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By GREG HARKIN

A FORMER agent for the British
security forces has stunned the
relatives of the Omagh bomb
victims - by claiming he tipped off
his handlers about the device
THREE days before the biast,

The mole alleges the cops failed to act
because the bomb-maker was also an
informer.

The agent named the bomber and gave
the location of the device - but the at-
tack went ahead killing 29 people.

@ FULL STORY PAGES 2, 3, 4, 5

.. and that was 3
days BEFORE the

REVELATIONS: Agent

bombing, daims
top secret agent
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3 children
die in car
lake shock

THREE children died yes-
terday after the car they
were in rolled down a
bunk into a lake,

Two adults who were
also in the car managed to
escape from the vehicle.

The car sunk in 20 feet
of water at Arlesey Lake,
known locally as the Blue
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' Families must
be told truth

RUC OFFICERS were accused last night of
failing to stop the bombers who killed 29
people in the Omagh atrocity in a bid to -
protect a high level mole inside the Real IRA.

P.agoon, in Bedfordshire,

It was reported that the
children ~ aged three, five
and six - were trapped in
the Vauxhall Astra for
more than 40 minutes as
fircfighters lnunched a dra-
matic attempt fo rescue
them.

Risked

Two lirefighters risked
their lives to dive into the
lake wearing their regula-
tion breuthing apparatus,
which is not designed for
underwaler use.

Once the children were
brought to the surface
paramedics waiting close
by battled to resuscitate
the youugsters, a pirl aged
three and boys aged five
and six, before they were
waken to Lister Hospital,
Stevenage, Herts,

At the hospital doctors
tried for about four hours
1o save the children before

~tnlanece commumnications

of FESTETET T 0nes
emerged from the building
16 break the sad gews to
the waiting media that the
children bad died.

Teenageris
charged with
OAP murder

A 17-year-old was charged
with the murder of a Ban-
gor pensioner und will ap-
pear in court next week,

Vietim Frederick
MeMuhon, 70, died on
Thursday from head in-
jurics received during an at-
tack on Wednesday night.

He was attacked in the
Castle Park area of the
ona,

A police spokesman said
a teenager would appear in
Newtownards Magistrates
Court.

APOLOGY
David Burnside

IN our edition of June 3
this year we urged readers
in South Antrim to vote for
Ulster Unionist David
Burnside i the General
Flection in a bid to max-
imise the pro-Agreement
vote.

We now aceept this was
a huge mistake,

We'd like to take this op-
portunity to apologise to all
our readers in that con-
stituency.

Mr Buraside won  the
seut, thanks in part to our
campaign.

We regret that error,

about Omagh

THERE'S no confusion over who bombed
Omagh.

Real IRA warlords made and- planted the
device which tore the town apart and killed
so many innocents on a single day.

They’re the people who should be locked
up for this unforgivable mass murder.

On that numbing day three years ago, brave,
decent and honourable RUC officers did their
utmost to help. )

The darkened streets were filled with death
and destruction and the panic, mayhem and
grief was unimaginable.

Officers bravely did their duty in the name
of humanity, and we salute them.

But everyone knows that life in Northern
Ireland has never been clear cut.

And today we lift the lid on the immense
allegations surfacing about what went on in
the days before the single worst atrocity of
the Troubles.

They make breath-taking reading and can-
not be ignored.

The RUC’s top mole inside the RIRA says he
warned — three days before the blast — that a
huge bomb bound for Northern Ireland had been
made in the Republic.

But nothing was done.

Special Branch chiefs, desperate to protect
their source who mixed the explosives, opt-
ed to let things ride to maintain his cover,

Deovastuted

The informer, who was devastated by the
subsequent carnage in Omagh, later spoke to
the investigating team.

And he has since talked to the Stevens’ In-
quiry which is investigating some of the
murkier aspects of RUC intelligence work
down the years.

Not only that, but another informant tipped
off Gardai about the details of the car used to
ferry the bomb — and they lost track of it.

The top level allegations are nothing short
of astounding.

Special Branch detectives could not have
known what carnage was on the way, but they
must have known that a huge explosion was
on the cards.

What needs to be clarified is why a risk
was taken when such information was to
hand.

Now, after so many people have been killed
and injured, it is only right that the whole
truth is told.

For these allegations, currently under in-
vestigation at the highest levels, will not go
away.

It is now nearly three years since so many
men, women and children were cut down in
Omagh.

The people of Northern Ireland know who
did that and they still long to see the peo-
ple responsible arrested, charged, tried, con-
victed and locked up for a long, long time.

But we should also know the full truth,

It the forces of law and order let what be-
came the tragedy of Omagh slip through their
fingers, then we must know why.

There will be no calls for vengence, only
a calling for the pure truth.

And that call begins today.

officers
ailed to
stop the
bombers
- in order
to save
the skin
of their
secret
agent in

Real IRA

And the sensational

made by a former agent
in a statement to the
Stevens Inquiry, the in-
vestigation headed by
Met Commissioner Sir
John -Stevens which is
probing alleged collu-
sion between police and
paramilitaries in Ulster.

The informer is the same
person exposed by Sunday
People last year as a cop
killer.

Now using the pseu-
dynom Kevin Fulton, he
was the republican re-
sponsible for the murder of

onstable Colleen Mc-
Murray in Newry, Co
Down, in 1992.

Atrocity

Her colleague, Constable
George Slane, who lost his
legs in the same blast, ac-
cepted the George Cross on
behalf of the RUC from
the Queen last year.

We understand that
Fulton has told the
Stevens team
about events in
the run up to 48
the August 4
1998 bomb-
ing of
Omaﬁh
which left
29

atracit
Troubles.

One piece of
information - if
true — leaves
police offi-
cers accused
of the most amazing blun-
der of the Troubles.

Fulton told Stevens de-
tectives that he called his
RUC Special Branch han-
dlers three days before the
blast which ripped apart
the centre of the Co Tyrone
town.

And he claims he told
those handlers where the
‘mix’ for a massive car
bomb was being made.

Sunday People can reveal
for the first time today that
Special Branch allegedly
failed to act upon that in-
formation because the man
‘mixing’ the device is the
security force’s top mole in-
side the dissident terrorist
group.

The allegations will stun
relatives and friends of
those who died in the Sat-
urday afternoon bombing.

A ‘bizarre twist in the
case has confirmed the
RIRA informer’s role.

Security sources who
helped the BBC’s Panora-
ma programme Who
Bombed Omagh? gave
journalists details of mobile
phone calls made before

INQUIRY: Eric Anderson

allegations have been

By GREG HARKIN

and afler the blast.

They did not however
tell Panorama that one
call was made to the bomb
maker.

That was yet another at-
tempt to protect their in-
former.

Another incident prior to
the bomb confirms Fulton
knew that a bomb was be-
in% prepared.

n his efforts to infiltrate
the Real IRA Fulton told
dissident leaders he could
organise a publicity stunt
aimed at undermining sup-
port for the pro»peacefg[m-
visional IRA N

He had arranged 10P%"
‘show of strength’ in south
Armagh featuring heavily
armed dissidents.

But journalists were told
that the stunt had been-*
cancelled because

‘something big
B is going down
this week
B cnd’

In Sifiag
weeks Ll
the blast
Kevin Ful-
ton again
spoke to
the RUC -
but this time
not to the

Special Branch
. w handlers he knew
only by
code-
names.

Instead he went to Chiet’
Superintendent Eric An-
derson, the man heading
the inquiry into the car-
nage.

Warnings

Fulton told him about
his warnings prior 1o the
bomb and agreed to ac-
company Anderson and
other investigating detec-
tives on a journey into the
Republic of Ireland ~ and
specifically to the Co Louth
farm where the bomb was
made.

Anderson hit the head-
lines in 1994 after catching
the loyalists responsible
for the Greysteel bar mas-
sacre. The trip has been
privately confirmed and
was approved by Gardai
south of the Border.

The top cop, who retired
earlier this year, wanted to
see where the bomb was
put together.

Fulton pointed out the
building where the bomb
was made and once again
identified the experienced
bomb maker who had quit
the Provos to join the dis-

‘WE ALWAYS THOUGH1
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CARNAG The huge blast ripped lhrouah the centre of Omagh leaving the dead and m/ured m

ing of the Good Friday Agree-
ment.

We understand Stevens In-
quiry detectives were stunned
by Kevin Fulton’s testimony.

He says however that he
didn’t know the real names of
his Branch handlers, though se-
curity sources say files should
be able Lo identify them.

Fulton. an ex-British soldier
wito had infiltrated republican
paramilitary groups for 20
years, was said to be
personally devastated after
Omagh.

He was furious the bomb
and its maker had not been in-
tercepted.

We understand that Irish po-
lice - the Gardai — were also
informed in advance about the
car used to ferry the device to

"THAT THEY WERE HIDING SOMETHING"

.

Bl v
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SUNDAY PEOPLE, July 29, 2001 3

Kevin Fulton
plctured in

Thailand on
aiBranch
inspired

OoN TARGET:i

propaganda 5'

stunt'

Omagh.
Fulton was not the infor-
mant on this occasion.
Security sources have how-
ever confirmed that the maroon
Vauxhall Cavalier used by the
bombers was identified - but
lost — by Gardai in the days be-

Sfore the attack.

An all-Ireland alert on the
vehicle, stolen in Carrick-
macross two days before the
bombing, was issued.

Checked

Every Cavalier fitting that
description was checked and
double checked at army and
police checkpoints in the hours
leading up to the bomb.

One senior security source
told Sunday People: “These are

devastating allegations.

“Fulton worked inside the
IRA for the security forces for
two decades so he knows his
stuff.

“He knew something big was
happening in the days before
the Omagh bombing and
what’s more he told the secu-
rity forces - and journalists -
about it.

“There 1§ no suggestion
whatsoever that he knew where
the bomb would end up or

when. .

“But surely the security
forces in the Republic could
have monitored the move-
ments of the bomb maker had
they been told in advance.

“Perhaps the mix could have
been seized at the point where
it was made.

“It could be
that

swers to any of
these

questions

“Nothing should take away
from the bam fact that evil ter-
rorists were responsible for the
atrocity at Omagh,

“But these are serious alle-
gations and someone must
explain them.”

Last April when Sunday
People revealed that Fulton
had developed the horizontal
mortar used to kill Constable

— OMAGH RELATIVE PAGES 4 AND 5

McMurray and maim
Constable Slane, Ful-
ton insisted he nnly

did so to protect his

role inside the IRA.

He continued to
work inside the Provi-

sional IRA and the

Real TRA until re-

cently, carrying out
black propaganda stunts
at the behest of his handlers.

One stunt involved him pos-
ing for pictures on a Camho-
dian tourist rifle range and
then passing off the pictures as
IRA men on training cxercis-
es.

The move was a bid to sow
further dissent inside republi-
canism.

Now he has quit his home
in Newry and hopes to start

a new life
abroad.

Friends
say he has
accepted he
can never rc-
turn to North-
ern ireland.

“Kevin gave
everything he had on
the ()nngh bombers to
the police before and afl-
ter the attack.” «ind one
pal.

“He has risked i
save others

“But in the case of Omagh
it didn’t work.”

Last week his family home
in Newry came under atiacked.
Those responsible broke cvery
window in the house.
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