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Once again the scientific examinations were largely completed
Phase 4 Widening scope of examinations

¢ Nov 2002 | was commissioned by Detective Chief Superintendent Baxter
to carry out a further review. This was in relation to the four incidents
examined as above but also three new ones, the mortar device recovered
in Altmore Forest in 2001, a mortar attack in Newry in July 1988 and a car
bomb in Portadown in Jan 1998.

e An important investigative policy decision had now determined that
evidence relating to “linked incidents” could be used in respect of the
Omagh bombing if scientific evidence was available to support linkage.

¢ Jan 2003. The new review report identified further scientific examinations.
A conclusion of that review was that the most likely explanation for the
DNA findings in relation to Lisburn and Altmore was that both of these
devices were constructed by the same person, whose DNA was left on
them.

e Feb 2003. The FSNI team was re-tasked with carrying out the above
examinations in fwo stages. The first stage, focusing on the TPU
manufacture, prioritised examinations for the full range of evidence types
as previously but also involved production of a comparative schedule
relating to components and construction. The second lower . priority
examinations, related to other aspects of the offences such as mortar
construction.

o April 2003. The TPU comparison had identified the same part number and

resulted in fracing of a batch from the manufacturer to dissident
republicans. A comparative schedule for TPU construction was produced
by D McAuley. Altmore was clearly a different type of device. Scientific
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