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Thursday, 12 March 2026 

(10.00 am) 

Opening remarks 

THE CHAIR:  Yes, please sit down.  

Mr Blake, before we start this morning, there's one

or two things I want to say about the evidence today.

Firstly, Police Constable Speeden is ill and

therefore we've rescheduled him next week, so he won't

be attending this morning; it'll be next Wednesday

morning.

Secondly, about the evidence today, we have

Superintendent Allardice giving evidence this morning

about 999 calls, also footage on the day of

13 June 2023.  Now the public may be aware that there is

footage of the brutal attacks on Barney and Grace on

Ilkeston Road.  There is no footage of the attack on

Ian Coates.  But we will not be showing footage of the

attacks.

Counsel for the bereaved, the survivors, the CTI and

I have all seen the footage and I don't consider it's

necessary or in the public interest for the footage to

be shown in the Inquiry.  It's something that I will be

taking into account when I prepare my report.

Thirdly, there will be footage of VC driving the van

in the centre of Nottingham, but we'll also not be
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showing the impact of the van when it hit Wayne Birkett.

Again, counsel and I have seen this footage and, again,

I don't consider that it's necessary or in the public

interest or in Wayne Birkett's interest to show that

footage. 

All CPs have been notified in advance of the clips

and the footage in the 999 calls which will be played

today.  Now much of this is or may be very distressing

and there's absolutely no obligation to remain in the

room while this evidence is being given.  CPs have

alternative spaces, both in Mary Ward House and in

Nottingham, where they can, if they wish, view the

evidence more privately.

There's no obligation to stay in the room and you

may come and go as you wish.

Thank you, Mr Blake.

MR BLAKE:  Thank you, Chair.  Can I please call

Superintendent Simon Allardice.

SUPERINTENDENT SIMON ALLARDICE (affirmed) 

Questioned by MR BLAKE 

MR BLAKE:  Thank you, superintendent.  You should have in

front of you two witness statements, the first is dated

2 January 2026 with a URN of WITN0311001.  Can you

confirm that that statement is true to the best of your

knowledge and belief?
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A. Yes.

Q. There is a second witness statement dated 2 March 2026

with a URN of WITN0311002.  Can you confirm that that

second statement is true to the best of your knowledge

and belief?

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you.  Today we will be building a chronology of

events on the 12th and 13th June.  There may be

variations in some of the timings which we can address

in due course.  I also won't take you to every event or

every call, a much wider body of material will form the

body of evidence in due course.

You will also be asked further questions when you

return on 16 and 17 March and today is really a day of

setting the scene and going through factual events that

occurred on the day itself.

So we'll attempt, today, to address facts rather

than opinion.

A. Okay.

Q. Do you understand that?

A. I do.  Thank you.

Q. We're going to begin today by going to NGPF0010192, and

this a series of images that have been taken from CCTV

footage.  Can we please begin on page 2.  This is CCTV

footage from 12 June, starting at 8.15 pm at St Pancras
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Station; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. We can see there that VC makes his way to the upper

concourse of that station, and he has with him a large

new-looking Slazenger bag; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. In terms of his clothing, perhaps the most important for

today's purposes are those trainers we can see on the

picture on the right-hand side.  At this stage, black

trainers with white, and also a grey T-shirt; is that

correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you.  If we then move to page 3, can you tell us

what we see there?  Is this VC's arrival at Nottingham

Train Station?

A. Yes, exactly, yes.

Q. That's at 11.25 and the footage here is captured between

11.25 pm and 11.56; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. We can see also the picture, the second picture on the

right-hand side, we can see VC puts on a long-sleeved

black top, so he, at that stage, is now all in black,

except for the white on his trainers; is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you.  If we could then please go over to page 4.
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He's still in Nottingham Train Station.  We can see

there the second picture on the top on the right-hand

side, VC appears to be on his mobile phone at around

11.47; is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. In fact the Inquiry has separate evidence that at 11.52,

VC sent his brother a zip file of approximately 1,400

documents, many of which related to issues such as

surveillance and mind control; are you aware of that?

A. I'm not, no.

Q. If we could please then go on to page 5.  That's not

a very helpful slide.  We will continue, but if we

continue to have that particular issue, then we may just

break for a moment and replace the document.

There are images on this page from 11.56 that

concern VC's arrival at the tram station.  At page 6

over the page, please -- ah, no, this is definitely the

wrong document.  Chair, perhaps we could take

a five-minute break and we can arrange for the right

document to be on screen.  Thank you.

THE CHAIR:  Yes.  Yes, I'll rise for five minutes while we

sort that out.  Thank you.

(10.08 am) 

(A short break) 

(11.47 am) 
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THE CHAIR:  Yes, I'm sorry for the delay.  Sometimes the

technology doesn't always play ball.  It's very

important, obviously, that the right documents are in

the right order and they're the documents which the Core

Participants and I have seen.

So we can start now, Mr Blake, but I understand

there's no rush today, and even if we don't get to

Police Sergeant Reynolds or finish him this afternoon,

we have another alternative date.

MR BLAKE:  Absolutely.

THE CHAIR:  Thank you.

MR BLAKE:  Perhaps we could go back to NGPF0010192 and start

on page 4, please.

So we left off here that VC was at Nottingham Train

Station.  He could be seen in the middle top photo on

the telephone, and if we please then go over to page 5,

VC by this stage has reached the tram station and that's

the tram from Nottingham city centre to the Radford

area; is that correct?

A. Well, there are tram stops in the city centre itself.

This is actually at the train station where you can also

board the tram.

Q. Thank you.  If we go over the page, please, you can see

that the travel of the tram --

A. Yes.
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Q. -- and it's from the south of the city to effectively

the north west of the city; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you.  So we see at the top, it's the Radford area.

Can you assist us just by telling us, please, a little

bit more about the Radford area?

A. The Radford area is part of the urban area of

Nottingham.  It's quite a diverse area.  There are

some -- it's one of our more socially deprived areas.

Much of the housing there is long streets of terraced

housing, much of it two- and three-storey.  Many of

those have been converted to flats and HMOs.

Q. Thank you.  About two-thirds of the way up the page we

see a very large green area.  Is that the Forest

Recreation Ground?

A. Yes, it is.

Q. That's the second entry -- in fact the second entry from

the top.  It says just 17 past midnight on --

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you very much.  If we could go over the page then,

please -- the Forest recreation area will in due course

become relevant because it's to the far right of that

area where we see Seely Hirst House and the area

relevant to Ian Coates; is that right?

A. Yes, it's in the neighbouring area of Mapperley.
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Q. Thank you.  Over the page then to page 7, VC has left

the tram stop and makes his way to Gladstone Street.

A. Yes.

Q. We see in the bottom right-hand corner that's from

29 minutes past midnight to 1.17, VC can't be seen on

any CCTV footage; is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. So quite a significant period there where the police

haven't been able to establish VC's whereabouts.

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you.  Over the page then, please, to page 8,

there's a playground area we can see highlighted in

green, and at 1.23 VC is seen entering that playground

area which is on Chard Street.

A. Yes.

Q. We can see the picture of him entering the playground on

the left-hand side of the screen, or that's just before

he reaches the playground, and we can see that by this

stage VC doesn't have that large Slazenger bag and he

has now changed his shoes so they're all black; is that

correct?

A. Yes.

Q. He's in that area for some time, and we can see over the

page, page 9, he's emerged by 1.29, and makes his way

out on to Nottingham Road.
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A. Yes.

Q. So he spends around six minutes or so in that playground

area or thereabouts; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. Over, then, please, to page 10, we see VC by the

Sainsbury's cash machine, and the photograph on the

left-hand side we can see the route of travel from that

playground area on Chard Street over to the Sainsbury's

cashpoint; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. In fact it's highlighted in yellow on that picture on

the right-hand side and the same yellow square appears

on the left-hand side, near the top of that picture on

the left; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you.  Moving on, then, to page 11, VC has moved

down Nottingham Road to Rosetta Road, so although this

looks -- he's moving in fact in a south-easterly

direction at this stage, even though that's not all that

clear from this map; is that right?

A. Yes. 

Q. Can we please then turn to page 12, and this is VC's

travel down towards Ilkeston Road.  He goes through the

Radford -- through Radford down towards Ilkeston Road,

so ultimately heading south.
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A. Yes.

Q. Are you able to give us any indication, looking at the

timings here, the kind of pace that VC would have been

travelling, or even from your previous viewing of the

CCTV footage, is this just ordinary walking pace or

something else?

A. From the footage I have seen, ordinary walking pace.

Q. Thank you.  Over, please, then to page 13.  VC is moving

continuing south down Ilkeston Road, down to Ilkeston

Road and we can see that there is, in the image on the

right-hand side, a passage to the right of those trees

where it's believed VC was walking; is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. He has reached that area by 3.10 am, so looking over

what we've just been seeing, he's been walking for

somewhere in the region of two-and-a-half hours,

although there is that period where we don't know quite

where he is and whether he's walking or what he's doing?

A. Yes.

Q. If we could then turn over the page to page 14.  This is

again more detail of VC's route down to Ilkeston Road.

We can see on the left-hand side, bottom left-hand side,

VC walking down a passageway and that's the passageway

that we see on the right-hand side next to the -- on the

right-hand side by the cars and --
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A. Yes.

Q. -- in between the cars and the trees?

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you.  If we move on, then, to page 15.  By this

time VC has moved on to Middleton Street, he's turned

left onto Middleton Street, which is just a road off

Ilkeston Road.  Page 16, please.  We can see back on

Ilkeston Road, and remains essentially in the area of

Ilkeston Road around Middleton Street and Ilkeston Road;

is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. Page 17, we can again see him crossing the road back

into Middleton Street.

A. Yes.

Q. That's at 3.11.  Then page 18, please.

We can see on the right-hand side in the box on the

bottom right-hand side that there are no further

sightings of VC for the period 3.30 to 4.00 am.  So half

an hour where he's presumably in this general area but

you're not aware of quite where he is during that

period.

A. Yes.

Q. If we could then move on to page 19, VC is seen this

time another -- there's another alleyway by a tree; is

that correct?  This is a different alleyway.
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A. Yes.

Q. We can see there Hopedale Close and are you aware of

a passage that joins Hopedale Close and Ilkeston Road?

A. Yes.

Q. There's a large tree there, and the photo on the

right-hand side shows exactly where that passageway is

and that tree and that may become relevant in due

course.

A. Yes.

Q. So around 3.30 VC is back on Ilkeston Road?

A. Yes.

Q. If we could turn, then, to page 20, we have the

direction of travel of Barney and Grace during this

period walking down Ilkeston Road travelling from the

right of our screen to the left of our screen; is that

right?

A. Yes.

Q. If we could go over the page, please, to page 21, can

you assist us, having viewed some footage of all of

these events, were there many people walking around at

this time?

A. No.

Q. No?

A. No.

Q. We see here again on page 21 now, we have Grace and
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Barney moving from the right-hand side of our screen to

the left of the screen and there's a green boxed area

where the police believe VC was located; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. That's where the tree is next to that passageway.

A. Yes.

Q. If we could then please move on to page 22, this shows

an area where there is no CCTV coverage.  23, there's

some very poor quality CCTV which does show Barney and

Grace, and it shows VC following them, in accordance

with the police's analysis; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. Then 24, similar.

A. Yes.

Q. 25, some further areas where CCTV is located and has

been obtained by the police.  I think that image on the

right-hand side shows where there's a camera that can

see out on to the road slightly.

A. Yes.

Q. At page 26 and 27, again this is Grace and Barney

captured on CCTV with VC following.  If we could please

turn on, then, to page 28.  This shows an area where

dash-cam footage ultimately captured the attacks; is

that correct?

A. Yes.
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Q. The top right-hand side is the view from the dash-cam

footage.

A. Yes.

Q. There was also footage from a phone from a neighbour's

phone and that can be seen on page 30, their line of

sight and that's where the phone footage was taken from.

A. Yes.

Q. We don't need to go to the next few pages but between

4.00 am and 4.02 hours the attack is captured on those

videos.  Please, we can skip over -- we can bring that

document down, in fact, now.

4.00 to 4.02 it's captured on video.  Is it right to

say that VC's rucksack can also be seen and that is left

on the pavement during the attack?

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you.  I'm going to now play the first of the 999

calls, and the URN for that is NGPF0002220.

(Audio played) 

So we have there the first of the 999 calls and the

description of VC that is given is that it's somebody

wearing a hoodie --

A. Yes.

Q. -- and that the caller has filmed the incident.

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you.  We're going to play now the next 999 call
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and that's NGPF0002218.

(Audio played) 

I think we can stop that call now, thank you.

This call, we have a time of 4.03.  There's another

reference somewhere to 4.04.  It doesn't really matter,

but around the same time as that first call.

A. Yes.

Q. We now have a further description: all dressed in black

with a back bag.  There's reference also in this call to

the perpetrator going up Ilkeston Road towards the town.

A. Yes.

Q. There's reference to two victims, a male and a female?

A. Yes.

Q. We didn't hear it but at the end of the call he also

goes on to say there are a few places with CCTV.

I don't know if you recall that but it doesn't matter.

A. Okay.

Q. So we now have two different descriptions: one wearing

a hoodie and the other a more detailed description in

relation to the perpetrator.

A. Yes.

Q. Can we please go to NGPF0007971.  An Incident Log is

created, and we can see there on the left-hand side the

incident number, the top box, and this will become

relevant in due course, that this is given incident
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number 0065; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. It's referred to as "Stabbing outside Mario's Pizza".

A. Yes.

Q. I'm now going to move to an audio talk group, and this

is talk group 1199.  Can you assist us, we are going to

hear a lot about different talk groups, what is

a talk group?

A. So the county of Nottinghamshire is divided into six

different talk groups.  A talk group is essentially

a pre-defined area where the radio traffic will operate

on a channel.  The "channel" would be another good word

for a talk group.

So because the county of Nottinghamshire could be

too busy to manage on a single talk group with competing

demand, it's divided into six geographic talk groups,

with the addition of 1199 that you have just referred to

for our specialist resources that work across the whole

county.

Q. So something like the armed police would be on that

specialist talk group; is that correct?

A. Exactly, yes. 

Q. Can different talk groups listen to each other?

A. No, so the officers on a particular talk group can hear

other officers and the Control Room on that talk group.
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There are periods of the day, and it was the case at the

time of this incident, where we might patch talk groups

because demand would be low and staffing would reflect

demand.

Q. So that would combine two different talk groups?

A. Exactly that, yes.

Q. So if I was on say talk group six and somebody else was

on talk group seven --

A. Yes.

Q. -- you'd be able to hear what was said on both talk

group six and talk group seven?

A. Yes.

Q. We may come to it in due course or you may be able to

address it now, we've heard reference to talk group 7

and talk group 1199?

A. Yes.

Q. Then at another point we hear of a talk group 1177.  Can

you assist us?  On this evening, could those various

talk groups hear each other or not?

A. So, yeah, talk groups six and 7 at the time of the

incident were patched together, so those officers could

hear each other, talk group 1199, that was the

specialist resources, they could hear the other officers

on 1199, but on the same radio they wouldn't be able to

hear two talk groups at once unless the Control Room had
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intervened to patch the channels, which they can do on

occasion for an incident.

However, it would be a standing sort of operating

practice that an armed car, for example, that would have

two armed officers in, they would have a personal radio

which would be on at 1199 and quite often they would

have a car radio which would be tuned to a local talk

group.

Q. Thank you.  So it may be that when they're in the car

they may be able to hear both talk groups?

A. Yes, that would normal, yeah.

Q. Can we then go to NGPF0004714 and this is timed around

4.04, talk group 1199.

(Audio played) 

Q. Now, it's very difficult to hear that, my note certainly

says that there's reference to a stabbing, no

description given of the perpetrator at that stage; is

that right?

A. Yes.

Q. Then we hear at the end tasers authorised as

a contingency.  Can you assist us with who said that and

what that purpose would been?

A. Yeah, so that's the Force Incident Manager, Chief

Inspector Mather, the purpose of him saying that is

to -- well, authorise officers to attend in their
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capacity as taser officers so that they might be able to

deal with a heightened threat.

Q. You referred to Force Incident Manager?

A. Yes.

Q. Where is the Force Incident Manager based, and what is

their purpose?

A. They're based in the Police Control Room which is at

force headquarters.  Their purpose is to be the senior

officer on duty coordinating and overseeing all police

activity.

Q. Thank you.  Can we then turn to NGPF0007958, please, and

we have there another Incident Log.  This one, we can

see on the top left-hand side, is incident number 66 and

this is created at 4.05, so 1 minute later.

A. Yes.

Q. We can see on the log entries, the second entry at 4.07,

it says, "INC 65, please".  Can you assist us with what

that means?

A. That's an entry to send a message to the person creating

this incident to ask them to not continue to add detail

to this log, incident 66, and instead add the detail to

incident 65 which is already in existence.

Q. Thank you.  Essentially it's stopping this log rather

than combining it with incident 65; is that correct?

A. Yes, so the usual practice would be no further updates
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would be added to this log and the updates from this

caller would be added to incident 65.

Q. We can see there the incident description:

"Caller reports [one person has] ... been robbed

poss[ibly] been stabbed, one person lay on the floor and

another walking off.  Heard a scream and saw a female

and male lay down.  Offender wearing a hoodie.  Went

towards the city centre".

So that's likely the first call that we heard.

A. Yes, that's the first caller, yeah.

Q. Thank you.  Can we now please turn then to NGPF0007940.

This is a Contact Record.  So it's a further 999 call.

You've explained in your witness statement that some of

the 999 calls in respect of this matter haven't been

preserved; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. Very briefly can you explain why?

A. Yes, unfortunately that was due to a technical issue.

So when a call is received and handled by various IT

systems, one of the things that should happen is an

invite or packet is sent to a system called NICE, which

then links the metadata in then initiates a recording.

During this period, unfortunately there were a number of

incidents where the invitation wasn't sent, as such the

recording did not commence and the call could not be
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recovered.

Q. This is one of those instances.

A. Unfortunately so, yes.

Q. We have 4.05, and the summary of the call is:

"Before manor village student accommodation -- just

seen a white male laid in the middle of the road ...

didn't see anyone else in the area -- caller is a taxi

driver and had just dropped a fare off nearby ..."

Then gives his details and then there's reference to

the linked incident being 65, as we've seen.

A. Yes.

THE CHAIR:  Just before you move on, when you say that the

package would be sent to NICE and there would be an

invitation, is that -- and it wasn't done in that case,

is that a human error or a machine error?

A. It's a machine error, Ma'am.

THE CHAIR:  I might come back to that later, thank you.

MR BLAKE:  Could I then go back to the talk group.  This

time it's talk group 7, and it's NGPF0005089, and our

timing on this is 4.06, although, as I said at the

beginning, if there are any differences in the timings

and that they're relevant we'll address that in due

course.

A. Sure.

(Audio played) 
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Q. So the information that's provided over talk group 7 at

this stage --

A. Yes.

Q. -- is that the perpetrator is in a hoodie --

A. Yes.

Q. -- and going towards the city centre.

A. Yes.

Q. There's no mention in this message of "all dressed in

black" and that description that was provided on the

other call; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. Also no reference in this particular message to two

victims.

A. That's correct.

Q. We're going to now turn to another talk group, so that's

1199, the specialist officers, NGPF0004719.  Similar

kind of time, 4.06 is our note.

(Audio played) 

So a different description passed on on that talk

group, now describing "all dressed in black" with

a black bag.

A. Yes.

Q. But again no mention at this stage of two victims.

A. Yes.

Q. Sticking with that same talk group could we please
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listen to NGPF0004721.

(Audio played) 

The direction of travel of the perpetrator said to

be towards the city centre.

A. Yes.

Q. We're going to switch talk groups now and listen to talk

group 7, at 4.07.  That's NGPF0005090.

(Audio played) 

I believe that's PC Reynolds we can hear there; is

that right?

A. Yes. 

Q. He's offering to drive to the city centre -- from the

city centre, sorry, to Ilkeston Road --

A. Yes.

Q. -- to search for the suspect.

A. Yes.

Q. The description that's given to him on talk group 7 at

this stage is that VC is wearing a hoodie.

A. Yes.

Q. There are two further 999 calls, we won't go to them,

but just for the record it's NGPF0007584 and

NGPF0007585.

I'm now going to go back to the Incident Log 65, and

that is NGPF0007971.  If we could turn to page 3,

please.  We see an entry at 4.07, so it's the
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penultimate entry.  And it says "%% FIS"; can you assist

us with that, please?

A. So that would be Force Incident Sergeant, so the Force

Incident Manager that I mentioned earlier on is the

Inspector on the top desk or command team, as we

would call it, they would be supported by two sergeants

who performed the role of FIS, Force Incident Sergeant

and two police staff supervisors, albeit on a given day

all five might not be on duty, the minimum staffing

would be a chief inspector supported by one sergeant and

one manager.

Q. The reference there to FIS, does that mean that FIS has

entered this information, or is it for his attention?

A. It's from the FIS.

Q. Are you able to assist us with who that was on the

night?

A. I think there were two on duty, so Sergeant John

Straszewskyj, and Sergeant Gavin Berry, and I believe

this was Sergeant Gavin Berry.

Q. Were they in the Control Room or somewhere else?

A. They were in the Control Room co-located with Chief

Inspector Mather.

Q. It says: 

"This is a report of a stabbing.  Officers to attend

and activate [body-worn video] Obtain an account from
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the victim Secure accounts from witnesses Early CCTV

enquiries to be conducted Search to be conducted for any

weapon Locate and secure a scene if necessary Early obs

for potential offenders considering cross

contamination."

Who is this intended for, so far as you're aware?

A. It's to provided advice and guidance to the officers

responding and the dispatchers in the Control Room who

are coordinating that response and also the supervisors.

Q. How would that information be communicated to the

officers who attend?

A. It could either be relayed by the dispatch over the

radio or whilst attending they can access incident logs

on their mobile phones or on their laptops.

Q. We're going to listen again to a talk group; this is

1199, so the specialist officers, and that's

NGPF0004722.

(Audio played) 

Our note of this is 4.07 am.  Do we hear there

CI Mather --

A. Yes.

Q. -- reminding ARV officers to use body-worn video; is

that right?

A. Yes.

Q. Then PC Marshall responds asking for the direction of
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travel?

A. (unclear).

Q. Did you hear that?

A. I heard the comment.  I didn't hear clearly enough if

I could say it was PC Marshall.

Q. Thank you.  We then have another 999 call at 4.08, and

that's NGPF0002222.

(Audio played) 

So this a call from an off-duty police officer --

A. Yes.

Q. -- and he has said there's an incident somewhere in the

region of Derby Road.

A. Yes.

Q. Am I right to say that is to the south of Ilkeston Road,

a road that leads to the city centre?

A. It is a road that leads from Ilkeston Road to the city

centre.  I probably would have said it was to the east

rather than the south, but --

Q. It leads east towards the city centre.

A. Yes.

Q. But it's quite a major road.

A. It is.

Q. There's reference there to the cathedral.

A. Yes.

Q. So that is a cathedral that you would say is essentially
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the city centre.

A. On the edge of the city centre.

Q. Thank you.  To the east of Ilkeston Road?

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you.  If we could please bring up on to screen

NGPF0007945.  There's also reference to a tunnel near

Park Gate.  Can you assist us -- not looking at this

particular document, we may hear it in due course -- is

that also the same area?

A. It's very close by.  There's a sort of gated estate

called The Park which is an affluent area very close to

the city centre, and The Tunnel is one of the entrances

to that area of the city.

Q. Again, near the cathedral area.

A. Yes, very close, very close.

Q. Thank you.  This is the Incident Log for that particular

phone call and we can see there it is incident number

69.

A. Yes.

Q. So now we have two incidents: one 65 --

A. Yes.

Q. -- we're also given 66, but changed to 65 --

A. Yes.

Q. -- and 69.

A. Yes.
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Q. We see there:

"Off duty officer been woken up by female shouting

get off me get off me".

In fact, some of those beeps we heard are just

language rather than personal details.

A. Exactly, yes.

Q. Thank you.  Could we then go back to NGPF0010192,

page 35.  Thank you.  On the left-hand side -- we're now

at 4.08, so after or around the same time as that call,

that call was 4.08, as well.

A. Yes.

Q. We have there, on the left-hand side, the image of

Ilkeston Road.  The blue dot is where Barney is and the

pink dot is where Grace is found; is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. We can see there on the right-hand side that by that

time, 4.08, there are at least two police cars at the

scene?

A. Yes.

Q. We know that PC De'ath and PC Jackson provided first aid

to Barney; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you.  I'm going to bring again another talk group,

it's talk group 7 again, so we're back to talk group 7,

NGPF0005092, also our timing is 4.08.
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(Audio played) 

Thank you.  So we hear on this talk group that

a female has also been stabbed.

A. Yes.

Q. We heard earlier the 4.03 999 call which referred to

a male and a female.

A. Yes.

Q. Now, of course, allowing for discrepancies and timings,

it seems as though this is the first message over the

talk group where two victims are referred to; is that

right?

A. Yes, I believe so, although the 4.03 is the time at

which that call commenced --

Q. Yes.

A. -- and it lasted many minutes, yeah.

Q. Absolutely.  So it's approximately five minutes after

the very beginning of the first phone call.

A. Yes.

Q. Or thereabouts --

A. Yes.

Q. -- allowing for discrepancies within the minutes.

A. Yes, yeah.

Q. Thank you.  In fact, it's within the same minute as

police arriving, essentially.

A. Yes.
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Q. Could we please have NGPF0004724.  This is around 4.08.

(Audio played) 

Thank you.  So PC Speeden asks in that audio if

armed authority was being considered, and CI Mather

states that victims are the priority, initially; is that

right?

A. Yes, it sounded to me that PC Speeden said, "I take it

we're not considering armed authority," so slightly

different than asking the question; he seemed to

presenting his own perception to some extent.

Q. Thank you.  Perhaps we can replay it.  That's

NGPF0004724.

(Audio played) 

Does that assist you at all?  Does that make it any

clearer or not, insofar as PC Speeden's request?

A. Well, yes, I think what I'm hearing PC Speeden say is

"I take it we are not considering armed authority to

search for the offender" which -- that's what I think

I'm hearing, which I think is slightly different to what

you presented which was PC Speeden asking for an armed

authority.

Q. Thank you.  There is in that call a reference to the

second victim.  I think --

A. Yeah.

Q. -- this is the first reference on that particular talk

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

    31

group, 1199, to two victims; is that right?  If you're

not able to assist on that --

A. Yes, I'm sorry, I'm --

Q. That's fine.  Also at 4.08, dog handler PC Whysall

communicated that he was heading to the area.  We don't

need to bring that to the screen.  That's NGPF0004725.

We're going to hear a little bit about dog handlers.

Can you assist us: do they have the dogs in the back of

their cars or are they just people who are also dog

handlers?

A. Yeah, so they have their dogs in the back of their cars.

So the dog handlers in Nottinghamshire are full-time dog

handlers.  That is only the role they perform.  In the

main they would drive an estate car which would have

a specific police dog cage in the back where the dog

would sit, and the officers would drive the car, deploy

to the incidents and then consider whether or not they

needed to use the dog.

Some of our dog handlers would have two dogs, so

they'd have what's called a general purpose dog that

could do scent detection but also deal with aggressive

subjects, and also perhaps a specialist scent detection

dog who might have skills in respect of drugs, cash,

firearms and other specialisms.

Q. In general, would you say that the dog handlers who are
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attending this incident would be capable or assisted by

those dogs in the carrying out of a search?

A. Yes, absolutely.  I'd go a bit further than that and say

our dog handlers are our most equipped and well-trained

people to assist with the search.

Q. Thank you.  Paragraphs 163 to 165 of your witness

statement, we don't need to bring it up onto the screen,

you say that PS Elliot, PC Widdowson and PC Knowles

arrived at Ilkeston Road, that they assisted in various

ways with respect to first aid.

A. Yes.

Q. At 4.09, PC Skenderaj, is it?  Is that how you pronounce

the name?  I'm not sure.

A. I'm sorry, I can't assist.

Q. PC Bird also arrived, initially also providing first

aid; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. Also at 4.09, officers have provided an update on

Barney's injury, and a category 1 response from EMAS is

requested.

A. Yes.

Q. That's over talk group 7.  We don't need to bring it up,

but the reference is NGPF0005094.  Can you assist us

with the CAT1 response from EMAS?  We've heard the two

999 calls.
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A. Yes.

Q. Do they not directly link up with the emergency

services, ambulance services as well?

A. So when somebody calls 999, initially that call would be

handled by BT and that occurs at a national level, and

they would determine the person's location, which

emergency services they're requiring and connect them to

the appropriate emergency service, and indeed police

force.

In this case, the callers were connected to

Nottinghamshire Police and it would be ordinary practice

in my understanding that we would then contact the

ambulance service where we felt it was necessary, but

the ambulance service would not receive or be able to

listen to the calls which our call handlers were dealing

with.

Q. So at 4.09 where we have a category 1 response and EMAS

being requested --

A. Yes.

Q. -- that's an officer saying essentially, "Can we have an

emergency ambulance."

A. Exactly.

Q. Thank you.  Ordinarily, would a call handler also be

able to call for the emergency ambulance or is it left

to the officers attending at the scene?
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A. In an emergency, where it was evident at the time of the

call, usually a call handler would ask a colleague to do

that at the same time as then continue to take details

for the policing incident.

Q. Thank you.  Can we bring back talk group 7.  That's

NGPF0005096.  Also our timing on this is 4.09.

(Audio played) 

We have there PC Elliot requesting firearms support

for first aid.  Can you assist us with that, please?

A. Yes, so our firearms officers are trained to a higher

level of first aid, and they also carry additional

specialist equipment than response officers.  So it's

common practice for response colleagues to seek support

from armed colleagues where they're dealing with serious

injuries and an ambulance is not yet in attendance.

Q. Thank you.  By 4.10, PS Hallam and PC Graham have

arrived on the scene, and at 4.10 the Incident Log

records that PC Shaw (sic) had been informed.  Can you

assist us with what PC Shaw's role was that evening?

A. Can I refer to my statement?  I can't recall PC Shaw.

Q. You can.  It's paragraph 205 of your statement, if that

assists.

A. Thank you.  Oh, Inspector Shaw.

Q. Ah, sorry.  My apologies.

A. So Pete Shaw was what we call the RPI, response police
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inspector.  So there are two on -- or there were two on

in Nottinghamshire at that time, one for the city area,

one for the county area, and Pete Shaw was the response

inspector for the city area.

Q. What is the role of the response police inspector?

A. So the police rank structure is constable, sergeant and

inspector.  So sergeants would usually manage teams of

ten to 15 officers; inspectors might manage a team of

five to ten sergeants and the constables that fall

underneath them.

Their role is to provide a senior oversight and

guidance in responding to incidents and calls from the

public.

Q. What is their role vis à vis those in the Control Room?

A. Erm --

Q. How are they different to each other?

A. In terms of the supervisors in the Control Room?

Q. Yes.

A. So the sergeants and inspectors that work on area or in

our communities directly line manage the constables.

They are able to monitor the jobs from the station over

their computers or remotely via the laptop, or indeed

attend in person, and that's probably the key

difference, that the frontline supervisors can attend

incidents, as it was in this case, to provide on the
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ground specific direction and coordination of police

resources.  The Control Room do that remotely from

police headquarters.

Q. Do they generally, and we don't need to focus on this

particular incident, but in general, do they liaise,

then, with the Control Room in respect of management of

the operations on the ground?

A. Yes, it's not common practice for every single incident,

but certainly serious and complex incidents, that would

be common, yes.

Q. Thank you.  A minute later PC Clarke and

PC Brady-Johnson arrived on Ilkeston Road.  That's in

your statement at paragraphs 183 and 184, we don't need

to go to it.  Then we're going to go to talk group 1199,

that's a specialist officers, NGPF0004732, please, and

this is around 4.11.  

(Audio played) 

Q. Do we there hear PC Speeden communicating, is it with

the Force Incident Manager, Chief Inspector Mather?

A. I didn't hear Chief Inspector Mather on that

transmission, so I think PC Speeden is communicating

with the Control Room and he gets a reply from the

dispatcher, but the message he intends -- or he conveys,

is for the attention of the Force Incident Manager, and

indeed the reply confirms the incident manager is
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listening, but I didn't hear Chief Inspector Mather in

that interaction.

Q. Thank you.  In that message, PC Speeden is raising

concerns regarding the offender's whereabouts.

A. Yes.

Q. Around this period, a search was also taking place at

316 Ilkeston Road to ensure that there weren't any

victims inside the property; is that right?

A. No, that happened slightly later.

Q. Thank you.  If we could play, then, two further talk

groups, and that is NGPF0004736 and then straight after,

NGPF0004737.

(Audio played) 

This is talk group 1199, it's PC Crabtree and he's

asking where the suspect was heading towards, and is

told towards the city centre; is that right?

A. Apart from PC Crabtree is a female officer.

Q. Ah, thank you.

A. But yes, that is what she asks and that's what she's

told.

Q. Could we please return, then, to NGPF0007971, and

page 7.  At the bottom of that page we're now at 4.18,

and we see there "FIM - RPI is at scene.  Golden DI has

been briefed by Sierra 2."

Can you assist us with what that means.
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A. Yes, so "FIM" means it's a message from the FIM, so

I take it this has been put on by Chief Inspector

Mather.  RPI refers to Inspector Shaw, that we've

referenced, and his arrival at the Ilkeston Road.

"Golden DI" means that on a night shift, as this was, we

would have a nominated -- I think it was on duty at that

time, I think it's on call now -- detective inspector

who would be a senior investigator who could attend and

provide specialist oversight for investigations, and

what this is saying is that the detective inspector has

been briefed by Sierra 2.  Sierra 2 is a reference to

the FIS, force incident sergeant.  

So as I outline in my statement earlier on, the RIM

also known by the callsign Oscar 1; the sergeants are

know by the callsign Sierra 2.

Q. On this particular evening the Golden DI was DI Dowson.

A. Correct.

Q. Can you briefly outline the role of a Golden DI in

respect of the investigation?

A. Yes, so the golden element only refers to the person on

duty for the whole Force on a night shift, so that's not

a specific role or specialism; it just means DI Dowson

was the person on duty that night.  Her role as the

senior detective would be to be aware and oversee our

initial response to serious incidents from
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an investigative perspective, to ensure matters which

pertained to the onward investigation of that, and

ultimately seeking to achieve a criminal justice

outcome, bringing somebody to justice, identifying and

arresting an offender, is achieved through prompt,

effective actions at the scene.

Q. Thank you.  We're going to listen to talk group 1199

again.  Can we -- can I ask for two further messages to

be played: that's NGPF0004742, and NGPF0004743.

(Audio played) 

Thank you.  So that's around 4.19.  There's another

mention somewhere else of 4.20, so 4.19/4.20, those two

messages --

A. Yes.

Q. -- are over the talk group.  That's PC Marshall

providing an updated description --

A. Yes.

Q. -- and we have "all in black", fat build, going up

Ilkeston Road and turning left into the estate, and

there's reference there to Hopedale Close.

A. Yes.

Q. Perhaps we could bring up on to screen the very first

document that we went to, so that is NGPF0010192,

page 19.  We see there the green area is the tree area

where VC is believed to have been between 3.29 and 3.30,
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and there's an alleyway next to that, and Hopedale Close

is to the north of Ilkeston Road down that alleyway; is

that right?

A. Yes. 

Q. So in respect of that series of messages, am I right to

say that the suggestion is that VC may have been

travelling north?

A. Yes.

Q. Not in fact towards the city centre?

A. Yes.

Q. So compared to those previous messages, this is a new

direction that's provided?

A. Yes.  I -- to my understanding this is the first time we

received information that indicates he was not going

towards the city centre.

Q. Thank you.  If we could go back, then, to the incident

details.  That's NGPF0007971 and page 8.  At the bottom

of page 8, there's an entry in the Incident Log at 4.22:

"Suspect [5-foot nine, 5-foot ten], black male, fat,

all in black, hood up, knife placed inside a man bag."

There is a new description added there to the

Incident Log; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. Can we then please go back to NGPF0010192, and we're

going to look at where VC was around this time.

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

               The Nottingham Inquiry 12 March 2026

               Briault Reporting International - info@briaultreporting.com (10) Pages 37 - 40



    41

A. Yes. 

Q. We'll start, please, on page 36.

Thank you.  So we're now going back in time after

the attack.

A. Yes.

Q. We're at 4.02 is the approximate time, so the time shown

actually on the photograph is not correct.  The police

assessment is that it's around 4.02.

A. Yes.

Q. VC makes his way along Ilkeston Road towards Hopedale

Close and the rucksack can be seen in his hands.  So the

direction of travel as communicated over the radio that

we've just heard is, in fact, correct; is that right?

A. Yes, that was established through CCTV inquiries that

subsequently took place as part of the murder

investigation, is my understanding.

Q. Absolutely.  So the update in the communication with

PC Marshall that the perpetrator was going up Ilkeston

Road, turning left into the estate, and the reference

there to Hopedale Close, upon further post-incident

examination of CCTV we can see that that was in fact

correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you.  If we could turn, then, to page 37 and

perhaps we could zoom in on the left-hand side of the
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screen.  Thank you.  We can see VC's direction of

travel.  We see the area of the attack at the bottom in

yellow, and he's heading up north.  As we've

established, the city centre is, in fact, to the east --

A. Yes.

Q. -- and VC at this stage is heading north; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. And is heading in the broad direction of, in fact, where

we saw him earlier in the evening, the Chard Street

Nottingham Road area --

A. Yes.

Q. -- in broad terms?

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you.  Can we please play a further 999 call, and

that is NGPF0002224.

(Audio played) 

So this is a phone call at 4.10 and there's

reference to The Tunnel.  Is that the area we were

talking about earlier in respect of where the cathedral

is --

A. Yes.

Q. -- and it's to the east of Ilkeston Road --

A. Yes.

Q. -- at a period where VC, we know, was heading north?

A. Yes.
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Q. If we could perhaps go back to NGPF0010192, page 38.

THE CHAIR:  Mr Blake, any time that you think is

appropriate.

MR BLAKE:  Thank you very much.  Well, we'll just deal with

this page and then we can break.

THE CHAIR:  Yes, thank you.

MR BLAKE:  We can see here VC is travelling, he's turned now

eastwards, heading towards Brook Court; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. So we see going down Prospect Street, Player Street, and

at 4.15 he's at Brook Court.

Now, we've heard about Brook Court in relation to

previous incidents involving VC.  Are you able to assist

us, is that the same Brook Court?

A. I believe so, but I'd made that assumption having

observed some of the earlier evidence.

Q. Yes.  At the bottom right-hand side of the picture,

I don't think you can see the words there, but it says,

"The Student Lodge".

Thank you.  In fact, we'll just go to one more page,

page 39, before we break.

VC then travels down Thurman Street, then initially

heading north down Birkin Avenue, but he turns and heads

down Holland Street at 4.22; is that right?

A. Yes.
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Q. So that red line we can see is VC's direction of travel,

heading eastwards but well north of the city centre?

A. Yes.

MR BLAKE:  Thank you, Chair.

THE CHAIR:  Thank you.

Right, we'll start again at 2.00.  Thank you.

(1.00 am) 

(The Short Adjournment) 
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