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(2.14 pm) 

MS LANGDALE:  Chair, may I call the next witness,

Christopher, please.

CHRISTOPHER (sworn) 

(Evidence given in private session) 

THE CHAIR:  Yes, do sit down.  

Just before we start, Ms Langdale, I just wanted to

say that this is a private session and we are hearing

evidence from former students, and their evidence will

be visible only on livelink and not on live stream.

Transcripts will be published in due course, and

accordingly there can be no broadcasting of these

witnesses' evidence at all.

However, I am aware that a video that's about to be

shown with the first witness is already in the

possession of some media outlets who have previously

published it.  I'm content to permit the media to

re-publish and re-broadcast the video in their

contemporaneous reports of these proceedings, but only

as long as the students' faces are pixelated to minimise

intrusion into their private lives.  So I hope that's

understood.

Secondly, I just also have had a message that

somebody's mobile phone or mobile phones are vibrating

quite near the front of the room on silent and that's
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interfering with the stenographer being able to carry

out the recordings of the proceedings, so please do

switch off phones to prevent that from happening.

Yes, Ms Langdale.

Questioned by MS LANGDALE 

MS LANGDALE:  Christopher, you have provided a statement for

the Inquiry dated 27 October 2025.  Can you confirm for

us that it is true and accurate as far as you are

concerned?

A. I can confirm that, yes.

Q. Do you have it near you?  

A. I do, yeah.

Q. It might be useful.

Can we begin at paragraph 8 of your statement.  It

is your second year at university and you apply to

Raleigh Park for accommodation.  Tell us about that,

what did you know about the accommodation, what did you

do?

A. Yes, so I was supposed to go on a study abroad year,

that year that I lived at Raleigh Park, and so the

previous it was cancelled due to Covid, so I had to kind

of scramble to make last minute arrangements.  So I saw

that it was a kind of a private but university sponsored

accommodation.  So I chose to kind of go there.

Q. What was the significance -- when you say university
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sponsored or attached to the university, what was the

significance of that for you?

A. I looked on the University website and it was listed as

one of them and so that's where I was kind of looking

for things.  So it seemed like an easy choice.

Q. What was the accommodation like?

A. It was pretty nice, I thought.  Yeah, I had no

complaints on the accommodation.

Q. Reading your statement it sounds as though four of you

moved in around the same time; is that at the beginning

of term in September 2021?

A. Yeah, yeah. 

Q. Then two others moved in slightly later and one of them

was VC; is that right?

A. That's correct, yes. 

Q. Can you remember roughly around when VC joined the

accommodation?

A. Not off the top of my head, but I believe it was in

October.

Q. When he joined, what were your first impressions and how

did you get on with him?

A. So, I met him.  I went in the kitchen one day and he was

there.  So I introduced myself, asked his name, what he

was studying, just kind of general small talk.  Didn't

really think too much about it.  I noticed that he was
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older than the rest of us, but nothing strange

immediately.

Q. Had you come straight from school to university?

A. Yes.

Q. He was a more mature student, you recognised that and

saw that?

A. Yes.

Q. In terms of eating meals and the shared parts of the

accommodation, did you share any of it with him?

A. So, there was six separate rooms and there were two

bathrooms, so the three rooms at the back, they all

shared the closest bathroom and then the three ones at

the front we all shared a bathroom.  So I shared

a bathroom and then a kitchen/living area with him.

Q. So the kitchen area was a communal area for all six?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you ever eat meals together?

A. Not necessarily together, but we would eat at the same

time sometimes, it just depends on people's schedules

and what they were doing.

Q. Did VC get involved in the conversation if he was eating

a meal at the same time as you?

A. No.

Q. Did you ever cook for each other or that kind of stuff?

A. No.
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Q. Did you ever bump into him outside of the flat or

socially?

A. I think I saw him a couple of times in the Lidl that was

across the road, but apart from that no.

Q. So in a shop buying stuff?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you ever see him in clubs or bars, assuming you went

to a few, did you?

A. I did and, no, I didn't see him.

Q. Was he a friendly person in those early days or how

would you describe him?

A. I wouldn't describe him as friendly, I would describe

him as quiet, kept to himself, didn't really get

involved with us, but at the same time I didn't have any

issues with him at that time.  So not friendly but not

unfriendly.

Q. You say in your statement at paragraph 33:

"I saw a change in [his] personality ... around

December 2021 or in January 2022."

What sort of changes were you seeing in December?

A. We would hear like the occasional kind of like scream --

like noises from his room.  He seemed like a lot more

withdrawn.  He wasn't ever warm to us, but maybe even

more withdrawn, then there were some issues with the

bathroom and hygiene; he would shave his body and blow
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his nose and leave it in the shower.  So if you went to

get in there would be snot and hair in there, so that

was one of the things we noticed.

Q. What was your thinking at the time these things were

happening?

A. I didn't know about anything else, so I just thought it

was a bit of a strange thing to do and it was not

courteous to the other people that he lived with, so

I thought it was rude.

Q. Before the incident on 15 January, which we will come to

now, did you have a conversation with him, or as far as

you were aware any of your other flatmates, about the

deterioration and the state of the bathroom, for

example?

A. Yes, so it was me, Ryan [X] and --

Q. Please don't use surnames, if you can just use first

names, please.

A. So it was me, Ryan and then VC.  So we shared the

bathroom and Ryan had complained quite a lot about the

state that it was being left in.  So we would talk about

that.

Q. Talk about that with VC or just to each other?

A. Not with him, kind of between ourselves.  I had probably

a handful of very short conversations where maybe I was

trying -- how's it going?  And he would say "good" or

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

     7

very short, didn't want to engage in a conversation.  So

I didn't really have any more than surface level

conversations with him.

Q. You didn't feel comfortable to raise directly that

issue, was that the case, with him, I mean, not with

your friends?

A. You know it is a bit of an awkward thing to say "can you

work on your hygiene and can you not do this".  So we

didn't bring it up prior to the 15th.

Q. Did he ever have any visitors to see him at the

accommodation or to meet him there as far as you are

aware?

A. Not that I'm aware of.

Q. Did you ever see him when he was in Lidl or going out

with anyone, or was he on his own?

A. No, always alone.

Q. What about his demeanour and tone of voice?

A. Very flat, unemotional and unexpressive.

Q. Did you say unemotional?

A. Yes, very flat.

Q. You tell us from paragraph 42 -- and if you can now in

your own words -- what happened on the evening of

15 January?

A. So, the bathroom had been left in probably the worst

state that it had been up to that point.  I think
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there's a picture of it in the statement somewhere.

I decided that I couldn't shower because of it and

I didn't want to clean it myself because I didn't think

I should have to do that.

Q. Had you done that previously?

A. Ryan had done that and I had done it occasionally, but

Ryan primarily.  So I didn't want to clean it up after

him and so I knocked on the door and I just asked him

"can you please clean it up.  This isn't fair to the

other people", and then he didn't really say much but

kind of brushed it off and went back in his room.

Then a few hours later he came in the kitchen and

I asked him if he had cleaned it up yet --

Q. A few hours, so was it a few hours?

A. Yeah, it is difficult to say.  I can't remember exactly.

In my understanding it was maybe a couple of hours,

a few hours.  But a period of time had passed.  He came

in the kitchen so I said to him, "Have you cleaned it up

yet?"  He said, "No, and I'm not going to, what are you

going to do about it?"

That upset me and I thought that was rude so I said

"I will call you a dirty bastard".  He told me to say it

again.  I said it again and then he kind of came flying

across the room, threw a punch.  I dodged the punch and

then we were wrestling.  He ended up getting me in
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a headlock and then I was asking him "Please let go of

me, let go", and eventually he let go.  I called the

police.  The police came.  In the interim I wanted to

wait outside because I didn't feel safe in there.  He

wouldn't let me leave, so I had to stay in the kitchen

with him.  The other members of the flat were outside at

this point so it was me and VC in the room.  I remember

him looking very intensely at me the whole time and

didn't say anything, just kind of leaned against

the counter top there and stared at me.

At that point I was feeling pretty worried.

I didn't feel like that was a normal reaction to the

situation.  So I called the police again and asked them

where they were, if they were coming and they told me

that you are on the highest priority, that they are

coming as quick as they can.  So then we waited a little

bit longer and then the police came in, separated us and

spoke to both of us.

Q. So, at this point I am going to suggest that we play the

footage of the first part of the incident when you ask

one of your flatmates to film it, and also footage later

on that you take and the calls in between.  So we will

just listen and see them all and then I will ask you

some more questions arising.

So the first video, please, WITN0059002.
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(Video played) 

Then if we can have the call, please, NGPF0000057.

This is your first call at 19.12.

(Audio played) 

So before we play anything else, that call lasts

4 minutes 5 seconds, so you are off the phone around

19.16, 7.16pm.  Then if we can see the next video

please, WITN0059003.

(Video played) 

If we can play the second call at 19.19,

NGPF0000058.

(Audio played) 

So the first video, you ask someone to take that

footage, that phone footage.  Why did you ask

somebody -- I'm sorry if it seems obvious -- to do that?

A. Just so that it is captured and evidence, it shows what

happened.  Yeah.

Q. You refer in the call to "cranking my neck", how did

that feel?

A. It did not feel good.  Yeah, it was pretty painful.  My

neck felt pretty stiff, but it was ultimately okay.

Q. How was he preventing you from getting up from the sofa?

Again you see where he is in relation to where you are,

but can you just explain that?

A. Yes, so my head was kind of down and then he's on top of
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me, his weight is on me, so I can't stand up from there,

so yes, I was kind of stuck.

Q. How strong was he?

A. He was strong, yes.

Q. The second video you take, how would you describe that

situation?  I'm going to tell you soon how that is

described in medical notes, but what did -- how would

you seek to describe what that felt like?

A. It felt quite ominous.  I didn't know why he wouldn't

let me leave.  I didn't know if there was a plan behind

it or what was --

Q. Sorry, I missed that?

A. I didn't know what was going on basically, I didn't know

why he wouldn't want me to leave.  I would have thought

if he was upset with me, he would be happy to see me

leave, but he wasn't and I didn't know why and I found

it quite distressing.

Q. You sound distressed on the call, were you distressed?

A. Yes, yes.

Q. When you say "ominous", did you think something else

might happen, did you think he might do something again?

A. I just didn't know.  So I really thought it escalated

very quickly before and then could escalate that quickly

again.

Q. The police came out.  I'm going to take you to documents
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from the police later, but I'd like to just hear it from

you if we can.  When the police came out, we know two

officers came out, they are giving evidence next week,

talk us through that?

A. Okay.  So, the police come in the flat, they

immediately -- one of them takes me into the hallway and

then the door is closed.  The other one speaks to VC.

They ask me what happened, I explained.  Then, from what

I remember, [VC] had told them a different story to what

I had and so they said "oh, he's got a different story".

So I showed them the video of what happened.

Q. Pausing there.  Do you remember showing them that at the

flat?

A. 100 per cent.

Q. You showed the officer that you were talking to, which

video?

A. The headlock video.  I 100 per cent showed that.

Q. Thank you.  Carry on.

A. So, I showed him the video and then he said something

like "well, I know what happened now then".  So then he

went and spoke to the other officer and VC.  He came

back out and said, "you know you don't have any

injuries" or he asked me if I had any injuries and

I said "well, nothing I can really think of, my finger

hurts a bit, my neck hurts but nothing really".
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Q. You have mentioned your finger in your statement; did

that hurt?  What happened to that?

A. When I was wrestling around with him I must have somehow

hurt my finger.  It was swollen and I didn't get any

medical treatment for it, but it definitely was injured.

Q. Sorry, carry on.

A. So, he says "well, you don't have enough for ABH because

you don't have any real injuries, this is going to be

common assault" kind of -- a little bit -- I felt like

it was dismissive in a way, like they were trying to

basically tell me that nothing would happen.

Q. When you say "they", just to be clear, there's two

officers, one speaking to VC -- 

A. The one I was speaking to.

Q. Just the one that was speaking to you.  And you are sure

this was being said to you at the scene, if you like,

not later on the account of this was at the scene.

A. No, he said that at the scene.  He said: "Do you want

to -- we can do this thing called restorative justice

where we go in there and we tell VC that he needs to

apologise and shake your hand, and if he doesn't then we

will arrest him and we will take him [to the jail

I guess]."

So, they asked if I wanted to do that.  I agreed

because I felt like well they basically told me that
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nothing was going to come of this, so why not just make

it easy and agree to that.  So I did.  And then they

went and spoke to him.  He didn't agree to do that, so

he didn't apologise, he didn't shake my hand.  But then

they didn't arrest him and nothing happened, no, yeah.

Q. When you use the word "arrest", had the officer talking

to you used that word or was it just in your mind, if he

doesn't say sorry they will arrest him?

A. They said it, if he doesn't agree we will arrest him.

Q. Then he didn't agree.  Did you follow that up with the

officer you were speaking to and say "Well he hasn't

agreed, so are you going to arrest him"?  How did you

leave it then?

A. I don't believe I asked that question, no.

Q. You went to the police the next day, which was

a Sunday -- this happened on Saturday evening, didn't

it?

A. Yes.

Q. You went to the police station on the Sunday.  What

happened then?  Can you remember then?

A. Yes, so I believe the officer contacted me and asked if

I would go and finalise the statement and all the

paperwork.

Q. Was that on the Saturday night he contacted you when he

had left or between --
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A. I believe he may have asked me but I didn't respond

until the Sunday.  I remember him saying on the Saturday

night that "I work night shifts this week" or something,

so "I will be -- right at the start of my shift, I will

be at the police station, so if you come around."  Maybe

he did say to me on that night and then I think he maybe

followed up the next day.

Q. So he made an arrangement with you to continue the

conversation about the case, so you went the next day.

A. So I went the next day.  I remember it was around 8 or

9 pm, sat in the police station with him.  They were

asking me "Oh, can you provide the video, bring your

phone with the videos and we will tape(?) that." So

I did.  If I remember it didn't work or it couldn't

transfer or something.

But part of it was finalise the statement; the other

one was give the videos to them.  So I did the

statement, I finalised that, and then they asked me do

I want to pursue it and at that point, to be honest,

I kind of thought it was a waste of time and they said

you will have to -- you may have to appear at court and

kind of acted like it would perhaps be work for me.  So,

I just said, yeah, we will leave it at that.  The only

thing I wanted was for him to not live in the flat

anymore. 
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Q. When you say a statement, we will go to it in a moment,

there is a pocket book entry you signed.  Do you mean

that statement, not a different statement, not one that

you wrote like this Inquiry?

A. Yeah, I can't recall.

Q. You also say that you said to the police, based on the

incident and his staring, there was something not right

with VC?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you say that at the station or when they came out?

A. So I said that at the night that it happened.  So I was

in -- we were in the hallway and I think we were in my

room very briefly and the officer came to give me his

card with his information and details on it and I said

to him "There's something not quite right about [VC].

He is just strange.  You need to look into him because

this is not right".  

Then the next day, when I was at the police station,

it was the same officer and he said "I looked into what

you said.  I can't say very much, but there's something

to it" and that was all that I was told.

Q. "Something to it" what did you think that meant?

Something to him having --

A. I assumed it meant there was some previous history with

him.
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Q. Mental health history?

A. I didn't know.

Q. You didn't know?

A. Yes.

Q. Were you saying when "something's not right", were you

thinking in your mind he doesn't seem mentally well, or

he doesn't seem right for other reasons, or what?

A. Yeah, I mean, the way that I kind of thought about it

was if that was me and I lost my temper and then

I attacked someone, if the police are on the way I would

be thinking about how do I minimise this, how do I --

but he didn't seem to have that, he just didn't really

seem to react to the fact it was the police and just

kind of stayed -- he didn't seem to make a difference to

him.

Q. You tell us at paragraph 71: 

"Before the incident on the 15 ... I never saw [him]

behave unusually or aggressively or show signs of mental

illness but after this incident, he did".

Just unpacking that, aggressive and mental illness

are not necessarily the same thing.

A. I think when I said "I had not seen signs of mental

illness", when I look back in hindsight, perhaps I had,

but at that moment I had not noticed anything, I just

thought people are quiet, people are -- some people are
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withdrawn.  I didn't think it is necessarily a sign of

him being mentally ill, but perhaps in hindsight it was.

Sorry can you repeat the question.

Q. What were the signs of aggression after the incident?

What did you see?

A. After the incident he was much more hostile to us.  So

if we were talking loudly or someone -- he would come

and yell, like, "shut the fuck up" and he was a lot more

openly hostile with us.

Q. You say he'd knock on doors, specifically Ryan's door?

A. Yes, I can't remember too much about that, but Ryan,

I remember, had probably the biggest issue with him.  He

would -- because their rooms were next to each other.

So he would knock on Ryan's door.  There were some

instances prior to the 15th where he went into people's

rooms in the night.  There was an incident with me when

he knocked on my door, it was early in the morning it

would have been, like 7.30/8 am and then asked me if

I heard screams.  I believe he said with Abdullah.

Abdullah was asleep and woke up and he was in the room

and asked him the same question I believe.

Q. Can we go now, please, to some police documents.  If we

start at NGPF0000055.  This is a police Occurrence Log.

So, if we look at the top of it, it says:

"Assault - ABH/Common."
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We go down:

"Summary:

"Suspect is a resident at the student complex in

which an argument over the cleaning of the shower has

taken places.  Words were exchanged and the suspect has

put his arm around the victim's neck in a neck lock."

That, as a description of the incident, what do you

say about that?  Do you think that captures it, or not?

A. I mean, it captures it.  I don't think there's anything

totally wrong about that, no.

Q. The argument, as it were, emerged much later, didn't it?

You say there was a break between you asking him to

clean up the shower and this continuing later.

Now you know it was early evening, you know

the times of the 999 calls, can you place when earlier

on in the day you had said anything about it?

A. No, I can't place it exactly.

Q. Can we go to page 2, please, of the same document.  We

can keep the whole page on because actually I just want

to see at the bottom it says again:

"Assault - S39 - Common assault."

Next page, page 3, the timing of it, 15 January,

7 pm.  If we go over to page 5.  It is recorded there in

the middle:

"To obtain statement from victim To obtain phone
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footage To interview suspect."

If we go over to the next page, page 6, there is

phone footage of the incident recorded under the CCTV.

Then if we go to page 7, the box at the top, you

see:

"... victim ... has attended ... Police Station and

given a Negative PNB [that's pocket notebook] as he no

longer wishes to make a complaint.  He states that all

he cares about is that he wants the suspect to be

removed from the complex and he will be going through

the proper channels."

We can go, if we may, to the notebook, NGPF0000056.

If we go to the second page we see where the entries

begin for you.  If we go to the third page, doing the

best I can, Christopher, what that says if we go from

the fifth line down:

"I have reconsidered my desire to make a complaint

and I have decided that I do not wish to make

a statement or make any complaint.  I do not support

police prosecution and I'm not willing to attend court.

The reason for this is that I am not bothered about

getting him done but I'm only wanting him out of the

property.  I have already put in a complaint requesting

this.  I would like to state that I'm not in fear of him

and I'm happy that I have been ..."
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I cannot read that word, something by the police.

No doubt that will be dealt with in evidence next week:

"I make this statement of my own free will with no

third party involvement."

Then there is a signature obviously covered for

these purposes.  Do you remember signing that?

A. I remember signing it, I guess, yes.  Yes.

Q. You tell us in your statement you went to the police

station at 9.40 pm that Sunday evening, that fits with

what you were saying about the night shift pattern and

had this discussion.  Is that what you felt about the

incident or did you feel pressure in respect of the

incident, or tell us how you felt?

A. I don't think I would have used those words at the end,

especially about I'm not in fear of him.  I don't think

they were -- perhaps I was coached slightly, I don't

think I used those words.

Q. Was your primary view that you wanted him out of the

property?

A. Yes.  So my view was kind of I just don't want to have

to deal with him personally.  I don't really care what

happens to him, I just don't want to see him, don't want

to be around him.

Q. You should see, please, witness statement WITN0024001,

page 3, from the officer that spoke to you at
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paragraph 15.  It says at 14 and 15:

"When we arrived at the flat, my recollection is

that I spoke to the caller ..."

That's you.  Then he says:

"Christopher did not really engage with me.  He did

not want to make a statement and he said he wanted to

think about whether or not to make a formal criminal

complaint against [VC] ...  He told me that there was

some video on his phone of the incident but he did not

provide that to me at that time."

A. That's false.  I showed him the video.

Q. The first video?

A. Yeah.

Q. Not the second one that was on your phone?

A. I maybe showed both but I know for a fact that I showed

him the first video.

Q. If we look at paragraph 23, the officer says:

"I did not contact any other organisations or

agencies about this matter.  This appeared to me to be

a 'one off' falling out between flatmates.  Although

I was made aware of a possible mental health history on

the part of [VC] ... I did not have any concerns from

what I saw and heard that the incident was related to

any mental health issues on his part."

You said earlier that you had suggested to the
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officers something didn't seem right and he was looking

into it, whatever that was.

A. Yes.

Q. Did he ever mention mental health issues to you?

A. No.

Q. Then if we go to paragraph 28 of this statement, the

officer says:

"In Nottingham City Centre we would deal with very

similar reports of assaults most days especially from

Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights, many of

which involve students.  Typically, the person reporting

the incident is not injured and does not wish to engage

with the police.  We would normally contact them the

following day to see if they want to make a complaint

and, if they do not, we would ask them to sign a Pocket

Notebook Entry to confirm.  However, the crime would

still be recorded."

That's characterised as an event involving students

typically at a weekend.  Do you have any comment on

that?

A. Yeah, I don't think it is necessarily the same thing.

Obviously when you think of a student you think of

someone who maybe was the age I was at the time, 19, 20,

21.  VC was significantly older than that.  It happened

in a flat not on the street.  Yeah, I don't necessarily
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think it's very comparable but I can see where -- what

they are getting at with that.

Q. You say in your statement that you felt intimidated by

VC and wanted nothing to do with him.  Is that how it

linked why you wanted him out of the flat, you did not

want anything to do with him?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you give that reason for wanting him out of the flat

speaking to the officer either at the station or on the

day?

A. I can't recall.

Q. Did you ever retract or say anything other than you felt

intimidated or distressed by what happened?  Did you

ever try to brush it off and say "It wasn't a big deal,

I'm fine"?

A. Yeah.  At the time you feel like your pride's been hurt

and you don't want to maybe say everything, you want to

kind of seem like you're okay.  So perhaps I did,

I can't recall exactly.

Q. You clearly sound distressed when you are phoning 999.

So if you are being candid about how you did feel about

it and somebody had explored it with you like we are

now, what would you say about how you felt about it?

A. There was just something very wrong about the situation.

I felt like it -- not necessarily what happened but his

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

               The Nottingham Inquiry 5 March 2026

               Briault Reporting International - info@briaultreporting.com (6) Pages 21 - 24



    25

reaction I found very unsettling, very unusual, and that

was perhaps what distressed me the most is that I felt

I couldn't relate and I couldn't see what he was

thinking and, yeah, that was what I found distressing

about it.

Q. In the medical notes it becomes referred to as "the

hostage situation" when you are not effectively being

allowed to leave the flat.  We see on the video VC

circling back to you when you want to try and leave the

flat.  Did it feel like that in the moment?

A. Yes.

Q. What words would you say to describe not being able to

leave meant for you at the time?

A. Yes, it did feel like that at the time.  Because when

the assault happened there were two other people in the

room.  It was just me and him at that point.  He's

staring into my eyes and, yeah, it did feel like that to

me.

Q. Was the officer who spoke to you aware of the fact that

you were prevented from leaving?  You are not sure you

showed that video, in fact you said you didn't show them

that footage.  Were they aware of that part of the

situation?  

A. I can't recall but I would be very surprised if I didn't

mention that because I filmed the video and I've called
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the police thinking that that was kind of an escalation

in a way.  So I'm fairly sure I would have said that to

the police although I can't recall exactly.

Q. You tell us in your statement:

"For the remaining 1 ½ years at university, after

[VC] ..."  I will come in a moment to how he moved out

and when, you "only saw him once again."

Can you tell us about when you saw him once again?

A. Yeah, so we were sat in the kitchen condition, I can't

remember exactly who was there, but me and maybe one or

two of the other people that lived in the flat, and then

the kitchen door had a window and the kitchen door, if

someone opened the front door you would see the door

open and then whoever came in you would see them through

the window glass, and the door opened and I saw VC walk

in.

So, of course, I was -- what's going on?  So I come

out the kitchen and asked him what he's doing here.  He

said he was here for a bank statement or something along

those lines, about a bank statement.  I said we didn't

have them and asked him to leave.  He looked at me for

a moment and then walked into the bathroom, used it,

presumably I guess, I don't know, and then left the

flat.  It was very tense.  He didn't really say much but

it was a very intense interaction.
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Q. Did you report that interaction to someone?

A. I believe so.  I believe I emailed the Residential

Experience Team.

Q. Dealing with the events -- we will go to the documents

again after you have recounted what you remember, if

I may.  So in terms of him moving out and being in the

flat and him not being in the flat, what happened around

those days?  So we know the incident is on the 15th, you

have gone to the police station on the 16th.  What

happens next in terms of where --

A. So I didn't stay at the flat on the Sunday evening

I believe, so I was at a friend's house and I was

driving back from the friend's house and back to flat 15

at Raleigh Park. and I got a phone call from I believe

it was Chris at the Residential Experience Team, and he

asked me where I was.  I said I'm driving at the moment

back to the flat, and he told me not to go in the flat.

He said the police are outside and they are getting VC

the help that he needs and under no circumstances go

back to the flat.  We have a temporary flat for you that

you are going to stay in so when you come back go to the

reception and they will show you the temporary flat.

Q. Could you get any of your belongings?

A. So initially, no, but I think it was that evening they

said "we are going to take each of you in individually
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into the flat, you grab whatever belongings you need for

the short-term."  I think the idea was VC didn't know

anything was wrong, so don't kind of make it seem like

anything was out of the ordinary, so just go in get your

things and then leave and then each of us did that one

by one.

Q. What did you think when they said "get him the help he

needed", what did you think was happening?

A. I assumed that meant like psychiatric care.

Q. If we can go then, please, to a UNI document with

UNIN0000194, page 2.  We see at the bottom, I think we

can read it like that -- can you read it like that?

A. Yes.

Q. We see at the bottom that you send on 16 January -- so

just after midnight when the events have happened -- you

send this email to a Jamie Dickinson.  Can you tell us

what that says?

A. "I was assaulted by a fellow student and flatmate

tonight at Raleigh Park.  The police were rang and the

crime reference number is 22000028303.  This has caused

me a lot of stress and anxiety and I would love to speak

to someone from the University about this, this is

further causing me anxiety as I have an exam on Monday

and I currently don't feel safe and can't focus on my

exam.  The student who I was assaulted by and who

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

               The Nottingham Inquiry 5 March 2026

               Briault Reporting International - info@briaultreporting.com (7) Pages 25 - 28



    29

trapped me in the flat and physically wouldn't let me

and my flatmate Ryan leave is called [VC].

Unfortunately I don't know his last name but I know he

studied a masters in mechanical engineering at the

University.  The police came to my accommodation and

dealt with the situation, but unfortunately, although he

had intent to hurt me, I stopped him by grabbing him and

holding him, stopping them from arresting him as

i didn't sustain any injuries.  This has caused me a lot

of stress as he is still present in the flat and he

doesn't seem the most stable of people.

"Any support would be extremely well received."

Q. Just focusing on what you say there, so you say

"stopping them from arresting him as I didn't sustain

injuries", by then you had signed or intending --

A. So that was the day, so I must have signed --

Q. Or said that you didn't want that to --

A. Yes.

Q. But you say:

"... unfortunately, although he had intent to hurt

me ..."  What did you mean by that?

A. So when the police came, they explained to me that

because I wasn't injured -- if I'm speaking frankly, the

idea was that nothing is going to happen, you are

wasting your time kind of thing.  So, the way that
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I thought about it in this email was because he hadn't

hurt me, they didn't arrest him, so I didn't -- nothing

happened, but I was still obviously worried about the

situation and that.

Q. We know that email that you sent to Jamie Dickinson was

passed on to Christopher Hoskins, who worked for ResX,

who I think managed the University owned accommodation

and some other third party accommodation, don't they,

that's who you were dealing with, ResX.  Did you know

about who ResX were before you had to deal with this

matter?

A. Not really, no.

Q. If we go back to page 2, we see a response from the

Residential Experience Manager: 

"My name is ... Chris ..."

At the top.  You get this back on the Monday

morning:

"My name is ... Chris.

"I understand from your email over the weekend, that

you are currently experiencing issues with another

student within your flat and this is making you feel

unsafe and causing you distress?"

If we go to page 1, in reverse order, you say:

"I'd love to have a call but I have an exam today so

I'm busy ..."
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So how stressful is this as this is going on and you

are doing an exam?

A. Yes, very stressful.

Q. He says:

"That's absolutely fine, do you have a time tomorrow

..."  

You say:

"Any time tomorrow is fine as my exams have finished

fully by then."

Did you find ResX helpful or Christopher Hoskins

helpful?

A. Yes, I'd say so.  Yes.

Q. We know from his statement that he had spoken to people

in the Mental Health Advisory Service, Claire Thompson

and Ellie Turner and he was corresponding with you and

emailing other students as well in the flat on

18 January.

If we can have, please, on the screen WITN0032001,

page 10, paragraph 30.  He says:

"I attended the Raleigh Park flat on 18 January ...

and supported the students with their move.  My

recollection is that the other students were not

particularly concerned about the situation and not

worried that VC was a risk to them.  They were worried

about the impact on their exams of having to move and
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the inconvenience.  I informed them of the emergency

protocol ie in an emergency they should contact security

or the police ...  I recall that VC was in the flat at

the time of the move but that he was asleep in his

room."  (As read)

Does that ring bells with you?

A. Yes, that's what I was talking about previously about

taking each of us in one by one and to collect the

things that we needed, so that's what that's referring

to, yeah.

Q. He was there when that happened to support you?

A. So he -- I believe in my case he waited outside the

door, but he said: "If anything happens, shout or

whatever and I will come in."  With that, that was the

thing that I thought was strange because it very much

felt like we were being secretive or -- and I wasn't

sure that that was why would we be doing that?  Why

would we be sneaking around trying not to disturb him?

I thought that was odd.  That was the only event around

that that I thought probably wasn't handled right.

Q. When you say "not handled right", did you wonder why you

were moving out and he wasn't?  He was waiting for

something.

A. No, it was more why were we each going in one by one and

kind of creeping around.  It just didn't -- it felt like
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we were in a dangerous situation and at the time we

didn't know anything about his history, we didn't know

anything that would happen in the future, but the

protocol that he is referring to, it felt like there was

danger and I thought, well, if you are acting like we

are in danger and this is a risk, why are we doing it?

Why can't someone else go in and get our things or why

can't [VC] be removed and we go get our things and then

he goes -- I didn't understand that.

Q. If we can have UNIN0001804, page 1.  This is a note,

Christopher, from Claire Thompson who is working with

the Mental Health Advisory Service.  She makes

a telephone call to you, I think, on 17 January.  This

is the note:

"Telephone call to Chris."

Do you remember her phoning you?

A. I don't remember her specifically, but I remember

speaking to various different people about it at the

time.

Q. This note records:

"Happened Sat[urday] night, police attended and

managed the situation.

"Accommodations are trying to find somewhere else

for [them] at the moment.

"A few issues last night.  More involved the other
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flatmate.  

"Been ongoing issue re cleaning."

Does that remind you of what the conversation was

about?

A. Not particularly, but when they speak about other

issues, I'm guessing that I must have informed her about

the "shut the fuck up" and screaming and more aggressive

behaviour.  So I think that's probably what this refers

to.

Q. Did she give you any information about him?

A. No.

Q. Nothing at all?

A. They kept saying "We are getting him the help he needs."

That was pretty much the line that they took and they

didn't say anything else.

Q. But help he needed, did that make you think that there

were health issues or mental health issues?

A. Yeah, it made me think there were mental health issues.

Q. Can we also now have UNIN0001796.  That's an email you

send to Mahalia, who I think has previously been

forwarding to the residential team.  You say you have

been temporarily moved; "no cooking utensils or food";

"told not to enter"; "this is costly"; could you get

"any financial assistance".

Did you get any response to that?
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A. I can't recall but we didn't get any financial

assistance.  That's all I can recall.

Q. So Residential Experience was one route of you reporting

this.  We also see, if we can have please, UNIN0002240,

page 3.  This is an email that you have sent to -- you

tell us the email address and what you were doing?

A. I believe it stands for "support social sciences", so

I was part of the business school which I think it fell

under, and the social sciences department.

Q. How did you know that email address?  Did you know who

was going to receive that?

A. I don't know how I knew that, to be honest.

Q. It looks as though you have an answer to that if we go

to page 2.  We see there:

"Dear Chris

"... I just left a voicemail. ... so pleased you

have done all the right things in terms of contacting

the Police and the university."

The person at the top follows up with you.  If we go

to page 1.  You do a reply, saying:

"... sorry ... not getting back to you, your email

[was] ... buried in my Inbox ... temporarily moved to

another flat ..."

She says:

"Great, I'm so pleased you have been moved.  I hope
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you feel safer?  How did your exams go?"

How would you describe that?  It was the Support and

Wellbeing Team that had it.  Was that supportive, to get

that back?

A. It is difficult for me to remember exactly about this

period so I can't remember exactly.

Q. We also see at UNIN0001796, page 1.  That's 16 January.

If we go over the page.  I'm not going to ask you to

read it out but if we look at UNIN0001788, page 1,

attached at to that is something from all of as

flatmates, we see.

Who put this together for all of you?

A. I did.

Q. That I think ended up with the Residential Team.  Is

that where you were intending it to go or do you know

now to how many places you sent that?  It is not

immediately clear to me.

A. I think at that time I just saw it as the University

broadly, maybe didn't differentiate between different

departments.

Q. So you sent it to the department with which you were

studying.  You sent it to the Residential, and you also

looked like you did a report through the

Report + Support system?

A. Perhaps.  I think they said they did that on my behalf
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in the previous email but I --

Q. I see.  So they did that.  If we go to just for

completeness, UNIN0000362, if we go to page 2:

"Text from e mail from the student received this

morning: I was assaulted by a fellow student ..."

So that has been uploaded to this Report + Support

format.

A. Yes.

Q. But that was not something you were aware of, that

process, that you --

A. No.

Q. -- could report harassment, abuse, or upset via that.

You wouldn't have known that.

A. No.

Q. Can we just please go to UNIN0000157.  You won't have

seen this at the time but if you could just look at it.

It is a Critical Incident Record of Claire Thompson's.

If we look in the bottom box.  18 January.  Five

paragraphs down.  Telephone call from Ellie, that's

Ellie Turner:

"She [has] spoke[n] to secondary services and it has

become clear that they have not shared key risk

information about [VC] ... who has needed further

hospital admissions and exhibited increasingly

aggressive behaviour and has stopped taking medication.
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The team are going to gain a warrant and police support

and carry out an urgent MHA assessment.  It has been

arranged via Chris [you, obviously] to place the

students in alternative accommodation until the

assessment is complete."

Did you know that, that information at the time that

there had been further hospital admissions required and

increasingly aggressive behaviour and that he had

stopped taking medication?

A. No, I had no idea.

Q. If we can have NHFT0000168.  Can we have page 28,

please.  (Pause)  That is a different reference to the

one I have.

Can we go to page 228 of 273.  So 0228 at the bottom

rather than 0028.

(Pause)

So look at 4 February please.  We see an entry here,

this is by a clinician:

"Note concern raised from university that [VC] ...

was spotted at his old address yesterday, by his former

flatmates who were concerned to see him there given

recent history.  Spoke to [VC] ... about this in the

quiet room.  He denied attending Raleigh Park and

explained he had stayed in the local area.  He was

guarded about what [went on] ..."
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So you had reported that you had seen him.  Was any

feedback given to you about the fact that he had come to

the accommodation or not?

A. I think the most I got was thanks for reporting it, if

it happens again report it again, call the police if

necessary but I don't think anything outside of that.

Q. Did you know when he was in or out of hospital?  Was

that anything --

A. No.

Q. So you wouldn't have known where he was when you did see

him or when he turned up.

A. No.

Q. That was not something you were privy to.

A. No.

Q. Then we see on the same page that you have

a conversation, do you, with a doctor?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you expect that, to be phoned by a doctor about him?

A. When they said "we are going to get him help" I made the

assumption that it was some sort of psychiatric care, so

no I wasn't completely surprised by that although

obviously it is a strange phone call to get.  So no,

I wasn't completely surprised.

Q. Can you read -- you can read it to yourself, the

description of the conversation.  Is that an accurate
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description?

A. Yes.

Q. It says:

"Chris advised he 'started mouthing off' and said

something along the lines of 'I'll call you a dirty

bastard'.  [VC] ...reportedly responded to this by

throwing a punch and wrestling ensued for a short

period."

You explained:

"[VC]... was 'acting strangely' and refused to let

them leave the flat."

This is when you called the police.  How did you

describe to the doctor the refusal to leave the flat?

A. I can't remember. 

Q. You referred earlier to at the time you were perhaps

being a bit reluctant to say how you really felt about

it at the time.  When you were talking to the doctor,

how did you present it to him then?

A. It is difficult because obviously when you look back at

it I perhaps would have treated the situation

differently.  I felt maybe I was provocative and I felt

the police said that to me, you know, different people

have kind of said that to me.

Q. By saying to him what you said to him about the flat,

that that was provocative about the bathroom?
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A. The "dirty bastard" part and I agreed.  So I felt

a little bit embarrassed.  Perhaps I instigated the

situation somewhat, so I was -- I felt embarrassed about

it.

Q. Is that victim blaming; sounds like it might be, doesn't

it?

A. Maybe, yes.  So I think when I was speaking about it

afterwards I would maybe minimise it a little bit

because I felt -- yes, I felt embarrassed.

Q. Can we go to UNIN0001801.  This is 22 April: 

"... following up on the incident last night after

you reported seeing [VC] back on site I'm glad that you

were able to talk with both David and Nick from our

team ....

"... tell all flatmates to keep the door off the

latch so it is secure and should [VC] make a further

appearance, call the police immediately ..."

A. So I said I had only seen him once and that was true.

The previous incident, it must have been 5 April --

February, we -- a security guard had knocked on our door

and told us that he saw [VC] outside.  I didn't see him

on that occasion.

Q. You just saw him the one time --

A. When he came in the flat and that must have been the

April incident based on this email.  So the previous one
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in February I hadn't seen him directly.  We were told by

a security guard who knocked on the door that "that guy

who got kicked out your flat, I've just seen him down

there and you guys need to watch out, basically, and be

careful".

Q. Was that a university security guy who told you that?

A. I believe he worked for the accommodation not the

University, but I really don't know.

Q. Did he tell you how he was addressed or how he appeared

or anything like that?

A. He said he was hiding his face and he had a big coat on

and you can see what he -- yeah, he made it seem like it

was very ominous.

Q. You have used that word a couple of times now, is that

how it felt, ominous, what you were being told?

A. Yes, because I just didn't know anything.  This person,

from what I was told, I knew that he was into

involuntary psychiatric care.  Well, you don't know the

extent, you don't know if he's going to be more violent.

I just -- it felt like there was a lot of unknowns and

then when someone tells you "yes, he was trying to get

in the door, you guys need to be careful", it feels

pretty ominous.  Yes.

Q. Did they tell you if they were being vigilant or trying

to take some of that off your shoulders by saying "we
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will be vigilant, we are here, we are security" as well?

A. I really appreciated the security guard doing that.

I believe his name was Jovi.  I thought that he was very

good for that and I was thankful that he was there and

that he saw it because who knows what would have

happened if he wasn't.

Q. No more questions from me, Christopher, other than this.

Do you have any reflections?  You have seen more

documents than perhaps you did at the time, any

reflections you would like to share with the Chair or

not?

A. Yes, I think we were put at a lot of risk and we weren't

given information that we really should have had.  If

someone had been sectioned months prior, maybe we should

have been able to make an educated decision on whether

we wanted to live with him, but we weren't told that, we

weren't told anything.  I got lucky and I'm fine.  Maybe

I wouldn't have, but that's where we are and, yeah,

I just think we just weren't told and we should have

been.

Questioned by THE CHAIR 

THE CHAIR:  Yes, there is just one question I was going to

ask you, Christopher.  Can we just go back to

NHFT0000168_0228.  This is when you are phoned by the

doctor.  He doesn't record you anywhere in there
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referring to a headlock.  Do you think you would have

told him that or not?

A. I think I would have told him that, yes.

Q. You have said that he refused to let you leave the flat,

and you explained that he was acting strangely.  Do you

think you would have gone into any details as you have

today about what you meant by that, the staring and

the --

A. Yes, I think I probably would have, but I can't say

because I don't recall the phone call very clearly, so

I don't know what exactly I said.  I would have thought

I would have told him that though, yes.

THE CHAIR:  Were you given any notice about this phone call,

or did it just come out of the blue?

A. I can't recall.

THE CHAIR:  Thank you.  Yes, thank you very much.  You are

free to go.

MS LANGDALE:  Chair, that concludes Christopher's evidence.

We would like if Ms Kaur could read into the record

the statement of one of the flatmates and then after the

break we will call two other students.

THE CHAIR:  Yes, thank you.

Witness Statement of Sam read by MS KAUR 

MS KAUR:  The Nottingham Inquiry witness statement of Sam

who studied at the University of Nottingham between 2020
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to 2025.  Sam sets out the background.

"I have been asked to set out any interactions I had

with VC as a student at the university and anything else

that may assist the Inquiry.  I met VC in my second year

of my 5-year degree at the university when I was in

private accommodation called Raleigh Park.

"I was friends with Chris and one other, and as we

had left it too late to sort out our accommodation for

the next academic year, we agreed between us that we

would move into this private accommodation together.

"Our friend dropped out of this agreement, so it was

just Chris and I that ended up moving in together at

Raleigh Park.  This accommodation was cheap and there

was not much else available.  You could apply off the

website, and you were able to pick, to live in the flat

together with other students you already knew.

"We found Raleigh Park on a private website, but it

might have been affiliated or endorsed by the

university.  If we had any issues with the property we

would go to the property rather than the university.

"There were times when the University was getting

contacted about matters that happened at the

accommodation and I assumed someone from the

accommodation was contacting them, for example when the

incident in January 2022 took place.  We may have
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contacted the university too but it's been a number of

years so I cannot remember if we did.

"When reviewing property and being offered Raleigh

Park, I do not remember if I was advised about the

security on site or around the premises and nor can

I recall if we had to sign guests in.  We might have,

I'm not sure and I can't remember.  I do recall that

there was security staff around the building but not

inside the building.

"The flat was a non-smoking premises, but some

flatmates may have smoked in their flats, but I wasn't

involved in this.  I never saw VC smoke weed and never

smelt weed coming from his room.

"I only met VC when he moved into the flat.

I assumed because my friend dropped out, there was now

a spare place and that's why he moved in.  We as a flat

were not expecting anyone else joining because the

academic year had already started.

"There might have been four of us at that point in

the flat.  Another flatmate also moved in later after

the start date.

"The layout of our flat was once you came into the

front door, the kitchen was on the left and then along

a corridor there were doors to the bedrooms.  There were

two bathrooms, 6 bedrooms and a kitchen/dining area.
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"I think I first met VC a few days after he moved

in.  I got a message saying someone new had moved in.

I can't remember the initial meeting with him.

"I know that us flatmates messaged each other, but

I can't remember if it was individual messaging or on

a group chat after we learned someone new was joining

the flat.

"I cannot recall the specific moment I met VC

because it wasn't really a thing or an event for me.

All I know is it would have happened somewhere in the

flat.

"VC was quiet.  We would say hi to him but a lot of

the time he wouldn't reply.  I assumed he was doing his

own thing.  If he was in the kitchen cooking, he'd sit

there and eat his food with us, but outside of that he

wouldn't spend time with us.

"I was close with Chris and Ryan, but the other

flatmates had their own thing going on.  We were all on

good terms though.

"We were surprised when VC moved in as the academic

year had been going for a while and because he wasn't in

the same age range as us.  From Chris asking him, we

knew he was 30 years old and the others ... were all

around 19 years old.

"Nothing in particular stood out to me about VC's
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clothing.  I think VC's voice was maybe a bit monotone,

but we would not really have conversations, only brief

encounters with him.

"Assault on 15 January 2022.

"I don't know if it was changes in VC's personality,

but it was more that some of the flatmates were getting

annoyed with the state VC was leaving the shower in.  VC

only changed in personality when Chris confronted him

about the state the shower was left in, and it escalated

quickly after that.

"One of the flatmates said to me to come and look at

the shower and I was shocked at its state.  Chris saw it

too and knocked on VC's door and, in a nice way, told

him that it was bad and he needed to clean it.

"VC responded being funny with Chris, saying

something like 'I'm not going to do it, you can clean it

for me.'  A few hours later we were in the living room

playing Playstation.  In the room with me were Chris and

Ryan.  VC had been to the shops and come back.  His

shared fridge was in the corner of the kitchen living

area where we were playing so he had to come over, and

that's when Chris confronted him.

"Chris was sat down and asked about the shower.  VC

responded in a bit of a confrontational way by saying

'you can do it'.  Then Chris called him 'a dirty
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bastard'.  VC took his jacket off, squared up to Chris

and said 'say it again'.  Chris said it again and VC

came at Chris.

"Chris was sat on the sofa and VC tried to punch

Chris while he was on the sofa and then through the

motion ended up sitting onto Chris.  At first, we were

trying to get VC off Chris, but we couldn't get him off.

Then Chris was in a headlock but could still speak, and

we were all trying to reason with VC to let go of him.

"Chris told me to start filming and I did this on my

iPhone.  This is the footage already in the media.  I no

longer possess this footage and provided a copy at the

time to Chris.  We thought if we could [help] get it on

camera we could show it to the police.  I don't know who

called the police.

"I don't think I could accurately say how long Chris

was in a headlock for, but it was for more than

a minute.  When VC realised that Chris was not fighting

back and that he was on camera, he eventually let go of

Chris.

"I can't remember all of it that well, but I do know

that when VC came off of Chris it was tense.  We didn't

know if VC would carry on with the assault.  I left the

building shortly after that.  VC was in the kitchen and

I wanted to leave.  I went to my friend's house.
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I wasn't there when the police showed up.

"The police did not speak to me after the assault.

The only time the police spoke with me was recently to

take a statement after the June 2023 attack.

"On the night of 15 January, I can't remember when

I came back to the flat.  It would have been ... later

that night or in the morning.  I went to stay with

a close friend, and I used to stay over there often.

"I cannot recall getting a text telling me that VC

was still living there after this assault, but I do

remember that someone told me that VC was told not to

interact with us.

"Incident on 16 January 2022.

"The day after ... there was an incident with Ryan.

I came out of the bathroom and saw VC confronting Ryan

about the bathroom light.  VC said the fan kept him

awake.  VC was confrontational.

"Incident on 17 January ...

"On 17 January, VC stormed into the lounge and told

us to 'shut the fuck up'.  We were playing PS4 at the

time.  Considering Chris was told by the police that if

they get another call from us about VC, VC could be in

trouble with them and with VC knowing that we could call

the police this seemed irrational behaviour from him.

"Move on 18 January ...
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"Around 18 January ... someone called Chris from the

residential team from the university, which was called

ResX, contacted us.  This was the first time I had heard

from this organisation.

"I think they might have knocked on the door,

I can't remember.  It was in the morning and we were

told to go to a bench on the premises but outside of the

flat and speak to someone from the university.  They

told us there that VC needed sectioning, and we needed

to move out of the flat.

"I think we were told to take minimal items with us,

as we were initially told it was just going to be for

a day and that we would be moved into an empty flat on

the Raleigh Park premises.

"I can't remember if we were told to go into the

flat one by one to remove our items so VC would not

know, but the ResX university person came with us.  The

issue was that they did not want VC to know that

something was going on.

"I can't remember getting my stuff, but we moved

into the spare flat on a different block.  We must have

been there for a few nights.  I had only packed minimal

items which made things difficult for me to stay for

that length of time.

"The days we were kept at this spare flat kept
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getting extended.  We were told that this was because

there was as issue with a lack of availability of beds

in the hospital that VC needed to go to, so he could not

be moved and so he had to remain in the flat.

"When we were finally told that we could return to

the flat, I went back as I had taken so little with me.

I remember Chris stayed in the temporary flat for

longer.

"We were told that VC had been sectioned and that if

he came back to get his stuff, he would be escorted out.

But VC did come back.

"I lived in the bedroom next to VCs in the flat.

I knew that he had been sectioned but I could hear him

in his room the day after he had been sectioned.  I knew

it was VC even though I couldn't see him as I was used

to the noises he made that came from his room, that you

could hear through the walls.  There was no one else in

the flat bar me.

"I spoke to Chris from ResX about this and he

apologised and said that he had been told VC wasn't

allowed to come back to the flat.  They said they were

embarrassed.

"There was no way to feel comfortable with VC in the

flat now.  We had assumed that straight after ... 15

[of] January assault that he would have been arrested or
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taken away, so we were shocked that he was still allowed

to live with us and stay in the flat that same night.

How were we supposed to live in the same flat as him?

We were told by ResX that VC could not be removed on the

spot.

"I can't recall sending a statement to the

university about a request that VC be moved from the

flat.  The university did reach out to me after the 15

[of] January assault but a good couple of days after it.

"Call from VC's psychiatrist. 

"A few days after the assault with Chris and VC's

sectioning, VC's psychiatrist called me.  They asked me

if I had seen VC and how he was acting.  I was woken up

by the phone call.

"I'm not sure who gave the psychiatrist my phone

number, but I'm assuming it was Raleigh Park.  I never

really gave my number out.  I didn't really know what

was going on as I had literally just woken up, but

I think he was asking me what VC was like.  I was too

out of it to understand.  I didn't hear of anyone else

in the flat getting a call from VC's psychiatrist.

"Incident on 21 April 2022.

"On 21 April, just Chris and I were in the flat.  We

had forgotten about VC by this stage as he was not at

the forefront of our minds.  Chris and I were in the
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kitchen and VC just walked in.  We were shocked.

"Ryan used to leave the door on the latch, but the

block entrance door would have been locked as you needed

swipe security card to gain entry, so VC must have

waited around until someone let him in.

"He said that he wanted his letters, and we said we

didn't have them.  He was walking around the kitchen

looking for his letters.  Then he walked into the

corridor and went and used one of the toilets.  Chris

said, 'you don't live here anymore, you can't use the

bathroom' and VC said something like 'you just need to

chill out'.  

"Then I think Chris called the university or the

ResX and told them that VC had come back.  I'm not sure

what they said to Chris.

"A few hours later, it was dark by this point, we

could hear slamming on the door, and it was a security

guard saying that they had found VC walking on the

premises with most of his face covered.  The security

guard recognised VC and asked him what he was doing,

then followed him.  The security guard saw him trying to

get into the flat.  The security guard mentioned that he

might have a weapon.  We suggested calling the police,

but the security said that he would speak to his boss.

"I was worried thinking what if he came back.
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I can't remember if anything came of it.  The security

guard said he was going to speak to his boss, but

I can't remember seeing him again.

"I never heard anything or saw VC again from that

point.

"I don't recall receiving any messages from the

university pre-VC joining us or after this incident to

advise us or forewarn us that VC had mental health or

vulnerability issues.

"During the January assault VC wasn't softly spoken

as he usually was, nor was he softly spoken when he was

looking for the letters on 21 April.  VC was

confrontational when Chris asked him not to come into

the flat after he used the toilet.

"Before January, there was never a reason for VC to

be confrontational, as we didn't speak to him.  So, it

is hard to make a judgment about his character.

I didn't really notice changes -- the bathroom was

always being left in a state anyway.  VC's demeanour

only changed when Chris said something to him.

"I never did see VC out and about and never heard

anything from others about him.  

"I did not know whether VC was prescribed and/or

taking medication for any reason and I did not hear any

other accounts or reports about VC while I was
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a student.

"I was not aware or made aware of any interactions

which VC had with the University of Nottingham's

security team, mental health or support team, NHS mental

health services or the police.  I had limited

interactions with these organisations myself.

"In relation to the effectiveness of these bodies,

the thing that concerned me and Chris was that we were

told that VC was more of a risk to himself than others.

I didn't agree with this given that he had already

attacked Chris.  This messaging was coming from ResX.

"I spoke to my family about what had happened, and

everyone was shocked that he was still in the flat.

I can't remember if I showed them the footage of the

attack.

"Nottingham attacks.

"When the Nottingham attacks happened, based on the

description on the news, I thought it fit the

description of VC.  I saw the blurry CCTV footage, and

someone posted in the group chat saying, 'is this not

the guy we lived with?'.

"I think the next day I got a phone call from a no

caller ID number, and it was police asking if I would

speak to them.  They said they were outside.  They came

inside and questioned me but wouldn't say why.  When
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I mentioned VC, they said they could not say.  They said

they just wanted to know about my previous flatmate and

previous living arrangements.  Not long after, another

policeman came and took a statement from me in my house.

"I felt shocked when I found out about the attacks,

in some ways it didn't feel real at first.  It's the

kind of event you see on the news; it's not something

you ever expect to be close to.

"I cannot remember if the University reached out to

me then.  I was annoyed at the whole situation, rather

than anyone in particular.

"I've now watched the documentaries.  We weren't

aware of his medical history before VC moved into the

flat.  The whole picture looks a lot different to what

we knew at that time.

"I don't think VC should have been moved into a flat

with us who didn't know his situation and were not aware

of his history."

Statement of truth, and a signature from Sam, and

the statement is dated 22 October 2025.

THE CHAIR:  Thank you.

MS KAUR:  Chair, is this an appropriate time?

THE CHAIR:  It is.  We will take a break now until 4.10 pm.

Thank you.

(3.52 pm) 
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(A short break) 

(4.10 pm) 

MS LANGDALE:  May I call the next witness, Thomas, please.

THOMAS (affirmed) 

THE CHAIR:  Thank you.  Sit down, please.  Yes,

Miss Langdale.

Questioned by MS LANGDALE 

MS LANGDALE:  Thomas, you provided the Inquiry a statement

dated 12 November 2025.

A. Yes.

Q. Can you confirm the contents are true and accurate as

far as you are concerned?

A. I can confirm.

Q. You have a statement with you, a copy with you?

A. Yes.

Q. Can I start with you, please, around paragraph 5.  You

were in your third year and you were looking for

accommodation and you opt for Raleigh Park.  Can you

tell us about how you chose that accommodation, what you

expected from it?

A. Yes, so in my second year of -- at the end of the first

year of my university experience, Covid happened.

Second year was mostly lockdown.  So there was a lot of

learning online.  Third year, which was Raleigh Park,

I wanted a kind of a university experience again, in
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order to feel that whilst I'm at university.  Raleigh

Park was something -- it was close to campus, it was

affordable, it was kind of a lot of people, so it was

a chance for me to meet new people as well.  So it just

felt fitting.

Q. How did you find the name "Raleigh Park"?  How did you

find the accommodation?

A. It was just online, just looking at student

accommodation.  I think there might have been some links

on the University website.  It kind of was in

partnership but it wasn't really to do with the

University.  But, yeah, just mainly looking online.

Q. You went into a flat with space for six people in total.

Can you just use first names of your flatmates --

A. Yes.

Q. -- and there were four of you, I think, at the beginning

in the flat.

A. Yes, that is correct.  It was me, Chris, Ryan and Sam.

Q. Then two other flatmates joined and one of them was VC

around October time, you say.

A. As far as I'm aware, yes.

Q. So what were your impressions of him?

A. Initially he was a lot older than us.  I was out of the

boys who were already there.  I was probably the oldest,

about 22.  And he was a lot older.  He was probably
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towards like late 20s, maybe early 30s.  Initial

interactions, you could get a conversation out of him.

He seemed approachable.  So I managed to -- there were

times in the kitchen where I would be there kind of

cooking or doing what not, and he was doing there so

I would obviously just have a chit chat and get to find

out a little bit more about him, but initially nothing

out of the ordinary.

Q. Did you eat together at a table as a group, or did you

do your own thing?

A. Not really.  I mostly ate in my room as I was still

studying.  There was a kitchen, a dining room table in

the kitchen that some boys would eat at, but as far as

I'm aware I'm not sure that we would all eat together at

the same time.

Q. What about the bathroom situation?  Were there a couple

of bathrooms in the flat for six people?

A. Yes.  There were two bathrooms.  So once we were all six

of us there we kind of split it between three and three,

just on the locations of the room and what's kind of

closest in proximity, so -- whatever.

Q. Were you sharing the one with VC or not?

A. No, I wasn't.  I was sharing with Abdullah and Sam

because we were at the end of the flat.

Q. You used to go to swim training which is quite intense
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and frequent, presumably?

A. Yes.  Yes, I did.  In and amongst around my studies

I would try to go because first year I didn't really do

it, second year it wasn't available.  So third year,

I wanted to try and get that feeling.  So yes, I was

kind of in and out quite a lot.

Q. That was your first impression.  You say that by

December, so three months on, "it wasn't a great

environment to live in".

A. Yes, I think we started to see some unusual activities

or interactions with him.  I noted kind of a sense of

paranoia in one of the situations.  I heard knocking in

the evening.  I think some boys reported some other

things going on as well.  So it was kind of slowly

changing in the atmosphere.

Q. When you say "paranoia", you give an example at

paragraph 16 of your statement of something that

happened.  Can you tell us about that?

A. Yes, so I think this was when he moved in, in a lot of

these kind of university halls we have like a big kind

of bulletin board where he can post whatever you want,

pinpoint it up and there is some stuff that's already on

there like contact details for emergency, et cetera.

Q. In the bedroom?

A. Yes, in each individual bedroom.  Each individual
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bedroom would have the same thing and you can put

whatever you want up to customise it however you wanted

to.  But when you move in the accommodation puts some

stuff on there already.  I think he didn't really notice

it before so he kind of had the feeling that someone had

gone into his room to put it on or like around his

bedroom so I kind of showed him like -- I tried to

explain to him, like, these are in all the bedrooms, no

one has gone in, kind of thing.  Showed him, you know,

that I have it in my room as well to put him more at

ease, but I could see a little bit of paranoia.

Q. You basically said "my room is the same".  What was his

concern, that one had been into his room or done that?

A. Yes.  I think so.  The fact that someone has gone into

his room and kind of gone in, but there might have been

some other things that he was kind of paranoid about.

Q. You say at paragraph 19, when you were in the flat

together you discussed the things that he had done:

"We weren't trying to oust him but we found it weird

and unusual and we did not really want him as a house

mate with this kind of behaviour".

Was that discussed between you?

A. It was kind of in passing when we were there and it was

just things happening during the night.  Sam mentioned

that he would knock on his door in the evening to say
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that his music is too loud kind of thing.

Q. Did he play loud music?

A. I don't know, the thing is I was in and out and I also

had a partner at the time as well, so I tried to stay

away as much as possible.  But we noticed some unusual

things and we shared it amongst ourselves to keep each

other up to date and also to see if they kind of

experienced similar things as well.

Q. Any other examples that you were aware of, apart from

hearing loud music or thinking someone may have gone

into the room?  

A. Not that I'm aware of, I'm not sure what the other boys

have said about the situation, but as far as I'm aware,

I've got my personal encounter and basically knocking on

the doors in the evenings.

Q. You make the point that as far as you are aware you

didn't ever smell cannabis or thought whether he did

drugs, you weren't concerned about that?

A. No.

Q. Were you at the time worried about whether he was

delusional about things?  You used the word "paranoid",

what was it?

A. I don't know, there was something off with his character

in a way which seemed a little bit unusual.  I think it

was when he approached me about the situation that
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I mentioned earlier.

Q. The leaflets?

A. Yeah, yeah.  It didn't sit right with me, it was kind of

not really a typical thing that you would kind of bring

up in a way, and I could see how his behaviour was, it

was different to what I had seen of him previously as in

it's just like -- it felt like a state of paranoia that

he was experiencing.  But, yes, I think we could -- we

started to notice kind of a change in behaviour.

Q. Was that anything you felt able to raise with the

University as a group, whether via their mental health

services or support services or anything like that at

the time?

A. I wasn't too sure.  I wasn't convinced that he was

paranoid.  Obviously it is just a single event that he

displayed.  Whether me kind of saying if he has

something going on, I wouldn't know.  But that's what we

kind of -- we just spoke about those individual

situations --

Q. Unusual things --

A. Yes.

Q. January 2022, we have just heard from your former

flatmate about that.  You weren't in on 15 January -- 

A. No.

Q. -- and didn't witness any of that.  You say you were
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shown the footage.  Who showed you that?  Near to the

time did they show you that footage?

A. I think one of the boys might have shown me it, but

I have also seen it from this Inquiry as well.

Q. What was your reaction to that when you saw it at the

time?

A. A little bit confused.  It kind of seemed out of

nothing, but I didn't know if they were kind of just

playing with each other.  Especially from school as

well, I think boys kind of tittle-tattle kind of thing.

There was a situation where he was basically -- the

bathroom situation, and some of the boys were getting

quite annoyed about that.  So I didn't know if it was

kind of they approached him to raise their concerns and

then basically things escalated kind of naturally or

what.

But it did seem kind of out of the blue, but when

I saw the video I wasn't aware of the seriousness of

what was going on kind of thing.

Q. Did you see the video of the headlock and there is

a second part of the video where Chris can't leave the

room and another flatmate and VC is stopping them leave

the room.  Did you see that footage?

A. Yes, I did.

Q. What did you make of that?
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A. I wasn't too sure what to make of it because I could see

one of the other boys going in and around VC, so he was

letting him pass, but he wasn't letting Chris pass,

which seems like it was just targeted towards Chris who

mainly was the person who was kind of driving getting VC

out of the accommodation because it wasn't a great

atmosphere to be in and it was kind of causing a lot of

concern for us where we are at university, we kind of

need to be focusing on exams, et cetera, and life stuff.

Obviously people want to go home to a nice place where

we feel comfortable.

Q. You say at paragraph 28:

"We didn't feel like we would and should have to

clean up after him."

So the shower issue was becoming a real issue, or

was a real issue?

A. For the other boys yes.  We -- me, Sam and Abdullah were

using kind of the bathroom which was clean.  But yeah,

he left it in quite a state, but with Uni accommodation,

you know, I didn't really know what to make of it.

Sometimes you have that housemate who just leaves dirty

pots, kind of thing.  I thought it might have been along

those lines.  But yeah, it was messy and it was quite

frequent as well.

Q. We know -- we have had it up on the screen before --
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there was a joint statement signed or from flatmates to

the University about the incident on the 15th and how

the flatmates felt about VC being in the flat and the

disregard for them.  You signed up to that.  Did you

agree with that, that there was disregard for the

flatmates and concern about that?

A. Yes, I believe, if I'm right in my thinking, that this

was in order to kind of get him out of our flat and

trying to create a better atmosphere.

Q. Shall we put it on the screen so you can see it?

A. Yes, please.

Q. It is UNIN0001788.  So this is the document.

A. Yes.

Q. Do you recognise this document --

A. Only since the Inquiry.  At the time I didn't see this,

but there was talk in the chat of creating a letter to

kind of give it to the accommodation to help.

Q. You were fine with that?

A. I was fine.  I trusted what they were going to write.

Q. You have read it and you are fine with what's written

there?

A. Yes, now, but I didn't read it at the time when I signed

it because I wasn't in a lot and it mostly concerned the

other boys who stayed there more often and if they

needed me to sign it as well in order to help their case
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then I trusted them.

Q. In terms of moving out from the property, leaving the

flat, can you remember much now about how you were asked

and when you were asked to take your belongings and

leave the flat?

A. Yes, it is kind of a bit disjointed from what

I remember, but there was an external person called

Chris or someone from this --

Q. From ResX?

A. ResX.  He kind of got us all together, told us about the

situation of [VC] and that he is unwell and for the

foreseeable future we had to move to a temporary

accommodation still in Raleigh Park just for our own

safety and also his safety from how he described the

situation.  So it was the case of we had to take as much

as we could in that situation and then relocate almost

immediately, and yeah.

Q. You say "... a third party was there to keep us safe

..." when you got the stuff, you say that at

paragraph 35.

A. Yes.

Q. What did you think you had to be kept safe from?

A. They kind of -- I think this was after the fact of the

headlock and so they kind of made out that VC was

a dangerous individual to be with.  So, when we moved
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out, I think he was there to help us and to kind of ship

us to the new accommodation, but we only picked up a few

things.  So, later on, either that same evening or

another day, we were allowed back to pick up some more

things to kind of stay at the temporary accommodation

more permanently.

Q. Did you feel in the picture about what was going on in

that period?

A. Not really.  The guy from ResX tried to help piece it

a little bit more for us in a way that we learned that

he was on medication and he hadn't been taking it.

Q. From him --

A. From the ResX.  And that there was a situation where he

needed to get assessed kind of for his own -- he, as in

VC, needs to get assessed in order to work out what's

going on.  I think from that, learning about his

medication, it kind of pieced some pieces together for

us for the behaviour that we were seeing.  But, yes.

Q. You say you can't remember what day he left, but there

was a time when he was gone and the University man said

you shouldn't have to worry anymore?

A. Yes.

Q. And they did not replace VC, so there were five of you

thereafter.  Was that the same ResX person who said that

to you, the University man, or was that someone else?
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A. I believe it's the same one.  I don't think he contacted

me directly because Chris was the main kind of source of

the contact, but as far as I'm aware, but yes, it was

kind of we had someone externally tell us that whilst we

are in this temporary accommodation we can kind of start

to move back to our main residence.

Q. You say you started getting a lot of post for VC when he

wasn't there?

A. Yes.

Q. It kept coming and the boys started to put it in the

bin.

A. Yes, which paragraph is this?

Q. Paragraph 39.

A. Okay, perfect.

Q. Were you there in April when he came back and went into

the accommodation looking for bank statements or not?

A. I can't remember.  I'm not sure.

Q. Do you think you saw him again after he had left the

accommodation or don't you know?

A. I did, yes.  I said that I saw him in the supermarket in

paragraph 42.

Q. Tell us about that.

A. This is a local supermarket near Raleigh Park.  It is

just -- I don't know if you know Nottingham or the map

of it, but it is literally just a Lidl across the road.
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Q. Yes.

A. I can't remember what time of day it was, but I was in

kind of the same aisle, I looked further down and I saw

him, or someone who looked very similar to him, and I

was a bit confused because it had been a good couple of

months since he got moved out and from my knowledge it

was kind of like he's still in the area.  Yeah, I might

have told the boys that I saw him, but nothing more

after that.

Q. When you saw him was there anything unusual about it,

did you say hello to each other or you didn't

acknowledge each other?

A. No, I didn't talk to him.  I think after -- there was

a long time where I didn't really say much to him.

Probably from kind of January onwards and just kind of

kept to myself.  But no, I didn't say anything to him

and, I don't know, he was just shopping, it looked like,

so there wasn't really too much to say.

Q. Yes, thank you.  You have obviously read more from the

documents that have been sent since your time there.

Finally, do you have any reflections to offer, or to

say to the Chair about what happened or your time there

or, if you have set it out, how do you set it out?

A. Nothing more from what I have kind of said in my witness

statement so far.
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Q. Thank you, Thomas, I have no further questions.  Chair?

THE CHAIR:  I have no further questions.  Thank you very

much.  You are free to go.

A. Thank you.

THE CHAIR:  Yes, Ms Langdale.

MS LANGDALE:  May I call Joel, the last witness, please.

THE CHAIR:  Yes, thank you.  I understand the witness is on

his way.  (Pause)

JOEL (affirmed) 

Questioned by MS LANGDALE 

THE CHAIR:  Thank you, do sit down.  Yes, Ms Langdale.

MS LANGDALE:  Joel, you have prepared a statement for the

Inquiry dated 21 September 2025.

A. Yes.

Q. Can you confirm the contents are true and accurate as

far as you are concerned?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you have a copy of it with you?

A. Yes.

Q. You set out you were completing a Masters degree in

mechanical engineering at the University of Nottingham

between 2017 and 2021?

A. Yes.

Q. You tell us it was in your third year of your degree

that you had to complete a group design project.  Was
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that an important component of your degree?

A. Yes, it was, I think, a 25% of the year mark, something

around that region.

Q. You say here, I think, 20-something per cent, so

a significant piece of work.  You were in a group of

three, I think, or four originally; is that right?  How

was it that you were allocated --

A. Yes, we were originally a group of four, me and three of

my friends from the previous years of the course were

together and then VC was added to the group when we were

setting up the project.

Q. Who added him to the group and why was he added to your

group?

A. I believe it was his personal tutor and it was because

the groups were planned to be groups of five and because

we had been spotted to be a group of four, they spotted

an opportunity to add VC to the group.

Q. I think you say there is about 300 people on the course?

A. Yes.

Q. Was it the case that people tended to settle in their

own groups in the course --

A. Yes, I think within the first few months of the course,

people generally sort of gravitated to their own

friendship groups or people that they lived around or

near in, like, student accommodation.
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Q. It is for the tutors to make sure that everybody is in

a group, effectively?

A. Yes.

Q. We are talking about academic year 2019 to 2020, aren't

we, here?

A. Yes.

Q. So when VC was added to your group, had you seen him in

the labs or in the University very much or was that your

first introduction?

A. So I had seen him in some of the lectures when we shared

modules in the previous years and seen him in a few of

the compulsory labs within those modules, but I'd never

really interacted with him too much before the project

was started.

Q. What was the project?  What was the aim of it?

A. The aim of it was to provide a drone, like a manned

drone, for the aerospace department for a test platform

so that they could release objects that they required

testing to test the flight path of, like, from a height

using the drone that we would design.

Q. Understood.  Now, there were four of you -- five of you

in total in the group.  Did you have a way of

communicating in a group, set up a chat or anything like

that?

A. So myself and the three original members of the group,
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we had a Facebook Messenger group chat like before the

project was started because we were sort of a core

friendship group.  And after VC was added to the group,

we would generally talk to him through emails on the

University email system because he didn't, like, either

have Facebook or want to be added to the group.

Q. But you invited him on if he wanted to, did you?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you have that discussion?

A. Yes.

Q. But he didn't want that mode of group communication, but

he had emails so you could communicate?

A. Yes.

Q. You say you were supposed to meet in person at least

once every week; did you do that as a group?

A. Yes, so that was with our supervisor of the project, so

that was -- I think Ben Rothwell was his name.

Q. Did VC always come to those meetings?

A. Yes, he would be present in those.

Q. What was his participation like in those meetings?

A. Generally quite quiet and reserved.  Never really raised

any issues or responded to issues that were raised

during the meeting.  It was just sort of he would take

the notes that were relevant to him and take them away

and do them himself, but never really spoke too much in
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those meetings.

Q. But was following what was going on and when tasks were

allocated?

A. Yes.  So he would, like, individually go off and do his

tasks, but we would sometimes have to chase it up with

the work he was assigned and it would sometimes take him

a while to respond to us, which might be a bit

concerning with the timescales of the project.

Q. You say at paragraph 17:

"We tried to gee [VC] up and get the energy going

but he wasn't receptive to [that]."

What did you mean by that?

A. We just tried to get him a bit more involved in the

group.  Sort of try to provide a bit more input into the

meetings or when we were like going through different

designs, just trying to get his thoughts on things, but

yeah, we never really seem to like up his energy or

interest in the project much by us trying to include him

in the conversations.

Q. You say he gave the impression he was quite indifferent

to how the project was progressing and just wanted to

know what work he had to carry out.

A. Yes.  So he would -- he never really seemed too, like,

fussed about the marks we were going to be given or the

marks we would get back when the work was reviewed and
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he would only ever really be interested in the bits he

was doing, whereas other members of the group would,

like, ask how everyone else was getting on and see if

they needed any help on the bits that they were working

on.  But we never really got that from VC.

Q. You do say though:

"We never got to a conflict over the work because

[VC] would always pull through."

Do you mean pull through with his bit?

A. Yes, so it would be completed by the time that we needed

to submit the work.

Q. You say "the four of us would review VC's work" between

you and add a few bits of detail.  How did that work?

Did you discuss that with him and what was going on?

A. That was mostly because we were getting a lack of

communications from him in terms of the work he was

doing, and we would sometimes get reviews that his bit

of the work was a bit below the standard that we were

wanting to achieve.  So just as the four of us, we would

just go over anything that he had sent to us via email

just to double check any sort of calculations or

drawings that he would produce just to make sure that,

like, we would cast our eyes over it and agree --

Q. Would he know you were doing that, that was part of the

discussion?
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A. No.

Q. You say at paragraph 24 you did a lot of the drafting of

the report between the four of you and you let VC

continue on the stuff he had already been working on,

and he didn't usually join Teams calls between you, but

he did come to the ones every week, did he, the one with

the tutor?

A. Yes, so he would be in the in-person ones.

Q. Do you know if he liked doing the remote learning over

Teams or if that was an issue for him?

A. I'd never discussed that with him.

Q. You say he gave you the impression that he was quite

happy to remain more isolated from the group; could you

just expand upon that?

A. Yes, so he was just, again, like, the lack of

communication with the rest of the group and in

particular the thing that gave me the most insight on

that was that as a group we were discussing the four of

us needed to -- this was before the Covid lockdown -- we

were supposed to build the drone ourselves and, like,

manufacture it in the University labs.  When we were

discussing that as a group, we said that four of us

would go in to manufacture it and because of the

requirements of the drone we needed also someone to

programme the, like -- just the electronics within the
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drone so that it would fly correctly and as we intended.

When we said that the person that would programme,

like, wouldn't have to go in person and manufacture, VC

was quite quick to accept doing the programming.  So

that just gave me the insight that he was maybe a bit

more happy to be isolated from the rest of us.

Q. Did you ever see him with anyone else in university or

see him around?

A. Never really too much, it was just in lectures, I never

saw him outside of university.

Q. Did you go on nights out at university, did you ever see

him around and about?

A. I never saw him on a night out, no.

Q. Did you appreciate he was a little bit older than you,

or not?

A. Yes, I had, like, assumed he was a bit older, but we

never actually discussed his age.

Q. What about in the labs and around the University, did

you see him discussing things with other people aside

from you --

A. It was mostly just when it was needed, so in the labs

when you would have to be working in, like, set teams

that you were assigned, he would communicate within his

teams, but after that he was very much just back

isolated, like walking back to wherever he needed to go
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sort of on his own.

Q. Did you ever notice any signs of mental health problems?

A. Nothing was evident to me from the times I interacted

with him, no.

Q. Any aggressiveness or unusual behaviour?

A. No, he was always quite laid back in terms of our

interactions.

Q. You say in terms of: 

"I don't think I ever felt intimidated by him,

I just trusted him less with the work ..."

A. Yes, that was just because from, like, the reviews we

would get back, just like a few of the comments would be

based around his work or some lacking detail in his

work, so that was the reasoning behind that.

Q. You have seen -- we have seen various documents relating

to the group project and your supervisor setting you all

up.  Can we just go to a couple of documents.  One,

please, is UNIN0000209, it is an email from VC,

presumably, to the group.  

This is dated 25 November.  You said you could

communicate through emails, how many times would you get

an email?

A. Not very regularly.  It was mostly just whenever he

finished his work.  That's when we would get an update.

Q. So that's an email setting out his views on the aspect
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of the work he was doing.  Was that something that was

received with confidence?  Was that clear to you?

A. So, from what I can remember regarding this bit of work,

he had sort of made a change to what we had agreed

within the group because where we are referring to there

the 3.5kg mass of the components, I believe, as a group,

we had agreed that we had changed the requirements to be

5kg, but it seems that he was set on just doing the

calculations for 3.5 even though we had previously

agreed a change in that.

Q. Was there a reason for that, the preference for the 3.5?

A. I'm not sure.  I think it was just -- it was better if

we could meet that requirement, but as a group we'd sort

of decided it would be quite a restriction on the design

that we wanted to go for, so we had agreed it with the

supervisor to increase that weight threshold, the

calculations that VC did, he just took it on his own

initiative to change that back to the old requirement

that was set.

Q. Did you have to change it back again?  Did he have to

change it back to the 5 or did you stick with it --

A. So we didn't have time before the review.  So we had

an initial design review in person.  So we didn't have

time to change it before then.  So it was down to VC to

then talk through those calculations in person to make
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sure that -- because he was the one that knew the most

about those.

Q. And he did that?

A. Yes.

Q. If we can look at UNIN0001462.  There is a few of these

in the bundle.  I think we have about three:

"Peer assessment of contribution."

How does it work?  Everybody in the group has to

comment on each other's work or what?

A. Yes, so these were at the time confidential from the

rest of the group and it was just a review of how

everyone else contributed to the group and the person

that was doing it would put their name at the top and

give themselves a mark of 50.  That was sort of the

baseline for, like, they have contributed at the same

level as me to the project would be a score of 50.

Above that you thought they were really helpful in the

work and they provided more.  Lower was they needed a

bit more help with their work and they sort of slowed

the group down a bit.

Q. If we look at this 40-60, which is where VC is rated at

55 is: 

"Team member - well motivated, hard-working,

contributed to the overall success of the project".

A. Yes.  So that score would be based on the -- we did get
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the work that he needed to do.  So it was always on

time.  We might need to add a bit to it, which is why

the score was probably a bit sort of in the middle of

there because we didn't, like, completely trust the

work.

Q. We see UNIN0001504, page 1.  Another one of these.  The

same ranking.  I think the same on another one which

I do not need to take you to.  So your comment that he

seemed to pull through was what you were assessing him

as a peer at the time as a group by the looks of that?

A. Yes, so it was just a measure of how they helped the

project get through to completion and how much their

work actually contributed to, like, getting the highest

grade that we could.

Q. Yes, thank you.  That can go down.  So in that period,

2019-2020 in doing this work, you have described he

seemed isolated, did not say very much, didn't engage

with you on Facebook.  But overall you, at that stage,

weren't concerned he had any mental health problems and

weren't concerned that he was aggressive or violent?

A. No, not from the interactions I had.  I thought he was

quite an introverted person which was quite normal with

the range of people at university.  There was always

quite a range of personalities and that was, like,

a pretty normal one to what I had experienced in my
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previous years there.

Q. Was he keen to get his degree?  Did he appreciate the

importance of the marks in that project as you did?

A. I've never really spoken to him about his aspirations or

anything about that.  So I can only go off that he

didn't seem like the most interested in the project.

So, I wouldn't be entirely sure if he was like fully

motivated to the finish the degree to a high standard.

Q. Yes, thank you.  I have no further questions, Joel.

Chair?

THE CHAIR:  No, I have no questions.  Thank you, Joel, for

coming.

We are going to finish there now.  We are going to

start again on Monday, not tomorrow, at 10 o'clock.

Thank you.

(4.50 pm) 

(The Inquiry adjourned until 10.00 am on Monday, 

9 March 2026) 
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