A. Yeah, he was the senior military representative in 

Northern Ireland. 

Q. And he reported to the Chief of the General Staff? 864

A. Correct. 

Q. Who, in turn, reported to the Chief of the Defence 865

Staff? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Now, next, and relatedly, we need to understand the 866

extent of the British Army deployment in 1998 within 

Northern Ireland.  But as a starting point, before we 

get to numbers, I'm going to ask you to explain some 

terms that not everyone will necessarily understand.  

So, within the British Army, first of all, what is a 

division? 

A. A division is composite group of brigades, so, 

effectively it's a command structure at a general 

level, General Officer with three or more brigades 

under its command. 

Q. And you've just used the term "brigade," what is a 867

brigade? 

A. "Brigade" is a, in the context of this place of 

Northern Ireland in the Inquiry at the time would be an 

infantry brigade, a composite number of three to four 

infantry battalions.  Each one of the brigades would be 

given a geographical area of responsibility. 

Q. So, working down, so division, brigade, you've just 868

mentioned a battalion; what is a battalion? 

A. A battalion, again, another grouping under the command 

of the Lieutenant Colonel with probably four 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

14:24

14:25

14:25

14:25

14:25

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

120

operational companies, again with their own tactical 

area of responsibility.  Each company group commanded 

by a major, about 100 people under command, again 

subsequently split into platoons, each platoon of 30.  

Each one of those platoons in a Northern Ireland 

context split into what would be a multiple, half size, 

13, based mostly about helicopter lift and the ability 

to move members and independent bodies, was probably 

the prime construct for operational deployment on the 

ground.  And then within each one of those multiples 

you'd have three sections or bricks, I think the common 

parlance was "brick" at the time in the early part of 

Operation Banner it moved to sections at later stage, 

they would be up to five or six people. 

Q. Moving the other way round, this time from bottom to 869

top; you've got brick at the bottom? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Multiple? 870

A. Yeah. 

Q. A platoon? 871

A. Yeah. 

Q. Then a company? 872

A. Yeah. 

Q. Battalion? 873

A. Yeah. 

Q. Brigade, and at the top, division? 874

A. Yes.  In Northern Ireland there wasn't a division per 

se but Headquarters Northern Ireland assumed that 

responsibility.  I think a division would normally be 
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commanded by a two-star General, a Major General.  In 

Northern Ireland, given the significance of operation, 

was a three-star command post. 

Q. Now, in your corporate witness statement, the 11th 875

November witness statement you set out in a diagram the 

command structure in Northern Ireland at the relevant 

time.  And it's at page 20 of your witness statement 

and I am going to ask that that diagram be placed on 

the screen.  So this is INQ 015715, tell me if I have 

taken that too quickly.  And it's page 20.  Do you have 

that on the screen, Colonel? 

A. Yeah, I do. 

Q. This isn't readily deciphered by someone who isn't a 876

person with intimate knowledge of the Army structure so 

I'm going to ask you to talk us through this chart 

slowly please so we can understand it.  Starting at the 

top, GOC? 

A. So, that would be Rupert Smith.  Whether there was a 

CLF place in 1998 I can't necessarily confirm from 

memory, but, effectively, he would have been the 

command structure that subsequently as we talked about 

with the three brigades operating their billets from 

left to right.  Left, the 39 Brigade based out of 

Lisburn with predominantly an area of responsibility of 

around Belfast.  The 8 Brigade centred in Londonderry 

and 3 Brigade in Armagh.  Subsequently, I think it 

moved to Portadown, the brigade headquarters for that. 

Q. Just pausing for one moment, you've got at the very top 877

the General Officer Commanding, in brackets after we've 
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got three -- represents three stars which, again, is a 

term? 

A. Lieutenant General. 

Q. And they would be referred to as a three-star commonly.  878

Then CLF if there was, a two-star, so that's a two-star 

General.  And then the three brigades, in brackets 

after each one of them is a one-star; would you explain 

what that means, please?  

A. A Brigadier commanding each one of those brigades. 

Q. I interrupted you, you were about to tell us about 879

battalions.  

A. So, three or four battalions and each one of those 

brigade areas, each commanded by a Lieutenant Colonel, 

probably numbering between 6- to 700 people in each one 

of those. 

Q. Then the three companies? 880

A. So, you'd have -- so, three to four operational 

companies in each one of those battalions, some of the 

battalions would have been larger just because of the 

construct of how they moved and where they were 

operating and they may have been reinforced.  But I 

think what you have here demonstrated on the slide is 

the total number of companies that were available in 

each one of those brigades.  So, when you run down to 

it, there's 12 to 16 companies, each company would be 

commanded by a major available in each one of those 

brigade locations. 

Q. And often in documentation that you have referenced in 881

your statements, we see "COY" that would generally 
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stand for company? 

A. Company, correct. 

Q. We then get, as you explained earlier, to the platoons? 882

A. Yeah.  So, the platoons are commanded by an officer.  

This is the point by which things would be separated in 

between ten multiples where you have a sergeant, you 

have the deputy commander.  In each one of those 

platoons there would have been sergeant, he would have 

commanded half of the platoon, the officer commanding 

the other half and creating multiples.  So, those 

numbers would double in terms of the number of 

multiples that were available to operate, which is 

predominantly the metric by which things were moved 

around and operated under Operation Banner.

Q. And commanded by an officer commonly of lieutenant 883

rank? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Then the sections? 884

A. Yeah.  So, in each platoon there'll be three sections 

of eight men and that's commanded by a corporal.  And 

then beneath that, his deputy would command one of the 

two bricks within that, so half section elements of it. 

Q. And that would be a lance corporal --885

A. Correct. 

Q. -- who would command each brick.  What we are told in 886

the chart is when one puts all of that together, as of 

1998 the total strength of the security forces in 

Northern Ireland was around 10,260? 

A. Correct. 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

14:30

14:31

14:31

14:31

14:31

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

124

Q. I'm going to ask you to turn next to what in my version 887

of the statement is page 28, it's paragraph 9-1.  And 

we're going to deal specifically with military 

deployments in County Tyrone and specifically Omagh.  

And have you found that paragraph? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. What you tell us is:  888

"Whilst there were deployments along the Border in 

Tyrone and Londonderry, the key focus on border 

operations was South Armagh and Fermanagh."   

A. Correct. 

Q. And then you refer to the Omagh battalion, is that 889

correct? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Thank you for taking that from the screen.  Which was 890

the Omagh battalion? 

A. 1st Battalion, the Queen's Lancashire Regiment was the 

Omagh resident Battalion, there was also 4 Royal Irish 

as a -- Home Service Royal Irish battalion that was 

based out of Omagh as well.

Q. Often referred to as 1 QLR? 891

A. Correct. 

Q. And, as you know, we're going to hear from a number of 892

former soldiers with 1 QLR on Wednesday of this week in 

relation to a particular issue about documentation? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. What you tell us is:893
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"The operational focus of the 1 QLR was in Tyrone and 

Fermanagh with the seven subunits under operational 

command conducting a rotation of..."  

And what do you mean when you describe a rotation? 

A. So, when I spoke about each battalion having four 

subunits, sometimes there was a period where they would 

be task organised with additional units in order to 

cover areas, their area of reasonability was broader, 

and this is a classic case of that.  So, as you say, 

there are six subunits in that and they would rotate 

through a period of base security in and around 

Lisanelly Barracks in Omagh, leave and training for 

one, Omagh sub-division operations, so anything 

directed by the Royal Ulster Constabulary at a period 

of time, and patrols accompanying the RUC.  Again, 

another one operating in or around Clogher.  And the 

patrol bases along the Border, the remaining patrol 

bases along the Border in Fermanagh, that's Lisnaskea 

Annaghmartin, Canashy Bridge, Killyvilly, Rosslea and 

Wattlebridge.  And they were a blend of patrol bases 

from which to conduct operations and patrols and 

checkpoints depending on each one.  Annaghmartin was a 

checkpoint, Kilturk was a checkpoint, Killyvilly was a 

patrol base.  It just depended on the geographical 

point and whether or not the road was open or not at 

that particular moment in time.  

Then you also had, in addition to that you had two 
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Royal Irish companies under command of commanding 

officer of 1 QLR, operational command, in support of 

different operations.  And as they were Home Service 

part-time soldiers they would support and augment 

operations in and around the Tyrone area. 

Q. And do you refer at paragraph 9.2 to an ARB.  And what 894

was an ARB? 

A. There were various iterations of naming conventions 

that took place, latterly that became NIBAT 1, and at 

that time it was Armagh Roulement Battalion, and as a 

roulement battalion that was a -- rather than a 

resident battalion, roulement battalions were on a 

six-month cycle, I think earlier in Operation Banner 

they were three months, they balanced out to a standard 

operational rhythm in the British Army a six-month 

operational deployment.  The Armagh Battalion was based 

out of Bessbrook and covered South Armagh 

predominantly.  They were companies based out of 

Crossmaglen, Forkhill and Bessbrook and conducted 

operations in and around there, including the 

observation towers, the Golf and Romeo towers in and 

around South Armagh.

Q. That's probably enough information for today's purposes 895

in relation to deployments.  

There is another witness statement, Colonel, in which 

you deal in greater detail with deployment, and we'll 

adduce some further material about that on Wednesday 

when you return.  
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A. Sure. 

Q. Now, where I'd like to turn next, please, to is the 896

topic that you're really here to help us here today, 

namely the vehicle checkpoints.  And we're going to go 

to page 31 paragraph 14-1 of the same corporate witness 

statement.  

A. Yeah. 

Q. And you tell us details, so locations, dates, manning 897

and capability of any vehicle checkpoints, watch towers 

and observation posts in Omagh or County Tyrone between 

1st December 1997 and 15th August 1998 are as follows.  

And would you list for us what those are, each of them, 

and explain what each is also please?  

A. So, the permanent overt observation posts, there were 

checkpoints and patrols bases.  So, the observations 

posts were those in and around South Armagh, the Romeo 

towers, the Golf towers.  They were there simply as a 

point by which observation would take place over 

certain areas and I think included in my corporate 

statement there's a matrix, there's a diagram showing 

the matrix of they were positioned. 

Q. There is.  898

A. Which gives an indication of those.  The permanent 

vehicle checkpoints were places like Aughnacloy which 

was a permanent point by which a road was kept open and 

a checkpoint established.  Some of the patrol bases, as 

I said before, you had the balance between some of the 

operational locations, so Annaghmartin was a patrol 
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base and a vehicle checkpoint, so patrols would be 

operating from it but also monitor the Border as a 

manned point.  I think this comes from a period of time 

when not all of the roads across the Border were open 

and there was restricted access and so the checkpoints 

were set along them in order to monitor that traffic 

that came across, and other road crossings were closed.  

So, at that time, you got a blend of all three elements 

and also you have the direction from the GOC at the 

time that observation and surveillance becomes a 

priority for him as we go through that point that you 

talked about, the contested and the tricky period of 

time balancing effort. 

Q. And in the documents we will sometimes see those 899

permanent overt observation posts referred to as OPs? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. We will see patrol bases referred to as PBs? 900

A. Yeah. 

Q. And most pertinently for our purposes today, we will 901

see the permanent vehicle checkpoints referred to as 

PVCPs? 

A. Yeah, PVCPs. 

Q. Thank you.  Or sometimes just as checkpoints? 902

A. Correct. 

Q. And by the time that we are dealing with in 1998, as 903

you observed, these had become a common feature of 

life? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And you describe how they provided both a degree of 904
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protection to other installations and a source of 

valuable intelligence? 

A. Yes, and so a lot of them were predicated on gathering 

information and intelligence. 

Q. By whom would they tend to be manned? 905

A. Pretty much exclusively these would be manned by 

soldiers from infantry battalions on Roulement tours. 

Q. Now, let's turn specifically to the checkpoint at 906

Aughnacloy.  And this takes us to the second of the 

statements that I mentioned which is your statement of 

14th August 2026, INQ 042363.  I will just give you a 

moment to turn that up.  It's a statement that 

certainly, as I have it, runs to 37 paragraphs and nine 

pages.  

A. Yeah, got it. 

Q. What we need to do, the two of us, Colonel, but 907

principally you, is to deal with what the vehicle 

monitoring arrangements on the A5 Monaghan Road at 

Aughnacloy were in August of 1998.  And I think you 

would agree that the Ministry of Defence records do not 

provide certainty in relation to a number of aspects 

relevant to that checkpoint? 

A. No. 

Q. But, we need do our best, don't we, to understand the 908

position, even if that position is imperfect?  

A. Yeah, sure. 

Q. At paragraph 7, page 3, you explain the importance of 909

vehicle monitoring arrangements and would you summarise 

the position for us please? 
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A. Again, it goes back to what I said previously, the 

Border crossings and the management of the security 

across the Border was an element of an overt collection 

process and mechanism by which to manage the Border 

crossings to gain as much information as we possibly 

could in order to combat terrorism.  So it's a blend.  

It was definitely overt.  It was imperfect, there was 

constantly a tension between, this is a fixed point at 

any one time that can be circumnavigated, it being a 

known point of information where there were soldiers 

were operating.  But, equally, then managed the areas 

where you could control access and target areas where, 

perhaps, where operations took place where we didn't 

know or where freedom or had vehicles, roads that were 

closed. 

Q. So, subsequently to the Good Friday Agreement and 910

subsequently to the period that we are most concerned 

with, the vehicle checkpoints were phased out? 

A. Gradually, yes, as sort of a point of normalisation. 

Q. And as a result of normalisation but, also, because 911

there was developed a modern network of static and 

mobile automatic number plate recognition or ANPR 

cameras? 

A. Yeah.  So, you've got a blend of technology improving, 

reducing footprint.  Again, sort of I think a 

realisation that a static fixed point on the ground for 

any operation is easily circumnavigated by anybody with 

intent to undermine that.  So, they were of value at a 

point in time and that changed as the operation 
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environment changed as well. 

Q. You were watching, I think, the evidence given by 912

Mark Safranauskas earlier on today? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And he provided an example of how someone who wished to 913

circumvent the Aughnacloy checkpoint would have been 

able to do so? 

A. Correct, yes. 

Q. That risk was recognised.  The point I was driving at 914

was that although they became phased out subsequently 

to the period that we're looking at and came to be 

replaced with more modern systems, as of August 1998 

did vehicle checkpoints remain an important part of the 

Army operation in Northern Ireland? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And one thing that's going to be important for us to 915

understand over the course of your evidence, is whether 

the kind of modern systems that ANPR-based systems that 

most of us will have some degree of familiarity with, 

whether the position in August 1998 was something very 

similar to that or something very different from that? 

A. I think extraordinarily, two points I'd make.  Firstly, 

I think the checkpoints were a part, important is hard 

to stress because it's rooting back to in terms of 

somebody else's impression at a particular moment in 

time. 

Q. Yes.  916

A. But ANPR, at that stage, this is mark 0.1 and was 

really clunky and had all sorts of points of friction 
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in terms of how it was delivered, how it operated, 

limitations on what it was doing.  We have indications 

about a delivery programme for the ANPR systems that 

were due in place that, like most of these things, 

never quite matched up to the initial intent.  And 

certainly by that stage they were still very much early 

stages of development and imperfect in many ways. 

Q. So, just to draw some of those strands together because 917

you've said some things that may be important.  

ANPR was in its very early days and basic compared with 

what is available now? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Not that we're not going to go into the sensitivities 918

of what is available now.  But, in fact, you aren't 

even in a position to say, based upon your research, 

whether even that basic ANPR had been installed at the 

Aughnacloy checkpoint as of August 1998? 

A. So, we have paperwork, I've discovered paperwork that 

indicates that it was due to be rolled out at that 

time.  Aughnacloy was unmanned at that time by the 

military so I think it is a fair assumption to turn 

around and say that ANPR was operating at Aughnacloy at 

that period of time.  I just can't definitively turn 

around and say yes, I saw it here and I have a piece of 

paperwork that says that it was operational at that 

time. 

Q. Thank you very much for continuing to think about this 919

issue, but where you have rested is that you think, on 
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balance, it is likely --

A. Correct. 

Q. -- that ANPR had been installed but you can't say 920

definitively that it had been? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. You mentioned that as of August 1998, it's probable, 921

indeed highly probable - and I'm now at your 

paragraph 8 - that the Aughnacloy checkpoint was 

unmanned? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And that it was managed remotely from another location? 922

A. Yeah. 

Q. Where do you assess that other location is likely to 923

have been? 

A. I think at that time there were three locations in and 

around, you have PSNI Station or RUC Station, you have 

the military base where there was a company from 

1 Royal Welsh and a Royal Irish battalion there and you 

have the checkpoint, and I think it was manned by the 

military.  It was monitored by the military from the 

remote Aughnacloy site. 

Q. So, it's unmanned because military, as we learn from 924

your statement, had withdrawn from that checkpoint in 

October 1995? 

A. Yes, so the ceasefire is in '95, definitive evidence 

that they withdrew from it and it worked remotely from 

that point. 

Q. So, you think - and you've chosen the word carefully - 925

that it was monitored from the military base in 
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Aughnacloy? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And it's perhaps relevant at this stage to understand 926

why you've taken care to chose that word "monitored."  

Is it because as for whether the cameras were monitored 

by a person or automatically the document doesn't say 

either way? 

A. No.  I mean I think there's a blend.  In 1995 it would 

have been operated remotely, as the Internet went 

through that initial stage.  The presence of ANPR there 

and the systems and how it managed, it's the assumption 

that would have been an automated system by that stage, 

because it was utilising ANPR. 

Q. So, let me just make sure I've understood this.  You 927

assess that it's likely there were ANPR cameras at 

Aughnacloy in August 1998? 

A. Yeah.

Q. If there were ANPR cameras, you assess that they would 928

have been monitored or utilised automatically at that 

point in time? 

A. Yeah.  And speaking to somebody who managed the systems 

a year later, he identified that there was no remote 

access other than what was, effectively, to be a local 

system.  So, I don't think there's any ability for the 

system to be managed or dealt with anywhere else other 

than Aughnacloy. 

Q. Yes.  929

A. And in terms of who or possibly could have been 

involved in that process, again, goes back down to the 
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very basic level of soldiering that would have taken 

place there with private soldiers, lance corporals, 

corporals operating the system and managing it, if 

there was any human system intervention at that stage.  

But I think it's unlikely given the probability of ANPR 

as it stood at that time. 

Q. So, you're having to make your judgments about this as 930

best you can? 

A. Yes.

Q. Often in the face of an absence of relevant 931

documentation.  You've judged it's likely, ANPR likely 

automatic.  But what you've just told us, I think, is 

that if there was any human element to the operation of 

those cameras it would have been at a very junior 

soldier level? 

A. Yeah, absolutely. 

Q. Could I just ask you to consider whether two features 932

make any difference to your assessment, and no doubt 

you've thought about these; when we look at the footage 

from the Aughnacloy checkpoint, sometimes it zooms in, 

sometimes it zooms out, sometimes it pauses on a 

particular vehicle which we'll come back to in a 

moment, and when it pauses it does so for periods of 

time that are variable in length.  So it's not just 

pausing for 30 seconds or a minute, does that make 

sense? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Is it fair to at least ask whether those are 933

indications that there was, for some of the time at any 
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rate, human intervention? 

A. I am -- like you, I don't know, I can't say one way or 

the other.  There is, equally, an opportunity to turn 

around and say that this is a camera that's zooming in 

or out automatically.  I notice that some of the pauses 

are not pauses on vehicles, some of them are pauses on 

the blank road, whether it's picked up something in the 

threshold in terms of the ANPR.  I know that the ANPR 

system struggled in a whole series of different light 

and weather conditions and was degraded as such, and 

then focused differently, managed differently, recorded 

things differently at different stages.  So, yeah, I 

can see both sides of this one. 

Q. Yes.  934

A. I haven't found anything definitive either way. 

Q. What you're doing is expressing a likelihood, based 935

upon such documents that as you have seen, if there 

were any, and based upon people that you have spoken 

to --

A. Correct.

Q. -- that you might expect to have knowledge? 936

A. Correct. 

Q. And thank you very much for doing your best to help us.  937

In relation to the cameras themselves, I'm now at 

paragraph 9.  Each checkpoint in Aughnacloy being no 

different, had cameras covering the angles of vehicle 

movement across the Border? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. But the information on how many cameras or where they 938
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were located at the Aughnacloy checkpoint does not 

appear to have been retained in MoD records? 

A. No, and the best evidence, and I seem to ascertain how 

and where it works is in the PSNI evidence. 

Q. Having dealt with some matters of background I'm going 939

to turn to some particular issues relating to the 

checkpoint at Aughnacloy and we can probably move 

through these fairly swiftly.  

So, given what the cell site evidence reveals, we can 

have a high degree of confidence about when the bomb 

car crossed the Border on 15th August, obviously within 

parameters? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And to take those parameters that are far wider in fact 940

and are realistic, well let's take them as between 

1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m.  Even though 2:00 p.m. would 

have been much too late for the car to have been parked 

up shortly after 2:18 p.m.  Let's take between 

1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Border as being our 

parameter.  

So, we have, as you know Colonel, footage from the 

cameras at the Aughnacloy crossing point for vehicles 

travelling from the Republic of Ireland into Northern 

Ireland as the bomb car and the scout car did, between 

1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m.  So we have footage for that 

period of time.  Is this making sense so far? 

A. Yes.
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Q. It's obviously relevant to establish whether the bomb 941

car on its false plates, MDZ 5211 was captured on the 

system between those two points? 

A. Correct. 

Q. You can see the sense in that.  What we know from the 942

evidence of Mark Safranauskas this morning, is that the 

vehicle was not captured on the recording made at the 

crossing point at the checkpoint, again you're nodding 

your head in agreement with that? 

A. Yeah, correct.  

Q. So, what we need do is to understand whether there is 943

any significance to be attached to the fact that that 

vehicle, the bomb car, cannot be seen in the recording 

between 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m., I hope this is making 

sense.  

A. Yeah. 

Q. So, that's what I'm going to ask you to help with.  944

Now, first of all the absence of a recording of that 

vehicle might be significant if the system would be 

expected to record every vehicle that passed the 

cameras, but you will be able to confirm, and your 

experience is similar to that of Mr. Safranauskas, that 

when vehicles pass in close succession they were not 

always captured by the system? 

A. No, that's a failing in it. 

Q. And, furthermore, as we know, the footage pauses from 945

time to time usually on a particular vehicle? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And during that period which varied in time but could 946



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

14:54

14:54

14:55

14:55

14:55

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

139

be lengthy, other vehicles would continue to pass the 

cameras? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And during those periods those vehicles would not be 947

recorded? 

A. Correct. 

Q. So, I mean it was far from a perfect system, would it 948

be fair to say? 

A. Completely.  I think at the early stages anything is 

subject to -- it's more than teething, but, yeah, it 

wasn't a perfect system at that stage, but it was 

leading technology of its time. 

Q. So, what we have just to focus back in on the question 949

I was exploring, what we have is not a complete record 

of all vehicles passing the cameras? 

A. Correct. 

Q. We know that for certain.  And is the obvious upshot 950

from that, that the bomb car might or might not have 

crossed the Border at the Aughnacloy checkpoint? 

A. Correct, and we have evidence that turns around and 

says that we weren't capturing all of the vehicles and 

it was anomaly that had been raised in the system. 

Q. Do you think that that anomaly was known about at the 951

time? 

A. Yes, I think we have a document in closed that dates a 

specific point in or around 12th August at that time 

where it was raised.  So it was clearly an issue that 

was live at that period of time. 

Q. And thank you for maintaining the open/closed divide 952
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and explaining that material exists in closed on this 

issue.  That was the first point that I wanted your 

help on.  There are some subsidiary and perhaps less 

important points but let's deal with them anyway.  

Secondly, your work establishes that there is no 

missing footage for the relevant south to north cameras 

for that period that I've identified; 1:00 p.m. to 

2:00 p.m. on 15th August? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Thirdly, there is no indication from the records of the 953

Ministry of Defence of any deliberate human 

interference with the recording that we know was being 

made on 15th August? 

A. None. 

Q. Now, fourthly, and stepping into a hypothetical world 954

now, in the event that a need to stop a vehicle 

physically at a checkpoint had arisen in August 1998, 

how would that have been achieved, and I'm now at 

paragraph 20 of that second statement? 

A. I think at that stage because the checkpoint was 

unmanned you're effectively relying on both police and 

military patrols that are operating in depth of the 

Border, or at different locations, whether they be 

helicopter-based eagle vehicle checkpoints that drop 

down or planned patrols or something way long those 

lines, or something that was then triggered by a 

vehicle crossing to do so.  Although, given the 

timeframes and vehicle transit and multiple options 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

14:57

14:58

14:58

14:58

14:59

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

141

subsequently it would be very hard.  It was a period of 

I think, best way to explain the difficulty in that, is 

after a major incident there would be a call for eagle 

VCPs to move out and around an area to try and set up 

checkpoints on a responsive basis.  But it's very hard 

to do, it's very hard to coordinate, very hard to do it 

in a timeframe that's suitable, very hard to cover 

every road.  But, effectively, to stop at that point in 

time would be based on a physical patrol on the ground. 

Q. Fifth, have searches of military operational records 955

failed to identify any specific working arrangements 

between the MoD and British Army on the one hand and 

RUC on the other in relation to the vehicle monitoring 

system at Aughnacloy? 

A. Yes, and wider.  We don't have anything that would turn 

around and say that we did or didn't do it.  We have 

acknowledged practices in place but we haven't found 

any paperwork to turn around and say that. 

Q. That was really what I wanted to understand, whether 956

the result of your work was that you hadn't been able 

to find any evidence, either way, of that kind of 

arrangement between the Army and the RUC, including in 

relation to information sharing? 

A. Correct.  The documentation doesn't exist, just 

practices seem to happen naturally in that space.  One 

either imagines there was documentation or there was no 

requirement for it, because it just happened. 

Q. And that's a point, as you've made clear, that applies 957

generally and not just in relation to the position in 
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Aughnacloy? 

A. Yeah.  This is an evolving operation over decades, you 

can see how those things have worked and I think it's 

in the context of a modern governmental post and 

position where we require accountability through those 

things is the length by which we examine it, but 

perhaps wasn't in place then.  I don't know. 

Q. So, we need to be fair to the point, we don't know if 958

there were such arrangements --

A. Correct.

Q. -- from the documents.  If there were, we don't know 959

what form they took, but the clear indications are that 

the footage for 15th August and, indeed, 14th August 

was provided by the Army to RUC (as it was then) for 

the purposes of the investigation of the Omagh bombing? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And, sixth, and after that we'll come to the VENGEFUL 960

system and a form of words has been chosen to deal with 

this point.  In open we'll be faithful to it.  We'll 

see in due course whether we can unpick either in open 

or in closed.  The Ministry of Defence is unable to 

confirm, you tell us, whether any State agency of the 

Republic of Ireland had any cameras covering the area 

of Aughnacloy border crossing which had been avowed to 

the UK State.  So, that's paragraph 36? 

A. Yeah.

Q. I may not have used every word, but I've certainly 961

achieved the thrust of it.  So, that's all I want to 

ask you about the checkpoint at Aughnacloy itself.  
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I, next, want to move and finally move to a topic that 

is connected with the checkpoint, but I think it's 

important to understand different from.  I've used the 

term "VENGEFUL system" and we mustn't think, must we, 

Colonel, and tell me if I've got this wrong, that what 

we have just been describing, namely the vehicle 

monitoring by cameras system at Aughnacloy, whether by 

ANPR or otherwise, we must not think that that is the 

system that's called VENGEFUL? 

A. No.  VENGEFUL is the database that predates the ANPR 

system by quite some time.  I think in the Inquiry's 

domain there is a sort of early video of the operating 

system, it's simply a record of those vehicles 

registered in Northern Ireland against which a set of 

categories were placed whether that was a person of 

interest, a vehicle of interest, whether this vehicle 

was to be stopped, whether this vehicle was to be 

monitored, along those lines.  So, based on a link 

between a number plate, a registration document and a 

category and that's it.  So, a database and database 

alone.  

Q. So, separate from a camera, albeit --962

A. Yeah, the camera system.  So, effectively, it was 

established initially so that somebody would work on 

the ground, a soldier or a policeman would be on the 

ground, a soldier on the ground and would stop a 

vehicle, and do a plate check of this vehicle and it 

would come back with the information stated against it.  
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And it would either be radioed to someone who manually 

operated the system, or at some of the vehicle 

checkpoints or patrol bases, somebody who would then 

see the car, manually enter the whole process and you 

would have that corresponding information.  The 

difficulty between the delta between ANPR system, which 

was just a number plate and recognition and a person, 

always these things the person was able to turn around 

and identify other factors that were in place whether, 

it was the same car or whether there were any anomalies 

to it, or it looked suspicious at that particular 

moment in time.  What you win with an automatic system, 

it's swings and roundabouts. 

Q. Let's just drill into some of that so that we've a 963

complete understanding, but before we do so, you 

mentioned a video, you refer to that in your witness 

statement, in fact, it's a video that Mr. Suter 

uncovered, it was discovered in the Imperial War 

Museum, and that shows a very early version of 

VENGEFUL.  So, if anyone wanted to look at where 

VENGEFUL came from that would be a helpful starting 

point? 

A. Yes, I think so.  But I'd mention it is exceptionally 

dated, and this was -- I think it's a late '80s 

programme at that stage and so we've moved on some way 

but the basic principles of a database, I think the 

interfaces improved, the large discs that were used, et 

cetera, technology improved around it, but the 

principle of a database and DVLA information, or a 
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Northern Irish equivalent going into it is the same. 

Q. So, the reason we're not playing it, and we did 964

consider playing it, is because it may not give the 

most accurate reflection of the position in '98, and 

indeed it might create some confusion rather than bring 

clarity.  I'll give the INQ reference for it, so that 

the transcript is comprehensible in due course.  It's 

INQ 049533.  At least that can be used as a starting 

point, I think it might also be found elsewhere, I'll 

be told off for giving the wrong reference but we'll 

correct that in due course.  

At paragraph 19 of the statement we were looking at, 

you describe the VENGEFUL system in this way:

"It was an intelligence database containing details of 

vehicles registered in Northern Ireland as well as 

vehicles registered elsewhere that were of interest to 

the security forces."  Paragraph 19, page 5.  

A. Got it. 

Q. "Put simply, it was a database of information to assist 965

the security forces with the identification and 

interception of terrorist vehicles.  The system held 

four classes of information; vehicle registration data, 

information on suspect vehicles, records of sightings, 

and reference material."  

A. Correct. 

Q. "It recorded vehicle sightings for subsequent retrieval 966

and analysis and assessed those sightings in real-time 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

15:06

15:06

15:06

15:06

15:07

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

146

to alert users when defined preconditions were met."  

You then give an example that:  

"If a vehicle registration number was held in the 

VENGEFUL database the security forces would be able to 

retrieve, giving further basic information such as 

colour, make and model.  If the vehicle was of interest 

to the intelligence community then that registration 

plate may be assigned additional instructions such as 

stop and search."  

A. Correct. 

Q. Indeed, those of us who have watched the video will see 967

that another instruction might be, don't stop? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. "Sightings of vehicles were added manually to the 968

database utilising information from patrols and vehicle 

checkpoints."  

And you go on to explain that as technology improved 

and with the introduction of ANPR, the manual input 

process gradually became fully automated? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And you say there, that you haven't been able to 969

confirm whether ANPR was operating at Aughnacloy at the 

relevant time, but as you've explained to us today, 

your resting position no doubt as a result of much work 

is that you think it likely that it was? 

A. Yeah.  I mean, that's a point at which we dated that 

statement and it changed when we found more 
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information. 

Q. And that we welcome.  At paragraph 22, you describe an 970

upgrade to the system.  Was the upgrade one that was 

necessary to ensure that there was greater integration 

between VENGEFUL and ANPR cameras? 

A. Yes, without referring directly to what the notes that 

we talk about in closed, I'm reading that yes.  I think 

it probably was about a capacity issue and ability to 

process and improving processing power. 

Q. So, what I can say, without treading into material 971

which is operationally sensitive, still less closed, is 

that as you've just put it, there was a capacity issue, 

that there was a need to ensure that VENGEFUL was able 

to service a greater number of ANPR cameras than was 

the position and that was what the update was? 

A. Correct.  I think there we have specific numbers by 

which they were sort of pretty low and it's increasing 

those numbers and breadth. 

Q. The precise numbers are available to the Core 972

Participants but it's not necessary to go into them, 

it's the principle that is important to understand.  

For how long were sightings retained on the database? 

A. It's been hard to ascertain, there's lots of different 

sort of information that comes in about this.  We've 

identified no clear policy that we've been able to find 

there which says for this period of time, information 

was held.  We've identified some video footage 

parameters that appear to say that 21 days it was a 
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rewrite over the videos, some say six months, so it was 

temporary basis.  

In terms of the ANPR system, the camera footage in 

there, that was a fairly rapid overwrite because the 

camera, the ANPR camera converted, my understanding 

from speaking to somebody who operated the system a 

year later, the assumption is that it was in place at 

that time, is that it converted the number plate into a 

data feed and then fired it through the system as that 

rather than a video footage, and so as a result it was 

overwritten.  Now, a period of time then could be 

intervened and had been done in order to get 

information back, but I can't be specific about the 

timeframes. 

Q. No.  So, there are at least two and there may be three 973

different things.  So, there is the period of time that 

the footage from the non-ANPR cameras would be 

overwritten.  There's the period of time that the 

footage of the ANPR camera footage would be 

overwritten, and I think you've answered that question.  

In terms of the information that had been manually 

inputted or automatically later inputted into VENGEFUL, 

would that be overwritten or would that -- 

A. No, I think that was -- the intelligence information 

stayed there for as long as it was required.  What we 

don't have is a record of the database.  So I can't 

tell you, but there seems to be no reason why that 

information disappeared. 
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Q. And what I was really asking about was paragraph 23 and 974

it would have been more sensible had I taken you 

straight to that.  You say, dealing with VENGEFUL:  

"Sightings were retained on the live database for six 

months.  Before being deleted from the live database 

they were coped from DAT tape for archival storage.  

The DAT tape was the sole archive copy and there was no 

separate backup of the archived tape."  

So, that's what you've just latterly told me about, 

namely the material on VENGEFUL? 

A. Correct. 

Q. That it would have remain on a live database for six 975

months, but that it wouldn't then be overwritten or 

destroyed, it would be archived in the way I've just -- 

A. Correct. 

Q. Then, finally, before I invite Mr. Southey to ask his 976

questions, paragraph 24 tells us, that during the 

VENGEFUL replacement upgrade period whilst data was 

transferred between the VENGEFUL current and VENGEFUL 

replacement system a discrepancy was identified in the 

data held between the two systems? 

A. And that's what I spoke about earlier, that period of 

time, as it were, August '98 that information was 

identified and there was a problem and they were trying 

to identify how they would resolve it. 

Q. And the assessment that the MoD makes is that further 977

information about that issue should be regarded as 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

15:12

15:12

15:12

15:12

15:13

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

150

being provisionally closed subject, obviously, to the 

decision of the Chairman in due course? 

A. Yeah. 

MR. GREANEY:  Colonel, thank you very much for 

answering my questions on the first of what will be two 

occasions this week.  As I've explained to you when I 

saw you earlier, as I see all witnesses that I'm 

calling, Mr. Southey has some questions on behalf of 

the bereaved families that he represents.  

COL. PETER MacMULLEN WAS QUESTIONED BY MR. SOUTHEY AS 

FOLLOWS:

  

Q. MR. SOUTHEY:  Thank you, Colonel.  I, as you have 978

heard, have a few questions to ask on behalf of some of 

the bereaved families and some of the survivors.  A 

number of things I wanted to cover have already been 

covered, so I'll try and focus on what I think hasn't 

been covered.  You've talked about how your assumption 

is, and explained why this is your assumption, there 

were ANPR cameras operating in Aughnacloy at the time.  

And I think a moment ago you also said that the way 

they would operate would be that they would convert, 

effectively, the film into number plates or a list of 

number plates that passed through, is that correct? 

A. No, they convert the film into data rather than to a 

number plate.  So it was a data transfer.  Sort of 

whether that's well stepping outside my level of 

expertise, but it wasn't an image it was rather a batch 
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of data that went into the system. 

Q. Sorry, I wasn't expressing myself very well, what I 979

meant by that was data.  In principle, I'm just trying 

to make sure I understand how this operated, you would, 

perhaps after a day's operation of this, you might get 

a list of registration numbers that had passed through 

a particular point as data somewhere, would that be 

right? 

A. Yes, but that be on the VENGEFUL system.  So, I think 

the ANPR was -- what I'm talking about here was sort of 

the separation between the two.  So, the mechanics of 

the ANPR system as to how it took a photograph and 

converted that information that could be inputted as 

opposed to somebody typing it in was by that conversion 

to data.  But the record of information on the list of 

number plates, that goes back on to the VENGEFUL 

system.  So, everything feeds the single database. 

Q. Okay.  But through the VENGEFUL system would it, in 980

principle, have been possible to say what cars have we 

recorded going through Aughnacloy on 15th August, for 

example? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And you would interrogate the VENGEFUL system to get 981

that list, is that right? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Okay.  Thank you.  Turning then to the VENGEFUL system 982

the Inquiry has, and it may be worth putting it up on 

the screen, it's INQ 42364 and go to page 6 I think.  

Sorry, 0006.  I may have missed a number.  My 
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instructing solicitor says I may have got the number 

wrong.  Yes, thank you.  This is the VENGEFUL manual 

that we have and I think towards the bottom it appears 

to be dated, bottom left-hand corner, April '81? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Are you aware of any updates to that manual? 983

A. No, we're not.  No.  That's the simplest answer to it, 

the assumption being that there may have been as the 

system improved, I can't even imagine there would have 

been at that stage given the length of time in between 

it, because we haven't found any. 

Q. I think earlier you described the video as being 984

exceptionally dated, this, obviously, was pretty dated 

by that stage, and it doesn't, I don't think, address, 

for example, the ANPR? 

A. No. 

Q. In relation to VENGEFUL, you have talked about, I think 985

in your statement the tapes I think they were, DAT, the 

material being put on DAT tapes after six months? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. I think and I just want to clarify this from what you 986

said a moment ago to Mr. Greaney, am I correct to 

understand that in principle there was no policy 

provided for the destruction of those tapes after six 

months or am I wrong about that? 

A. No, the only destruction or overwriting information 

we've seen is about the surveillance tapes, there were 

video tapes that were made from some of the observation 

posts and that's the discrepancy where you can't 
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necessarily identify the 21 days or six month rule. 

Q. Yeah.  987

A. But certainly nothing to do with the VENGEFUL data we 

have found anything that would identify or explain a 

destruction policy. 

Q. But, as I understand from what you were saying a moment 988

ago, the DAT tapes don't exist anymore, is that right? 

A. No, we have not been able to find anything along those 

lines that we hold. 

Q. Sorry, I was going to indicate that I wasn't going to 989

ask anymore about VENGEFUL but, you mentioned, just one 

thing I do want to ask and you may not be able to 

answer this in open and if it is something for closed 

then obviously make that clear.  You mention that there 

had been this discrepancy that had been identified 

between the old system and the new system, I think in 

fact on 12th August '98, so at about the time of the 

bombing, did that have any impact on retention of data 

as opposed to how the data was gathered? 

A. It's not clear from that, I don't think, I mean it's a 

very short letter which turns round and says there is a 

problem and we have identified this is a problem.  It 

gives us nothing in terms of resolution or anything in 

addition to that that we have been able to find. 

Q. Yes, okay.  Turning then to the video retention and you 990

have been very helpful in relation to that.  I think 

you have indicated that as far as you are aware there 

was no clear policy on retention.  You haven't been 

able to locate a policy perhaps is a fairer way of 
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putting it.  I think you did indicate that, from sort 

of looking at I suppose the video and and things, there 

would be inconsistency about how long videos were 

retained for.  Am I correct in understanding though the 

shortest period you have seen them retained for was 21 

days? 

A. Yes, I think nothing below that threshold and it 

expanded then to the six month window at the other 

side. 

Q. I think you also, when answering questions from 991

Mr. Greaney, indicated that you have not been able to 

locate any policy on video sharing effectively between 

the RUC and the Army, is that right? 

A. No, no policy but I can't see why anything that had 

been requested by the RUC specifically in relation to 

an investigation of this size wouldn't have been 

instantaneously given over. 

Q. When you were saying about policy I was going to ask if 992

there was any policy on dealing with requests in the 

context of an investigation as opposed to routine 

sharing? 

A. No, and there is certainly nothing that would indicate 

any obstacle that we have come across in terms of 

sharing information. 

Q. Can I just ask for another thing to be put up on the 993

screen, it's INQ 030903.  This, as I understand it, is 

a response to an RUC request for information about 

sightings of a red Vauxhall Cavalier.  The detail 

doesn't really matter, what I am interested in is, it 
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appears to have been provided by a body called the 

Special Military Intelligence Unit Northern Ireland.  I 

just was interested in what its role was, if you know, 

in relation to vehicles in particular? 

A. It's a gloriously grand title for four people who were 

a liaison unit based out of Knock, RUC Knock.  So if 

there was information required from the police who 

wanted something they would just simply go to them and 

they were the point, they were the conduit into the 

military data information systems and intelligence 

systems.  So I think it was a late entry major and a 

couple of collators that worked there.  It has a 

grander title than its perhaps alluded to. 

Q. So if, for example, the police had wanted a list of the 994

registration numbers that had passed through Aughnacloy 

on 15th August that's who they would have asked? 

A. Yes.  And I think their response is and included in 

that response, I think the delineation between what is 

evidential information and what is intelligence 

gathering and the thresholds by which the military was 

operating to build an alternative picture against vice 

police requirement within that. 

Q. Would its data in relation to vehicles have simply been 995

VENGEFUL then or would it have access, did it have its 

own records is what I am asking about? 

A. SIMU?  No, it would have gone into VENGEFUL.  They 

weren't anything other than a conduit.

Q. Okay? 996

A. They held no specific data or intelligence function in 
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that other than just a simple conduit and a postbox by 

which to operate from, a physical postbox by which to 

operate.

Q. I think that covers everything I need to cover, thank 997

you very much indeed.

QUESTIONED FURTHER BY MR. GREANEY AS FOLLOWS:

 

MR. GREANEY:  Colonel, I am just going to make sure 

that I am clear about two aspects of the evidence you 

have just given in answer to Mr. Southey's questions.  

But first of all the Special Military Intelligence 

Unit, the SMIU, was just there as a vehicle by which 

the police could obtain information?  

A. Correct. 

Q. And if the police came to the SMIU and said we need 998

details of all of the vehicles that passed through the 

Aughnacloy checkpoint on 15th August, the SMIU would 

see what was available on the VENGEFUL system and 

provide that information to the police? 

A. Yeah, and they would go through one of the other 

intelligence based structures within, I think it was, 

from memory, I think the Intelligence Database 

Management, IDM, company that would hold and manage the 

data effectively, so it was just a -- yeah. 

Q. Does it follow from the evidence that you gave earlier 999

that not every vehicle passing the cross point would be 

recorded? 

A. Correct. 
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Q. Does it follow from that, that the list that would be 1000

provided by the SMIU would not be or certainly could 

not be guaranteed to be and indeed would be most 

unlikely to be a comprehensive list of all the 

vehicles? 

A. That's very correct.

Q. And the second point; your assessment is that there was 1001

no impediment to the provision by the Army to the 

police of information that had been gathered from 

vehicle checkpoints? 

A. I can't, we haven't seen anything, I haven't come 

across anybody that would say there was anything that 

would do so and from my own experience there didn't 

seem to be, there wasn't any. 

Q. I am just going to explore whether there may be two 1002

indications of that.  One, does the very existence of 

the SMIU tend to suggest that such coordination did 

occur? 

A. Correct, I think that's fair. 

Q. And secondly, I just want to understand the 1003

significance of the fact that you believe that the 

recordings found their way to the RUC investigation.  

We just need to take this in a couple of stages.  First 

of all, when you searched the Army no longer held copy 

of the recordings from the 15th of August? 

A. No. 

Q. And yet the Inquiry does have the recording for the 1004

15th and indeed 14th August and that is because the 

Inquiry has received them from PSNI (as it now is).  So 
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does it seem likely, if not inevitable, that PSNI 

received those recordings from the Army during the 

course of the investigation? 

A. Yes, I agree. 

Q. And what you are suggesting to us, and tell me if I 1005

have misunderstood, is the fact that the relationship 

worked appropriately in relation to the investigation 

is an indication that generally there was no impediment 

to information sharing? 

A. No, I think at this level information when serious 

crime has been committed as much information as 

possible would be transmitted and shared. 

Q. Well, thank you very much indeed, I am just going to 1006

check whether the Chairman has any questions he would 

like to ask.  

CHAIRMAN:  No, thank you.  

MR. GREANEY:  As you know we are going to ask you to 

return on ^ thank you very much indeed, I am just going 

to pause for one moment.  I ought to as a matter of 

courtesy ask Mr. Toal whether he proposes to ask his 

questions on Wednesday when I think they are most 

appropriate.  

MR. TOAL:  I am happy with either course, I can go back 

to this topic if it suits the witness and the Inquiry. 

MR. GREANEY:  It may be if there are questions which 

are focused on the evidence the Colonel has given 

today, we would be better off hearing them today but I 

am in your hands. 

CHAIRMAN:  Did I understand if Ms. Fee had some 
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questions as well?  

MR. GREANEY:  She was going to indicate if she did and 

she hasn't. 

CHAIRMAN:  How are we doing for time?  

MR. GREANEY:  Well we have been going for an hour and 

20.  Mr. Toal has been two minutes.  

QUESTIONED BY MR. TOAL AS FOLLOWS:

MR. TOAL:  Colonel, just some things have come to me 

whilst I have listened to your evidence.  When you have 

looked at the Aughnacloy crossing and when assessing 

possible routes from the Republic of Ireland into 

Tyrone, would you agree that one should not assume that 

a vehicle had to use that crossing in order to get into 

Aughnacloy?  

A. So, it's not been part of our collection of information 

for this, but having seen the evidence and seen 

everything that it seems probable that there were other 

alternative routes through. 

Q. And it may actually be that because you have a couple 1007

of days between now and then, you could perhaps look at 

this issue? 

A. Certainly. 

Q. Yes, because from my memory after the 1994 ceasefire 1008

there was a campaign on the Border known as "Border 

Busters", and what happened was that local farmers and 

others got JCB diggers et cetera, and they took away 

the concrete roadblocks from the smaller roads and in 
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other places where the Army had made craters, they 

filled in the craters, so by the time we got to 1998 a 

number of the other minor roads were in fact usable? 

A. Yes, that would be fair, that would be entirely fair.  

I think it was an ongoing point of tension between 

security forces and the local residents. 

Q. Yes.  1009

A. That pre-dated all of those dates that you talk about. 

Q. And logically, even from my memory when one drove up to 1010

the Aughnacloy crossing you could see the cameras on 

the sangars, they were very visible and if you were 

transporting a bomb one would have most likely avoided 

that crossing and used the minor crossings instead, I 

mean that's logical? 

A. I mean, it was a security force base, yes and so there 

is a balance of probabilities and risk assessment with 

anybody committing any crime that anyone would have to 

take, I can understand that as a point. 

Q. Yes, so perhaps if you could use the next few days to 1011

look at the minor roads around Aughnacloy to see if 

there is any evidence that they were in fact usable at 

that time? 

A. We'll have a look and see what we can find. 

Q. Okay, thank you.1012

FURTHER QUESTIONED BY MR. GREANEY AS FOLLOWS: 

MR. GREANEY:  And you've told me already you were 

watching the evidence of Mark Safranauskas earlier 
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today, and I may have misunderstood but my recollection 

is that he was drawing your attention to a road, I 

think he told us it was called Ravella road which any 

road blocks or craters had been removed or filled in 

would have produced an alternative route to get into 

Northern Ireland near Aughnacloy and would not have 

involved using the crossing point?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Thank you Mr. Suter for reminding me of that.  Could I 1013

invite you to return in good time for your evidence on 

Wednesday.  

A. Certainly. 

MR. GREANEY:  That is as far as we can take the 

evidence today.  Could I indicate that for reasons set 

out in a letter that Mr. Suter has circulated very 

recently indeed, it will be necessary for us to have a 

procedural hearing tomorrow morning at 9:30. 

CHAIRMAN:  Yes, thank you.  Well, thank you very much 

Col. MacMullen, I'm sure we will meet again.  

THE WITNESS:  I am sure, Sir.  

THE INQUIRY ADJOURNED UNTIL TUESDAY, 29TH SEPTEMBER 

2026 AT 9:30 A.M.
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