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THE INQUIRY RESUMED ON WEDNESDAY, 30TH SEPTEMBER 2026 

AS FOLLOWS:   

CHAIRMAN:  Good morning, Mr. Greaney. 

MR. GREANEY:  Good morning, Sir.  You will recognise 

the witness in the witness box who was last before us 

on Monday of this week, it is Colonel Peter MacMullen.  

Good morning, Colonel. 

THE WITNESS:  Good morning.

COLONEL PETER MacMULLEN, HAVING BEEN RECALLED, WAS 

QUESTIONED BY MR. GREANEY AS FOLLOWS:

Q. MR. GREANEY:  As you will appreciate, you remain sworn.  1

This morning we're going to ask you to help us with 

three topics which are, to some extent, connected.  And 

those three topics are; (1) British Army resources in 

the area of Omagh on 15th August 1998; (2) the actions 

of the British Army in the period from the first 

warning call at 2:29 p.m. --

A. Yeah. 

Q. -- up until just before the explosion, so we're going 2

to cut off at 3:03 p.m. and we have been calling that 

Part 5 of Chapter 3, as I believe you will appreciate.  

And then, thirdly, I'm going to seek your help with a 

topic that I will describe as the Daily Occurrence Book 

and the Watchkeeper's Log, and I understand that you 

will know what I'm talking about when I use that 

particular phrase? 
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A. Yeah. 

Q. Now, the statements of yours that we will be using 3

today are as follows; as I indicated on Monday, you 

gave a total, I think, of eight statements.  We'll be 

using your witness statement that deals with issues of 

resourcing and deployment, I think you call it the 

sequence of events statement.  That's the statement 

dated 6th November 2025, so it's your second statement.  

And the INQ reference for that statement is 035229.  

Secondly, we will be dealing, again, with your main 

statement, namely the statement dated 11th November 

2025, which has the INQ reference 015715.  That, in 

fact, was your third statement.  And we may also need 

to deal, to a very limited extent, with a statement you 

provided dealing with the Daily Occurrence Book which 

is dated 15th May of this year, INQ 041364 and that is 

your fourth statement.  So, that, I hope, provides 

people with something of a structure for the day.  

There is a lot for us to get through today, Colonel, 

five witnesses and much evidence, so that requires the 

two of us to be efficient in the evidence that I'm 

going to invite you to give.  

So, first of all, can we deal with the issue of British 

Army resources on 15th August 1998.  And I'm going to 

invite you to begin, please, in your 86-page statement, 

so the third statement, at page 29, paragraph 10.1.  
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I'll give you a moment to find that.  There is, I warn 

you, going to be a good dealing of jumping around 

between different statements today.  

A. Yeah, I'm happy, I'm there. 

Q. What was the command structure overseeing military 4

operations in County Tyrone between 1st December '97 

and 15th August '98?" 

A. The area of responsibility was commanded by 8th 

Infantry Brigade and that was commanded by 

Brigadier Simon Young.  The Deputy Commander was 

Colonel Colin Heron, he was actually on that day in 

command because Brigadier Young was on leave.  The 

Commanding Officer of the Omagh area was Lieutenant 

Colonel David James who was Commanding Officer of 1st 

Battalion Queen's Lancashire Regiment.  There were 

other units in and around that area but those are, 

essentially, the key components that we're referring 

to. 

Q. As you told us on Monday, the resident battalion for 5

Omagh was the 1 QLR or the 1 Queen's Lancashire 

Regiment? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Overall, was the objective of 1 QLR over that period of 6

time to conduct CT operations - I'm now at 

paragraph 11.1? 

A. Yes.

Q. So, that would be counter-terrorism operations? 7

A. Correct. 

Q. "To support the RUC in counter-terrorism in order to 8
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assist the RUC in restoring normality".  

A. Correct. 

Q. So, the role of the British Army was to support the 9

RUC.  In achieving those two objectives, which we 

agreed on Monday were intentioned, first of all 

countering violent dissident republican terrorism 

whilst at the same time achieving the restoration of 

what is described as normality? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Next, please, will you go to your sequence of events 10

statement.  So, this is the second statement that you 

gave and it's the statement dated 6th November 2025.  

Sir, if you need me to repeat the INQ numbers as we go 

through this please just let me know.  

A. No, I'm happy. 

Q. So, if I invite you to go to paragraph 12 please? 11

A. Yeah, there. 

Q. And you explain that the Omagh Battalion at the 12

relevant time was seven subunits? 

A. Yeah, so whilst the 1 QLR Battalion itself consisted of 

four, it was augmented to support operations in a 

particularly large area.  So, you have elements of the 

fourth reserve were the Queen's Own Highlanders 

Company, and you also had elements of the Royal Irish 

Home Service Battalions, 4 Royal Irish under command at 

that time of the Commanding Officer of 1 QLR.

Q. At paragraph 13, you tell us what the Daily Occurrence 13

Book explains but before we get to that; what was a 

Daily Occurrence Book in 1998? 
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A. So, the Daily Occurrence Book sits --I suppose, in 

terms of, you have elements of record keeping, daily 

occurrence books traditionally sat into the 

intelligence cells and they were a record of 

intelligence, low-level intelligence-based information, 

not necessarily a verbatim record of every event that 

was taking place but events of note were recorded in 

them in a chronological sequence.  It's an old double 

entry book, used in lots of environments in terms of 

the military from guard rooms to intelligence cells.  

It's a record but not every event would be taking place 

under a Watchkeeper's Log in a different sequence to 

it. 

Q. Right.  So, you've just mentioned Watchkeeper's Log and 14

we're going to be looking at examples of the Daily 

Occurrence Book and the Watchkeeper's Log in due 

course.  You might as well explain, at this stage, what 

the Watchkeeper's Log is, please?  

A. So, in the Ops Room, separate to the Intelligence Cell, 

you'd have a Watchkeeper's Log which was a record of 

all critical events that -- all events that were taking 

place, sort of literally as a patrol left, as a patrol 

returned, any events that happened whilst they were 

away and doing stuff like that would be recorded in 

that.  Slightly different for the Radio Operator's Log 

which would be literally a radio check and a 

communications check, so everything in sort of minute 

detail but of the minutiae rather than the sort of 

critical information.  So, you're trying to tier 
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information in here.  So, you have a System's 

Operations Log, or radio.  You have a watchkeeper 

events that are taking place on the ground and a Daily 

Occurrence Book which is separate and takes place 

probably recorded in a separate room which is all about 

intelligence collection information. 

Q. I'm just going to make sure that I've understood what 15

you've told us there, there was quite a lot of 

information in there.  So, the Daily Occurrence Book is 

kept for a particular purpose which is linked to 

intelligence? 

A. Yeah, low level. 

Q. And you would expect that book in 1998 to have been 16

kept in what location? 

A. In the Intelligence Cell which would be separate from 

the Operations Room. 

Q. So, a completely separate room? 17

A. Yeah, I mean down the corridor, I think, in certain 

many cases. 

Q. We're may be jumping ahead and we will come back to 18

this in due course, but in the Intelligence Cell where 

that book is kept, or you would have expected it to 

have been kept, is that a room in which a soldier or 

soldiers would have been listening to the RUC radio, 

often called the RUC Net? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, that is one location and one type of documentation.  19

Who would you have expected to be, if it was one person 

- and maybe it wasn't - to have been responsible for 
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making entries in the Daily Occurrence Book? 

A. There would have been a duty collator, depending on 

time of day, sequence, this is an enduring 24-hour 

operation, so there would always have been somebody on 

duty, a junior non-commissioned officer, so Lance 

Corporal or Corporal who would have been listening and 

recording information in there.  So, there would have 

been presence in the Intelligence Cell permanently, and 

that would have been augmented during working hours by 

the intelligence officer and the assistant intelligence 

officer and other members of staff within there. 

Q. And the Lance Corporal that you've just described, 20

would you have expected making entries in that Daily 

Occurrence Book to have been their sole job or would 

they have been doing other things alongside that? 

A. It's hard to turn around and say sole, but I think 

keeping that logbook up to date would have been an 

important part of what they were doing.  I can't tell 

you the exact details of what were going on in that 

cell at that time and whether there were other things 

tasked of them. 

Q. We understand that, but it's just helpful to have the 21

benefit of your experience.  We're going to come back 

to this topic in a short time, I hope.  We then have 

the Watchkeeper's Log.  The Watchkeeper's Log is not 

kept within the Intelligence Cell but is kept within 

the Operations Room? 

A. Correct. 

Q. The Watchkeeper's Log, and it might be apparent in the 22
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description, the upkeep of that would be the 

responsibility of what person? 

A. So, a junior officer who would have been -- a junior 

officer or a senior non-commissioned officer, depending 

on the time and place, and what resources were 

available, but it was a person of responsibility.  He 

would have manning the net, the radio net and 

communications systems on behalf of somebody, not 

necessarily in an executive role, but certainly in a 

position of authority.  And they would have kept that 

record as an accurate record of events that were taking 

place at that time. 

Q. And would you expect that to be a running log? 23

A. Yes. 

Q. And, as a result, to be contemporaneous? 24

A. Correct. 

Q. And you said that the person keeping that log would be 25

listening to communications systems; are you talking 

about Army communications systems or police 

communications systems, or both? 

A. I would imagine there would have been a set of radio 

nets they were operating in.  It depends on the scale 

and the size of operations rooms.  The responsibility 

of the record would have been of a net and a radio 

system that he was keeping rather -- and so, sorry the 

radio operator would focus on whichever net they were 

listening to.  The watchkeeper would have been drawing 

on information from other sources of information in 

that area as well. 
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Q. Daily Occurrence Book, Watchkeeper's Log and you 26

mentioned a radio log or I think you gave it a 

different description as well? 

A. Radio Operator's Log, radio log, it's the technical 

detail, this radio was working, this call sign said to 

this call sign check whether the microphone was 

working, et cetera.

Q. So, this would not be a log that you would expect to 27

record narrative detail of a particular event? 

A. Functionality. 

Q. Functionality.  We can, perhaps, park that particular 28

record to one side.  Obviously, we're going to be 

hearing from those who were there on the ground on 15th 

August, and so what you're doing at the moment is 

giving us a summary, at a high level, of what you have 

expected the position to be? 

A. Correct. 

Q. So, that we can understand where to slot your evidence 29

in.  In all events, that was an important departure for 

one moment from what I was asking you about, which was 

the issue of resources on 15th of August.  And I'm in 

your second statement, the 11-page statement of 6th May 

and at paragraph 13.  

So, you State there:  

"On 15th August the Daily Occurrence Book logged call 

signs multiple strength, 12 people, E10A, 12C and 13C 

were on patrol in the Greencastle area."  
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Could you please interpret that for us? 

A. So, this would have been a series of local patrols in 

and around the area, the Echo ones or Alpha platoon 

commander's patrol.  Just by delineation you can pick 

it out.  I think these probably are most likely to be 

base security patrols, because there was no active 

patrolling in and around Town Centre or town of Omagh 

itself because of a threat and the position it was 

occupying.  But would you have had a series of patrols 

around the base checking for mortar attacks and any 

other security or threat risks. 

Q. And it continues:  30

"The C Company, 1 QLR patrol report notes various 

taskings including sighting list, and car trawl report 

in the vicinity of Greencastle conducted on 14th August 

1998."

  

A. Yeah. 

Q. Is there an interpretation you can provide? 31

A. Patrols on the ground would have been collecting 

information on vehicles that they passed and building 

up an intelligence picture of what was -- they would 

have been seeking the sort of identification of what 

was the normal and the presence of the abnormal and 

building up a pattern.  So, this was just a standard 

process of any report patrol on the ground.  They would 

be collecting information all the time.  A car trawl is 

simply walking along this road, what cars were parked 
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there.  Is that the standard thing, does it compare 

against a series of other patrols and similar cars, et 

cetera, or is there something abnormal that's turned up 

which you say is that of interest. 

CHAIRMAN:  Mr. Greaney, just before we move on, could I 

check something with you, Colonel.  You were explaining 

just a moment or two ago about the various patrols 

which were given designations E10, A12C, and 13C.  I 

wasn't just entirely clear if you were explaining that 

they were security patrols likely to be around the base 

or whether they were also in the town?  

THE WITNESS:  I doubt they would have been in the town 

of Omagh itself, Sir, because Omagh Town itself was not 

patrolled.  Most of them would have been -- if they're 

in proximity of the base they would have been base 

security. 

CHAIRMAN:  I think we've picked that up slightly 

incorrectly then in the transcript.  Line 29, we've 

recorded that there was active patrolling in around the 

town, I think that should be.  You think that should 

be...  

THE WITNESS:  There would not have been active 

patrolling in and around the town of Omagh.  Around the 

camp perimeter there would have been patrols for base 

security. 

Q. MR. GREANEY:  To be fair to you, that is what you said 32

the first time around.  So, certainly speaking for 

myself I hadn't understood that, so I want to be clear 

about it.  We see from your statement that there were, 
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over the course of the period from 11th to 15th August 

a number of patrols which, on the face of it, are 

described as being "in Omagh," but is what you are 

saying to us that we should not understand that that 

involved soldiers actually being within the town, that 

they are likely to have been in the Omagh area more 

generally? 

A. Yeah.  I mean, Lisanelly Barracks is in the town so 

there would have been soldiers in the proximity but 

this is not going up and down the High Street, this is 

not a presence that you would feel at that time in 

other locations where you would see soldiers wandering 

through a city centre or a town centre, that wouldn't 

have been taking place in Omagh at that time. 

Q. That's extremely helpful to know, because, as I said, 33

speaking for myself that wasn't apparent.  

So, when we see in your statement that the Daily 

Occurrence Book records that on the morning of 15th 

August 1998, there was one patrol conducted in Omagh by 

1 QLR, it was a ground defence area GDA patrol, we 

should not understand that that involved soldiers, as 

you say, walking down Market Street? 

A. No. 

Q. At the top of page 5, you summarise the patrols that 34

were conducted, as you put it, in and around Omagh 

between 11th and 15th August and I think in total there 

were nine over the course of that period of time.  

Would that have been a reduction in the number of 
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patrols that would have been seen in that area at the 

height of The Troubles? 

A. It's hard to turn around and say there was definitely a 

reposturing at that time but, equally, patrolling -- 

patrolling based on threat rather than patrolling for 

patrolling's sake.  So, in terms of tasking of this, it 

would have been if there was a specific threat or a 

requirement to go somewhere, patrolling would take 

place.  So, if you take out with the local defensive 

patrols within that, those would have been targeted 

areas in order to keep their presence on the grouped, 

responding to areas where there had been previous 

interest or something along those lines.  So, possibly 

- and there was an active principle to remove from 

areas where great inconvenience in city centres, et 

cetera would have taken place.  Not necessarily 

relevant here in Omagh, because I don't think -- from 

my understanding, Omagh was not a place where patrols 

would regularly take place in the town anyway.  So, in 

terms of that rhythm and number, possibly reduced, but 

they're targeted due to threat and direction.  And I 

think there's a difference and I differentiate 

somewhere in between what was the RUC patrolling 

mechanism which was policemen, bobbies on the beat-type 

patrolling.  And what the military were doing, rather 

than patrolling for patrolling's sake, you're 

patrolling for an affect. 

Q. So, I believe I've understood what you've told us but I 35

just want to make sure.  And we're talking about things 
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which are probably more relevant to Chapter 5 but let's 

just set the scene as we were doing on Monday as well.  

Patrolling for the sake of patrolling maybe remained at 

a level which was similar to the level that it had been 

during the course of The Troubles, even during the 

Peace Process in 1997 and 1998?

A. With awareness about where and what disruption, it 

would take place.  I think that was the key bit in 

terms of the overarching direction.  Be cautious about 

how the deliver the effect on the ground to minimise 

inconvenience for people. 

Q. So, that was exactly what I was going to make certain 36

I'd understood next.  So, the level of patrolling for 

its own sake may be constant but the visibility of that 

patrolling and the extent to which it caused 

inconvenience for the civilian population, that was the 

difference that was in play by August 1998? 

A. Yeah, that was definitely the commander's intent from 

GOC Northern Ireland very clear and explicit in terms 

of that.  And that led from how helicopters were used, 

how vehicle patrols were used and just tone.  So, 

effect remains the same, monitor and manage delivery in 

a sympathetic way. 

Q. And the point, I think, you were making was that maybe 37

that wasn't so much of an issue in Omagh but across 

Northern Ireland as a whole that was the scenario that 

was developing over the course of '97/'98? 

A. Yes, correct. 

Q. What I was supposed to be asking you about was 38
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resources and deployment, but that is a helpful 

diversion.  

I am, next, going to turn to the response of the Army 

on 15th August and bear in mind that we're talking, at 

the moment, about the response to the warning calls, 

not the response to the explosion.  

So, were you asked where the nearest bomb detection and 

diffusing capabilities were in Omagh on 15th August?  

A. Yes. 

Q. What was the answer to that question? 39

A. So, there was an Ammunition Technical Officer 

detachment, an ATO team in Lisanelly Barracks. 

Q. And Lisanelly Barracks, now I think decommissioned, at 40

the time it was off the Gortin Road in Omagh? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Which was about a kilometre from the centre of Omagh? 41

A. Correct. 

Q. And so as you told us just a short time ago, very near, 42

indeed, to the centre of Omagh Town.  And was the ATO 

detachment placed on, as it was put, notice to move at 

2:40 p.m. on the 15th? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And why was it placed on notice to move? 43

A. On receipt of the bomb warning, it was an automatic 

reaction for assets that were likely to be in support 

of that and the ATO detachment was the Bomb Disposal 

Render Safe Capability for the whole of Northern 
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Ireland in terms of -- that was the provision, a 

military provision was to deliver that." 

Q. The term "notice to move" would seem to indicate that 44

it doesn't involve immediately moving? 

A. No, it's getting ready to do so.  There's a series of 

graduated responses depending on the timeframe you're 

given, that there's a slightly formulaic -- an 

immediate notice to move would see them sitting with 

all their kit on, the engines running, ready to drive 

out, five minutes, they can stand outside the vehicles 

and, so on, as it decreases down to different stages.  

But, effectively, from that point onwards with a bomb 

warning in that location, their notice to move was 

increased and they were ready to go. 

Q. And you've used the term "immediate notice to move," is 45

that in fact what the ATO detachment was placed on? 

A. From recollection I think so, and if not, I would 

imagine speaking to, and having read the statements 

from Sergeant Modd at the time, that they were, 

effectively, ready to go at immediate notice. 

Q. And as you say in the statement, that had involved 46

getting all equipment ready, the soldiers being dressed 

in the correct equipment and starting the engines of 

their vehicles? 

A. Correct. 

Q. So, bearing in mind they were only kilometre away from 47

the centre of Omagh, they could have been there within 

a very short period of time indeed? 

A. They could have been.  To where was the question. 
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Q. Exactly.  And that's what I'm going to ask you.  48

They'd been placed on notice to move or immediate 

notice to move and were ready to go immediately.  Did 

the ATO detachment ever move prior to the detonation of 

the bomb? 

A. No. 

Q. Why not? 49

A. There was no incident control point set up and there 

was no request from the RUC at that stage for the ATO 

to arrive.  In terms of the sequencing and we'll 

probably get on with that --

Q. We will.  50

A. -- is this idea you were still confirming and clearing 

the situation rather than actually sending somebody in 

to effect a render safe procedure. 

Q. You've just used terms that have technical meaning that 51

we'll get to in one moment.  But you said along the way 

of your answer that there was no request from the RUC 

for the ATO to arrive.  And should we understand from 

that, that the policy or protocol that was in force at 

the relevant time involved the ATO generally deploying 

only following a request from the RUC? 

A. Yes.  I think you probably could expand that to in all 

those locations in terms of on-scene commander having 

the request and sending somebody to it.  They're ready 

for that stage of the operation to take place.  But 

yeah, the RUC were the on-site and they did not request 

for the ATO at that stage, and that was in line with 
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policy. 

Q. And had there been a request, would the ATO have 52

deployed to Omagh? 

A. Yes. 

Q. In 1998 was there a document called "The Northern 53

Ireland Tactical Aide-Memoire?" 

A. Correct. 

Q. Was that often referred to as TAM or T-A-M?54

A. TAM, yeah. 

Q. The TAM.  And you deal with this in that second 55

statement at page 2, but in fact you probably deal with 

it more fully and clearly in the 86-page statement, so 

the third statement, at page 19, so this is 19 of 86.  

A. Yeah. 

Q. So, first of all, what was the TAM? 56

A. The tactical aide-memoire was a series of 

decision-making CRIBs that existed for pretty much most 

events that took place, operations in Northern Ireland.  

It's standard military set of documentation.  This was 

a specific set relating to Operation Banner that had 

been developed over the years and it had various 

annexes, depending on different situations and 

different events in time.  So, it's a helicopter 

checklist in terms of, you know, when you're taking off 

you flick through it so you can follow it and in times 

of pressure, you know, you can follow a set sequence --

Q. Yes.  57

A. -- without having to try and remember automatically 

something. 
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Q. So, it's quite literally a set of aide-memoire? 58

A. Correct. 

Q. Containing documents dealing with a variety of 59

scenarios in bullet points? 

A. Yeah.

Q. So that under pressure you can immediately, if you need 60

to, remind yourself of what is to be done.  And was 

there a section dealing with explosive ordnance 

disposal? 

A. Yeah.

Q. EOD?61

A. Correct.

Q. And what is EOD? 62

A. So, the reaction of that in terms of what is it, an 

explosive ordnance disposal, so that's threat of a bomb 

or something along those lines.  So, anywhere where you 

would consider there to be threat of an explosive 

device, you would be instantly going to that element of 

the TAM. 

Q. Have you produced two versions of the EOD section of 63

the TAM? 

A. Yes. 

Q. One dating back to 1990 which is red in colour? 64

A. Correct. 

Q. And one dating back to 2002 which is white in colour? 65

A. Yeah.  We haven't been able to find the exact one for a 

period of time in the case, but this was an iterative 

document that kept on being refreshed on a regular 

basis.  And I think you can identify that there is a 
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continuity between both those two things that would 

indicate -- 

Q. That's exactly where I'm going.  Let's put those on the 66

screen so that we know what you're talking about.  

Could we have on screen INQ 034848, please.  And page 2 

of that document.  [Short pause].  So, this is the 1990 

iteration, the red version and it's dealing with EOD 

action? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And the part I'm going to draw attention to is:  67

"Immediate response:  Normally an IED incident in an 

urban area (e.g. an explosion, discovery of an IED or 

an accredited warning).  

EOD drill:  Confirm, clear, cordon and control."  

And a little earlier you used the word, I think, 

"confirm," were you using that word in the context of 

this document?

A. Correct. 

Q. Let's jump forward in time and in the document to, I 68

think it's probably page 6, please.  It's the first 

white page.  And the formatting is different, as is the 

font.  But we can see that the content of what I have 

just read out is replicated in the 2002 version? 

A. The four Cs is an enduring principle. 

Q. And the point is that both the 1990 version and the 69

2002 version are essentially the same? 
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A. Correct. 

Q. I'm not going to pretend I've checked every word, but 70

in their essential parts they are identical, are they 

not? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And does that mean that you infer that they both 71

represent the position as it existed in 1998? 

A. Correct. 

Q. So, the drill would have been confirm, clear, cordon 72

and control; could you explain what each of those terms 

means please? 

A. Confirmation is either a visual confirmation or an 

accredited bomb warning that would indicate that 

something is there, let's say -- and then yeah, it's a 

simple as that.  It's quite hard to turn around to 

identify exactly type, scale et cetera within that, so 

the confirmation piece is a relatively broad term 

within it.  But then you're straight away into 

clearing, to create a safe distance from which to 

operate and to keep people safe.  You are then 

establishing a cordon to prevent people entering that 

place.  You then manage and the control and access of 

that area. 

Q. Those are four sequential stages? 73

A. Correct. 

Q. Of those four stages which one of them, if any of them, 74

did the ATOs at Lisanelly reach on 15th August? 

A. The ATOs didn't.  So, the confirmation would have 

been -- in the case of this incident, the confirmation 
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would have been an accredited bomb warning, and from 

that point onwards a point of clearance would have 

taken place to establish from where the accredited bomb 

warning took place, was given, a secure location to 

cordon and then control it.  So, you're very quickly -- 

the assumption is that an accredited bomb warning is 

confirmation.  And as the clearance would have been 

taking place a continued look for something else that 

might have confirmed it.  So, I think you can hear in 

the radio traffic on the RUC Net at the time, it's look 

out for vehicles that are weighed down, a 500lb bomb so 

it would be low in the axles, there would be something 

suspicious about a vehicle, et cetera.  But that would 

have been taking place at the same time as the 

clearance is taken.  You're trying to create a safe 

zone as quickly as possible, and remove people from the 

area of the threat. 

Q. I just want to try and map this onto the events of the 75

15th August.  So, an accredited, as you put it, bomb 

warning is confirmation? 

A. An element of confirmation, yeah, it's all incremental. 

Q. And we know that at 2:29 there was a bomb warning call 76

which contained a recognised codeword, "Martha Pope."  

Was that sufficient for confirmation in accordance with 

the EOD action? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And so, from the point of confirmation, who, on 15th 77

August, held responsibility for clear, who held 

responsibility for cordon and who held responsibility 
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for control? 

A. At that time it would have been the RUC, because they 

were the forces on the ground at the moment conducting 

that operation.  So, the ATO would have been turning up 

to conduct a render safe procedure to deal with an 

identified explosive device.  At that stage, the exact 

location of where this bomb was not given.  So you had 

to work to the last point of confirmation, which was 

the only point of confirmation they had at that stage, 

which was the accredited bomb warning and the location 

that was given, and then creating a safe point from 

that to operate. 

Q. And so, does this take us back to the protocol that 78

existed at the time, as you explained earlier, that 

until you had a request from the RUC to attend, the 

responsibility for these four sequential stages rested 

with the RUC? 

A. Correct.  In fact, the responsibility for those 

probably would not have rested with the ATO at any 

stage.  His job as a technician was to render safe the 

material, the on-site commander or the commander, 

whether that be a soldier or a policeman would still be 

operating to these four Cs. 

Q. And, so, is where the ATOs come in, in particular, at 79

Stage 4, namely control? 

A. No -- yes, but once it was under control they would be 

going forward to render safe procedure.  But the 

control piece is about controlling access to the site, 

controlling, monitoring it, to keep it safe. 
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Q. So, not controlling the device, controlling the 80

environment? 

A. Correct. 

Q. So, in a sense, the ATO comes into the situation after 81

confirm, clear, cordon and control have all been 

achieved? 

A. Yes, it could but could arrive at any point within that 

on request of doing so, but is unlikely to go to a 

point until there is a known, you know, we know exactly 

where the bomb is.  Because, effectively, what you're 

doing at that stage is you are entering the danger zone 

in an unknown area. 

Q. Obviously, we know in the event the ATOs did not deploy 82

because there was no request for them do so.  You will 

appreciate, I'm certain, that the bereaved families and 

survivors are keen to understand what the ATOs could 

have brought to bear had they been deployed to the 

scene before the explosion.  That's perfectly 

understandable that that question is posed.  And are 

you able to put yourself in those shoes and to help us 

with what the ATOs would have done if they had been 

deployed immediately to the scene and had been there 

for a period before the explosion? 

A. I can give you a very broad brush but the technical 

details are probably best coming from an Ammunition 

Technical Officer.

Q. Yes.  83

A. But the essence is that they would have to have a known 

site by which to go into an area in order to render 
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safe.  They would have only approached manually if 

there was a direct threat, an imminent threat to people 

in order -- and the only way they could render safe was 

by approaching into the danger area manually.  So, you 

couldn't evacuate an area, you hadn't been able to 

conduct the clearance and you had to go forward and do 

stuff.  And that's where the bomb suit and approach 

taken place, because at every stage the idea is you're 

not entering the danger area until -- and you're not 

putting a person into the danger area, you're clearing 

from the danger area and then you're doing an approach 

with a technical means, once you identify the location 

of the bomb it provides. 

Q. So, the making a difference in terms of diffusing the 84

device as a matter of ordinary logic is dependent upon 

the location of the device being identified.  And 

you've said to us that in terms of the equipment and 

the techniques available to an ATO, well, that's not 

something that you feel qualified to express a view 

about?

A. No, but there there's no bomb detection material other 

than a visual piece to it.  There was no mechanism by 

which they were going to find something other than 

knowing where it was. 

Q. You've anticipated what I was going to ask you about 85

next, which is that a member of the public might 

imagine that an ATO, they're on the scene, could be 

better equipped either by way of experience or by way 

of equipment to locate the vehicle containing the bomb.  



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

10:39

10:40

10:40

10:40

10:40

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

26

And are you able to express a view about that? 

A. They wouldn't have gone into the area until we've 

actually identified a location.  If you had the ability 

to clear from a point and create a safe zone, then the 

approach would then subsequently, once the safe zone 

has been done, with a technical system, a robot or 

something along those lines, a remote system to 

identify and examine something.  But they would, at no 

stage, be placing a person into the danger area until 

you've identified a single point by which you can act 

upon it, is my understanding of what the ATO drills 

would have been.  Those refinement of that you'd get 

exactly from an expert, a technical expert. 

Q. I've understood that and we will take that evidence in 86

the spirit in which it is intended, and having regard 

to your expertise as you described it on Monday.  But 

insofar as anyone may have the impression that the ATOs 

if deployed, would have brought particular skill or 

equipment to bear in locating the car containing the 

bomb, that is not a realistic proposition? 

A. Correct, it's not realistic at that stage. 

Q. Let's move on with the British Army response on 15th 87

August.  I'm going to invite you to turn to page 47 of 

your main statement, the 86-page statement and 

paragraph 38-1.  

Was military activity in the days leading up to 15th 

August 1998 consistent with the orders under which the 

military was then operating? 
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A. Correct, there were some wider realignment in order to 

deal with what was, I think, probably at that time the 

Apprentice Boys Parade up in Londonderry, from 8th 

Brigade which was the coordinating authority for that 

area.  But, effectively, the operations in and around 

Omagh would have been unaffected with those 

ground-holding troops in that area. 

Q. Did the role of the Army on 15th August continue to be 88

to support the RUC in countering terrorism within the 

RUC northern region in order to assist the RUC in 

restoring normality? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. Let's go next to your second statement, so your 89

sequence of events statement and to paragraph 14.  This 

is the statement of 6th November 2025.  So, 

paragraph 15, page 5.  When was the British Army, 

according to documentation, first made aware of a 

threat to Omagh? 

A. The bomb warning at 14:40 that's recorded in the 

Watchkeeper's Log. 

Q. So, that is the log kept in the Intelligence Cell? 90

A. Yeah. 

Q. And that's the log that we will turn to look at in 91

further detail in due course.  And over the page at 

page 6, does the Daily Occurrence Book -- 

CHAIRMAN:  Sorry, can we be sure about that.  I may 

have made an error in my note keeping earlier, where is 

the Watchkeeper's Log kept?  

THE WITNESS:  In the Operations Room, Sir. 
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Q. MR. GREANEY:  So, I had a misunderstanding.  I had 92

understood you to say - and maybe you'd be reminded of 

the position from your statement - that we were talking 

about two different types of document in two different 

places, first of all the Watchkeeper's Log in the 

Intelligence Cell which was a room separate from the 

Operations Room where the Watchkeeper's Log was kept? 

A. So, we framed it as the first entry that we've seen, so 

what's obviously been picked up in the Intelligence 

Cell is from the RUC Net, they've come down to the Ops 

Room and said, 'This has happened, we have received a 

bomb warning,' and that is then entered into the 

Watchkeeper's Log as the accurate entry.  So, that's 

the first time in the sequence of events that we see it 

written down.  

My understanding, when you then look at it, they've 

picked it up from the RUC Net in the Intelligence Cell.  

So, the record is in the Watchkeeper's Log because it's 

effectively an immediate action, it's a recurring 

action so they'd moved to whoever is on duty, the 

intelligence collator has moved to the Ops Room.  Would 

be my understanding of how that's written and that 

sequence of events, and where the information is 

collected from. 

Q. This will be my fault.  So, let me just see if I can 93

bring some clarity to bear, because I haven't achieved 

that so far.  The Intelligence Cell at Lisanelly 

Barracks, is the Intelligence Cell in a room separate 
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from or together with the Operations Room? 

A. Separate. 

Q. So got we've two separate rooms --94

A. Yeah. 

Q. -- in the building.  And the Daily Occurrence Book, 95

would that be expected to be kept in the Intelligence 

Cell or in the Operations Room? 

A. Intelligence Cell. 

Q. And that the Watchkeeper's Log, in which room would you 96

expect that to be kept? 

A. Operations Room. 

Q. I think, Sir, probably your note was correct but this 97

part of the statement does bear further examination.  

So, what your statement reads is:  

"The British Army was first notified of a threat to 

Omagh as follows:  

1 QLR Watchkeeper's Log denotes notification at 14:40.  

'Bomb warning on RUC' means the Intelligence Cell in 

the 1 QLR Ops Room monitored the RUC radio network and 

picked up this broadcast.  The watchkeeper recorded 

this in the log."  

So, a natural reading of that might indicate that the 

Intelligence Cell was in the Operations Room? 

A. I think this is just as our understanding of the 

events.  So, we've dealt with this as just leading 

through the information that we've got, we haven't 
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actually spoken to anybody in the Watchkeeper's who was 

there at that time. 

Q. Yes.  98

A. So, I think the statement just reflects what we 

understood to be accurate at that moment in time.  The 

actual location of each of these room became more 

evident as more questions were asked about the 

separation between the two of these things. 

Q. I think I'm understanding.  So, we have the soldier in 99

the Intelligence Cell hearing what has happened over 

RUC Net, there is an entry made in the Daily Occurrence 

Book, somehow that information reaches the watchkeeper 

who is in the Operations Room; and have I understood 

that you're suggesting that someone has moved from the 

Intelligence Cell to the Operations Room in order to 

give information to the person in the Operations Room 

to make a record in the Watchkeeper's Log? 

A. Yeah.  My assessment would be they moved first to pass 

the message to the Operations Room and then 

subsequently filled in the Daily Occurrence Book. 

Q. Right.  100

A. Because that's where the control of the operation would 

take place, so that seems a likely sequence of events. 

Q. That makes sense.  But the person hearing that is in 101

the Intelligence Cell, goes to the Operations Room, a 

separate room, and you assess, then come backs and fill 

in the Daily Occurrence Book? 

A. One hopes that would be the natural sequence of events. 

Q. It may be that other witnesses will cast more light but 102
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that, to you, would seem the sensible thing to have 

happened.  

And you observe the entry in the Daily Occurrence Book 

and it says:  

"Held in Ops Room and managed by the Intelligence 

Cell..."  

That probably also represents the understanding at that 

time which has developed? 

A. Correct.

Q. "...also denotes HQ Belfast have received warnings over 103

bombs in several towns province wide, including Omagh.  

The Omagh bomb is believed to be in the area of the 

courthouse, it's believed to be in the region of 550lb.  

It was a Banbridge-type code warning?" 

A. Correct. 

Q. That phrase, "have received warnings over bombs in 104

several towns province wide, including Omagh" is 

obviously one that we will need to look at closely.  

Now, you've already told us about the initial response 

of the ATO and we don't need to go back over that, but 

has there been prepared, at your direction, a timeline 

setting out the events between 2:29 and 3:03 p.m.?  

A. Correct. 

Q. And I'm going to ask that that be placed onto the 105

screen, albeit it has been incorporated into our 
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Electronic Presentation of Evidence.  This is 

INQ 035228.  So, the first page just indicates how the 

document is to be understood.  I'm not going to go all 

the way through that, given the time.  Could we go to 

page 2, please.  An explanation of the terms utilised.  

Page 3, please.  And so, there we see at page 3 an 

indication at 14:40 the bomb warning and the various 

steps taken? 

A. Correct. 

Q. 14:45, further information from the RUC.  "14:50:  QRF 106

ready to deploy," what does that mean? 

A. A quickly action force, so those troops that were held 

at reduced readiness able to respond to an incident.  I 

think in this case it was a multiple, which would then 

incrementally have increased as more troops came 

online. 

Q. Then:  "14:55:  OC C Company in Ops Room," the OC 107

being? 

A. The Company Commander of C Company. 

Q. "Brief given to include bomb warning.  RUC confirm bomb 108

warning with codeword.  15-minute warning, vehicle 

borne IED 500lb not yet located.  Neighbouring CS"?

A. Call signs.  So, this is spreading the information, 

it's cascading the information as widely as possible. 

Q. "Neighbouring call signs informed, RUC do not require 109

military assistance yet."  

A. Correct. 

Q. And so, should we understand this to mean that over 110

that period of time between 14:40 and 14:55 there was 
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dialogue between the Army and the RUC in which the Army 

were seeking information? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And seeking to ascertain whether there was a request 111

for it to deploy to Omagh? 

A. Yeah, I think that's fair. 

Q. Then at "15:00 hrs, C Company and Rover Group."  Rover 112

Group?  

A. The headquarters element of it, so, the Land Rover 

Group, so what would be the command elements of it 

ready to go. 

Q. Getting ready to deploy to assist RUC."  113

And then:  "1503," so the end point of Part 5, "CO"? 

A. The Commanding Officer, David James, is now in the Ops 

Room. 

Q. By that stage he had reached the Ops Room himself? 114

A. Correct. 

Q. Then if we go over the page, we can see that pages 4 115

and following deal with the explosion and the 

subsequent actions of the British Army to go to the 

scene in order to provide assistance? 

A. Correct. 

Q. We can take that from the screen please.  Along with 116

the steps that were taken to place the quick reaction 

force on immediate standby, is it your understanding 

that soldiers within the Operations Room immediately 

tasked a Gazelle helicopter to fly over the town? 

A. Yes. 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

10:53

10:53

10:53

10:54

10:54

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

34

Q. And was that done in fact in order to ascertain the 117

seat of the explosion once that had happened? 

A. I think the tasking initiated originally to support the 

operation as it's developing and by the time it arrives 

on scene the explosion has gone off and then we have a 

series of events where they're trying to seek 

confirmation of where the location is and I think 

illustrates the difference between where it was 

reported and where it actually went off. 

Q. So, your understanding is that alongside the other 118

steps to get people ready to deploy immediately, a 

helicopter was deployed to the area and as it arrived 

the explosion actually took place? 

A. Yeah.  So, effectively the Army is, at this stage, 

teeing up as many resources as they can to help and 

waiting for a point by which they can enter the 

situation helpfully.  And I think the only thing which 

I would add to that sequence is this idea that arriving 

too early or in a developing situation without knowing 

where the command points are, where the control 

locations have been established, not necessarily 

helpful. 

Q. In a moment we'll turn to the Daily Occurrence Book and 119

associated materials.  Is there any indication or any 

other information that was passed to the British Army 

from the RUC, the media or the public or any other 

source about the threat to Omagh between 14:29 and 

15:03? 

A. No. 
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Q. And on your assessment, is there anything to indicate 120

that the initial reaction of the British Army was other 

than in accordance with the policies and procedures 

that existed at the time? 

A. Nothing, it was exactly in line with the policies and 

procedures. 

Q. Now, the balance of the second statement that you gave 121

deals with the actions of the Army after the explosion 

had taken place, which is outside the scope of the part 

that we're currently considering but we have your 

statement dealing with those events and I won't be 

asking you about them today.  

What I want do next is to turn to the Daily Occurrence 

Book and then associated materials that we have in fact 

more than touched upon already.  And I'm going to ask 

that we have on the screen, please, INQ 034854, this is 

the Daily Occurrence Book.  INQ 034854, page 2 please.  

So, we can see what the book looks like, it's a hard 

copy book.  

A. Correct. 

Q. And in the top left-hand corner we can see the date 122

that it covers from 3rd July 1998 to 17th October 1998? 

A. Correct. 

Q. So, a period covering the Omagh bombing.  And it is the 123

Daily Occurrence Book for 1 QLR and the 4th Royal 

Irish? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Could we go next please to page 4 of the INQ.  This is 124
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page 89 of the book itself.  And we'll first of all 

just understand what the columns are.  The serial 

number, is that describing a person or just the entry 

number? 

A. An entry number. 

Q. The date and time is self-explanatory, as is "reported 125

by," that, presumably, is the person who is making the 

entry or the source of the entry? 

A. Correct. 

Q. The details of the occurrence, so a narrative 126

description of what is thought to be worth noting is 

provided? 

A. Correct. 

Q. The action that is taken, if action has been taken? 127

A. Correct. 

Q. Then the signature of the duty NCO or duty RPO, what 128

does that tell us? 

A. So, the signature of the people -- the RPO is an 

indication that this is a book that would take place, 

operate in a guard room, so it would be a regimental 

policeman, a duty soldier in a normal barrack 

situation.  It's a utilitarian book. 

Q. And then the final column is cut off slightly, 129

unfortunately.

"Initial [something] OC and supervision."  

Is that a column that provides a more senior officer 

with an opportunity to make their contribution? 
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A. Correct. 

Q. Serial No.379 is something which is -- well it looks 130

like it is sellotaped into the book? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And it's from 122 Intelligence Brigade and you do 131

explain what that is in your main statement, could you 

summarise that in a couple of sentences please? 

A. So, that's a generic threat message that has come out 

from I think 122 Intelligence Section from 8 Brigade, 

so it's the intelligence section in support of 8 

Brigade, and it's a threat message relating to 

potential incendiary devices to be used. 

Q. And we can see exactly what it says:  "Threat message, 132

14th August..."  so the day before the bombing.  

"...1998 at 1250 hrs.  32 CS movement."  

So 32 County Sovereignty Movement, the political wing 

reputed of the Real IRA.  "Incendiary attack."  "INT," 

intelligence, presumably? 

A. Yes. 

Q. "INT indicates that a dissident republican group is in 133

possession of a supply of incendiary devices for use 

against commercial targets in Northern Ireland."  

I suspect you've answered my next question over the 

course of what you've just said, but should we 

understand that this was being recorded in this book 

because it was a threat specific to Omagh, or was it a 

threat that was more general to Northern Ireland? 
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A. No, this is generic threat message that goes out and 

indicates the state of a dissident republican threat 

continuing, that we spoke about on Monday. 

Q. Indeed, have you seen this very entry in other places 134

relating to other geographical locations? 

A. Yeah.  So, there is another Daily Occurrence Book entry 

which is from, I believe, the Intelligence Cell in 

Strabane which has the same, it's a slightly different 

format, it's handwritten into the book but effectively 

it's the same message at the same time. 

Q. Now, page 6 next, please.  We're going to look at 135

serial 386.  Could you enlarge that please?  So, just 

the bottom quarter of the page.  Thank you very much.  

So 386, "15th August 1998, 1440 hrs, RUC Net," so 

that's the RUC radio system? 

A. Correct. 

Q. "...overheard on RUC Net RUC HQ Belfast have received 136

warnings over bombs in several towns province wide, 

including Omagh.  The Omagh bomb is believed to be in 

the area of the courthouse.  It's believed to be in the 

region of 500lb, it was a Banbridge-type codeword 

warning."  

And I'm sure you will find it easy to understand why 

that is of interest and indeed concern to certainly 

some, if not many, Core Participants?  

A. Yes. 

Q. And it's the reference in particular, to "warnings over 137

bombs to several towns province wide."  And there are 
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obviously, a number of potential explanations for that; 

one is that the person who has recorded it has 

accurately recorded something that he heard over the 

radio, namely, that there were warnings relating to 

devices not just in Omagh but in several towns.  That 

is one possibility.  Another possibility is that the 

soldier has overheard a message of several warnings but 

relating to a single bomb in a single town, namely 

Omagh, and he has misunderstood and there may be other 

explanations as well.  Have I made myself clear so far 

at least? 

A. Yeah, and I think the imminent nature, the proximity of 

or the location of the Ops Room and having to, I would 

imagine an imminent threat, hearing a message, going to 

the Ops Room, briefing the Ops Room, returning, that's 

taken a couple of minutes to write an entry into that 

logbook, so one would hope that the sequence was as 

such.  I think have a separation in which events can, 

et cetera, change an interpretation quite easily I 

think. 

Q. So, I believe what you're saying to us is that your 138

assessment and obviously you weren't there on the 

day --

A. No. 

Q. -- and you're just bringing your expertise to bear, 139

your assessment is that what in fact has happened here 

is that the soldier has overheard a message about three 

warning calls, all about a bomb in Omagh and in the 

time it's taken to pass that information on, some form 
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of misunderstanding has developed? 

A. Yeah, I think so.  I think that's the most credible 

explanation. 

Q. I mean, have you seen evidence anywhere else of there 140

being warnings on 15th August about bombs in any town 

apart from Omagh? 

A. No, and we've checked every source available that we 

have, every intelligence report, everything in terms of 

any of the other brigades or issues around Northern 

Ireland at that time and there's no other evidence that 

would support other locations being identified at that 

particular moment in time. 

Q. And has that formed part of your assessment that what 141

we are reading here is a mistake as opposed to being an 

accurate record of something that was passed over the 

RUC Net? 

A. Yeah, and this is human friction at a point of high 

tension. 

Q. I just want to understand a little bit more about, not 142

the narrative but the form of this message.  So, the 

entry was made by Lance Corporal Thompson from whom I 

believe we'll hear on 8th October which is I think next 

Thursday, and he will no doubt, help us in relation to 

this.  "123 Int informed," and that's the 123 

Intelligence Section and what was that at the time? 

A. I think that probably might be 122, it depends on where 

it is.  I can't remember if it was transposed from the 

previous one.  That would have been their immediate 

sequence.  So the Intelligence Cell would be reporting 
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up to the Brigade Intelligence Cell in a separate line, 

and that's what they're doing, they're sharing that 

information. 

Q. So "watchkeeper informed," and we're going to keep a 143

look at the Watchkeeper's Log in a moment.  That is the 

person in the Ops Room? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And the watchkeeper at the time was an officer, 144

Captain Peebles from whom we'll hear later on today.  

"Warrant Officer 2 Brisco informed"? 

A. He was the Assistant Intelligence Officer, sometimes 

referred to as the A10, just as an abbreviation. 

Q. "IO," so intelligence officer informed? 145

A. Correct. 

Q. And the intelligence officer at the time was 146

Captain Hodgson from whom again we will hear.  

"Corporal Mitchell aware"? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. "RUC now checking," perhaps, "now checked and securing 147

area," is that how you read it? 

A. Yeah, I think so.  I think that's an explanation of the 

clearance and the four Cs taking place. 

Q. And then underneath that it appears to be written, 148

possibly in a different handwriting, "ETB?" 

A. East Tyrone Battalion, a set of information for 

another -- a roulement battalion that would have been 

working out of Dungannon, so in the same area but 

they're sharing information and they're probably 

passing it to their intelligence cells. 
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Q. Under neither that, "Armagh?" 149

A. Yeah, another military location, and the same at 

Cookstown would be my assessment of what that 

abbreviation is.  They're all outstations and military 

locations. 

Q. And the "C'Town" being Cookstown, as you've just told 150

us.  Well, thank you for doing what you can in relation 

to that entry.  Just before we leave the document, I 

would want to note two other serials.  

So 387, timed at 1505 hrs perhaps.  

"Lance Corporal Thompson, duty collator" has noted that 

"a large bomb exploded, location unknown"?

 

A. Correct.  I think that probably accounts for why some 

of the other information on the right-hand side is sort 

of curtailed at that point, overtaken by events. 

Q. What I want to go to next is the entry which is just 151

above 386, which is 385.  And I just want to note, I 

don't know to what extent you will be able to help or 

not help.  15th August 1998, there is then a time 

given, which difficult to discern, perhaps, whether 

it's 1321 hrs or 1521 hrs? 

A. Yeah.  I mean I think, given a sequence of things, I 

think that's a biro on a page creating 13:21 which 

could easily be transposed.  Having looked at this, I 

think what's happened is, this is a pretty standard set 

of messages and he followed through in the rest of the 
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Daily Occurrence Book about sightings of people of 

known interest that have come through from VENGEFUL, 

and it has not necessarily been completed all the way 

through, something has stopped whoever is entering, I 

think it's probably Corporal Thompson's writing on the 

left-hand side and the events -- as it was being 

collated, what you had was the bomb warning that has 

come in.  It's then been paused whilst that's happened 

and then somebody has then subsequently gone, okay we 

need to update and infill that report.  And they've 

read across and I can easily see the transposition 

between 13:21 and 15:21 if somebody is just filling 

this in subsequently.  And I think that's created 

anomaly that sits in here.  But I think that's just the 

friction of handwritten notes and a biro. 

Q. So, we see that the time is given, I'm not going to 152

read through it, the actual entry is irrelevant.  We 

know what VENGEFUL is from your evidence earlier in the 

week.  This is information that has come from VENGEFUL 

and that has been inputted into the Daily Occurrence 

Book.  And we see the time is given in three locations, 

the second column in, 13:21 or 15:21, and then in the 

body of the text we see in the first line the time is 

given, again 13 or 15:21.  And then the penultimate 

line, again, the time is given which different people 

perhaps could have different ways -- 

A. That's a different date, though.  

Q. That's a later date?153

A. That's an earlier date.  It's turned around saying --
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Q. You're quite right.154

A. -- it's an intelligence tracking of on individual. 

Q. You're quite right, Colonel.  So, it appears in those 155

two locations, the first line and also in the second 

column.  So, there are obviously a number of 

explanations for this.  One is that it is 13:21 and it 

fits the chronology because it comes before the bomb 

warning and the bomb explosion.  If it is 15:21, then a 

gap has been left for it to be made for some reason, or 

the entries are not contemporaneous.  And I just want 

to understand what you believe has happened.  Your 

assessment is that the entry has started to be written 

as the bomb warning has come in, has been paused.  The 

bomb warning has been written lower down to leave a 

gap, is this what you are postulating, and has then 

been completed at some later stage? 

A. Correct. 

CHAIRMAN:  Can I just be clear as to how you're reading 

this, Colonel MacMullen.  There are different columns, 

of course, there's the date and time column and details 

of occurrence column. 

THE WITNESS:  Correct, yes, Sir. 

CHAIRMAN:  In the date and time column there's some 

entry in blue pen. 

THE WITNESS:  Yeah. 

CHAIRMAN:  And then in the details of occurrence 

there's entry in black pen. 

THE WITNESS:  Yeah, I think a separate person has dealt 

with that. 
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CHAIRMAN:  Yeah.  And how are you reading the date in 

the detail of occurrence section?  15th August?  

THE WITNESS:  15th August '98 and 1521 hrs. 

CHAIRMAN:  15:21. 

THE WITNESS:  Yeah, that I'm reading -- sorry, on the 

date and time, so in blue I'm reading -- 

CHAIRMAN:  No, in the black?  

THE WITNESS:  In black I am read that go 15 August '98 

at 15:21.  Looking at that, I believe that's just a 

transposition error of the blue writing, just -- 

CHAIRMAN:  You mean somebody has seen the blue writing 

when they came to enter the details of occurrence 

section and read it as 15:21?  

THE WITNESS:  Absolutely. 

CHAIRMAN:  Thank you. 

Q. MR. GREANEY:  So you told us earlier that the 156

expectation is that this document would be 

contemporaneous? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And so chronological in order.  And it will be 157

chronological if the entry 385 in the second column is 

timed at 13:21 because 13:21 is obviously before 14:40.  

I just want to make sure that I'm clear, because if I'm 

not others may not be, but what you are postulating is 

that the person with the blue pen has written "385" in 

the first column, has written "15 August '98 and 

1321 hrs" in the second column? 

A. Yes.

Q. That as that is happening, the bomb warning is coming 158
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in or comes in shortly afterwards or at any rate before 

the entry is completed? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. It then becomes more important to complete the entry 159

relating to the bomb warning than to finish off the 

entry relating to the VENGEFUL --

A. Correct. 

Q. -- sighting.  That a gap is left for the VENGEFUL 160

sighting to be entered at a later stage? 

A. Correct. 

Q. The bomb warning entry is made at 14:40 and at some 161

later stage someone has come back to complete the 

VENGEFUL entry at that stage they have made a mistake 

and they have read 13:21 in blue handwriting as 15:21 

which is then written in black in the body of the text? 

A. Yeah.  And I think the style of the book itself has an 

important part to play in this.  Whereas the Daily 

Occurrence Book, there is an element in this context, 

the Intelligence Cell, that it's been used as basic 

intelligence analysis.  So, that VENGEFUL report would 

have come in.  There would then have been a check where 

was that individual previously sighted, and you can see 

the comment made, which is comment/element of very low 

level assessments of is there anything different about 

this person being there?  So this isn't -- it's not an 

entry or a book that the style would be an 

instantaneous response and information put into it, 

it's somewhere where you're building up an intelligence 

picture on it.  The instantaneous response and 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

11:15

11:15

11:16

11:16

11:16

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

47

recording of stuff sits separately in the Watchkeeper's 

Log. 

CHAIRMAN:  What I'm not immediately understanding I 

think, Colonel, is why the VENGEFUL entry at 13:21 

would be broken off by anything that occurs more than 

an hour later?  

THE WITNESS:  I think, as I said Sir, I think VENGEFUL 

entry would have come in, there would have been an 

element of analysis that had to take place within that.  

So, they would have had entry.  They would have gone, 

'When have we seen Patrick Nugent before and this 

vehicle?'  And they would have been searching through a 

database in order to find that information.  So, I 

don't believe that this information had arrived and it 

would have been instantaneously put into the book.  

There would have been some work done to deliver the 

analysis which is the comment section of that.  And 

that follows, if you look back through the book, in 

terms of the type of information that takes place in 

the Daily Occurrence Book.  It's stylistic and the use 

of the book.  I think that's why there's a gap in time. 

Q. MR. GREANEY:  Let me see if I can just draw this into a 162

set of propositions so that your position can be 

understood by everybody.  

What is happening at 1321 hrs is not the entry being 

made, but 13:21 is the event occurring? 

A. Yeah.  It might be the entry, I can't tell, but I mean 

I think from the way that reads it looks as though 
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that's when the sighting took place and that's how it's 

ben entered into it.  It could have taken place 

simultaneously, I'm not so sure. 

Q. But on your hypothesis, at 13:21 the event is taking 163

place.  The event is then the subject of degree of 

analysis or investigation? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, that the actual entry starts to be made at a time 164

after 13:21 and nearer to 1440 hrs? 

A. I think that's highly likely. 

Q. And that's because 13:21 is the time of the event, not 165

the time of the entry.  As that is starting to be done, 

the information about the warning call is passed, that 

is the priority, the gap is left for this to be filled 

in, in later, and priority is then to fill in the 

information about the warning calls? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Someone then goes back later and writes the narrative 166

out and transposes 13:21 to 15:21? 

A. Correct. 

Q. So, I think have I now understood your position 167

correctly? 

A. Yeah, exactly that. 

Q. Which is your assessment based not on experience at the 168

time but based upon your review of all of the materials 

and your understanding of how these things tend to 

work? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Now, next and connectedly can we turn to the 169
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Watchkeeper's Log, please.  And to INQ 034853.  And 

page 2 of that document please.  Can we enlarge page 2 

so that we can read the text please?  So, again, this 

is not the relevant page but it will help us to 

understand.  Log sheet, security classification.  

Formation Unit 1 QLR, the log keeper's rank and name 

given.  The date here, 13th August 1998.  And then the 

sheet number is given? 

A. Correct.

Q. This is marked to be sheet No.1.  We then have serial 170

which again is that the entry number? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. The time is given, there is then a column "to," what 171

does that mean? 

A. Who the information is being passed to and at that 

stage it's this is logging on the information rather 

than a location. 

Q. "From," who the information has come from? 172

A. Yeah. 

Q. And there is then a column which is headed "event," and 173

is that the place that you would provide some narrative 

detail of what information is being passed from X to Y? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And then a column "for action"?174

A. Yeah.

Q. And a column for the initials of the person making the 175

entry? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Could we go next to page 9, please.  If we can leave it 176
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like that actually.  We can see this is a page relating 

to 14th August? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And it comes to an end with entry 023 at 11:00 p.m. 177

precisely? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And we can see that the person who is keeping the log 178

has started the entry the next day at 001 and has then 

thought better of it, is that correct? 

A. Correct, yeah, new page.

Q. And thinks new day, start on a new page? 179

A. Correct.

Q. That's what that would be consistent with? 180

A. Yes. 

Q. Can we go to page 10 please next and enlarge it?  We 181

can see that at entry No.1, this is page No.1, we can 

see that serial one at 2 o'clock in the morning, Colour 

Sergeant McLeaney? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. He has initially been the log keeper and he has made an 182

entry then entry No.2 at 8:00 in the morning perhaps as 

a new shift starts, Captain Peebles, "TO"? 

A. Takes over watchkeeper duties. 

MR. GREANEY:  So, at that stage we know that 

Captain Peebles is the watchkeeper. 

CHAIRMAN:  Mr. Greaney, can I just ask you, before we 

go any further, just how you think we're doing for 

time?  It's already getting on for 11:30?  

MR. GREANEY:  Yes.  We're going a little slower than I 
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had hoped we would go, Sir, yes.  

CHAIRMAN:  Should we break at this stage or later?  

MR. GREANEY:  It might be sensible to take a break at 

this stage because we are coming on to the detail of 

this.  So if we could have a 15-minute break please. 

CHAIRMAN:  Yes.  

THE INQUIRY ADJOURNED BRIEFLY AND RESUMED AS FOLLOWS:

 

CHAIRMAN:  Mr. Greaney. 

MR. GREANEY:  Thank you, very much, Sir.  

COLONEL PETER MacMULLEN WAS CONTINUED TO BE QUESTIONED 

BY MR. GREANEY AS FOLLOWS:

Q. MR. GREANEY:  So, just to recap where we'd reached.  We 183

were looking at the Watchkeeper's Log for 15th August? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. So, this is the log that is maintained in the 184

Operations Room? 

A. Correct. 

Q. A room separate, as you now understand from the 185

Intelligence Cell.  We had observed that at 8:00 a.m. 

that day, Colour Sergeant McLeaney had ceased to be the 

watchkeeper and that role had been assumed by 

Captain Peebles? 

A. Correct. 

Q. We see that from entry No.2.  So, I'm going to simply 186

turn next to page 11, please, so the following page.  
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And this is sheet No.2.  And could we enlarge, please, 

entry 13.  It should say, serial 13.  And so, this is 

an entry which is timed at 1440 hrs.  So the same time 

as the principal entry that we were scrutinising in the 

Daily Occurrence Book? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. In which the bomb warning relating to province wide was 187

recorded.  And here the entry reads, "bomb warning on 

RUC," and that final word is difficult to read but? 

A. "Means." 

Q. "Means," that's what we thought.  And does that have 188

some technical meaning? 

A. It's, you know, whatever their system that they're 

using, it's referring to RUC radio net. 

Q. So far so consistent, this entry is shorter than the 189

entry in the Daily Occurrence Book.  And it isn't 

specifying a threat to a number of towns but it 

records, in general terms, the information "bomb 

warning on RUC means," okay? 

A. Correct. 

Q. As I have said so far so consistent and so far so good.  190

But we need to turn to page 12 next, because this is 

where an issue develops that we need to have a better 

understanding of, I hope, by the end of today.  And 

could you go to...  yes, here we are.  Could you 

enlarge the top third of that page, please?  We need 

the sheet number and date in as well, please.  So, just 

starting a little higher up.  I said this is where an 

issue develops and I just want to be clear about what I 
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mean in relation to that.  

So, first of all, this is an entry which is still 

relating to 15th August, do you agree? 

A. Correct, yes. 

Q. And in the top right-hand corner we can see that in 191

sheet number, the final digit, well it may appear as if 

3 has been overwritten another number? 

A. Possibly, yeah. 

Q. Well, let's look at page 13 so that you can better 192

understand why I've made that situation.  Obviously, I 

don't know for certain, I wasn't there, but it may be 

thought that there has been some overwriting.  So, if 

you can just enlarge the very top of that page, please.  

And maybe the evidence is starting to develop that 

there has been overwriting, does that look to you as if 

a "4" has been overwritten with probably a "2"? 

A. Correct. 

Q. We see this as we go through the document, but we'll 193

look at just another page, page 14, and then we'll go 

back to page 12.  And that may look as if a 3 has been 

converted to a 5? 

A. Yeah, I think that's fair. 

Q. So let's just go back to page 12.  Enlarge that same 194

part.  [Short pause].  Now we've looked at those three 

pages it looks as if midway through 15th August, at one 

stage at least, a decision has been made to mark a 

sheet which would naturally have been sheet 3 as 

sheet 1, so effectively a new log is being created? 
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A. Yeah.  I think this is an element of reacting to a 

major incident and then just creating a sequence that 

followings through naturally from that. 

Q. You've probably jumped quite a long way, way ahead.  195

But I think it's not unhelpful.  I think what you're 

suggesting to us is that what is happening at this 

stage is that there is being created are a fresh log 

which is dedicated to one topic, because that topic is 

so important, namely the fact that there has been a 

bomb warning and then a detonation within Omagh? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And what I'm going to do is to look with you, whether 196

there is evidence to support that proposition as we go 

through this.  And it's going to take a little bit of 

time, but we need to deal with this painstakingly.  

Just looking from the sheet numbers, it looks as if a 

decision has been made for a reason, one would expect, 

to restart the log on 15th August.  And when we look at 

where it has been restarted, and when we look at the 

serial there is further support for the proposition 

that a new log has been created because we have not 

serial 14, as I think would naturally follow but we 

have serial 1? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And the time that is given is that time again 14:40, to 197

the Ops Room from INT, again, intelligence? 

A. Correct. 

Q. "RUC have received a bomb warning in Omagh Town."  198

Okay? 
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A. Correct. 

Q. So, the event that is now being recorded in serial 1 is 199

not precisely what has been recorded in serial 13, 

which is bomb warning in general terms, it is now being 

specified in the narrative "RUC have received a bomb 

warning," and the added information is that it is in 

Omagh Town; does that make sense? 

A. Yes, it does. 

Q. I'm going to explain in a minute the issue that seems 200

to arrive out of this that you need to help us with.  

And the action that is given is, does that mean "ground 

Quick Reaction Force stood to"? 

A. Yeah.  Guard Quick Reaction Force. 

Q. Guard reaction force.  And then "OMA OOB"? 201

A. Omagh, out of bounds. 

Q. We're going to see, when we come on to look at what may 202

be a carbon copy of this page, that those words "OMA 

OOB" have been added after the carbon copy has been 

removed.  And do you have any idea of why that might 

be? 

A. No.  There's probably an element of recollection and 

stuff being put in there subsequently to try and 

counter what actions took place each time.  So, I think 

this is probably Captain Peebles trying to identify, in 

the heat of the moment, what were the other actions 

that took place at a certain time, I remember one of 

those things was that Omagh was put out of bounds.  

Okay.  Does this go in initially?  And he subsequently 

put it in.  I think he will be able to address the 
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sequencing a little better. 

Q. Absolutely, but that seems to you to be a sensible 203

explanation, that subsequently he has recalled that 

Omagh was made out of bounds and so he has jotted that 

down on the top sheet once the underlying sheet has 

been taken out.  That's helpful.  Thank you.  

"OC," officer commanding?  

A. Yes.

Q. "C Company informed."  Can you make sense of after 204

"informed?" 

A. No. 

Q. Is the final line, "brigade informed?" 205

A. Correct. 

Q. Let me express what is a concern that I believe is 206

experienced by some, which is, we have in the Daily 

Occurrence Book a reference to warnings relating to a 

number of locations, not just to Omagh.  And we've 

looked at that already and you've given your 

explanation.  We then have the first entry at 14:40 in 

the Watchkeeper's Log which refers to a bomb warning 

and doesn't specify a particular location or locations.  

Is this making sense so far, yeah? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Then once the log is restarted, the first entry relates 207

to the same time, 14:40, but now, in distinction from 

the entry made in the Daily Occurrence Book, the 

warning is stated to have been a warning in relation to 

Omagh with no reference to any other locations, okay.  
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So I hope this line of reasoning -- 

A. Yeah, I follow the logic, yeah. 

Q. And you've already given your explanation for the Daily 208

Occurrence Book, namely that the search of all of the 

records have provided no support for the proposition 

that there were warnings relating to any other town 

other than Omagh on 15th August.  So, you think that a 

mistake has been made in the heat of the moment? 

A. Fair. 

Q. But the concern that arises out of the sequence that I 209

have just described to you is this, I think and please 

don't understand I am adopting it, I'm putting this to 

you so that we can explore it.  The options - and I'm 

going to provide two which appear stark, there are 

others, they can be explored - but the options are, 

well, one, is that history is being rewritten to 

indicate that bomb warnings which related to a number 

of towns related just to Omagh Town, so that would be 

the sinister explanation.  Another explanation may be 

that Captain Peebles, recognising that something 

enormous has happened, simply started a fresh log, 

okay.  So can you understand why I postulate those two 

possibilities? 

A. Yeah, I can see the flow of logic that would take you 

to both. 

Q. And you might describe that second possibility as the 210

administrative possibility.  So, we have the sinister 

possibility and the administrative possibility.  So, 

in --
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A. I think you can throw a third in there, which is just 

there's an operational focus that this is the 

watchkeeper focusing on operations in Omagh.  So, you 

could take it to another point which is a bomb warning 

somewhere else is of little or no relevance to this 

operation and this Operations Room and they're focusing 

as well, which I think is an element of decision-making 

that could have taken place as well. 

Q. I don't think you're describing anything very different 211

from my administrative possibility.  

A. No.

Q. So, that is to say that Captain Peebles is identifying 212

a good reason why there needs to be a new and separate 

log dealing with this situation? 

A. Correct. 

Q. So, I've described it as the administrative 213

possibility, you're describing it as the operational 

reality but we're talking about the two possibilities.  

So, we need to see whether you can help us in 

identifying which of those two possibilities is 

correct.  And the first thing I just want to confirm 

through you is that, obviously, we have been looking at 

a single document which contains both of the entries 

relating to 14:40, okay?  And so, the 14:40 entry that 

refers to bomb warning and 14:40 entry on the new log 

relating to bomb warning to Omagh Town.  So, a single 

document that contains both.  And can you confirm that 

that document which contains both of those two things 

was provided by the Ministry of Defence as an 
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attachment to your corporate witness statement? 

A. Correct, yes. 

Q. So, if there is a sinister explanation for this, it 214

would follow that the Army has retained the document 

that contains the evidence of it and that the MoD has 

provided it to the Inquiry through you? 

A. Yeah, we've given all variations of this. 

Q. Yes.  215

A. The other thing I'd probably note at this stage is, 

this isn't evidential, this is not a policeman's 

notebook in this whole process, this is a record of 

actions that are taking place in an Operations Room at 

the heat of a moment.  So, there are other points of 

friction to add into this and we're not -- I think, 

sometimes in a context like this there's a perception 

that this is a record that is utterly infallible.  

Human factors and a bomb going off are playing in this 

whole process. 

Q. So, point 1 is that this was retained and handed over 216

to the Inquiry.  Point 2 is that you're describing a 

situation of high tension where people are making 

decisions under pressure and perfect record keeping 

isn't necessarily to be expected? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Or realistically to be expected? 217

A. I think so. 

Q. So, the third thing I just want us to focus on is, can 218

you just focus with me for a moment on where the text 

appears within the relevant boxes here because we're 
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going to compare and contrast it with something else 

that we're going to be looking at.  

So, restricted an incident appears very much within the 

lines of the, I said box, it's rectangle, do you agree?  

Log keeper Captain Peebles well within the box, the 

date and sheet number within the box.  And we see this 

as we go through that page; do you agree with me?  

A. Yes. 

Q. I'm going to ask that it would be good if we could put 219

the screen and compare and contrast but we can't, so 

let's just retain a memory of what we're looking at 

there and go to a document which is INQ 013164 please.  

The first thing to note, can you see, is that someone 

has written along the top of that, "Omagh Town bomb log 

file."  And would that indicate that someone at least 

thought that this was a log sheet which was focused 

upon what occurred in Omagh on 15th August? 

A. Yes. 

Q. As opposed to a more general Watchkeeper's Log dealing 220

with any number of incidents? 

A. I imagine it's been extracted for a file. 

Q. And I want to consider with you what this may be.  The 221

handwriting, in many respects, with some additions that 

we'll look at with Captain Peebles, including "Omagh 

out of bounds" but taking those out, the text is 

identical to the text in the other version that we 

looked at? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. And what would you understand this to be? 222

A. My assumption, this is the flimsy copy, the log sheets 

were carbon copies, there is a second - I can't 

remember how many there were, but it's certainly the 

subsequent -- it's the impression copy on the carbon 

copy, and my assumption is that this was taken and 

extracted into a file that was kept or prepared for the 

actual incident itself.  So, somebody has removed it 

from the log sheet pile and put it into a separate 

thing, hence the copy element of it. 

Q. So, I don't know whether such a thing even exists any 223

more, but during the 1990s when photocopiers existed 

they would have no doubt been extremely expensive, a 

common way of achieving a copy of a document was to 

have a top sheet, a piece of carbon paper and then 

another sheet underneath so that what was written on 

the top sheet would be replicated on the bottom sheet? 

A. So, from recollection, there wasn't necessarily a need 

for a carbon piece on these things, it did it 

automatically and under each sheet, however many down, 

there was a piece of cardboard that was inserted in 

order to prevent it going all the way through the 

notebook. 

Q. I'm not going to explore with you how technically that 224

was achieved, but this was a system whereby one would 

write on the top piece of paper and a copy or copies 

would be created underneath that top page? 

A. Yes.

Q. Although perhaps more faintly written than on the top 225
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page? 

A. Correct.

Q. And is that what we appear to see here, that it is more 226

faintly written? 

A. Yes.

Q. So that's one thing that is indicating that this may be 227

the kind of carbon copy that you believe it was.  And 

I'd invited you earlier to look at the way in which the 

writing was within the boxes.  And we saw on the copy 

we were looking at that it was well within the boxes 

and not crossing over the lines, and do we see 

something different here? 

A. Yeah.  This is indicative of another sheet slipping 

slightly underneath.

Q. And is that the kind of thing which did happen in those 228

days? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you have a high degree of confidence that this is a 229

carbon copy of the top sheet that we looked at? 

A. Yes. 

CHAIRMAN:  It pretty much tells us that at the time, 

doesn't it, Colonel, although it says carbonless, it 

says:  

"Note:  Carbonless.  Do not use carbon, insert backing 

plate."  

So, it's as you were describing.  It's not a copy 

system using carbon inserts, it's simply a plate at the 
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back and the pages themselves are capable of being 

imprinted onto it.

THE WITNESS:  Correct, Sir.  

Q. MR. GREANEY:  Sorry, Sir, that's been staring me in the 230

face and I hadn't noticed it.  You have, to say the 

least, a very high degree of confidence that this is 

what you described to us earlier? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Can we see, now we look at it, that not only has 231

Captain Peebles apparently started this afresh with a 

new serial number, but he has also started it afresh 

with a sheet number? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. "001."  And at some stage someone has crossed that out 232

and written "003," do you see that? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And then if we go to page 2 of the INQ please, we there 233

see the "4" written over the "2" that we looked at 

earlier.  And if we carry on further, just look at one 

more page.  "5" written over the top of "3," do you see 

that? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. So, does it seem to you that what has occurred is, 234

indeed, as you were telling us earlier, that 

Captain Peebles has made a decision to start a fresh 

log dealing with a fresh and extremely important 

incident? 

A. Yes, and one of the sheets -- the sheets have been 

removed and then subsequently that annotation, as 
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opposed to carbon copy amendment, has been manually 

amended on each one of the carbon copies to reflect the 

same changes that take place elsewhere, probably 

because the underlying sheets have gone by that stage 

or taken separately. 

Q. Someone at some stage has changed the 1, 2, 3 in the 235

new log, to be 3, 4, 5 and therefore to follow on 

sequentially from the earlier entries for 15th August? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And, so, at some stage, does it appear to you that 236

someone has taken steps to ensure that the new log 

formed part of the existing log? 

A. Yeah, I think there's probably an element of trying to 

marry things up.  Different people looking at it, 

possibly.  I don't know whether it's the same person or 

whether Captain Peebles subsequently after the incident 

tried to marry stuff up, or whether it's one of the 

members of staff trying to marry stuff up and create an 

accurate record. 

Q. To your mind, would the fact that someone within the 237

Army took steps to ensure that there was a single log 

for the 15th which incorporated the new log, would that 

be consistent or inconsistent with an attempt to 

rewrite history and conceal the truth of what had 

happened? 

A. No, I think this is just ordering a set of sequences 

and making it follow naturally, I don't think there's 

anything suspicious in it at all. 

MR. GREANEY:  Well, Colonel, thank you very much indeed 
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for helping me with my questions.  As you appreciate, 

others have questions as well.  

Sir, I'm going to invite Mr. Kane to pose his questions 

on behalf of those he represents.  And I understand 

that he would prefer to ask his questions from a seated 

position. 

CHAIRMAN:  Yes, Mr. Kane.  

COLONEL PETER MacMULLEN WAS QUESTIONED BY MR. KANE AS 

FOLLOWS:

  

Q. MR. KANE:  When did you first become aware of the 14:40 238

Daily Occurrence Book entry 386 which was written by 

Lance Corporal Thompson in the Daily Occurrence Book?  

A. I couldn't tell you an exact date.  When the Rule 9s 

came in and we started getting through this 

information, I think I found the Daily Occurrence Book 

sitting separately in the archive, personally, when I 

was going through stuff.  So, a year ago, sorry, I'm at 

a guess on that one. 

Q. Did you ever bring its contents to the attention of any 239

public authority, either the Army authority, RUC, PSNI 

or just to the ILT? 

A. We presented it to the Inquiry rather than anything 

else.  No, there was no requirement to do anything 

other than that, I don't believe. 

Q. And that would be in keeping with a duty of candour, 240

wouldn't that be correct?  In terms of what you've 
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discovered.  The point has been made that there's no 

attempt to hide anything by virtue of the fact that the 

Army have disclosed this? 

A. Correct. 

Q. That would be in keeping with a duty of candour, which 241

one would expect and hope from the MoD, isn't that 

correct? 

A. Yes.  Since we've found something we have shared it and 

we've tried to do that with everything that we found.  

There's a complexity.  A lot of these documents sit in 

our archive that is -- it's mandraulic at best in terms 

of finding this information.  So, we apologise if we 

get it out of sequence in some of the stuff but it is 

absolute best effort to get the information to the 

Inquiry. 

Q. You have been able to find whether or not this entry in 242

the Daily Occurrence Book at 386 concerning plural 

bombs plural in towns province wide in Northern Ireland 

on the day of Omagh bomb, you have been able to find, 

in your searches, whether that entry has ever been 

brought to the attention of any senior investigating 

officer in charge of either an RUC team or a PSNI team 

investigating the Omagh bomb? 

A. No, I couldn't tell you whether that information had 

been shared previously, but it doesn't relate to any 

other information that we have found, it's sort of, if 

you like, it's the outlier in everything that we've 

identified so far. 

Q. You have provided, through agreeing with various 243
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comments made by Mr. Greaney in an attempt to try and 

explain this to the families whom I represent, by 

saying, that essentially all of this arose out of, to 

quote what I think you said, "the friction of high 

tension"? 

A. Yeah, I think that is highly likely. 

Q. Where did the friction of high tension come from? 244

A. I would imagine sort of hearing a bomb warning and then 

transmitting that information or passing that 

information on.  So, I think it's sort of the events 

leading up to that moment in time.  I think from a 

quiet Saturday afternoon to accelerating quite rapidly 

into what was a grim environment, I think added to that 

tension. 

Q. You see, would you agree with me that the entry at 245

14:40 in the Daily Occurrence Book, the entry is timed 

at 14:40 in the two Watchkeeper Logs, being timed at 

14:40 was not within the friction of tension of the 

atrocity which occurred in Omagh, it was all 20 minutes 

at least, beforehand? 

A. So, the event coming in, yes, I can't tell you exactly 

the point at which they wrote the information but I 

would imagine - and I think you can see this by the 

sequence in the Watchkeeper's logs - that there's a 

trigger of events.  So, as soon as the warning came in, 

there's an acceleration of activity that takes place in 

around it, which I think would have heightened the 

atmosphere, I can probably refrain that to being 

friction but, I think, definitely the atmosphere 
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changed from a quiet Saturday afternoon to something 

slightly different. 

Q. But at 14:40 a warning was received - bomb warnings 246

were received on a regular basis were they not, at that 

time and for years beforehand by professional soldiers, 

trained, I would suggest to you, to remain clam and 

carefully write down what they heard? 

A. Yeah, I think that's fair. 

Q. Have you come across significantly different versions 247

of Watchkeeper Logs before in your long experience in 

the Army? 

A. A difference between what?  I mean in terms of -- 

Q. We've two different versions of the same log? 248

A. This is talking about, sorry, just confirm this is 

talking about the Watchkeeper's Log rather than -- 

Q. The Watchkeeper's Log, yes.  The other is the Daily 249

Occurrence Book.  The Watchkeeper's Log, we have two 

different versions of the same -- 

CHAIRMAN:  I'm not following what you mean by that 

Mr. Kane?  

MR. KANE:  By 034854, and then 013164. 

CHAIRMAN:  Why are you calling them different versions?  

MR. KANE:  Well, they purport to cover the same 

periods. 

CHAIRMAN:  One's a carbon copy of the other, is it not?  

MR. KANE:  Well, that's a very interesting examination, 

Chairman, and I think whenever that examination is 

carried out, away from the heat of the present 

situation, it'll be a very interesting exercise to see 
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how carbonisation is purportedly working in these 

circumstances. 

CHAIRMAN:  Well, we need to understand what it is you 

want the Colonel to focus on.  We need to understand 

what you mean by "two different versions."  

Q. MR. KANE:  Very well.  If we could put up on screen 250

034853 and page 0012.  [Short pause].  Now, if you 

could look at the bottom, if you could just highlight 

the bottom half of that page and, in particular, the 

right-hand side.  And you can see some writing down 

there at the bottom.  "Inspector Johnston," I think it 

says.  You can see to the left-hand side there's an 

entry "CO in Ops Room" which has been scored out and 

the word "incident" written in on top.  

If we could go then to 013164.  And go to 0001.  [Short 

pause].  If we can highlight the bottom right-hand 

corner, we can see the three boxes which I highlighted 

as showing text, they are now blank? 

A. Yeah, I think that's fair.  I think there's definitely 

a case, and I said before that the carbon case appears 

to have been removed for another incident or something 

else, and then additional information has been added as 

it's found.  I think probably, if you look at it, 

there's a sequence were the Ops Room tape is running 

and they're probably reviewing that and adding what 

actually ask did happen at that time.  Because at this 

stage we definitely have a moment of tension, lots 

going on, clearance is taking place.  And I think 
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you'll probably find that they're retrospectively 

adding extra information in based on whatever they can 

remember at that moment.  So, I don't think its 

unrepresentative.  And to go back to your original 

question have I seen instances similar to this of 

documents being added to, Ops Room logs?  Yeah, 

absolutely.  Again, what I said to Mr. Greaney, it's 

not a legal document, it's just trying to capture the 

information that's available at the time. 

Q. Well, can I ask you, were these - and the Chairman, I 251

think, has touched on this - there still exists indeed, 

and were these documents but are commonly called 

self-carbonising? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. A type of document that used to be if you went to 252

purchase an item in the shop, they tore off the top 

copy gave it to you and kept the bottom copy? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. So, what you write on the top goes through to the next 253

and, indeed, if there's a third copy, it'll go through 

to that, isn't that right? 

A. Yeah, it could be in these ones, I don't know, whether 

that's been retained.  I can't remember whether that 

was a thing that took place in these log sheets or were 

they just a double one. 

Q. And, again, the entry at 14:55 on page 1, that's before 254

the bomb has gone off, isn't that correct? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And, therefore, the friction upon which you rely hasn't 255
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really occurred and the enormity -- well, the first of 

all, the fact that the bomb has gone off, and, 

secondly, the enormity of the bomb's effect, that's not 

known at that time? 

A. I think there's a slight conflation.  When I refer to 

"the friction," I think it's passing that information 

of the initial stuff that I spoke to about, so from the 

Daily Occurrence Book into the Ops Room.  I think this 

is -- you're probably best placed to ask 

Captain Peebles who conducted this stuff, at what stage 

the log sheets were separated, et cetera.  But I think 

it's as more information has become available it's been 

added to the original top copy, is all I can imagine.  

As you correctly identify, this carbon copy looks like 

it's been removed from that sequence, whether that's -- 

I can't tell you why. 

Q. During your assessment and overview of the Army 256

documentation in preparation for today, have you seen 

any note anywhere indicating an explanation made at the 

time for these various differences? 

A. No, but we have submitted everything.  So, you've got 

both elements of it so I'm not so sure -- we haven't 

sought that explanation either.  But the fact that we 

have every variation of the copy I think gives an 

indication of the sort of, we're willing to expose 

everything to you and there's nothing to hide in that 

sequence. 

Q. I appreciate, Chairman, I have a time limit, can I have 257

two further questions very quickly?  And can I ask you, 
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you made reference today about having checked the Daily 

Occurrence Book for Strabane? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Now, I stand to be corrected, that does not appear to 258

have entered into relativity, do you have the INQ 

number for that by any chance? 

A. Not to hand but it is in relativity.  I mean, it's 

certainly on the Egress system that I've been given and 

it was something that has been submitted.  It shows a 

handwritten entry of the incendiary, a warning relative 

to everything else. 

Q. And was that for 15th August? 259

A. I thought that was the 14th. 

Q. Are there any other Daily Occurrence Books for 15th 260

August which you have looked at? 

A. Yes.  There are none that relate or reflect anything to 

do with the Inquiry.  There were Daily Occurrence Books 

kept across the whole province, but none of them relate 

or identify any additional information that we've 

disclosed.  So, anything that we have found that 

relates directly to this or the timeframe, and against 

the parameters the Inquiry presented to us, and I think 

probably more, that we've submitted into it. 

Q. But you have seen them and they exist? 261

A. Yes. 

Q. And, finally -- 262

A. They're not extensive though.  I couldn't guarantee you 

that I have a Daily Occurrence Book retained for every 

unit every location across the 10,000 troops that were 
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deployed in 1998 I'm afraid. 

Q. Can I ask on a completely separate issue, the Lisanelly 263

Barracks Operations Room incident tapes have been 

provided to the Inquiry but tape 1, both parts 1 and 2 

of tape 1 appear to be missing? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Can you assist as to where those fairly crucial first 264

recordings are, have been, were last seen, located? 

A. Sadly, not. 

Q. Or can you give any assistance? 265

A. No, we found those in the regimental museum of Duke of 

Lancashire's Regiment, the antecedent regiment from the 

Queen's Lancashire Regiment in Preston and they 

submitted them to us.  But we didn't have -- it was 

missing tape 1 throughout.  We've gone back to them, 

we've checked everywhere else, we do not have sight of 

that and nobody knows where that tape went. 

MR. KANE:  Chairman, thank you very much, indeed.  

MR. GREANEY:  Sir, can I thank Mr. Kane for being 

respectful of the Rule 10 process and the time 

allocated.  And I'm next going to ask Mr. Southey to 

pose his questions on behalf of those he represents 

please.  

COLONEL PETER MacMULLEN WAS QUESTIONED BY MR. SOUTHEY 

AS FOLLOWS:

  

Q. MR. SOUTHEY:  Thank you, Colonel, I don't think I'm 266

necessarily going to be very long.  The first thing I'd 
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like to ask you about is about the evidence you gave 

about the ATO attending and what the role of the ATO 

was.  And if I understood it correctly, and correct me 

if I'm wrong, in summary your evidence was the ATO 

wouldn't have detected a bomb, they would have been 

there to work on a bomb once it was known about, is 

that right? 

A. Yeah, their aim is to render safe a known device. 

Q. Yeah.  Can I bring up on screen INQ 013130.  It's 267

page 8 of that, it's the statement of Paul Hollinshead 

from Defence Science and Technology Lab.  You'll see in 

relation to that, I think it's the third bullet 

point -- it's the second last bullet point on the page 

under 2.2, he talks about effectively research in 

relation to military equipment for detection.  The 

question I've got was, ignoring the ATO for the moment, 

because I think you've addressed this in relation to 

the ATO, but more generally did the Army have capacity, 

potential compass technical capacity to detect bombs? 

A. You're stepping out of my basic infantry knowledge 

quite rapidly into this space, but it would be a 

question better addressed to a technical expert, which 

we can provide and we can get that information for you.  

But I don't think readily available at the time on the 

ground, and certainly not within the sequence of events 

that took place relating to 15th August 1998. 

Q. The second question was going to follow, and you've 268

probably answered this, even if there was capacity, was 

it available in Omagh? 
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A. No, and it goes back down to the point I made earlier 

to Mr. Greaney, we still, in the timeframe available 

you would be putting a person into the danger area as 

opposed to clearing somebody, clearing everybody out of 

the danger area.  I think that's the really important 

narrative to remember about the explosive ordnance 

disposal sequencing, et cetera.  The only time somebody 

would be placed in there is if the bomb disposal 

officer had to go there because somebody couldn't be 

moved and that was a set of decision-making that would 

take place, a very specific set of circumstances.  It 

didn't apply there. 

Q. Can I move to a separate area?  Can I have brought up 269

on the screen INQ 041598 and page 3 of it.  This is the 

log, it's one of the two logs that deals with the 

intelligence regarding incendiaries.  

CHAIRMAN:  Mr. Southey, can we just be clear.  There's 

a lot of terminology floating around, are we looking at 

the Watchkeeper's Log or the Daily Occurrence Book?  

Q. MR. SOUTHEY:  It's the Daily Occurrence Book.  270

A. This is Daily Occurrence Book for Strabane. 

Q. I was going to say it's the one from Strabane, as I 271

understand it.  It's one of two examples.  If you go to 

the bottom of the page, it's slightly difficult to 

read, but if you go to the bottom of the page, it's the 

second last entry on the page, it's the one -- it links 

back to the other -- there's another entry in the Omagh 

one which is the typed entry about a threat about 

32 County Sovereignty being in possession of incendiary 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

12:27

12:27

12:28

12:28

12:28

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

76

devices.  The first question I wanted to ask about 

this, and I understand, just to put it in context 

firstly, that both this entry and the one you also saw 

from the Omagh Daily Occurrence Book, they're the same 

effectively piece of intelligence, is that right? 

A. They are the same threat message, yes. 

Q. In the left-hand column on this one though, which is 272

why I wanted to raise it, it says it's reported by RUC 

SBN, does that imply it was RUC Special Branch?  

A. Assumption would be Special Branch North, Northern 

Region. 

Q. Okay, that's helpful.  Then in terms of the actions, 273

just as we've got this open, the actions are said to 

include "Omagh intelligence informed."  That, 

presumably, implies this may well have been the source, 

effectively, of Omagh, Omagh's entry? 

A. Could be, I wouldn't necessarily assume that Strabane 

would be the point where information was fed in.  I 

think this is -- if anything, I would say that it 

probably came from 122 Intelligence Section and it went 

out and that's just a slight misrepresentation that 

these are the places that know about this threat 

message rather than being informed by the Strabane, 

which would have been low level outstation. 

Q. Right, okay.  That's helpful.  In terms of the message 274

and generally, is there anything you can say about the 

sort of significance of this, why, effectively, it's 

been recorded and what it was anticipated the Army 

might do about it? 
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A. I think this is a generic threat message that was 

coming through.  There's probably examples of them 

throughout the Daily Occurrence Books.  It's to do with 

a very different type of threat.  A low-level 

incendiary device, this is something that's put into a 

pocket of a coat in a clothing shop, set fire, 

disruption.  It's indicative of the enduring and 

continuing threat that we spoke about on Monday from 

dissident republican groups and the fact that the 

Army's position was still to react and prepare and be 

aware of this. 

Q. Now, changing topic a little bit again, in your 275

corporate statement, which is the one that's 

INQ 035229, at para 14 and 15, you describe something 

that's described in various logs and elsewhere, 

sorry -- it's page 5 and 6 of it.  

A. Yeah, I have it. 

Q. You describe the Army becoming aware of the threat at 276

14:40.  Sorry, I actually think it's the timeline 

statement.  I hope you've got the correct document from 

the INQ number because I think I confused myself.  

A. Sure.  I'm on INQ 035229.  

Q. Yes, that's the correct INQ number.  And you describe, 277

effectively, the Army becoming aware of the threat, 

14:40.  As we read this - and I just want to check that 

this is correct - the way in which the Army first 

became aware of the threat was because it overheard 

this on RUC radio.  There wasn't, if you like, someone 

from the RUC calling up or doing something along those 
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lines directly and saying, 'Army, you need to be aware 

of this threat,' is that right? 

A. No, from my understanding looking at the sequence of 

events and the information that came in, it was 

overheard initially on the RUC Net by the Intelligence 

Cell, passed and then subsequently reconfirmed as the 

situation developed from the Ops Room. 

Q. Yeah.  278

A. It would be worthwhile asking whether there was an RUC 

Net also in the Ops Room, I'm not sure of that, but I 

think subsequent people in here might be able to help 

you with that. 

Q. Okay.  In terms of sort of supply of information, was 279

there, as far as you're aware, any sort of standard 

protocol or policy about sharing of communications? 

A. I can't find written policies about this, but the very 

presence of RUC radios inside the barracks, at whatever 

point, I think indicates that there was no -- there was 

no restriction in terms of that and no caveating on 

that control of information that flowed as it went 

within it. 

Q. The next question I was going to ask, essentially, was, 280

as far as you're aware, was that arrangement with RUC 

radios, was that in one sense a sort of formalised 

arrangement so that there was that sharing of 

information, or was it an informal practice that had 

developed? 

A. A 30-year campaign, and I think much of what developed, 

developed informally.  I think, in terms of, if we were 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

12:32

12:33

12:33

12:33

12:34

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

79

to do this now there would be Memorandum of 

Understanding and somebody would be charged for it, at 

some stage, I'm sure.  But I think, at this stage, it 

was things developed over time.  We have certainly not 

been able to find any distinct documents that identify 

parameters by which information, technology, et cetera 

was shared, it happened.  I can't tell you whether it 

was formal or informal.  My gut would say that it 

developed over time and became formal. 

Q. I mean, sort of linked to that and in one sense this 281

may be primarily a question for somebody else, but as 

far as you were aware, did the Army sort of know that 

the RUC were aware that their radio transmissions were 

being listened to by the Army? 

A. Yeah, they would have been.  So, at every stage there 

would have been liaison officers, I think we call them 

RUCLOs, - RUC liaison officers - in places, and so 

would you have had that knowledge of it.  And at each 

level there were different points of contact within it.  

So, it was openly shared organisation. 

Q. Okay.  Final topic.  Can I go to sorry, INQ 0044255.  282

This is the transcript of the recording made by 

Lieutenant Colonel James in 2000? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. I'll wait for it to come up on the screen.  Can I go to 283

page 6 of it first.  [Short pause].  And I think in 

that, towards the bottom of the page I think, he 

describes, if I've got it right, he describes the blast 

happening.  And then if we can go over to the next page 
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at the top of the page, first entry, he appears to 

describe the tape recorder being started following the 

explosion, because, obviously, there was major 

incident.  Would that have been normal that there 

wasn't, if you like, a continuous tape running at all 

times? 

A. No, this is -- I mean, and we're talking very basic 

technology, this is one of those classic L square 

boxes, you had to press two buttons to make it record 

and turn the tape over at the end and it wouldn't 

necessarily do it automatically.  In most Ops Room 

there would have been a tape recorder just to cover off 

that stuff.  So, at the height of the moment, in the 

heat of the moment when information was being passed 

there was a record being kept. 

Q. So, that was the purpose of the tape recording, it was 284

to cover the heat of the moment, it wasn't a routine 

form of record keeping? 

A. No.  Again, I go back to the point about it's not 

evidential, this is just to gather information. 

Q. Okay.  And I think you've explained it can't be 285

located, is that right? 

A. No.  We have tried everything to try and find that and 

it just doesn't exist. 

MR. SOUTHEY:  I think that covers everything, thank you 

from my point of view.  

MR. GREANEY:  Thank you very much, Mr. Southey.  And 

next, Sir, Mr. Toal has Rule 10 permission to ask 

questions.  
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COLONEL PETER MacMULLEN WAS QUESTIONED BY MR. TOAL AS 

FOLLOWS:

  

Q. MR. TOAL:  Thank you.  Colonel, when I asked you some 286

questions on Monday, you undertook to have a look at 

that issue.  Can you confirm whether the minor roads 

either side of Aughnacloy were in fact operational at 

the time in 1998? 

A. I can't confirm it, but looking at open source 

material, looking at the ground and looking at mapping 

at the time, it would appear that from 1994 John Major 

made a statement, turned around and said the Border 

should be made open, and subsequent information would 

indicate that it was.  Looking at the ground itself, 

you look at some of the locations in and around there, 

they clearly would have been open.  So, I'm pretty 

certain that there would have been alternate routes in 

and around the vicinity of Aughnacloy. 

Q. That's very helpful, thank you.  By 1998, the governing 287

principle was one of RUC primacy with the Army 

operating in support of the police; yes? 

A. Correct, and that had been done so for some time. 

Q. And Army resources ordinarily would only be deployed in 288

response to a direct request from the RUC? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And was that still the position where urgent assistance 289

may have been needed?  And if we use the Omagh bomb as 

an example.  A bomb warning comes in with an extremely 

short period of 30 minutes, could the Army have used 
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its own initiative to deploy into town? 

A. Yes, I suppose so, but I think probably the point which 

I would make - and I made earlier - is this idea that 

there's a cautious balance between helping and 

hindering at that stage.  Flooding the area with more 

people, troops or whatever they are, there's still more 

people coming into an area, clogging up routes coming 

down from Lisanelly Barracks don't necessarily help the 

situation.  Quite a lot of policemen on the ground, 

they're all clearing from it.  So I wouldn't expect, 

looking at this with hindsight, but I don't see how 

extra military manpower at that time would have helped.  

Quite possibly it would have hindered. 

Q. Okay.  Now, there is a record at 14:55 which states:  290

"RUC do not require any military assistance yet."

  

A. Yeah. 

Q. You have viewed that? 291

A. Yeah. 

Q. Does the word "yet" suggest to you that the military 292

assistance had already been considered or discussed 

with the RUC? 

A. Yeah.  I think somebody would have posed the question, 

whether it is the watchkeeper or the RUC Liaison 

Officer, at some stage somebody has posed the question 

with it, whether that's an immediate response to do you 

want any Army call signs on the ground, not yet, thanks 

out.  Or it had been a more considered response, I 
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can't tell. 

Q. So, that would be a normal thing to happen in those 293

circumstances; the Army would proactively approach the 

RUC and ask do you need our help? 

A. Yeah.  I think, as with all of this information sharing 

and operational sharing, it's a very flat structure 

when something like this happens and everybody is 

pitching in. 

Q. Because just picking up on something that Mr. Greaney 294

raised with you about the experience of ATOs, in your 

opinion would it have been useful for ATO input to, 

perhaps, advise the police as to the potential bomb 

radius of a 500lb bomb? 

A. No.  I think the police would have been perfectly aware 

of that.  They've set out in the radio communications, 

clearance distances and movements about it and 

everything was about it, and where the cordon locations 

were set up and done, when you look at the ground 

they're all out of line of sight from where the bomb 

warning came in.  Granted, they were on the same street 

where the bomb eventually went off, but where the 

ground rose and falls along the High Street, all of 

those cordon locations are perfectly acceptable and 

within the bounds of what we would operationally plan 

anyway.  And this was a force that was experienced and 

set to dealing with these events as a matter of course 

anyway.  So, there was nothing, I don't think, that 

would have been added by ATO at that stage. 

Q. Even in circumstances where the police officers on the 295
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ground were openly saying in the communications we need 

as many men here as possible? 

A. I can't tell in that -- I'll refer you back to my 

earlier thing where I turn around and go that's great, 

but how do you coordinate and control that?  There 

is -- as a commander there's a point of friction in 

that where you had to make a decision whether you're 

adding value or are you actually hindering the 

situation and clearance operation. 

Q. Yes.  Can I please just return to the serial 386 296

please, just so that I can help myself and those I 

represent understand your explanation about that.  

A. Sure. 

Q. Could we possibly have that document up again please.  297

MR. GREANEY:  This is INQ 034854, page 6.  

Q. MR. TOAL:  Now, the rewriting of entries is a matter of 298

some concern to the victims that I represent and it's 

just to give you a further opportunity to help us 

understand what you're saying about that.  And I'll 

just wait now, the document is up.  So if we look in 

particular at the entry 385? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Do I understand you to be saying that the time beside 299

it at 15:21, you think that's 13:21? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Right.  And you think that as the person filling out 300

this notebook has been writing that it must have been 

at 1440 hrs, or shortly thereafter, and they've 

abandoned that entry and started to write the entry 
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below? 

A. I think in that timeframe.  So the sighting report on 

VENGEFUL has taken place at 13:21.  The information has 

come in, somebody has looked at it and in the time from 

the sighting and 14:40 that's the period of time by 

which that information has been digested, analysed at 

some stage, I just think it's been overtaken by events. 

Q. Okay.  301

A. It's not an instantaneous writing in the book. 

Q. Okay.  I don't wish to be too forensic about this, but 302

if you look at the left-hand column you can see the 

No.3 obviously, "385" and you'll see that the 5s 

actually look like an "S" the way that this person in 

particular writes them; can you see that? 

A. Yeah, yeah. 

Q. And the 5 that you now contend might be a 3, does in 303

fact also look like an S in the same style as writing a 

5? 

A. Yeah, yeah. 

Q. Okay.  And I want to just go on down to entry 400 304

please, which is two down.  [Short pause].  Yes.  

Earlier, I think whenever you gave evidence you 

mistakenly said that the person who was the subject of 

that entry was a person called Patrick Nugent but it 

looks like Plunkett Nugent to me.  

A. Could have been, yeah.

Q. So, if you look at entry 400 and this is 16th August, 305

we again have this person Plunkett Nugent and the last 

line please.  
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"Last sighted in Aughnacloy on 15 August at 1605 hrs."  

How would you explain that discrepancy? 

A. I'm not so sure it's discrepancy, is it?  Because it 

doesn't relate to either of the timeframes.  Could he 

have been sighted in Aughnacloy at that time.

Q. Right.  But the sighting of him is recorded as 13:21 306

on? 

A. A sighting of him, yes. 

Q. Well, would there not then be a subsequent sighting 307

written to into this book for 16:05? 

A. Could be.  I mean is that not it?  Sorry, I'm guessing 

on this one, but it's a record of where they're 

sighting this man in and around the location.  So, what 

information and where that sighting report has come in 

from, doesn't stand the test of time.  Whether that's a 

VENGEFUL, as we've seen earlier, or that's a physical 

sighting of him as the incident is progressing or prior 

to it, I don't know, it could have been from anywhere. 

Q. Okay.  But you'll certainly agree with me that the 308

information appears to be inconsistent on its face, 

yes?  

A. The timeframes, yeah.  It's not something that I have 

examined or followed through. 

Q. Okay.  Well, in terms of that serial 386 and just going 309

from your answer earlier, can I just ask you how that 

came into existence at all?  And by that, I mean help 

us understand why the Army Intelligence Cell was 

independently monitoring RUC traffic?  Was that routine 
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practice? 

A. Yes, I think so.  I mean there would have been a radio 

in there and they would have had it on.  I mean, yes. 

Q. And are you sure that the Army had the express 310

permission of the RUC to do that? 

A. I can't confirm either way on that one, but I can't 

imagine that we got hold of a radio from a police by 

nefarious means, so I can imagine it was given to us by 

the RUC. 

Q. Well, you have come across any formal arrangement under 311

which that monitoring took place? 

A. No. 

Q. No.  312

A. No, as I said earlier, I think this is -- the 

difficulty is we haven't been able to find formal 

agreements on anything.  I think this is slightly more 

indicative of a developing operation over years rather 

than anything other than what we would represent now 

which included a formal acknowledgment that you had a 

piece of equipment and you were allowed to use it in 

certain parameters. 

Q. Okay.  Well, perhaps, if we just keep the INQ that is 313

on the screen and go to the cover page of the book 

please.  Now, this is obviously the book that the 

entries are written into and we have a person listening 

to the RUC Net? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. They write the entries into this book? 314

A. Yeah. 
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Q. Now, the title on this page, can you just explain "INT 315

eyes only," is that intelligence eyes only? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. So, if there was this open and transparent agreement 316

with the RUC why is it that the content of those 

messages are written into a book with the warning on 

the front cover that says "intelligence eyes only?"  

Does that not suggest that this was being secretly 

listened to and recorded as intelligence?" 

A. No. 

Q. It doesn't?  317

A. No. 

Q. And the book kept separate from the Operations Room? 318

A. That -- I think the intelligence aspect of it and the 

analysis, where we turn around and say the sighting, I 

can't remember which one it is, where you have the 

VENGEFUL sightings and then subsequent 386, where it 

turns around and says this is assessed and this is 

where it comes from, that is never low-level 

intelligence and so this wouldn't be publicly shared.  

But the source information, which in this case is the 

radio net is not covert intelligence-gathering in any 

means. 

Q. Yes.  Well, to the best of your knowledge --319

A. Analysis.

Q. Sorry.  To the best of your knowledge did the RUC 320

listen in to Army-to-Army communications? 

A. I don't know, you're going to have to ask a policeman. 

Q. Well, is that something that the Army would have 321
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permitted? 

A. I can't see why they wouldn't have.  Mightily bored 

they would have been.  I mean, you know, there's an 

awful lot more people going on, an awful lot more radio 

communications taking place, I'm not sure there was a 

capacity or an intent do so on behalf of the RUC.  But 

I just don't know the answer to that question, I'm 

sorry.

Q. But, again, no formal agreement that you have come 322

across in your research? 

A. No. 

Q. For either body to listen in on the other's 323

communications? 

A. Nothing that I have found. 

Q. And because of that lack of formalised arrangement, it 324

was all very ad hoc? 

A. It existed and whether you could define that as ad hoc, 

I mean I'm not entirely sure.  Again, I refer you back 

to that point that this is just an evolving operation.  

This would be really useful to have, so it happened. 

Q. Could I ask it in another way:  Could the person 325

listening to the RUC Net contribute to the conversation 

between police officers? 

A. I doubt it.  I mean, whether they had the capacity to 

do, did the radio have a send and receive?  I don't 

know, I would imagine it would have done.  Would there 

have been an opportunity to do so or a requirement to 

do so?  I don't think so, there would have been other 

mechanisms by which to do so.  So, I think this is 
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information. 

MR. TOAL:  Okay.  Perhaps we could clarify that as we 

go forward as to whether or not that arrangement was 

expressed.  Okay, thank you, Sir, I've no further 

questions.  

MR. GREANEY:  Sir, Mr. Henry has indicated that he no 

longer has any questions on behalf of PSNI.  I'm just 

going to check whether there are any questions on 

behalf of HMG and there are not.  

Sir, I'm going to make sure that there is as much 

clarity as we can achieve in relation to two issues and 

it won't take long at all.  

COLONEL PETER MacMULLEN WAS FURTHER QUESTIONED BY 

MR. GREANEY AS FOLLOWS:

Q. MR. GREANEY:  Now, first of all in light of the 326

questions you've been asked I want to see whether we 

are any further ahead in relation to the sequence just 

before and after 2:40 p.m. on 15th August.  So, let's 

just start with what we know.  At 1440 hrs, Lance 

Corporal Errol Thompson is in the Intelligence Cell.

A. [Witness nods].

Q. And you've just nodded your head.  327

A. Yes.  Sorry. 

Q. And whether pursuant to ad hoc or formal arrangement, 328

he is listening to the RUC Net, so the RUC radio? 

A. Correct. 
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Q. And it's clear that at or shortly before that time he 329

hears a message that, on any view, relates to a bomb 

warning? 

A. Correct. 

Q. I don't know whether you are aware of this, but we know 330

that at 1435 hrs, so timed five minutes before that 

entry was made, there was a transmission on the police 

systems by an officer called PC Millar; are you aware 

of that? 

A. No. 

Q. I just want to see whether this is relevant to our 331

understanding.  That transmission was played yesterday, 

although it is subject to a Restriction Order and so 

could not be heard outside of this room.  And during 

the course of that transmission PC Millar passed some 

of the same information that was to be recorded in the 

Daily Occurrence Log at 2:40.  So, the matters in 

common included the bomb was believed to be near the 

courthouse, that it was believed to be in the region of 

500lb and the same codeword had been used in the 

Banbridge attack? 

A. Sorry, on reflection I think I am aware of that. 

Q. I would be surprised if you weren't.  I'm just drawing 332

your attention to the fact that five minutes before the 

14:40 entry, there was a transmission that on the face 

of it Lance Corporal Thompson would have been listening 

to which contained much of the information that he then 

recorded; is that making sense so far? 

A. Yes, it does. 
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Q. What he didn't say was there had been warnings in 333

relation to a number of towns.  He said there had been 

warnings all in relation to Omagh.  And so does it 

follow that the question we need to ask ourselves and 

answer, is whether Lance Corporal Thompson was 

listening to that message five minutes before he made 

his record and has just made a mistake about the number 

of towns that the calls were in respect of, or whether 

he listened to a completely different message? 

A. I think, I can't -- if there was no other message, and 

that's the single point, it seems to be most likely the 

first part of it, so he's listened to that message and 

there's a transposition error both in time and content. 

Q. In all events, when you dealt with the sequence you 334

were explaining the way in which the Army first becomes 

aware of what is afoot is because the Intelligence Cell 

hears about it on the radio? 

A. Correct. 

Q. But have I understood you correctly that the Army 335

didn't just continue to listen to the radio, there was, 

following that, some direct communication between the 

Army, Lisanelly and the RUC? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And during that period further information was sought 336

and obtained? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And it was during this period that there was discussion 337

about whether there was a necessity for the Army to 

deploy? 
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A. Correct. 

Q. That was the first thing that I just wanted to be clear 338

about.  

The second thing probably is clear, but it could bear 

certainty.  Could we have on the screen please, 

INQ 041598-2, so page 2.  Do you remember that I took 

you -- 

A. Yeah. 

Q. It's the next page.  I didn't take you to this and 339

maybe I should have done.  Just enlarge the bottom 

third of the page, please.  So, we looked in the Daily 

Occurrence Book for Omagh at serial 379, do you 

remember? 

A. Yeah.

Q. And that was the printed piece of page --340

A. The threat at that stage.

Q. -- that had been sellotaped in dealing with the threat.  341

And I'd asked you whether that was something that was 

specific to Omagh or whether it was a piece of 

intelligence that was of general application and 

dissemination within Northern Ireland? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And you told me it was the latter and you mentioned to 342

me the Daily Occurrence Book from Strabane? 

A. Which this is. 

Q. Right.  And you were pressed on this by Mr. Kane and 343

you mentioned the Strabane book and I just want to be 

clear; when you were making the point that you had seen 
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the same information not only in the Omagh Daily 

Occurrence Book but in relation to other places and 

referred to the Strabane Daily Occurrence Book this is 

what you're referring to? 

A. Correct.  That's correct.

Q. And to your mind does that indicate support for your 344

view this was intelligence of general application --

A. Absolutely. 

Q. -- and not specific to Omagh? 345

A. Yeah. 

MR. GREANEY:  Sir, can I check whether you have any 

questions for the Colonel. 

CHAIRMAN:  No, thank you very much.  

MR. GREANEY:  Colonel, thank you very much indeed for 

answering questions on the second occasion.  As you 

know, we will need you to return at some point in the 

future to be identified.  

Sir, we're nearly at one o'clock, could I suggest that 

we break for lunch and return at two o'clock please. 

CHAIRMAN:  Yes.  

THE INQUIRY ADJOURNED FOR LUNCH AND RESUMED AS FOLLOWS:

 

CHAIRMAN:  Mr. de la Poer. 

MR. DE LA POER:  Sir, good afternoon.  Our next witness 

is Former Captain James Hodgson and I wonder if we 

could begin with him being sworn please.  
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FORMER CAPTAIN JAMES HODGSON HAVING AFFIRMED WAS 

QUESTIONED BY MR. DE LA POER AS FOLLOWS:  

CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, good afternoon Mr. Hodgson. 

THE WITNESS:  Hello.  

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  We're going to start with how I'm 346

going to refer to you.  You are the first of three 

witnesses who all held the rank of captain on 15th 

August 1998, and you have all variously gone on to 

pursue different careers both in and out of the Army 

between the three of you.  Ordinarily, anybody who 

reaches the rank of Captain or above is entitled in 

civilian life to retain that as you are, but, to avoid 

things becoming confusing and drawing distinctions 

between the three of you, you have agreed, kindly, that 

I will refer to you as Former Captain Hodgson to remind 

everybody of the rank that you held at the time? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. So, Former Captain Hodgson, we'll deal with your 347

background first.  Were you commissioned into the 1st 

Battalion of 1 QLR in 1995? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. And in the late summer of 1997 were you posted to 348

Omagh? 

A. That's right. 

Q. In the Autumn of 1997 did you undertake training as an 349

intelligence officer? 

A. I did. 

Q. We'll come back to what that role is in a moment, but 350



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

14:04

14:04

14:05

14:05

14:05

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

96

staying with your progress.  Subsequent to that 

training, did you take up the position of Battalion 

Intelligence Officer? 

A. I did. 

Q. And was that the role that you occupied on 15th August 351

1998? 

A. It was. 

Q. Just to complete the picture; did you leave the Army in 352

November 1998, so a matter of months after the Omagh 

attack? 

A. I did. 

Q. And you've been in civilian life for the last 28 years? 353

A. That's correct. 

Q. Having introduced you, let's move to the role of 354

Battalion Intelligence Officer.  In just a few 

sentences for us, please, Former Captain Hodgson, can 

you tell us what that role entailed? 

A. It entailed the leadership of the Battalion 

Intelligence Cell, which was a group of, memory fades, 

but between 50 and 60 soldiers, and their role was to 

collate and review low-level intelligence such as a 

vehicle's movement across borders, those kinds of 

things.  And that information would be collated - I led 

the oversight of that - and it would be shared with the 

RUC, where appropriate, and it would be shared with my 

Commanding Officer and with Brigade Intelligence Cells 

as well.

Q. Now, you have referred to the Intelligence Cell as a 355

group of people, 50 to 60 soldiers you've described? 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

14:06

14:06

14:06

14:07

14:07

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

97

A. Approximately, yeah. 

Q. Was there, also, a physical location within Lisanelly 356

Barracks which may also have been referred as the 

Intelligence Cell? 

A. There, was indeed, there was a room which was secure, 

you needed a pass to get in. 

Q. And would we be correct to refer to that room as the 357

Intelligence Cell? 

A. Yeah, I guess one and the same thing, used for the 

same -- different things but used for the same purpose. 

Q. I will try to make clear what I'm be referring to, I 358

will be talking about the physical location, unless I 

indicate otherwise.  

A. Okay. 

Q. Just help us, firstly, with that room.  How many people 359

at anyone time would be occupying that room? 

A. I suppose maximum maybe ten. 

Q. And was there a minimum deployment to that room at 360

anyone time, so in other words was it always occupied 

by at least one member of your group? 

A. It was.  Memory, look, it's a long time ago, I 

apologise, but there would be at least one person in 

the room 24 hours a day, but there may have been more 

than one, there may have been two on occasion. 

Q. And what was the function of the person who would be in 361

that room on a 24-hour basis? 

A. To continue the ongoing collation of the intelligence 

that I just described, which was coming in via various 

means, it could come in through the computer systems 
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which were linked to the vehicle checkpoints at the 

borders.  It could also come in from patrols, so the 

Army would accompany RUC officers on patrol from time 

to time, they would come back from their patrol, they 

would have a debrief.  The Intelligence Cell 

representative would go to that and debrief them and 

any sightings of interest or anything of interest from 

the patrol would be part of the general intelligence 

gathering. 

Q. When you were on duty would you ordinarily be based in 362

that room? 

A. No. 

Q. So, would that be a room you would go to, from time to 363

time, but not one that you worked from? 

A. I would say that's fair.  There was a large room, there 

were three separate rooms actually, there was an office 

which was a small room where I would generally be, that 

was adjacent to another slightly larger office and the 

Intelligence Cell itself was adjacent to that room.  So 

there were three rooms effectively. 

Q. And when we're talking about the Intelligence Cell and 364

the person who's occupying it 24 hours a day or the 

people who do so on a rota, we're talking about the 

larger of the -- 

A. The larger of the three rooms, yes, that's right. 

Q. Now, you've talked about a computer system that they 365

had access to, were there any radios broadcasting into 

that room? 

A. There was definitely an RUC radio.  I can't recall 
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whether there was a military radio. 

Q. In terms of the RUC radio - it's a topic that's come up 366

this morning - do you know whether or not the RUC were 

aware, at the time, that you were listening to their 

radio traffic? 

A. Yes, they were aware. 

Q. And so, was that with their consent? 367

A. Well, it wasn't consent that I'd gained in the sense 

that it was in place when I took over as intelligence 

officer, so it was a standard procedure, it was an 

ongoing, you know part of our close working with the 

RUC in Omagh. 

Q. So, does it follow from that, that you weren't covertly 368

eavesdropping on the RUC? 

A. Certainly not. 

Q. So, we've got at least one radio in there, a computer 369

terminal, presumably telephone as well? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And was there any form of book or log that you would 370

expect to be completed? 

A. There was the Daily Occurrence Book.  There may have 

been other methods of recording.  There would have been 

various computer terminals.  Forgive me, I forget the 

names of the computer systems that we used but there 

were various ways of logging information that could be 

seen by brigade. 

Q. One of them that we see repeatedly is VENGEFUL which we 371

know was an intelligence database in relation to the 

movement of vehicles? 
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A. What I'd like to say is that on receiving the 

invitation to be here, a lot of documents were shared 

about me and the names of locations and places and 

people and the systems that we used were things that I 

have not used for 28 years.  So, the VENGEFUL, the name 

"VENGEFUL" is something that I recall and I've seen 

documents explaining its use but I wouldn't rely on my 

evidence to say what VENGEFUL was. 

Q. That's entirely appropriate that you give that answer.  372

Can we return to the Daily Occurrence Book, please.  

What was the purpose of that document? 

A. So, almost as it sort of describes.  It would be a 

paper record of things of interest that were happening 

that the Int Cell or the intelligence members -- 

members of the team who were on duty would make a 

record.  It was not an operational log in the sense 

that absolutely everything was noted down.  Things of 

note, things of -- you know, a judgment would be made 

as to whether something was worth noting from an 

intelligence perspective and it would be written in the 

log. 

Q. Just help us with the process of making entries and 373

what you would expect as the person heading this unit.  

Would you expect people to be transcribing in 

real-time, in other words that if they heard something 

on the radio that they would be writing it out as it 

occurred?  Would you expect them to write it somewhere 

else and later put it into the Occurrence Book; how did 

that process work? 
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A. My memory is that it was a document that was primarily 

used to collate information, not in real-time but as 

things -- as things, you know, came up on a system, 

VENGEFUL for example, that would be sort of checked and 

verified and then at some point entered into the Daily 

Occurrence Book.  One thing that did happen from the 

Daily Occurrence Book was that there would be a summary 

that I would see every morning.  So, my first task 

every morning would be to see a sort of printed summary 

of incidents of note, probably best describe them. 

Q. Now, we know there was an Operations Room at Lisanelly 374

Barracks? 

A. There was. 

Q. Approximately how close was that to the Intelligence 375

Cell? 

A. A short walk, 30/40 yards.  At the end of a corridor. 

Q. In the event that the person in the Intelligence Cell 376

heard something on the radio or received intelligence 

by some other way, that they thought the Operations 

Room should be aware of, would you have expected them 

to go and tell the Operations Room straight away or 

would you expect them to make the record and then go 

and tell the Operations Room? 

A. Oh, tell them straight away, and then make the record. 

Q. Now, you weren't on duty, were you, on 15th August 377

1998? 

A. No, I wasn't. 

Q. So, it follows from that that you weren't in or 378

immediately around the Intelligence Cell between 2:30 
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and 3:30 that day? 

A. No, I wasn't.  I wasn't far away, I was in and around 

the Officers' Mess which was a few hundred yards away. 

Q. Can you just tell us; when, approximately, did you 379

first become aware of a bomb either by way of a warning 

or by way of a detonation in Omagh? 

A. When the bomb went off. 

Q. Was that because you heard it because you were close? 380

A. I heard it.  I was actually -- it was the day -- the 

Saturday was the, we'd planned an Officers' Mess summer 

ball that weekend, we had guests, our wives/girlfriends 

were attending.  There were two tennis courts outside 

in front of the Officers' Mess, I happened to be 

playing tennis with another officer and his girlfriend 

and my girlfriend, we were playing. 

Q. So, when did you first turn up for duty after 15:04, 381

which is when we know the bomb detonated? 

A. I immediately went to work.  So, I stopped playing 

tennis.  I ran up to my room, which was on the first 

floor of the Officers' Mess.  I got changed out of my 

sports gear, put some jeans on, T-shirt, whatever, and 

drove to the Ops Room. 

Q. And is that where you presented yourself? 382

A. It is. 

Q. We'll come back to that moment in time in a moment.  383

We're now going to just go back in time from that and 

we're going to do so by having a look at the Daily 

Occurrence Book.  So, can I please invite to come up on 

screen INQ 034854, page 4 please.  We're starting, so 
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everybody understands, the day before the Omagh bomb.  

And it's serial entry 379 that I would like to ask you 

about.  We can see that unlike other entries on that 

page and indeed entries on other pages that this is a 

typed entry.  First question:  Do you, sitting there 

now, have any recollection of that message being 

received? 

A. No, unfortunately I have no recollection of that. 

Q. That, notwithstanding, are you able to help with, 384

bearing in mind the presentation of that message, what 

your expectations are about where it might have come 

from and what its purpose was? 

A. It looks like it's a general threat message for the 

whole of Northern Ireland.  So, no specific threat to 

Omagh.  And it looks like it's been sent from Brigade, 

I imagine.  I can't recall exactly, but these kind of 

threats were made known to us from time to time, they 

were very general and within the overall threat 

envelope, they would be, they would either change our 

sort of state of alertness or readiness or not. 

Q. Were they provided to your unit to be actioned? 385

A. For general dissemination, yes. 

Q. That's the first part of this book that I would like to 386

ask you about.  Can we please move forward -- you'll 

note as we do so the entry at the bottom of the page is 

382, it continues over the page, we'll see that that's 

15th August 1100 hrs, but we'll just, if we may, 

Ms. Montgomery, move forward a page so we can see the 

continuation of that.  Just to pick out some of the 
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details.  This is a continuation of the entry timed and 

dated 1100 hrs, 15th August.  We can see in the course 

of this entry there is a heading "car trawls," do you 

see that, about a third of the way down? 

A. Do you mind if I pull the screen closer?  

Q. I would do so carefully, if I were you, so you don't 387

unplug it, but by all means, if it's going to help.  

A. I'm struggling to...  That's okay. 

Q. Does that give you a clearer view? 388

A. Yes, slightly. 

Q. Car trawls.  I'll read it out to you and you can follow 389

along.  We can see that the entry marked "A" is a 

reference to 14th August 1998 at 1930 hrs.  We can see 

that "B" is 14th August at 1950 hrs.  And at "C," is 

14th August at 1940 hrs, they're a series of different 

events? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, those events all occurred the day before this 390

entry was made because this entry, on the face of it, 

was timed at 1100 hrs on 15th August, but they relate 

to events the preceding day? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. I was just wondering if you could just help us with 391

that in terms of our understanding about the way that 

this document operated and whether it is a real-time 

record or whether it has some other function as well? 

A. Yeah.  So, that's an Int Cell operative taking data 

from various systems and making a judgment to annotate 

those into the logbook at a time that probably suited 
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them.  That's probably what I would say. 

Q. And as the person in charge of those people, are you at 392

all critical of them not entering it at the time that 

it occurred, but doing it a bit later; is there any 

difficulty with that? 

A. No not at all.  I'd far rather it was -- yeah, I have 

no criticism of that at all. 

Q. So, let's move forward, please, to page 6.  And I 393

wonder if we could first, Ms. Montgomery, crop in 

please to entry serial 386 at the bottom.  We'll try 

and expand that for you.  That might make it a little 

clearer.  I know that you've had an opportunity to 

familiarise yourself with this particular entry, 

haven't you, in preparation for today? 

A. I have, thank you. 

Q. As we have heard a number of times now, this is 15th 394

August, the time annotation is 1440 hrs.  

"Overheard on RUC Net, RUC HQ Belfast have received 

warnings over bombs in several towns province wide, 

including Omagh."  

And so it goes on? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And I've read out the sentence which is the focus of 395

much of the evidence today.  The first question is 

this:  As the person who didn't make the entry but who 

is in overall charge of those who are making such 

entries, would you expect the person making the entry 
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to record it as being the time that they are writing it 

or record it as the time that the event occurred?  They 

may be the same thing but they may not be so can you 

help us with what your expectation would be about what 

the time is indicating to the reader such as yourself? 

A. My expectation is that the timestamp on here written is 

the time of the incident, not the time of the record 

being made. 

Q. So, we've got two possibilities here, haven't we?  396

Either this was written down at the same time as the 

event, so the time would be 14:40 and that would 

reflect the fact that that's when it's written down and 

when it was occurring, or, alternatively, you seem to 

be crediting that there's possibility that it was 

written down later, but if it was written down later 

you would expect that it wouldn't be the time that it 

was written down that would be written into the time 

column, but the time that the event occurred? 

A. Correct. 

Q. So, we can see in the right-hand column that a number 397

of people are informed and one of them is Warrant 

Officer Second Class Brisco, who was that please? 

A. That was Sergeant Major Brisco who was my Assistant 

Intelligence Officer. 

Q. Sergeant Major Brisco, bearing in mind that you weren't 398

on duty that day, would you have expected him to have 

been informed? 

A. Correct, yes, I would. 

Q. Now, we know - and just this is for everybody's note - 399
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that in fact we have a statement from Sergeant 

Major Brisco who has told us that he was away from the 

Intelligence Cell when he was informed.  He was walking 

a distance of several hundred metres back to the 

Intelligence Cell when the bomb detonated.  So, in 

other words, he was informed a matter of minutes before 

15:04 which is when we know the bomb detonated.  So, 

certainly in relation to that sentence, that must have 

been written, just so that you understand the full 

picture, at some point after, at least five to three? 

A. Correct. 

Q. So, we'll come back to the first sentence that I've 400

read out, I just want to ask you about one more entry 

in this book.  If we could please bring that down, 

Ms. Montgomery, and just bring up the preceding entry 

just to try and see if you can help us at all with 

this.  So, the entry we were just looking at was timed 

at 14:40.  This entry, and I think this is where the 

evidence seems to be settling and different people may 

reasonably hold different views, that there is a time 

which begins with a 1 and the last two letters are 21 

and the second number is smudged at the top and it 

might be a 5 and it might be a 3.  So, it's either 

timed at 13:21 or 15:21, all right?  It's a matter for 

the Chairman to resolve that.  But what we can see, 

clear as day, which doesn't require any interpretation, 

is in a different handwriting and a different pen 

colour on the first line, the time 1521 hrs which 

appears to be a VENGEFUL entry? 
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A. That's correct. 

Q. And so it's just for you, bearing in mind you weren't 401

there and you didn't make these entries but you will 

have some familiarity about how these logs are expected 

to be completed, whether you can shed any light for us 

on how it seems to be the case that we have an entry, 

at least within the body of it, which is timed later 

than the 14:40 entry that we have been focused on, but 

appearing before it in the log.  So, are you able to 

help us at all with that, based on your experience? 

A. I can't remember.  What it would -- I mean, there's two 

things that stand out for me; the first is that the 

handwriting on the left, the first two columns on the 

left in the blue ink appears to be consistent with the 

rest of the log. 

Q. Yes.  402

A. So, written in the same hand.  And then another hand 

has written -- filled in the rest of the VENGEFUL 

account.  I can't give you an authoritative reason why 

those timestamps look different or why they're out of 

sequence.  I could give you -- I could theorise as to 

why but I'm not sure that's helpful. 

Q. Well, if it is based on your experience as to the sort 403

of thing that happened, then that is a legitimate 

answer to give in terms of -- what we're not seeking 

you to do is to guess or speculate.  

A. No. 

Q. So, if you have experience from your work supervising 404

this unit of people making entries which were out of 
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sequence, or something like that, or perhaps explaining 

why there are two different handwritings then we would 

benefit from your experience? 

A. Okay.  So, we would generally not try to make entries 

out of sequence but if something happened or drew 

somebody away from their role of making a note at that 

particular time, or writing something in the Daily 

Occurrence Book, they would -- a gap would be left for 

that to be filled at some later point, even by somebody 

else.  That's not unusual. 

Q. Thank you.  If we can take that down, we're just going 405

to conclude my questions by taking us back to the 

moment that you presented yourself to the Operations 

Room and no doubt worked to support the response to the 

attack.  During that period, the immediate aftermath 

and time following, were you aware of any discussion 

about any towns, other than Omagh, being the subject of 

a threat before the point of detonation? 

A. No. 

Q. If there had been such discussion brought to your 406

attention, is that something you would have wished to 

understand more about or would you simply have left it 

at what you were being told? 

A. I would have wanted to know more about it but, frankly, 

that wasn't the focus of the response at the time.  It 

became a very operational situation and the entire 

focus of the battalion was to support the response.  

The operational response. 

Q. I'm going to put to you two possibilities that we are 407
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exploring, and doing so I'm adopting neither and 

neither am I suggesting that they are the only 

possibilities.  But if we could, please, 

Ms. Montgomery, bring up that same page and just focus 

on the first sentence that we looked at, please, I 

would like to seek your help with the possibilities, 

please.  So we are looking at the:  

"Overheard on RUC Net, RUC has received warnings over 

bombs in several towns province wide, including Omagh."

  

A. Yeah. 

Q. We know that at 14:35 Police Constable Millar made a 408

broadcast over the RUC Net.  That broadcast included 

information within this message, later sentences, it 

also included this sentence and I'm going to quote it 

directly, I'm not going to play it, its playing is the 

subject of a Restriction Order.  What he is heard to 

say is:  

"There's a bomb warning in from about three different 

locations."  

So, we know he said that? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. So, the possibility 1 is that the sentence that I have 409

just read out in this Daily Occurrence Book is some 

sort of misunderstanding or mishearing of that sentence 

uttered by PC Millar.  The alternative is that that 
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information came from somewhere else.  Those are the 

two possibilities? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. The concern which is sincerely held is that that 410

information was an accurate recording of what Lance 

Corporal Thompson heard and that if that is right, 

because we don't see that anywhere else in any of the 

documentation, there must have been a deliberate and 

conscious effort to conceal that fact, effectively, 

rewriting history.  So, those are the two 

possibilities.  I don't suggest that they're the only 

ones, and I don't underestimate the sincerity and the 

strength of the concern that is being expressed.  What 

I need to know from you, as the person who was in 

charge of this unit, Former Captain Hodgson, is, are 

you aware of any decision that was taken to remove or 

conceal information that was heard by your unit that 

day? 

A. No. 

MR. GREANEY:  Thank you very much, indeed.  There are 

Core Participants with permission to ask you questions.  

Mr. Kane, I think if you are content to go first?  

FORMER CAPTAIN JAMES HODGSON WAS QUESTIONED BY MR. KANE 

AS FOLLOWS:  

Q. MR. KANE:  To follow on from your last answer, are you 411

aware of any decision or any action to investigate the 

words which are written down in that entry 
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subsequently?  

A. No. 

Q. Would you have expected that entry to have been picked 412

up on by the people who subsequently read the contents 

of the Daily Occurrence Book?  

A. Well, what I can say is, as the officer in charge of 

the unit at the time, it was not a concern that that 

entry was written in the way that it was written. 

Q. I beg your pardon, it's not what? 413

A. It was not a concern to me that the entry was written 

in the way that it was written. 

Q. What do you mean by that? 414

A. Well, I think it's clear what I mean. 

Q. Do you remember reading this entry? 415

A. I don't remember reading that entry, no. 

Q. So, is that why it was of no concern to you? 416

A. What's of no concern to me?  

Q. I think you indicated it was no concern about this 417

entry, you didn't read it? 

A. That's right, I can't recall it being brought to my 

attention. 

Q. If any officer above the rank of the person who wrote 418

it was reviewing this entry, would you have expected 

that person to have investigated it further? 

A. Not necessarily. 

Q. What were the conditions which, perhaps, would have 419

given rise to further investigations later in a 

positive sense? 

A. Well, in terms of the investigation of the incident 
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afterwards, that would be a matter for the police. 

Q. Yes.  So, you would have expected, perhaps, the police 420

to have looked at it.  What about within the Army; 

would you have expected anyone within the Army to have 

picked up on it and, perhaps, investigated it? 

CHAIRMAN:  What do you envisage being investigated?  

MR. KANE:  Looked at it further. 

CHAIRMAN:  Just a minute, Mr. Kane.  What I understand 

the entry to say is that there were overheard bomb 

warnings in relation to different places.  So, one 

would know in the aftermath of 14:40 what happened both 

in Omagh and elsewhere, if anything.  Is it a question 

as to whether there were other bombings or is it a 

question as to whether there was investigation as to 

these other bomb warnings?  

MR. KANE:  Yes, it was the latter and the entry itself. 

CHAIRMAN:  Well, I think you need to be clear, ensure 

that Former Captain Hodgson understands what it is 

you're asking him to contemplate.  What you're asking 

so far is whether he would have expected anyone to have 

picked up on this entry and investigated it, but, I'm 

not clear as to what you would envisage being 

investigated?  

Q. MR. KANE:  The fact that this was written down, that 421

other towns were involved, this warning had come in, 

was there any further investigation as to the accuracy 

or the authenticity or the source of the information 

which was written down? 

A. By that time, the explosion had happened.  I, if I may, 
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I listened into the Inquiry yesterday afternoon when 

the coded -- the period when the coded warnings were 

being given in and the transcripts from the RUC when 

they received those calls.  They didn't directly 

receive the coded bomb warnings, did they, they went 

to, I think, the Samaritans and Ulster TV.  I have to 

tell you, listening to that slowly described yesterday 

afternoon, I was confused.  It was confusing.  What 

were the code words that were used?  There was 

confusion over the code words.  There were -- there was 

some confusion about how many calls the RUC Station in 

Omagh had received and from where.  And, if you are an 

individual who is overhearing this on a walkie-talkie 

radio amongst doing other things, and you hear, you 

know, a bomb warning or notification of a bomb warning 

in your town, that is a lot of information to 

unscramble and, to my mind, the way this has been 

recorded is entirely consistent with someone doing 

their best and recording what they thought they heard.  

Q. So, the comparison that should be made, therefore, in 422

your analysis and interpretation, is with the 

transcript of what Constable Millar said over the 

radio. 

A. Correct. 

MR. KANE:  Thank you.  

MR. DE LA POER:  Next, Mr. McGowan please on behalf of 

the Fox Law group.  
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FORMER CAPTAIN JAMES HODGSON WAS QUESTIONED BY 

MR. McGOWAN AS FOLLOWS:  

Q. MR. McGOWAN:  Former Captain Hodgson, I just have one 423

question for you and it's on the issue of the MoD 

monitoring of the RUC Net.  And the question is, in the 

evidence this morning, in relation to the issue of 

whether or not the police would have been aware of the 

Army monitoring of the net, the indication was given 

that there would have been an RUC Liaison Officer in 

place and my question is just, were you aware of an RUC 

Liaison Officer in place in the barracks at that time?  

A. No, I don't think there -- no, the -- sorry, if I'm 

understanding -- I'm not quite sure the point you're 

referring to prior to.  The RUC radio that was in the 

Intelligence Cell, the room, was unaccompanied, it was 

just a walkie-talkie. 

Q. Yes, sorry, I wasn't clear, I meant arising from 424

Colonel McMullen's evidence this morning? 

A. Okay. 

Q. The answer had been given that the police would have 425

been aware that the Army were monitoring the RUC Net 

because there would have been an RUC Liaison Officer in 

place.  And I'm just wondering -- 

A. When you say an RUC Liaison Officer in place, you mean 

permanently stationed at Lisanelly Barracks?  

Q. Well, I suppose, that's what I'm exploring? 426

A. Right, okay.  So, I can't -- forgive me, it's a long 

time ago, I can't recall a permanent liaison officer 
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being present.  What I can recall is that at heightened 

times like this one would be sent over.  At the time 

the bomb warning was received, so those sort of 14, 

that particular period of time, I don't think there was 

a liaison officer present. 

MR. McGOWAN:  Okay, thank you.  I've nothing further.  

Thank you, Sir.  

MR. DE LA POER:  Next, Ms. Black on behalf of the 

PA Duffy, Roche McBride and Campbell and Haughey group.  

MS. BLACK:  Chair, we are satisfied that our questions 

have been answered already this afternoon.  

MR. DE LA POER:  Thank you.  I see no wish to ask 

questions on behalf of PSNI.  And, finally, can I just 

see whether Ms. Fee...  I'm grateful.  

Sir, I don't have any further questions for Former 

Captain Hodgson, do you?  

CHAIRMAN:  No, thank you very much, Mr. de la Poer. 

MR. DE LA POER:  In those circumstances I wonder 

whether Former Captain Hodgson can leave with our 

thanks.  We're a little early for a break and we've got 

quite a deal of evidence to get through for the balance 

of the afternoon, I wonder if we could just sit on and 

perhaps Former Captain Peebles can come and join us in 

replacement to our current witness. 

CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, Mr. Hodgson.  

MR. DE LA POER:  Sir, can I just indicate as that 

change is taking place, and I'll do it again with the 

witness in the box, but Former Captain Peebles is the 
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subject of Restriction Order which has been made by 

you, Sir.  That Restriction Order is available on our 

website.  It is of critical importance that that is 

observed.  I know that Mr. Suter is just stepping 

outside to ensure that the technology fits with the 

Order that you've made but, as I say, everybody should 

be aware of that.  [Short pause].  

I wonder if you want to just take a seat for a moment.  

I think we'll begin with you being sworn but I think 

the gentleman is ready, I wonder if we can begin with 

this witness being sworn.  

FORMER CAPTAIN MICHAEL PEEBLES, HAVING BEEN SWORN WAS 

QUESTIONED BY MR. DE LA POER AS FOLLOWS: 

CHAIRMAN:  Thank you Mr. Peebles.  

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  Everybody present in this room and who 427

heard my questioning of Former Captain Hodgson knows 

that I will be addressing you, with your consent, as 

Former Captain Peebles? 

A. Thank you. 

Q. Before we get going, before you entered the room I 428

announced that your evidence is the subject of a 

Restriction Order which is on the website.  Now that we 

are about to embark on it I repeat that fact and the 

importance of that Order being observed.  

Having said those things, please can you give us your 
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full name?  

A. Michael Edwin Peebles. 

Q. And it will be helpful for us to understand a little 429

bit about your background in the British Army up to the 

point of 15th August 1998.  What year did you join 

please? 

A. I was commissioned in 1995, in December. 

Q. When were you first stationed at the Lisanelly 430

Barracks? 

A. October '97, as I recall, because it was around about 

the date that when Princess Diana was killed. 

Q. Were you thereafter on a four-monthly rotation cycle? 431

A. Yes. 

Q. So, it was that on 15th August 1998 you held the rank 432

of captain, is that right? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. And you were stationed in the Lisanelly Barracks? 433

A. Yes, I was. 

Q. And what was your role at that time please? 434

A. By that point I was Company 2 IC is double hatted as 

the Company Ops Officer for A Company, 1 QLR.

Q. As the Company Ops Officer what responsibilities did 435

you have? 

A. Predominantly, it was the planning of deliver of 

operations, all of the patrols in the area of 

responsibility that the company had or when we were in 

the battle group location in Omagh then for the battle 

group.  Yes, so -- and that was organising flight 

plans, getting the resources that the military -- the 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

14:50

14:50

14:50

14:50

14:51

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

119

patrols needed to effect their operations, and liaising 

with the RUC in the process of doing that. 

Q. And we know that you were on duty on 15th August; 436

that's right, isn't it? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And were you based in the Ops Room for the period of 437

that shift? 

A. Yes, I was. 

Q. And would that be the place that you stayed for the 438

entirety of it or would you be mobile as well? 

A. No, I was there for the entire time. 

Q. And were you the most senior person in that room for 439

that period? 

A. Not for all of it, no.  Once the incident in question 

started then more senior people arrived. 

Q. But until that point, were you, effectively, the person 440

in charge of the staff in that room? 

A. Yes, I was. 

Q. And how many staff were there in that room 441

approximately, please? 

A. Certainly two of us and there may have been three. 

Q. And in the event that you were notified of an incident 442

what role, would you have in the early stages in terms 

of any response? 

A. Predominantly passing on the information to the 

commanders who would assume control of a situation if 

it were to arise.  And to also pass on to any of our -- 

any military entities within our command or the CO's 

command, to alert them that there was a situation 
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potentially arising.  So, they were on alert and aware 

that something was happening. 

Q. But you yourself wouldn't take command of the response? 443

A. No, I don't take the ultimate decisions to deploy 

people or other matters. 

Q. Before we go any further, I just want to ask you about 444

a particular part of your statement which I think you 

have in a folder there, and I'll help you navigate to 

it.  We're just going to have a look at page 8 please, 

paragraph 39.  We're here discussing resources and the 

sort of people that you might notify.  

A. Yes.

Q. We have already heard evidence on behalf of the British 445

Army given by corporate witness, Colonel MacMullen, 

which has established that the arrangements at the time 

were that the RUC would request the military to lend 

support and that until then the military would be in a 

state of preparedness, that was the effect of his 

evidence? 

A. Yes.

Q. Is that your understanding of the arrangements at the 446

time? 

A. Absolutely, especially after the Good Friday Agreement. 

Q. I'm sorry, could you repeat that? 447

A. Especially after the Good Friday Agreement. 

Q. And in terms of the resources that were available to 448

you at Lisanelly Barracks, one of the items that you 

identify under the general heading of resources - and I 

want to understand whether this was a resource 
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available or not - is specialist search and dogs? 

A. Yes.

Q. Now, do you know whether that was a resource that was 449

present in Lisanelly Barracks on 15th August? 

A. I cannot say whether there was, on that day, the 

presence of that capability.  Whilst the capability may 

well have been stationed in Omagh over the period, it 

was not directly a battle group asset.  So, there are 

some assets that were stationed in Lisanelly Barracks 

that, like, for example, the Ammunition Technical 

Officer, the ATO, who are not directly under command of 

the Commanding Officer, they are broader brigade, so in 

this case it would have been 8 Brigade assets.  So, 

they may well be stationed there.  I couldn't account 

on that day for whether they were present, I can't 

recall. 

Q. In terms of recognising that you're not able to say 450

whether that was available or not and if it was, it was 

a brigade-wide resource, not necessarily directly under 

the Commanding Officer, what you say in your statement 

is, you say:  

"They look for devices, particularly secondary 

devices."  

So, let's just understand for a moment.  That's a term 

of art within the military and the police.  What is 

secondary device, please?  

A. So, a secondary device could be a device which is 
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placed purposefully to attack first responders, so in 

other words there's a primary device or a hoax that is 

given that attracts the attention of the military, the 

RUC and other first responders, and then devices are 

placed deliberately in the locations where those 

additional forces may turn up, so at an incident 

control point, an ICP, and then attack the personnel 

who have turned up at those locations.  So, before you 

may occupy an ICP, for example, you may send a dog in 

to see if there is anything there like under a culvert 

or something. 

Q. So, in the event that there is a device and it 451

detonates, the expectation of the secondary device is 

that that will remain intact, perhaps away from the 

seat of the explosion, either to be timed or detonated 

at the time that the emergency services turn up to the 

site? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, you say this in the second half of that sentence, 452

I just want to understand it:  

"Note that dogs would not have been deployed to the 

Omagh Courthouse situation without a either specific 

request from the RUC or to confirm a suspected device 

that was already located.  Dogs also require a handler 

who would not readily be put into the radius of a 

device prior to ATO support attending.  Dog resource 

would also not have been ready to deploy within the 

warning time provided for Omagh bomb as they were used 
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for preplanned operations, they were subsequently 

deployed to look for secondary devices."

  

A. Yes. 

Q. Firstly, does that accurately represent your state of 453

understanding? 

A. My state of understanding, yes. 

Q. So, if we just break that down.  There seemed to be a 454

number of stages to this, the first is that you say 

that the Army would not unilaterally deploy them, in 

other words deploy a dog without a request? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Secondly, you say that you wouldn't expect, or an 455

alternative scenario is that once a device has been 

located, that the dog would provide effectively 

confirmation if whether that suspected device is or is 

not explosive? 

A. Yes.  It was my understanding that they would sniff out 

explosives and react to that, giving an indication to 

the handler that there was an explosive device in the 

vicinity by pointing at it. 

Q. Thirdly, describing the policy as you understood it, 456

that a handler, together with a dog - so, a human being 

in addition to the animal - would not readily be put 

within the radius, in other words the likely explosion 

area of a device, before the ATO, that's the Ammunition 

Technical Officer attends; is that right? 

A. Yes, that would be my understanding. 

Q. So, again if we just envisage how this might work 457
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practically.  On the policy as you understand it, there 

needs to be request, the device needs located, other 

resource needs to be on site in the form of the ATO, 

and it would only then be that there would be 

consideration given to deploying a dog? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Then, as you conclude that sentence, to look for 458

secondary devices? 

A. Yes. 

Q. The bit that I've moved over that I just wanted help 459

with, was you talk about:  

"Dog resources would also not have been ready to deploy 

within the warning time provided for the Omagh bomb as 

they were used for preplanned operation."  

Now, we've heard about Quick Reaction Force which I'm 

sure very much means what the name suggests, namely 

they are ready to stand to at a moment's notice and to 

deploy.  We heard, perhaps, quite evocatively from 

Colonel MacMullen, that idea that engines are switched 

on, ready to go on vehicles.  Just help us with your 

understanding about how dogs might fit into that 

scenario or whether they're entirely removed from it? 

A. Well, my understanding, and bearing in mind it would be 

appropriate to ask the questions of actual dog handlers 

who served in Northern Ireland for the absolute correct 

answer, but I wasn't aware that they were put on any 

notice like a QRF would have been, in part because they 
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weren't directly a battle group resource.  So, as a 

Company Ops Officer and planning a deliberate operation 

where I deemed it necessary or it would be useful for a 

dog to take part, I would bid to the battle group, the 

battle group would bid to brigade for that asset - and 

bearing in mind when I say deliberate operation, I'm 

talking days, weeks in advance of an operation taking 

place where dogs would go in and do a clearance, 

supported by other troops, and do their job. 

Q. Thank you very much, indeed.  I'm going to return us 460

back to the Ops Room and to the term "watchkeeper."  

Was that a title that you had when you were there in 

charge of the Ops Room? 

A. We call it triple-hatted responsibility.  Company 2, 

Company 2 IC and Company Ops Officer, which was my 

primary function, it was an additional duty to assume 

the battle group watchkeeper position, which rotated 

through most of the battle group officers who did not 

necessarily have another duty.  So, for example, the 

IO, the Intelligence Officer who you just heard from, 

had his own duty to perform and would not have been a 

watchkeeper I don't think at any stage in the Battalion 

Ops Room.  But the Company 2 ICs, appropriately, would 

take turns, amongst other officers, in assuming that 

role as watchkeeper. 

Q. On 15th August you were wearing that third hat? 461

A. I was, yeah. 

Q. And what was the function of the watchkeeper over and 462

above the other duties that you have described that you 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

15:00

15:01

15:01

15:01

15:01

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

126

had in your double-hatted role? 

A. Really, I say command loosely, Command and Control, C2 

is what we term it, but it's really a C2 function, 

Command is vested in the commanders, the Commanding 

Officer, the Company Commanders and the multiple 

Commanders and Platoon Commanders of the assets.  So, 

the watchkeeper is there to passage and prioritise 

appropriate information to the commanders for their 

decision-making and to log down what is occurring.  And 

to play their part in effecting further communication 

with other organisations.  And that is very routinely. 

Q. So, you have mentioned in the course of that answer 463

"log down"? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And just help us to understand, we are familiar now 464

with the term "Watchkeeper's Log," is that what you are 

referring to? 

A. Yes, you would log down key information into the 

Watchkeeper's Log. 

Q. And the version that you used? 465

A. Yes. 

Q. We would like to understand it, was that in a ring 466

binder, a series of sheets?  Was it a bound book?  What 

form did the Watchkeeper's Log take? 

A. And the Watchkeeper's Log is a communal document set, a 

piece of stationery, produced by the Army which is used 

across all operations rooms.  And I've been familiar 

with them in other operational settings other than 

Northern Ireland, so it's a very commonly used format.  
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And it comes in a block, I couldn't say of how many 

sheets, let's say approximately 100 sheets, and you are 

able -- you're supposed to place the cardboard from 

underneath that block of sheets underneath the first 

two sheets that you write on and one would carbon score 

the other underneath it, with your piece of cardboard 

preventing the writing going through to other sheets 

underneath it.  When that sheet was then written on, it 

would be placed into a binder almost exactly the same 

as this, on the desk. 

Q. When you say when that sheet was written on and placed 467

in a binder, are both sheets taken out and put in a 

binder or are they separated at that time, because 

we've got a duplicate, haven't we? 

A. Yes.  I can't recall whether the separation happens -- 

I believe that it happened, in my recollection, 

separately, that the separation is one sheet went into 

a binder on the desk and the other sheet went into 

another binder. 

Q. What was the purpose of the Watchkeeper's Log, what 468

made the cut to go in and what would be left out? 

A. That is left to sort of judgment of the watchkeeper at 

the time as to what was important enough.  The idea was 

that key communications, most of which that affected a 

decision on the grouped or that affected the decision 

to deploy forces, gave key, locations, so aside from 

writing things in the logbook.  Another responsibility 

of ours was to go up and to mark the mapping.  

Generally speaking, I would try and get the signaller 
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to refresh the map marking because it was very 

important that the watchkeeper kept account of where 

everybody was within the operating area.  Predominantly 

where our troops were. 

Q. So, you, as the watchkeeper, make a judgment about what 469

you're going to record in there? 

A. Yeah, absolutely. 

Q. You describe the process of it being removed from the 470

stack of the pages.  Your belief is that one goes into 

a binder like that, the other goes into a different 

binder? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. What are the purpose of the two binders, why do we need 471

two copies of this rather than just one? 

A. Well, one is a -- the binder that remains on the desk 

is important for the subsequent watchkeepers so that 

they can come on to the watch, read back through 

information that has happened, let's say, in the past 

24 hours.  I can't recall how many sheets would be held 

in a binder at any one time because really that would 

have been the responsibility of the battle group Ops 

staff for that particular Ops Room.  But at Company 

level that worked in exactly the same way in that one 

sheet would go into a folder that remained on the desk 

in the Ops Room, the watchkeeper, and presumably the 

other goes in for record keeping.  So, one is more of a 

current refresh, and bear in mind we didn't have the 

operating systems that we have today, that gave you a 

database of everything that had been going on in the 
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past few days and months, it was all -- predominantly, 

it was done by paper. 

Q. At what stage would the two sheets be removed from the 472

stack?  Would you wait till you got to the bottom of 

the sheet before you removed them or might they be 

removed at some earlier stage? 

A. No, you would remove them from the block of sheets, you 

would remove it straight away, because you probably 

imagine a sort of gum that held those sheets together 

at the back and once you start folding them over each 

other, one, they could get marked or dirty, you would 

want to take them off straight away and put them into 

one or t'other folder.

Q. It was my fault, it was a poor question in terms of its 473

phraseology.  Would you wait to complete the sheet and 

then immediately remove it, or might you remove it 

before it was complete and add to it after that? 

A. In most cases - and we'll come on to a slightly 

different case - it would be completed to the end.  Or, 

you may come to the end of a shift where the sheet has 

only been filled up halfway, you get to midnight and 

then a fresh sheet is started at midnight or 0001, to 

be precise, with new serial numbering on there for a 

new day.  So, even if it was incomplete sheet you would 

take it off and put it into the binder. 

Q. Finally, by way of generality about this log and how it 474

ordinarily operated, were entries made 

contemporaneously, as we might say, in real-time or 

were they entered after events? 
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A. Probably the easiest answer is to say sometimes yes, 

sometimes no because things can occur.  At that time, 

when somebody is not taking notes - and bearing in mind 

most of the time you're on a radio or you're on a phone 

talking to somebody, naturally, it is a few minutes 

afterwards that you then write in, if it was 

significant enough to do so, would write something into 

the log.  So, it doesn't necessarily reflect an 

immediate contemporaneous entry of data and can be 

absolutely added to afterwards if any more information 

came to light that was important. 

MR. DE LE POER:  We're going to turn now to have a look 

at the documents.  I'm just going to turn behind me to 

see -- we'd normally take a break around this time, but 

I wonder if we might make a start on this.  Our 

shorthand writer indicates she's okay to continue for a 

period.  

CHAIRMAN:  I'll leave it to you to keep an eye on where 

we are. 

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  I certainly will do that, thank you 475

very much.  Ms. Montgomery, can we bring up on to the 

screen INQ 034853?  Can we start on page 9, please.  

[Short pause].  I know you've had an opportunity, 

Former Captain Peebles, to familiarise yourself with 

both this and the other document that we're going to 

look at together, but let's just have a look at what's 

on screen now.  We can see towards the top right-hand 

corner the date is 14th August 1998, so, the day before 

the attack? 
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A. Yeah. 

Q. We can see that the sheet number is 4.  We can see that 476

the last serial entry in the left-hand column, do you 

see that, is 23 in terms of the complete entry, and 

then "001" is written beneath it? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And we can see that Sergeant Cooke, who seems to be the 477

author of this document as per the heading, has started 

to write "0001" and then thought better of it; and can 

you just help us with your experience about what you 

would expect a watchkeeper to be doing, we can see the 

serial 23 is an hour before midnight.  2300? 

A. Yeah.  He's put in his last entry, his last true entry 

at 2300 when there was any information of worth.  He, 

as you said, likely put in 0001 and then on reflection 

decided actually I'm going to turn the sheets and start 

a new sheet, I expect, when he passed over the midnight 

hour. 

Q. So we turn to the next page please, Ms. Montgomery, 478

we'll see the next sheet and we can see "0001" and in 

the top right-hand corner you can see sheet No.1, would 

you expect a new sheet number to reflect a new day? 

A. So, the first significant entry of that day marks 0200 

it says "info only," there is no "to," no "from," 

"Colour Sergeant McCleary has come into the Ops Room to 

take out of from, forgive me, who was the one before?  

Q. He was Sergeant Cooke? 479

A. Sergeant Cooke.  And Colour Sergeant McCleary has put, 

he's the log keeper at the top, so he has started that 
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fresh sheet with his first annotation being this is the 

first thing we're going to log in the day starting 0001 

on 15th August 98, that I took over Colour Sergeant 

McCleary took over at 0200 hrs. 

Q. Now, the previous day's sheet, the final one was 4? 480

A. Yeah. 

Q. Was it conventional for the sheet number to continue, 481

so that the next day would be 5, or would you expect a 

reset on the sheet? 

A. No, you would have ended up with, well, however many 

thousands of sheets.  So, the convention was to start 

sheet number 0001 on the new date in question. 

Q. So, a reset of the sheet number and reset of the serial 482

numbering? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. We can see the second entry is where you come into the 483

picture; do you agree? 

A. Yes, it is. 

Q. So, at 0800 hrs "Captain Peebles T/OVER" is that takes 484

over? 

A. Take over. 

Q. "Watchkeeper"? 485

A. Yes.

Q. And is the handwriting that we see on the balance of 486

this page your handwriting? 

A. It is. 

Q. We can see that the serials continue to 0006 and we're 487

going to proceed, please, to the next page bearing in 

mind that the last entry there is 1147 hrs.  We can see 
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top right-hand corner, sheet 2? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, following on from sheet 1, and the serial is 7 488

following on from serial 6? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And if we continue down we'll see, 013 serial:  489

"1440, bomb warning on RUC means."  

Do you see that? 

A. Yes.

Q. Is that your handwriting? 490

A. Yes, it is. 

Q. And in terms of the security classification, which 491

appears at the very top, do we see "restricted Ops"? 

A. Yes, and that is the way that I titled, generally 

speaking, my Watchkeeper's Logs with "restricted Ops". 

Q. Now, in terms of your entry 013, "bomb warning on RUC 492

means," you've not filled in any actions against that; 

do you agree? 

A. I agree. 

Q. And nor have you completed the row at the bottom? 493

A. No, I haven't. 

Q. We're going to go to the next page and then just try 494

and understand that, but do you want to add something? 

A. May I add something?  

Q. Of course you can, yes.495

A. And note where the information came from, says "INT" 

which is Int, so, that gives you an indication of where 
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I received that initial piece of information from. 

Q. So, Int being a reference? 496

A. Intelligence Cell. 

Q. Former Captain Hodgson's Intelligence Cell, not 497

himself? 

A. Not him. 

Q. The person who, as he's described it, would have filled 498

in the Daily Occurrence Book, would not have done so 

before they had relayed that information to you in the 

Ops Room? 

A. Yes. 

Q. We're going to come to the timings of these entries in 499

a moment but let's go over the page, please, bearing in 

mind the security classification that you had 

previously used.  You had used the term "restricted 

Ops" on the previous sheet.  We can see that the 

security classification box now says "restricted 

incident," why you have written that? 

A. Because -- and this is quite an important transition; 

so when we were informed that there had been a bomb 

warning and there was not very much information at that 

point to go off, my recollection being that a person 

came from the Int Cell into the Ops Room and said, "can 

you hear what's going on in the RUC Net?"  To which I 

said, "no".  And I can explain why.  

So, in the course of the conversation that toed and 

froed thereafter, i.e. 'you need to go and find me more 

information,' and then a subsequent call that I made to 
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the RUC to find out more information about the bomb 

warning, it was evident to me that we were on the 

foothills of something important.  So, I started a new 

sheet and at that time it was unlikely to be labelled 

at all, either restricted incident or otherwise, but I 

started a new sheet because I knew it was highly likely 

we were going to be writing stuff in quick time.  And 

then the idea being that I would collate the 

information in a clear way and transpose that into the 

log when we had that information available.  And then 

it became fairly clear that this was becoming more 

serious as time went on. 

Q. I just need to unpick one or two things that you've 500

just told us about.  The first is that you said that 

you could explain why you answered the person you were 

speaking to, who we understand will be Lance Corporal 

Thompson? 

A. Thompson. 

Q. Exactly right.  Why you said you couldn't hear the RUC 501

Net? 

A. Yes.

Q. Why did you say that? 502

A. So, it might be helpful, at this point, to try to 

illustrate to the Inquiry how the Ops Room was set up.  

So, if you imagine that this as being the main desk 

where I was sat and the signaller off to my left, 

obviously, a much larger desk with variety bits of 

equipment in front of it, our military radio, which was 

then known as "Cougarnet," the Province Incident Net, 
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which was another radio system but based on the 

Cougarnet system but on a different channel.  The tape 

recorder, we'll come on to that no doubt later.  But 

off to the right-hand of the desk which I remembered 

vividly, was a separate radio system which was the RUC 

radio.  

The RUC radio had a small sort of Pressel handset with 

a short of stretchy cord, and for a lot of the time the 

volume on the RUC radio was turned down.  Not switched 

off but turned down, simply because the day-to-day 

chatter on the RUC Net got in the way of listening to 

our own radio communications for running our patrols, 

which was the primary function of the Ops Room.  So, 

the RUC Net radio existed in the Ops Room not for the 

day-to-day monitoring of radio chatter but to be 

available in an incident such as this.  And grateful 

for the fact that it was there, in order to improve our 

situational awareness and give us another system with 

which we could communicate with the RUC if other means 

broke down.

Q. Former Captain Peebles, I'm going to ask for a break in 503

a moment, but I don't want to leave this very important 

moment in time.  You have reported Lance Corporal 

Thompson coming in to give you information and you've 

reported a conversation that you had with him telling 

him you needed more information and dispatching him for 

that purpose.  It's a very long time ago, but doing the 

best you can, what was it, at that stage, that Lance 
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Corporal Thompson told you? 

A. My recollection is asking the question:  "Have you 

heard what is being said on the RUC Net?"  I was 

oblivious to it at the time so I said "no."  And that 

he had said that there is a bomb warning.  But very 

little more than that.  And I can assure you that if 

there was anything more that he gave me at that point 

in time, I would have written that down, because that 

is critical to the information that -- I need to brief 

the Commanding Officer, I need to brief the Ops 

officer.  It is very difficult to do that when I know 

the first question they're going to ask me is, okay, so 

where, when and how.  And at that time, you know, we 

were not given anything more than that.  But then 

you'll see that what is logged is in 14:40, so at some 

point shortly thereafter we were given more 

information. 

Q. We're going to look at this sheet after the break that 504

I'm going to propose, but if we cast our mind back to 

the entry on the preceding sheet to a serial 13, it 

just followed in the sequence.  When in the course of 

the events that you have described, in other words 

before, during or after, do you think you made that 

preceding entry that was marked at 14:40? 

A. On the one that's on the screen?  

Q. On the previous page? 505

A. On the previous.  Then, yeah, as close to then as 

possible.  It is possible that he -- that there was a 

timing given that he was able to give me and it would 
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have been important that -- what I can't reconcile 

right now, whether that was a time that reflected a 

time that he had been given and passed to me, or 

whether that was pretty much the moment when he came in 

and said, 'Look, have you heard what's going on.'  So, 

I don't know is, giving you a clear answer, what 14:40 

represents.  But, I suppose, if you take it from my 

perspective the clock starts ticking at 14:40. 

MR. DE LE POER:  Thank you very much.  Sir, would that 

be a convenient moment for a ten-minute break. 

CHAIRMAN:  Yes.  When would you suggest we return, 25 

to?  

MR. DE LA POER:  I think so.  Yes, please.  

THE INQUIRY ADJOURNED BRIEFLY AND RESUMED AS FOLLOWS: 

CHAIRMAN:  Mr. de la Poer.  

MR. DE LA POER:  Thank you, Sir.  

FORMER CAPTAIN MICHAEL PEEBLES WAS CONTINUED TO BE 

QUESTIONED BY MR. DE LE POER AS FOLLOWS:

Q. MR. DE LE POER:  Former Captain Peebles, we have on 506

screen the second iteration of your 14:40 entry, which 

now appears at the top and is given the serial 1, and 

in the top right-hand corner we can see in the sheet 

number, "00" and then written in much darker text what 

appears to be a "3" but which might suggest a previous 

number has been written over? 
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A. Yes, that is the case, and written over by me. 

Q. Okay.  Well, we'll take it in stages.  If we just move 507

to the next page to see another illustration of this 

and then I'm sure you will be able to agree, given that 

last answer, that we can see the same occurring in the 

top right-hand corner that a number has been written 

over? 

A. Yes, it says "4." 

Q. Going back to that preceding page, and just help us, 508

what number did you first write? 

A. So, I wrote "001." 

Q. And why did you write "001"? 509

A. Because it was the beginning of a significant incident. 

Q. Why then did you write over it with a "3"? 510

A. I believe this will be because when it was placed back 

into the running log folder then that -- in order to 

make it contiguous with the previous log sheets that 

ran 1, 2 and then this would have been the third one, 

in order to make it contiguous I then wrote in 2, 4, 5, 

and so on, to make it contiguous, within that -- so it 

was a contiguous Watchkeeper's Log account, whereas I 

can't remember now whether this means it was the top 

sheet or the underlying sheet, but the top sheet was 

likely to become the incident log.  So, it becomes a 

separate entity.  That was my intention and that was my 

logic at the time.

Q. I'm going to just draw your attention to some features 511

on this sheet before we go to look at a different 

version of the same sheet.  So, you will see, on the 
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first row, that in the "action" column we've "guard 

Quick Reaction Force stood to" and then "OMA OOB;" do 

you see that?

A. Yes.

Q. And it's the "OMA OOB" that I'm drawing attention to, 512

we understand that to indicate Omagh out of bounds? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, I'm going to ask you about the order in which 513

you've entered these in a moment, but we're just at the 

moment just analysing this sheet together so that we've 

got the necessary information in our minds? 

A. Yes.

Q. At serial 3, the primary entry is at 14:50, but do you 514

see there is secondary entry under that serial, 15:53? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that reads, "from RUC, 15-minute warning" and then 515

"from HQ RUC 500lb vehicle borne IED, codeword given, 

Inspector Johnston," we are now reading down the action 

column, "Duty Inspector" and I'm asked to -- and then I 

am not sure I can read that next word.  And so it goes 

on.  OC A Company in Ops Room? 

A. Yeah.  "Asked to phone OC A Company in Ops Room."   

Q. So, we're going to try and hold that information that 516

I've just drawn to your attention, the OMA OOB and that 

entry at 15:53 which cascades down the action column? 

CHAIRMAN:  Is it not 14:53?  

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  Sorry, 14:53, Sir, you're quite right.  517

Thank you for the correction.  So, that's one feature 

that we're going to hold in our heads as we just have a 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

15:42

15:42

15:42

15:42

15:43

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

141

look at another document please.  So, if I can ask 

please to come on screen INQ 013164.  So, this 

document, which is fainter in the way that it appears 

in the reproduction we have digitally, has at the top 

"Omagh Town bomb log" written in black pen? 

A. Yes. 

Q. We can then see what may be impressions from the top 518

sheet, so this may be the bottom sheet, bearing in mind 

the faintness of the text, but do you also see that a 

feature of this is that not everything seems to fall 

exactly on the line, some of the entries are, in fact, 

written as if the line goes through them? 

A. Yes, this is the carbon copy underneath them, yes. 

Q. Is that coming from your use of these documents that 519

you're very familiar with that there isn't always 

perfect alignment with the copy underneath? 

A. Oh, yeah, if you're talking about the alignment within 

the boxes, yes.

Q. Now, just to pick out some features on here, you'll 520

recall I drew your attention to those words in row 1 

"OMA OOB," do you agree that those are absent on this 

version? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And do you also agree that absent on this version is 521

the entry at 14:53 that moves under the bottom of 

serial 3 and appears to cascade down the "action" 

column? 

A. Yes. 

Q. A final thing to draw your attention to, if you look in 522
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the top right-hand corner we can see that what appears 

to be 001, which is out of alignment with the box, has 

been struck through? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And above it "003," is written? 523

A. Yes. 

Q. So, my first question, having just identified those 524

about this sheet is, do you know who wrote "003" and 

struck through the "001"? 

A. I think that was me, I believe.  I can't remember but I 

think that was me making the adjustments, as I 

mentioned before. 

Q. We're trying to draw some common sense conclusions.  We 525

can see that the 001 has been struck through rather 

than overwritten, as we saw on the previous version; 

can we conclude from that, that the moment that this 

was struck through, the two versions had been 

separated? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Otherwise, that overwriting would have been apparent on 526

this? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And does it also follow that those additional entries 527

that we looked at on the previous version must have 

been added --

A. Yes.

Q. -- after the two sheets were separated, otherwise, 528

again, we would have seen an impression of those? 

A. Yes, they were and that was by me. 
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Q. And so, having just had a look at those features of 529

those documents, what I'd really seek your help on is, 

to reconstruct, as best you can, the order of events.  

In other words, firstly, when these entries were made, 

the ones that appear on both documents, so when they 

were together, and then we'll move on and I'll ask you 

so that you will know, that will be your cue, when the 

additional changes were made.  So, let's stick with the 

features in common.  Were they written 

contemporaneously to the times that you have given, or 

were they written at some other time? 

A. I could not say for every case whether the timings are 

contemporaneous to an event.  On this sheet, and the 

one that we are looking at, I believe that I wrote that 

in at the time, but it was thereafter that the sheets 

are then written in postscript within six to 12 hours 

after, well the next morning, effectively, when I came 

back into work. 

Q. So, can I just reflect back to you what I understand 530

you to be saying.  You can't say, firstly, exactly when 

you made all of the entries that are in common to both 

sheets? 

A. Yes.

Q. So, when they were together? 531

A. I can say it is no more than, in totality, the changes 

to the serials, the additional add info notes on one of 

the sheets, not both of them, within no more than 24 

hours after the event. 

Q. So, there you're talking about the features that they 532
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don't have in common, so the ones that were added to 

the top sheet --

A. Yes.

Q. -- after the separation? 533

A. Yes. 

Q. Let's just focus on the entries they do have in common, 534

just reflecting to you your answer, you can't say 

exactly when but is it your expectation that that would 

have been recorded around the time the incident was 

unfolding? 

A. Yes.  Yes. 

Q. There then comes a stage, if I've understood it 535

correctly, where the forms are separated so they no 

longer have the information in common, and if we go 

back please to 034853, page 12, we'll see where that 

additional information is to be found, so that's on the 

top copy.  When do you think you added that additional 

information? 

A. In the following day and after I had listened to the 

tapes. 

Q. That was what I was coming to.  So, there was a 536

recording facility in the Ops Room, is that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was that a standard tape as they were back in those 537

days, a cassette tape? 

A. A cassette tape, yes.

Q. And was it, as, many people may have been familiar with 538

who lived through that time, a tape that you could turn 

around to record on the B side? 
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A. Yes, it was. 

Q. What was the expectation in terms of who would press 539

record and who would turn the tape around to continue 

the recording? 

A. So, I took the decision to press the record button and, 

thereafter, it was between me and the signaller to turn 

over the tape, or switch out the tape when it ran out. 

Q. So, when you say that you took the decision to press 540

record? 

A. Yes.

Q. Was it not continuously recording then? 541

A. After I -- no.  Probably best described.  Old-fashioned 

tape recorder, eight inches by five, with tapes in it, 

the bank of buttons at the end.  Not even powered, 

powered by battery, and only there for the purpose of 

when there was an incident.  Omagh, the Omagh bomb was 

the only time in my two years in Northern Ireland when 

I used a tape recorder.  And the purpose of having it 

there was to -- recognising that the watchkeepers could 

become and all of the staff could become very busy, it 

was to record our conversations with whichever agencies 

over the radio, whatever it could pick up, bearing in 

mind its position within the room, so if somebody was 

stood at the other end of the room it may not pick up 

what they were saying, so, that you could go back in 

over those tapes and have, at least relatively accurate 

record, if not exact record of the sequence of events 

and timings.  There are some fallibilities.  So, there 

was no alert or alarm that told you, you were coming 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

15:50

15:50

15:50

15:51

15:51

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

146

towards the end of the tape.  So, in amongst all of the 

commotion the tape could come to an end and there would 

just be a little click, and if somebody didn't notice 

it, they didn't notice it and then it wasn't turned -- 

and that happened at least on one occasion at some 

point over the event.  Or somebody could just -- or we 

started to run out of tapes.  So, I also recorded 

towards the end of the day, after the tape had been 

going consistent, pretty much consistently over the 

incident, that I asked for more tapes to be sourced 

because we were running out. 

Q. And about what time do you think you pressed record? 542

A. On the time that it says there, so 14:55. 

CHAIRMAN:  Just before we leave this, do you mind if I 

clarify something in my own mind, Mr. de la Poer?  

MR. DE LA POER:  Of course, Sir.

CHAIRMAN:  Captain Peebles, we've been looking at what 

you've explained is the top copy of the sheets on the 

Watchkeeper's Log and also the carbonless copies that 

are made at the same time. 

THE WITNESS:  Yes. 

CHAIRMAN:  And you've explained to us that the top 

copies have some additional features which you've just 

been talking about 

THE WITNESS:  Yes.

CHAIRMAN:  And you've explained when they came to be 

entered. 

THE WITNESS:  Yes. 

CHAIRMAN:  What I wasn't just sure about, though, was 
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this, obviously, there's information which is common to 

both under for example, the "events" heading. 

THE WITNESS:  Yes. 

CHAIRMAN:  So, in the "events" column there's 

information that's been recorded and we can see that it 

finds its way through to the carbonless copy as well.  

When Mr. de la Poer was asking you about when these 

entries, which are consistent in each of the two copies 

were made, you said something to the effect of -- you 

wrote in at the time, but the sheets that were written 

in postscript were within six to 12 hours afterwards.  

I wasn't quite sure what I followed that.  What was it 

that was written in six to 12 hours afterwards?  

THE WITNESS:  So, the subsequent sheets beyond what is 

there marked "003," were written up in the morning 

using the tape recordings.  This one I believe to be an 

original sheet written at the time. 

CHAIRMAN:  I see. 

THE WITNESS:  So, by the time I came to what I thought 

was the end of writing up the sheets toward the end of 

the following day, and submitting them back, evidently 

they had been separated by the time I put in to the 

actions, the actions that were undertaken and the 

important fact of when the tape was started, which I, 

for whatever reason, the sheet had been separated by 

the point I'd added that note. 

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  We don't see that on the carbonless 543

copy, do we, that entry which, if we all navigate to 

it, is on 0044, 14:55, under the events there's a cross 
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had out bit and then we can see "tape started"? 

A. Yes.  There's a lot packed into that period of time and 

I must have felt that there wasn't a sufficient account 

in what I had written at that point accounting for 

either what was on the tape or what was, you know, what 

should have been recorded as actions at the time, that 

were undertaken.

CHAIRMAN:  Does that mean that the entries from 14:55 

were the entries that were made at a later point?  

THE WITNESS:  No, Sir.  This appears to have been -- 

14:53 was put in afterwards.  Then when we move on to 

the next sheet, this is when I start to write up the 

whole log neatly from that point on words. 

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  So, we go over the page.  544

A. Yes.

Q. You think the entries, save for 14:53 and that 545

information not in common was written up 

contemporaneously? 

A. Yes.

Q. Then we go over to the next page which is where we will 546

see an entry timed at three o'clock.  Now, these 

entries here on this next sheet for the incident, do 

you think those were written up near contemporaneously 

or were they the product of, as you've described it 

listening back to the tape? 

A. I don't believe they were.  Using contemporaneous 

information, yes, from the tapes and from the notepaper 

that I was using at the time.  But when the bomb went 

off, it was pandemonium, understandably. 
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CHAIRMAN:  I'm not sure you've told us about the 

notepaper you were using. 

THE WITNESS:  I don't recall well, but the notepaper in 

front of me was the stack of log sheets and memo pads, 

if I remember rightly.  So, the two things I had to 

write on, bits of paper, were the wedge of log sheets 

and some memo pads. 

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  Do you think you may have -- 547

A. So, anything I wrote down after that in addition to 

the, you know the tape information was hastily 

scribbled on sheets of paper like that, yes. 

Q. This Watchkeeper's Log, were you expected to maintain a 548

neat and legible version or --

A. Yes.

Q. -- would it have been appropriate for to you scrawl 549

real-time, pandemonium notes on? 

A. No, this is to get as accurate a ledger of an incident 

as possible and a tape -- the tape's existence was 

there to take account of the fact that you'd be too 

busy to write down these notes in amongst the other 

things you were trying to achieve. 

Q. Now, we will all be familiar that there are some 550

documents which it is entirely inappropriate to go back 

and alter or add to after the event, particularly if 

you're adding times, we all know about such documents 

in our ordinary lives, I'd like to you help with this 

particular document.  In your view, was it appropriate, 

based on the circumstances that you were dealing with 

and the function of this document, for you to be 
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creating, effectively, non-contemporaneous notes, timed 

and dated at earlier times; was that within the scope 

of the document? 

A. Yes, yes. 

CHAIRMAN:  This is in effect to be the final record. 

THE WITNESS:  Yes, Sir, absolutely. 

Q. MR. DE LA POER:  Finally this from me, Former 551

Captain Peebles, the Inquiry is investigating a very 

real and sincerely held concern that there has been an 

attempt to rewrite history and I want to give you an 

opportunity to help us with that to the degree that you 

can.  Firstly, we know from the Daily Occurrence Book 

that read on its face it appears that there were 

threats, bomb threats made to locations other than 

Omagh before 14:40; was that something that you have a 

recollection of ever discussing with anybody? 

A. No. 

Q. Had that been communicated to you either at the time of 552

the incident -- well, let's start with that.  Before 

the explosion is that something would you have regarded 

as significant? 

A. Yes, and it would have gone into the previous sheet had 

that been disclosed to me at the time. 

Q. Once the pandemonium had subsided, had that been 553

communicated to you, would you have regarded that as 

significant? 

A. Yes, had that information been presented to me and then 

I would have considered whether it would make that into 

the log. 
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Q. Putting the issue foursquare for you to comment upon, 554

your first entry timed at 14:40 does not mention the 

threat being specific to Omagh, the second one does? 

A. Yes. 

Q. I want to just give you an opportunity to explain why 555

that is? 

A. So, as I mentioned, the very first mention of bomb 

warning was walked in with very little information 

other than that by the Int Cell.  So, we elucidated 

more information from the RUC, and that was me phoning 

them to find out more detail, which then disclosed, you 

know, a number of facts which are recorded there.  

I would like to express my primary recollections of the 

time with or without notes in that my understanding was 

the target was the courthouse.  My understanding was 

the RUC were clearing away from the courthouse.  And, 

therefore, everything within the proximity to the 

courthouse was being cleared.  The one ongoing concern 

was that the RUC had not yet located a vehicle, a 

suspect vehicle.  Clearly, we then understood, 

potentially, what the size of the device was and the 

impact that that may have if it were to be in the 

vicinity of the courthouse.  Shortly after the 

explosion took place it wasn't until - and this is 

recorded in the log - Gazelle 5 was up and I asked it 

to give a grid reference of the seat of the explosion 

that we really then understood, and I asked them to 

repeat that grid reference because I didn't believe it.  
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Because I believed when I heard the explosion that it 

was going to be up near the courthouse and it wasn't.  

And that, coupled with the radio traffic that we could 

then by that point hear from the RUC of screams and 

cries and how frantic the RUC were, made it very clear 

that something very different had occurred to what I 

had expected on the basis of the information that we 

were given at the time. 

MR. DE LE POER:  Former Captain Peebles, those are my 

questions for you.  Can I turn now please to Mr. Kane, 

King's Counsel, on behalf of the John McBurney client 

group.  

FORMER CAPTAIN MICHAEL PEEBLES WAS QUESTIONED BY 

MR. KANE AS FOLLOWS:  

Q. MR. KANE:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Is there any 556

reason why you would not have had access to the Daily 

Occurrence Book when you were writing your 

Watchkeeper's logs? 

A. I wasn't aware of its existence.  It was never a 

document that I came across -- the first time I was 

aware of that document was a couple of weeks ago when 

this was sent as part of the evidence of this Inquiry.  

I was never aware that that was kept or had any, you 

know, relevance to my work within the Ops Room.

Q. So, the entry, if we cam just have it up on screen, 557

which is 034854-0006? 

A. Sorry, can I see?
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Q. It will come up.  And if the bottom half could be...  558

So, just so that I'm absolutely clear, this is an 

extract from the Daily Occurrence Book which was 

maintained by a Lance Corporal in the Intelligence 

Cell.  If we can just, perhaps, go back to 0002, just 

so we see the front cover.  That's the front cover, 

it's printed, you'll see down at the bottom "printed in 

the UK for HMSO," are you saying you never had seen a 

book like this during your time of service? 

A. I have not, Sir.  When I first saw this a couple of 

weeks ago I remarked, "Is this the Daily Occurrence 

Book from the Guard Room, where has it come from?"  

Because I've never seen it. 

Q. You would have been in and out, I take it, from time to 559

time to the Int Cell, would you not? 

A. No. 

Q. Not at all? 560

A. No, Sir, they would come and the Int officers or the 

Int Cell personnel would come and brief us in the Ops 

Room. 

Q. Now, can I then just ask you about whenever you had 561

contact with the person who came from the Int Cell, 

what you've said is that - and, again, I'm only taking 

a very shorthand note, but you said the bomb warning 

was very little more than that? 

A. Yes.

Q. Is that basically what you were told? 562

A. In the very first instance. 

Q. Yes.  So, you weren't given any other details about the 563
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area in which it was or the size of it? 

A. At that point, no.  No, Sir. 

Q. Or the use of a codeword? 564

A. No, in the early stages, no. 

Q. But you're clear, from your own recollection, that 565

somebody came from the Int Cell and told you that there 

was a bomb warning for Omagh? 

A. I am, yes. 

MR. KANE:  If just give me a moment, Sir, just one 

moment. 

CHAIRMAN:  Well, I wonder if you've answered that last 

question correctly, and if the proposition was put 

clearly.  The question was that you were clear, in your 

first recollection, that when somebody came from the 

Intelligence Cell they told you there was a bomb 

warning for Omagh.  But in your first entry all you've 

put is "bomb warning on RUC means". 

THE WITNESS:  Yes. 

CHAIRMAN:  I'd rather thought you told us it wasn't 

specific?  

THE WITNESS:  The inference for Omagh. 

CHAIRMAN:  Sorry?  

THE WITNESS:  The inference being for Omagh and that it 

would affect us. 

CHAIRMAN:  I see.  Do you remember that or not because 

it doesn't seem to be in the first entry?  

THE WITNESS:  I remember sending him back to find out 

more information because it was insufficient. 

CHAIRMAN:  And then you phoned the RUC?  
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THE WITNESS:  Yes, yes sir. 

CHAIRMAN:  Which RUC, do you remember?  

THE WITNESS:  Omagh, Omagh Station.  

Q. MR. KANE:  Did he come back with further information, 566

the person who'd come to you initially? 

A. I can't recall whether the person alleged to be Lance 

Corporal Thompson came back and gave me the further 

information.  But my belief is, and there may be double 

taps on information as well, of course, is that I had 

the conversation with the RUC, they gave me what they 

had at that time and then, at that point, I knew, and 

when "codeword" was mentioned, things started to 

escalate. 

MR. KANE:  Very well, thank you very much indeed.  

MR. DE LA POER:  Thank you, Mr. Kane.  Can I next turn 

to Mr. McGowan on behalf of the Fox Law group.  

MR. McGOWAN:  Sir, we are content that we don't need to 

ask any questions. 

CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.  

MR. DE LA POER:  Mr. Toal, on behalf of PA Duffy, Roche 

McBride and Campbell and Haughey group, please.

FORMER CAPTAIN MICHAEL PEEBLES WAS QUESTIONED BY 

MR. McGOWAN AS FOLLOWS:  

Q. MR. McGOWAN:  Captain Peebles, I just want to make it 567

clear that in my questions I don't criticise you in any 

way, and in actual fact your proactive response on 15th 

August should be commended.  
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You said the following at paragraphs 25 and 26 of your 

statement, and you're talking about the RUC, you say:  

"In order to support them, the key assets were troops 

in vehicles to provide security to the RUC, assist 

clearance, cordons and security."  

And 26 you say:  

"The military were capable and trained to conduct these 

tasks independently of the RUC, but particularly post 

the Good Friday Agreement the form was to follow police 

primacy."  

Yes?  

A. Yeah. 

Q. Now, when you refer to post Good Friday Agreement 568

arrangements, are you referencing the drive towards 

normalisation? 

A. I am exactly that, Sir. 

Q. You are.  And before the Good Friday Agreement, is the 569

inference that things were different and the military 

had more autonomy to react to these situations? 

A. The inference would be, my experience would be divided 

into two, in that my recollection is our time in Omagh 

was always police led because it was quieter, it was 

more peaceful.  Our autonomy was executed more 

vigorously along the Borders, Fermanagh, Rosslea and 

Clogher. 
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Q. Yes.  570

A. But we would never operate without an RUC officer 

present.  So, in a sense, RUC primacy always existed in 

my recollection from when I arrived in '97. 

Q. So, you would always have needed a request from the RUC 571

to become involved? 

A. Depending on the situation.  If an event had just 

occurred.  For example, we had something called 'Rat 

Trap' which was a codeword that was given in response 

to an incident, most likely a terrorist incident 

whereby we would send call signs out to the nearest 

road to set up VCPs in order to try to prevent the 

getaway of the terrorists.  So, there were certain 

actions taken with autonomy, yes.  

Q. I'm just trying to understand, had this bomb warning 572

been phoned in 1988 as opposed to '98, would, for 

example, ATO and other robot assets be deployed 

immediately into the Town Centre without an official 

request from the RUC?  Was that possible?  

A. I honestly comment for the pre-ceasefire and pre-Good 

Friday Agreement standard of operation autonomy. 

Q. Yes.  Because amongst concern of the victims is that 573

immediate Army deployment and involvement may have 

changed the course of events, you understand that? 

A. Yes, I do. 

Q. And, as I understand your evidence today, the Army were 574

listening to the RUC Net as essentially a backup 

measure, is that correct? 

A. Up to a point.  Once it was evident that there was a 
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scenario unfolding, then it was another source of 

information.  If any decision was going to be executed, 

it was likely to be conducted over the telephone.  So, 

a phone call through to Omagh Station. 

Q. Yes.  Could I just probe that, please?  The key message 575

received over the RUC Net occurred at 14:40, yes? 

A. As I understand it, yes. 

Q. And you then - and this is at serial 002 - you phone 576

the RUC Ops Room to ask for more information, correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that was at 14:45? 577

A. Yes, I'm taking it that that's what it says in the log, 

yes.

Q. So, before that time when you placed that phone call, 578

had any RUC officer made contact with the Army to make 

them aware that they were dealing with an accredited 

bomb warning? 

A. If they didn't phone through to the Ops Room, other 

avenues could have been to phone somebody else that 

they knew, the Commanding Officer or some other Duty 

Officer, but you would expect it to come to the Ops 

Room, which is where I was sat, and I would have picked 

up that call. 

Q. Well, let's just take a look at that information.  If 579

they had phoned someone else from within the Army, I'm 

sure that the very first call that they would make 

would be to the Ops Room; correct? 

A. Yes, I would expect so. 

Q. So, we know the RUC were on notice from 14:30, so 580
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that's a full 15 minutes without any official contact 

from the RUC, would you agree with that? 

A. Evidently, so. 

Q. And when that contact did occur, it was initiated by 581

the Army and specifically by you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, in your statement at paragraph 37 you say:  582

"The Army Quick Reaction Force could have actioned 

eight to 15 soldiers and up to four vehicles at 15 

minutes' notice."  

Is that correct?" 

A. Yes, we could have done. 

Q. So, had the Army been immediately notified by the 583

police at 14:30, they could have had 15 extra bodies on 

the streets of Omagh by the time they were first 

officially contacted, or made contact with the police 

about the bomb warning; yes? 

A. And, indeed, we stood by troops ready to go. 

Q. Yes.  You see, that is why we have been asking 584

questions about the Army listening in on the Police Net 

and why we have been asking about the lack of any 

formal agreement.  And the reason for that is that we 

are now led to believe that the RUC's official 

notification of a bomb warning to the Army depended 

upon an assumption that the Army would be listening to 

the RUC Net and inadvertently pick up this information 

some ten minutes after they received it; do you 
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understand that concern? 

A. I can understand that concern. 

Q. Did the RUC have their own bomb disposal teams? 585

A. I'm not aware, I can't recall. 

Q. So, they were depending on you, the Army, do that? 586

A. Presumably, yes. 

Q. And would an additional 15 minutes of notice assisted 587

the ATO had a device been located in Omagh? 

A. Had a device been located -- the ATO was put on notice 

pretty early, you can see when it appeared in the log, 

but as early as it could be, any notification that a 

bomb, IED, any explosive device might be involved in 

any incident we would have sought to let the ATO know 

as a critical asset, as early as possible so he can 

prepare, or she can prepare for a potential operation. 

Q. Yes.  So, had the RUC immediately requested your 588

support, you could have had 15 extra soldiers on the 

streets of Omagh assisting with the clear stage as 

well? 

A. Had they asked for that assistance.  I would caveat, 

though, that the RUC -- to be useful for the Inquiry I 

think I can provide the perspective that I took at the 

time that I was in the Ops Room.

Q. Yes.  589

A. My reading of the situation, of course, it got more 

perilous as you approached the time that one expected 

the bomb to potentially go off because nobody had found 

the device, but, we did ask the RUC if they felt they 

needed more resources from us. 
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Q. Yes.  590

A. And the answer, at that time, was no.  And in my 

reading of where they had deployed and had cleared, the 

running concern being that they hadn't identified the 

vehicle or a vehicle to be a suspect vehicle in 

question, so arguably there the ATO has nothing to 

clear if there has been no confirmation at least of a 

suspect vehicle.  But otherwise they were comfortable 

that a clearance operation was taking place and was 

making the immediate area of the courthouse safe, 

because they confirmed that they had cleared -- 

accounted for all vehicles and they had cleared all 

personnel from the area.  So, they were, from my 

perspective -- had we done the operation ourselves, we 

would have done exactly the same thing, started at the 

courthouse and cleared out from the courthouse, 

systemically, then cordoning off the area so nobody 

would be injured should a device go off. 

Q. Yes.  And just to be clear, I'm not asking you to 591

criticise the RUC, I'm asking you something else.  My 

questions are directed to the normalisation process and 

the reluctance, perhaps, to get the Army involved at 

all.  But had your Quick Reaction Force been notified 

immediately at 14:30 could you, in theory, have had 15 

extra bodies and 15 extra set of eyes on the streets of 

Omagh; do you agree with that? 

A. Yes, and we would have responded to a more specific 

request of what to do with those bodies.  We would not 

throw people out onto the streets willy-nilly.  We 
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would provide very specific directions as to what their 

role would be, and we would expect some guidance, the 

RUC would say, 'We need assistance here in manning the 

cordon, can you do from that grid to that grid,' and we 

would deploy troops in.  I'm just hypothesising the 

scenario. 

Q. Yes, and I understand that.  And we will never know if 592

the outcome could have been different, but what we do 

know from your evidence today is that the system of 

notification by the RUC to the Army could certainly 

have been better than depending upon the Army to pick 

it up on the Police Net; is that a fair way to put it? 

A. It's difficult to read the format.  I would have to 

read the circumstances that existed in the RUC Station 

at the time, and I have no awareness of what their 

resources were when they received the calls, because I 

should imagine there was degree of anxiety and they 

were busy doing things.  Could they have phoned at some 

point when they felt it was necessary to do so?  Yes.  

But the communications were established, you know, in 

time before the event took place.

MR. McGOWAN:  Thank you, Sir, thank you.  No further 

questions? 

MR. DE LA POER:  Mr. Henry next please for the PSNI.  

FORMER CAPTAIN MICHAEL PEEBLES WAS QUESTIONED BY 

MR. HENRY AS FOLLOWS:  

Q. MR. HENRY:  Captain Peebles, just to try and establish 593
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a little bit of a brief timeline, if I can, to begin 

with.  We know that the bomb warnings were received by 

the RUC at 14:29, 14:31, 14:32.  We know that radio 

transmission was made from Omagh Communications Room 

out to officers on the ground at 14:35? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. We know that you first became aware of the existence of 594

a bomb warning in and around 14:40? 

A. Yes.

Q. It could have been slightly after that but that's in 595

and around the period of time? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that you also made a telephone call to the Omagh 596

Police Station, whether it was to the Communications 

Room or somewhere else, in and around 14:45? 

A. Yes. 

Q. I think, as you fairly observed a few moments ago, in 597

that period of time from the Omagh Communications Room 

becoming aware of the bomb warning on three separate 

occasions, so, three separate communications being made 

through to them, they would have been busy readying 

themselves to deal with that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, that's speaking with superior officers and starting 598

to deploy police assets on the ground, as it were? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Within a relatively short period of time after that 599

then you make a telephone call through to them and you 

ask them for more information, which is provided? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. And one of the questions that's been posed to you this 600

afternoon was, there were potentially 15 soldiers who 

were available to go and assist police if that 

assistance had been requested? 

A. Just to be clear, I wouldn't have specified how many 

troops were available.  I would have said the QRF, the 

QRF is on standby if you need it. 

Q. Thank you.  So, I'll avoid talking about numbers but 601

there were soldiers, potentially, available to assist 

if they had been requested? 

A. Yes.

Q. And if they had been requested, I think your evidence 602

was that they would have been requested in the sense of 

performing specific duties such as manning a roadblock 

or assisting in a particular way? 

A. Yes. 

Q. If it was something other than manning a roadblock, and 603

if it was to engage in evacuation assistance --

A. Yes. 

Q. -- is it likely that the soldiers would have performed 604

a similar type of activity to the police officers who 

were moving people away from the courthouse? 

A. Yes, with direction and with coordination because we 

wouldn't want to clear the same areas that would have 

already been cleared, we would look to your lead to say 

where can we help you, because you can become a 

hindrance. 

Q. And I think that echoes something that 605
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Colonel MacMullen mentioned earlier.  

Another point then, Captain Peebles, you were asked 

about the potential influence of the post Good Friday 

situation and whether that had any impact on the Army 

being alerted to the existence of the threat or a 

warning that the police had received?  

A. Sorry, if I misunderstood something earlier then please 

forgive me.  I don't think the Good Friday Agreement 

had any effect on the efficacy of the communication 

between the RUC and the military. 

Q. We're dealing with the issue of preventability at the 606

very core of this public inquiry, the Army were, as of 

in and around 1440 hrs aware that the police had 

received a bomb warning? 

A. Yes, we were. 

Q. And so if we're talking about the efficacy of systems 607

or otherwise, we know for certain that the Army were 

made aware, through listening in on the police radio 

system? 

A. Yes. 

MR. HENRY:  Thank you very much.  

THE WITNESS:  Thank you. 

MR. DE LA POER:  Thank you, Mr. Henry.  Nothing I see 

from Ms. Fee.  Sir, I don't have any further questions. 

CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.  

MR. DE LA POER:  In those circumstances, with our 

thanks can we ask Former Captain Peebles to withdraw.  
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Sir, it's 4:25, ordinarily we would draw stumps for the 

day at this time.  Can I just give this indication:  We 

have already stood one of our later witnesses down, 

he's coming back tomorrow, that's DCI McGuinness.  We 

have Former Captain Park who's travelled here from 

elsewhere in the UK to be with us today.  He's 

anticipated to be a relatively short witness.  What 

would be highly undesirable is that we start him but 

don't complete him and I understand that there is a 

very hard stop today of five o'clock, after which time 

arrangements in this building mean that we will need to 

stop.  Over and above, that Former Captain Park has to 

leave this building to catch a flight at five o'clock 

as a hard stop also.  

Having spoken to my learned friend, Ms. Briggs, who is 

taking him, and I'm conscious that I am occupying time 

here, in her hands he will be a short witness.  I will 

just look to the room to indicate whether it's 

anticipated that anyone is expecting to have very 

substantial question for him, the total permissions 

are, I think, in total 20 minutes.  

MR. TOAL:  I'm not asking any questions. 

MR. DE LA POER:  Thank you, Mr. Toal.  

MR. KANE:  My questions will be relatively short.  

MR. DE LA POER:  Nothing from the Fox Law team.  It may 

be in those circumstances then, with optimism perhaps 

rather than confidence, we could bring Captain Park in. 

CHAIRMAN:  Well, let's try.  Thank you very much 
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Mr. Peebles.

THE WITNESS:  I'm grateful, Sir.  Thank you.

MS. BRIGGS:  I think it is important to note, Sir, that 

the same Restriction Order applies to Former 

Captain Park as applied to Former Captain Peebles.  Can 

I stress, as Mr. de la Poer did, that it is of the 

highest importance, Sir, that is respected. 

CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.  Good afternoon, Mr. Park.  

MS. BRIGGS:  With that Restriction Order in place, Sir, 

can the witness please be sworn.  

CHAIRMAN:  Yes, Ms. Briggs.  

MS. BRIGGS:  Thank you, Sir.  

FORMER CAPTAIN BRUCE PARK WAS QUESTIONED BY MS. BRIGGS 

AS FOLLOWS:  

Q. MS. BRIGGS:  Former Captain Park, as has become the 608

course this afternoon, I will refer to you as Former 

Captain Park, and you've agreed to that.  

A. Yeah.

Q. You have provided a witness statement to the Inquiry, 609

it's dated 22nd of June 2026, and for the purpose of 

the transcript, Sir, that is INQ 043833.  

Former Captain Park, it's correct to say you joined 

1 QLR as a 2nd Lieutenant in August 1991? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And at that time the battalion was based in Lancashire 610

in Weeton Barracks? 
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A. That's right. 

Q. And you had previously in the period 1991 to 1992 611

completed some deployments to Northern Ireland for six 

to eight week towers of duty? 

A. That's right. 

Q. And that was as Platoon Commander? 612

A. Correct. 

Q. You later returned to Northern Ireland? 613

A. Yes.

Q. When was that? 614

A. About 12 months before the incident. 

Q. So in, and around mid 1997? 615

A. Yes. 

Q. And you were, on 15th August 1998, a captain and 616

Battalion Operations Officer for 1 QLR? 

A. That's right. 

Q. And you were based in Lisanelly Barracks? 617

A. Yes. 

Q. And that was in the Operations Room, is that right? 618

A. That would be my normal place of work, yeah. 

Q. And for that room you had overall responsibility, is 619

that fair to say? 

A. I did, yes. 

Q. And on 15th August 1998, you were off duty that 620

morning? 

A. That's right. 

Q. And you tell us in your witness statement that you were 621

notified of a bomb warning in Omagh by the Operations 

Room? 
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A. I think I was paged, I honestly can't remember if we 

even had mobile phones, I think I was paged and at that 

point then came back and started heading back to the 

barracks. 

Q. And it was on your way back that the bomb detonated, 622

isn't that right? 

A. That's right. 

Q. And, after that, you undertook a role with the 623

Operations Room in relation to the emergency response? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And can you recall now when you were notified of the 624

bomb warning were you notified of a bomb warning in any 

town or location other than Omagh Town? 

A. No, I didn't receive details of the bomb warning.  By 

the time I got to the Operations Room the bomb had 

already detonated. 

Q. And you're aware from your witness statement that there 625

is an entry in a book called the Daily Occurrence Book 

and that's kept in the Intelligence Cell? 

A. As I think I said in my statement, at the time I wasn't 

aware that that book existed.  You often hear of Daily 

Occurrence Book and things possibly in Guard Rooms but 

over the last few weeks it's become apparent that that 

was a book that was held within the Int Cell and not 

something I'd seen before the evidence bundle was 

provided to me a few weeks ago.

Q. So, to summarise your evidence in relation to the book, 626

it wasn't something you were aware of until this 

process began, this Inquiry? 
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A. That's right, yeah. 

Q. And it wasn't a book that you would ever have seen? 627

A. No. 

Q. Was it a book that ever made its way into the 628

Operations Room? 

A. No.  There's a real separation between the Operations 

Room and the Int Cell.  If I wanted to have anything 

from the Int staff they would come to us or if I went 

to the Int Cell to speak to Captain Hodgson I would 

need to knock on the door and ask if he was in and he 

would then come and meet me at the door.  So, I 

wouldn't go into the Int Cell. 

Q. And if we can just pull up an entry within the 629

Occurrence Book, INQ 034854-0004.  If we can put that 

on the screen please.  It's the first entry on the 

page, if we can just make that larger, it says 14th 

August 1998.  

A. Yeah. 

Q. And that entry indicates a threat on 14th August 1998 630

serial 379, and it indicates that a dissident 

republican group is in possession of a supply of 

devices for use against commercial targets in Northern 

Ireland.  Do you now, at this juncture, have any 

recollection of whether you were aware of that message 

being passed on to the Operations Room or indeed to 

yourself? 

A. I can't recall that specific message but messages like 

that would be received routinely.  It was part of kind 

of threat background that we faced and there were 
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routine meetings held during the week where the Int 

officer would be briefing myself and the CO on the 

latest message.  So, I'm not shocked or surprised by 

that message.  If it came into the hands of the Int 

Cell I imagine that they would have passed it on to us 

at some point. 

Q. Moving on, then, to the second of three topics that I'm 631

going to ask you about.  After the bomb you authored 

what the Inquiry understands to be called 

"post-incident reports."  And one you wrote on 25th 

August 1998 and that, if we can bring that on screen 

INQ 015720-0005 is the first page? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. That's the cover page, do you recognise that? 632

A. Yes, I do. 

Q. If we move to the next page, page 6.  And this is the 633

first page of that report.  Can you explain to the 

Inquiry what the purpose behind the report was? 

A. Yeah, I think the first point is that until this was 

sent to me a couple of weeks ago I had no recollection 

of writing this but as I read it, yes, I definitely 

wrote this.  This was -- if you look at the address 

list which I think is at the final page of it, it's 

very much an internal document, so, this was what are 

the lessons that we could learn, what do we need to 

take on board should a similar incident happen again?  

Q. And one can see at section 2 details of incident 634

there's an entry 14:40, if we can just make that 

larger.  This is the start of a section with timed 
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entries, isn't that right, Former Captain Park? 

A. Yes, it is.  As I said earlier, I couldn't recall 

writing this but as I've been looking through the 

bundles of evidence that you sent me, the information I 

put in here absolutely corresponds with what was in 

Watchkeeper's Log.  So, I think what I will have done 

is gone through the log and tried to pull out what were 

the pertinent points so that we had that chronological 

set of what happened as part of the report for 

everybody?

Q. So, it was the Watchkeeper's Log which you drew on to 635

write your report? 

A. I'm saying that with many years' hindsight just because 

it seems to match every entry in that report. 

Q. Can you recall, at this juncture, if you relied on any 636

other source? 

A. I'm sorry, I can't. 

Q. There's a very similar report and it's dated 26th 637

August 1998 and we can pull that up, it's INQ 041767? 

A. So, the first document we were talking about was the 

post-incident report which was a decision that I'll 

have come to probably in conjunction with the 

Commanding Officer, let's write up our understanding of 

what have we learned about what went on there that we 

need to share with the rest of the battalion.  The 

second document you're referring to, on 26th August, is 

a serious incident report; my recollection is that's 

something that we were mandated to do after any serious 

incident and that would follow a number of set 
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headings.  So, bits of the report are probably copy and 

pasted verbatim, but this was something, if we look at 

the address list, that went out to the other battalions 

in the brigade.  So, I'll have made some changes in 

terms of minor changes in terms of what did I think was 

appropriate to share with the wider brigade, rather 

than something that we were just using internally. 

Q. Okay.  If we can go to page 10, that's the first page 638

of that report.  So, this then, your evidence is a 

serious incident report, but it's also compiled before 

the bomb detonated, isn't that right? 

A. That's right. 

Q. And without going through each and every entry in that 639

report, would you agree, if I put it to you, that it's 

in many ways similar to the post-incident report we 

looked at a moment ago? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And it, I assume, therefore, drew from the same sources 640

and information as you took in relation to the 

post-incident report? 

A. That's right. 

Q. Finally then, Former Captain Park, the last topic that 641

I want to address with you is the Watchkeeper's Log? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. You tell us in your statement - and I'm at paragraph 10 642

for anyone following along with that statement - that 

you were responsible for the Operations Room but also 

the quality of the reporting in the Watchkeeper's Log? 

A. Yeah. 
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Q. Would it be fair to say that writing in that log was 643

the role of the watchkeeper and not your role? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. And the Inquiry has heard evidence today at length 644

about the form that log took.  Effectively, there was a 

block of sheets and carbonless copies would emerge from 

one writing on to the block of sheets? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Does that accord with your understanding? 645

A. It does, yes.  

Q. And on 15th August then are you aware that Former 646

Captain Peebles made entries into that log? 

A. I am, yes. 

Q. And you're aware from the documents that you have seen 647

that there are white pages and pink pages? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And those pink pages represent what appear to be the 648

carbonless copies? 

A. That's right. 

Q. And Former Captain Peebles has given an account that he 649

took a role in marking those pages when they were 

together, the pink and white copies, and then making 

additional markings and entries when they were 

separated? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And he said he did that on the white copies.  Did you 650

take any role in marking either copy, white or pink? 

A. No. 

Q. And his evidence to the Inquiry was that he made the 651
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additional entries on the top copy, the white sheets, 

because to his mind that became the final record, the 

incident log.  And given your role with overall 

responsibility for the recording in the log, does that 

evidence, hearing it now, does that give rise to any 

concern on your own part? 

A. So, I'm comfortable thinking about the mayhem that's 

going on in an Operations Room at that time, that an 

officer like Captain Peebles who knew that he had the 

tapes running, I am comfortable that he decided to add 

additional information to the log to make it a clearer 

record of what happened.  With hindsight, would it have 

been better if that was written on both pieces of 

paper, yes, but I'm very happy it was done with the 

best of intentions to make sure there was really 

accurate record of what was going on in the Operations 

Office then. 

MS. BRIGGS:  Thank you very much, Former Captain Park.  

I am going to pass to Mr. Kane, I understand he has 

some questions.  

MR. KANE:  Yes, Chairman.  Thank you. 

FORMER CAPTAIN BRUCE PARK WAS QUESTIONED BY MR. KANE AS 

FOLLOWS:  

Q. MR. KANE:  Captain Park, just a few questions just 652

dealing with the last topic.  You've accepted it might 

have been better if there'd been two pieces of paper 

rather than the way it was done.  Can I ask you, did 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

16:41

16:41

16:42

16:42

16:42

Gwen Malone Stenography Services Ltd.

 

 

176

you ever record, in your report, the fact that there 

were two copies of the Watchkeeper's logs? 

A. No, I would have no reason to do that.  It was, I think 

as Captain Peebles mentioned, it was standard on all 

operations that the Army deployed them. 

Q. You don't think with hindsight it might have been 653

better if you had included that in your report and the 

reason for it? 

A. No, I don't. 

Q. You've said in your statement that you don't recall 654

ever seeing the Daily Occurrence Book? 

A. That's right. 

Q. Isn't that correct? 655

A. That's correct. 

Q. Now, can I ask you to look at, and if it can be shown 656

on screen, INQ 015720-0006.  And if you could highlight 

the top half of that page, please.  That's fine.  And 

there you will see the entry at 14:40, which says:  

"The RUC received a bomb warning for Omagh Town and 

began clearing the Town Centre starting from the 

courthouse."  

The next sentence is:  

"Detail overheard by Int Cell 1 QLR monitoring RUC 

Net."  

Where did you get that information? 
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A. From the Watchkeeper's Log. 

Q. Well, can I ask you now if we can go and look at those 657

logs.  And if we could look at the first one, that's 

the document INQ 034853-0011 and if we could 

highlight -- I don't think we're there yet, 

Mr. Chairman.  Yes, and if we could highlight the 

bottom half of 0011, please.  There, we see the entry 

which was recorded on the Watchkeeper's Log for 14:40, 

and it says:  

"Bomb warning on RUC means".  

That doesn't contain the detail which you have recorded 

in your incident report, namely "detail overheard by 

Int Cell 1 QLR monitoring RUC Net"? 

A. So, my document was not a contemporaneous document, 

mine was written on, I think, 25th August.  What I may 

well have done is added bits of information together, I 

can see there at 14:40 it clearly says:  

"Bomb warning on RUC means."  

I can't recall now, I'm assuming later in the log, 

possibly after the call with Inspector Johnston it will 

have said something about the RUC starting to clear 

from the courthouse.  I will have decided that in terms 

of laying out what's happening and our battalion's 

involvement in it to bring those points together. 

Q. Yes.  And if we can just then turn to page 0012, and 658
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highlight the top entry, please.  Again, that's quite 

sparse in what it says:  

"RUC have received a bomb warning in Omagh Town".  

And, again, there's nothing there to give you the 

detail contained in your report, isn't that correct? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And then if we could move to the final document, 659

INQ 013164-0001.  If we could highlight the top half, 

please.  This is the pink paper version and, again, we 

just see a replication of what I've shown to you at 

14:40:  

"RUC have received bomb warning in Omagh Town."  

Can I suggest to you, that what you have recorded in 

your report at 14:40 is more consistent with what is 

noted in the Daily Occurrence Book and I'll let you see 

that.  If we can have INQ 034854-0006.  

A. Before we move to that, could we just stick at serial 

002 on the current thing we're looking at, where it 

says:  

"To RUC from Ops Room:  Request further info.  Target 

is courthouse on top of High Street.  All RUC mobile 

call signs deployed to clear personnel from Omagh Town 

Centre beginning at courthouse."  
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That's what I will have read, if you add the 

information from 14:40 and 14:45 together, I believe 

that's what I was trying to succinctly say in my 

post-incident report. 

Q. Thank you for that explanation.  And also it will be 660

for the Chairman to look at all of this, but finally 

can I just let you see, in fairness to you, 

INQ 034854-0006.  And if we could go to the bottom 

half, please, to entry 386 and if that could be 

highlighted.  You'll see there --

A. Yeah. 

Q. -- the words:  661

"Overheard on RUC Net."  

And we see in your entry:  

"Detail overheard by Int Cell monitoring RUC Net."  

Then it goes on:  

"RUC HQ Belfast have received..." 

I'm suggesting that that's more indicative of you 

having seen the Daily Occurrence Book, that's where you 

got the detail for your report? 

A. That's 386 you're asking about?  

Q. Yes.  662

A. I know there's been a discussion about 386 today, and 
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as I've made it clear, I've never seen that Daily 

Occurrence Book before.

MR. KANE:  Very well, thank you very much.  

MS. BRIGGS:  Sir, I'm just looking to Ms. Fee.  She's 

indicated, Sir, she has no questions.  

Finally, Sir, do you have any questions for Former 

Captain Park?  

CHAIRMAN:  No, thank you.  

MS. BRIGGS:  Thank you, Sir.  Sir, tomorrow we are 

scheduled to commence at 10:00 a.m. with Hazel Hutson 

of FBL and we expect to hear after that, Sir, from 

DCI McGuinness. 

CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much, Mr. Park.

THE WITNESS:  Thank you, Sir.

THE INQUIRY ADJOURNED UNTIL THURSDAY, 1ST OCTOBER 2026 

AT 10:00 A.M. 
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