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Monday, 16 March 2026 

(10.00 am) 

MR BLAKE:  Good morning, Chair.  Could I please call retired

Detective Inspector Pamela Dowson.

THE CHAIR:  Yes.

DETECTIVE INSPECTOR PAMELA DOWSON (retired) (affirmed) 

Questioned by MR BLAKE 

MR BLAKE:  You should have in front of you a witness

statement dated 14 February this year; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you.  It has a unique reference of WITN0404001.

Is that true to the best of your knowledge and belief?

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you.  You joined Nottinghamshire Police around

30 years ago --

A. Yes.

Q. -- is that right?

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Thank you.  If you could perhaps speak slightly closer

to the microphone and a little louder if at all

possible.

THE CHAIR:  If you try and speak between the two microphones

and then that will pick you up properly, thank you.

MR BLAKE:  Most of your career has been spent as

a detective.
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A. Yeah.

Q. Initially as a detective sergeant and then a detective

inspector; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. Briefly, can you outline the role of a detective

inspector, please?

A. Well, depending on where you're based, you have sort of

your day job, so to speak.  So it could be on CID, it

could be public protection, it could be other areas in

the serious organised crime, and then, in addition to

that, you do an on-call, and you're expected, whilst

you're on call, to deal with any serious incidents that

need the input of a detective inspector.

Q. We're going to hear from an inspector and you were

a detective inspector.

A. Yes.

Q. What are we to understand about the role of a detective

inspector, specifically?

A. So a detective inspector would look at serious crime

incidents and manage them to a point where they could

then -- so they'd deal with the initial management of

those incident if you're on an on-call basis.  If, for

example, you were working on CID or public protection

and something came in in the course of your duty that

fell into your remit, again, you would have primacy for
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that, and dealing with the initial management of that.

Q. We're going to be addressing a particular night, the

12th and 13th June.  Can you assist us, you were night

DI?

A. Yes.

Q. What does that typically involve?

A. So in that year, detective inspectors were on what we

call a cadre and we were put on to actual shifts, so it

wasn't on an on-call basis at that point.  So you would

work lates and you would work an actual night shift

where you were to attend a police station of your

choice, and work from 10 pm to 7 am, so you were aligned

with the uniformed inspectors.

Q. Would the replacement arrive at 7 am or was there

a handover period?

A. We had -- between the cadre we had a sort of an informal

handover that you would take the phone off the night CI

at 6 am, and in that hour, or less as the case may be,

you would do your handover.  So you'd give a verbal

handover as to what incidents of note had occurred, and

then I personally would always follow it up with

an email, and then it would then be handed over to

whichever DI had the primacy for that particular area.

Q. Thank you.  I'd like to understand where your role sits

alongside the Chief Inspector Mather and also
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Inspector Peter Shaw.  Can you assist us?

A. So mine would be management of a scene in an incident

like this.

Q. So you would be managing the scene?

A. Yes.

Q. Inspector Peter Shaw?

A. He would take initial management of the scene until

I got there, and then Chief Inspector Mather would,

because he's got oversight of all the resources in the

Force, would deal with, for example, searching for

suspects, or vehicles.

Q. Thank you.  At paragraph 14 of your witness statement

you've set out the Golden Hour principles.  Can you

briefly summarise for us what you understand the Golden

Hour principles to involve?

A. Yes.  They are about protecting, preserving or gathering

material that might otherwise be concealed, lost,

contaminated, destroyed in a scene.  It's so essential

and important to manage that scene with those factors in

mind.  And the idea of that is that you have then the

ability to identify potential witnesses, victims, secure

CCTV, or identify where CCTV is, house-to-house

enquiries, obviously keep the integrity of any forensic

issues within the scene, and make an assessment of that

sort of holistically.
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Q. What about the preservation of life?  Where does that

fit in?

A. Well, as police officers, the preservation of life is

fundamental, it's what we do.  So that would be

fundamental at that point, yeah.  That would take

precedent.

Q. In terms of the Golden Hour principles, you hear about

securing material --

A. Mm.

Q. -- minimising the amount of material that could be lost

in the investigation, maximising the chance of securing

material that might be admissible in court --

A. Mm-hm.

Q. -- and also do you understand the preservation of life

to be one of those major principles?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you understand that to include finding the

perpetrator so that they can't carry out more attacks,

or not?

A. I feel that that's not for me: the initial

consideration.  When I attend a scene.

Q. But in terms of your training as to what the Golden Hour

principles include, is your understanding that it would

include searching for a perpetrator?

A. No, from my understanding of the Golden Hour principles
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is scene management.

Q. When it comes to searching for a perpetrator on the

night of a significant incident, who do you consider

holds responsibility for that?

A. The Force Incident Manager.

Q. To the best of your knowledge is that set out in some

particular policy, particular training, or something

else?

A. I don't know.

Q. Moving on, then, to the night in question.  On the

evening of the 12th/morning of the 13 June, you were at

Oxclose Police Station; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. That's a large base towards the north of Nottingham?

A. Yeah, it's situated in Bestwood in Nottingham.

Q. You've said in your statement, there's no need to turn

to it, that you were informed by the Control Room at

about 4 am that morning; can you recall who you spoke to

in the Control Room?

A. I don't think it was the chief inspector, I think it was

one of the sergeants who called me.

Q. Would you have expected it to have been one of the

sergeants or the chief inspector?

A. Yeah, anyone that's on the top desk could call me about

an incident.

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

     7

Q. What can you tell us about the sense of urgency that was

conveyed or otherwise?

A. I didn't detect a sense of urgency, but obviously, for

them to call me, I -- it would be a serious incident.

But they're always quite calm, because they're trained

to deal with these things.

Q. Did you have any discussions at that point about

particular allocation of responsibility or particular

tasks that you were being asked to undertake?

A. No.

Q. Can you talk us through the factors that you might

consider in establishing whether you should attend in

person or not?

A. There are certain incidents that have been mandated,

that a DI would attend, and I've referred to them in my

statement.  So they would be things like this, so

incidents with knives, serious injury, a firearm

discharge, arsons, arsons with intent to danger life,

suspicious deaths, deaths in custody, child deaths.

Q. So would it be quite usual for you to attend an incident

such as this --

A. Yes.

Q. -- in person?  Thank you.  You said in your statement

you started to look at the incident look but were then

called by Inspector Shaw?
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A. Yes.

Q. I just want to take you first to the Incident Log and

that can be found at NGPF0005244 and perhaps we could

start at page 4.

We see there at 4.05 the entry from Inspector

Mather.  Is this something that you would have seen at

the time?

A. I don't recall reading this at the time.

Q. No?  Looking at it now, can you assist us?  There's

a section there on threat assessment and various entries

relating to low threats.  If you had read this at the

time, would you have understood this to be a situation

of low threat or would you have understood that that was

just a pro forma that's been copied and pasted, or

something else?

A. I wouldn't personally say that any incident where

there's been people being stabbed would automatically be

deemed as a low threat.

Q. Would?

A. Wouldn't.

Q. Would not?

A. I wouldn't have expected it to have been deemed as a low

threat, but, that said, I was -- I don't know if the FIM

is in possession of more information than, for example,

I would be, reading this.
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Q. So would you have taken this entry at face value, or, in

your experience, is this something that's routinely

copied and pasted?

A. They do put these threat assessments on and, in all

honesty, I would rather attend the scene and see for

myself.

Q. But in your experience do you often see a threat

assessment that's low when in actual fact it's higher

and it's simply been copied and pasted, or is this

something unusual?

A. I don't recall paying much attention to the threat

assessments on the Incident Logs to be honest.

Q. At all, throughout your career?

A. No.

Q. Can you assist us: what do you recall of the

conversation that you had with the Inspector Shaw at

that stage?

A. So Inspector Shaw rang me and he said to me "Are you

aware of this incident?"  And I said, "Yes, I've

literally just pulled the Incident Log up."

So that will account for why I've probably not read

this, because I'd only just started to read, like, what

was written at the top around the nature of the call

when Inspector Shaw called me.  And he said, "Oh well,

I'm here".  I said, "Are you okay?"  And he said, "It's
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really bad," and I said, "Okay, I'll come to it."

And then we had a very brief discussion about which

end of Ilkeston Road it was, because obviously I was

going to travel from Oxclose Lane, and once I'd

established which end of Ilkeston Road or which was my

quickest way to get to where they were, I said, "Oh I'll

see you there," and I asked him if he'd start tasking

house-to-house and scoping for any Ring doorbell CCTV

footage.

Q. What was the purpose of that request?

A. What, for the house-to-house you mean?

Q. Yes.

A. To -- well, to identify any potential witnesses and to

see if anybody did have any Ring Doorbell footage which

is quite common these days, and any CCTV on outside of

houses or businesses that might have been open at that

time.

Q. Is the purpose of making that request to assist with a

search or for subsequent criminal investigation, or

something else?

A. For me it's always in my mind that this is for the

investigation.

Q. So towards the ultimate criminal prosecution rather than

to find the perpetrator?

A. No, it's to identify the perpetrator but essentially
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yes, for the integrity of the investigation.

Q. Why would you be asking Inspector Shaw to carry that out

when effectively you're the same rank?

A. I wasn't asking him to carry it out, I was asking him to

ask his staff to start doing that whilst I was

travelling.

Q. Can you assist us with, in terms of division of

responsibility between yourself and Inspector Shaw, why

it is that he wouldn't already be doing that?

A. Well, he may have been, but obviously just in case he

hadn't started it, it's just something that I would

always request to start when I'm travelling --

(overspeaking) --

Q. Is that in your role as a detective Inspector --

A. Yes.

Q. -- rather than his role, which is as an inspector?

A. Well, it's just something I've always done as

a detective inspector, yes, to make sure that it's done.

Q. What would you have expected him to have been doing at

that point in time?

A. I would have expected him to allocate a couple of staff

to do it.

Q. In terms of his own responsibilities, what would you

have expected Inspector Shaw to have been doing at that

particular time?
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A. To put a scene on, and get it locked down as soon as

possible.

Q. So scene preservation.

A. Yeah.

Q. Anything else in particular?

A. Well, obviously assist with preservation of life and

assisting with the victims, definitely.

Q. So immediate response to the situation.

A. Yes, yes.

Q. Who do you understand at this point in time to have been

responsible for searching for the perpetrator?

A. Again, I would say the Force Incident Manager.

Q. Thank you.  Can I bring on to screen paragraph 70 of

your witness statement, it's page 15.

It's exactly as you've just said, paragraph 70,

halfway through that paragraph you say:

"As my role was to apply fast track actions at the

scene, I considered the task for the coordination of the

search was that of the FCR Chief Inspector, who was Dave

Mather at the time, as he had control of all available

resources on the night."

Would it, in your view, have been possible for

somebody present at the scene to have coordinated the

search?  Possible or practical.

A. No.
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Q. Why not?

A. Because he has the -- the chief inspector has the

oversight of all available resources.  Somebody at the

scene wouldn't have that.

Q. Have you personally spent any time in the Control Room?

A. When we first were placed on to the cadre and the shift

pattern where we had to physically be at work, the chief

at the time did say he would like us based in the Force

Control Room, and I did used to go and do my night

shifts in the Force Control Room but then when Covid

happened obviously we came away from that, and then

after that you could choose whether you went to the

Control Room or not.

Q. We've heard about various roles within that Control

Room, and one of them is dispatchers.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Would you have expected the dispatchers themselves to

have coordinated the search, or is that the role of the

chief inspector or somebody else?

A. I don't have any real knowledge about the dispatchers'

remit is, in all honesty.

Q. As a detective inspector, would you have expected the

dispatchers to themselves coordinate a search or would

you expect that had is the role of a chief inspector?

A. I would say the chief inspector.
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Q. Thank you.  If we stick with this statement on screen,

please, and if we can look at paragraph 72.  Over the

page, please.  You've said there: 

"I am unsure as to where the resources were

directed.  I received no communication regarding the

search for the suspect or asked for advice.  I would

have expected, on a double homicide, for the support of

a Police Search Advisor ... but I have no knowledge of

what was in place."

What is a police search advisor?

A. They, from a DI point of view, I would ask for a PoLSA

to assist with, after an incident, searching for

weapons, for example, that may have been discarded.

I've also had dealings with PoLSAs when we're overseeing

high risk missing people, they coordinate the search for

those by using, I believe, a database that gives sort of

parameters of where they may locate that missing person.

Q. Do you know what rank they generally hold?

A. Sergeant, to my knowledge.

Q. Are they, in your experience, commonly used in these

kinds of incidents?

A. Searching for suspects?

Q. Yes, in say respect of a double homicide.

A. I mean, I would have asked for a PoLSA to assist if

I was in charge of that.
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Q. Whose responsibility, in your view, on that night, would

it have been to ask for a police search advisor?

A. Well, again, the FIM would have known which PoLSAs were

available.  My understanding is they are on-call.

Q. So far as you are aware on that evening, was there one

assisting, or not?

A. I don't know.

Q. Thank you.  Did you question it at the time, as to

whether there was or wasn't one?

A. No, because I was dealing with the scene management.

Q. Were you expecting, or would you have expected one,

therefore, to have been assisting with the search for

the perpetrator?

A. I -- like I say, I think it would have been good to seek

some advice from a PoLSA.

Q. When you attended the scene, there are quite a few

officers; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. Yes, and so you had an inspector?

A. Yeah.

Q. Detective inspector, yourself?

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Police sergeant?

A. Mm-hm.

Q. I think by 5 am there were, say, 12 police constables at
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least?

A. Mm.

Q. So far as you can recall, did anyone question whether

some of those officers may be reallocated to search

functions?

A. I'm not aware.

Q. We've heard that Inspector Shaw was at the scene as

well?

A. Yeah.

Q. To what extent, in your view, did that impact on some

sort of lack of strategic overview?

A. At the time, I didn't think of it in that term of him

lacking any strategic overview.  He was there, and very

helpful to me.

Q. On reflection now, knowing what you know, do you think

that his presence at the scene, rather than being back

at the station or perhaps being in the Control Room or

somewhere else, may have assisted with that overall

search function?

A. I couldn't say.

Q. We've heard from Inspector Mather that one of his

working theories, his main working theory, was that it

was a robbery that had gone wrong?

A. Mm-hm.

Q. What was yours?
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A. My initial thought -- I had two initial thoughts of

domestic related or had there been some kind of

altercation in the city and somebody had followed them.

Q. Was his view about a robbery gone wrong communicated to

you?

A. No.

Q. When you became aware that, for example, the victims'

wallets and personal possessions were still at the

scene, did you think about whether it was unlikely to

have been a robbery?

A. The robbery aspect didn't enter my head.

Q. So one of the things that you thought was that maybe

somebody followed them to attack them specifically or

a random attack, or what?

A. Like I said, I thought it was either domestic related,

or that they could have had an altercation with somebody

in the city who had followed them.

Q. Moving on from the initial incident, we know that VC had

attacked Ian Coates by 5.15 am; by 5.23, he had hit

Wayne Birkett; by 5.29 he had hit Sharon Miller and

Marcin Gawronski.  Were you aware of a link between

those incidents at the time?

A. No.

Q. When did you first become aware of the link between

those incidents?
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A. I -- in relation to the incident on Milton Street,

I only was informed that that had been linked to the

Ilkeston Road incident once they had arrested and

detained the suspect.

Q. Would you have expected to have been involved in some

sort of discussion earlier?

A. Yes.

Q. Who would you have expected to have informed you of

that?

A. Anybody from the top desk.

Q. So anybody from the Control Room?

A. Top desk, yeah.

Q. Top desk, and who might that include?

A. As far as I'm aware, there is a chief inspector, two

sergeants and a civilian Control Room manager who will

sit on the top desk.

Q. By 5.30, 5.31, Operation Plato had been declared.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Were you informed about that?

A. No.

Q. Again, who would you have expected to have told you

about that?

A. Top desk.

Q. Would you have expected to find out at the time or some

time later?
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A. At the time.

Q. Looking back at everything we've just discussed, to what

extent do you consider DI Mather to have failed to

properly communicate with you?

A. (Pause)  Erm, erm, throughout, all the time I was at the

scene.  I felt I wasn't updated sufficiently by anybody

at the top desk.

Q. Did you feel that at the very time or is that on

reflection?

A. No, at the time.  Well, as soon as I was informed,

predominantly by Inspector Shaw, "Oh this has happened"

or "They've done this, they've linked this," at the time

I was frustrated.

Q. Thank you.  I'd like to move on to a separate topic, and

that's forensics and arrest strategy.  Can we please put

on screen NGPF0003113, please, and if we could look

at page 35.  We see there the second entry at 5.42, it

says:

"NR14 -- before male taken to custody -- contact

DI Dowson for forensic opportunities".

What did you understand by that message?

A. That they wanted me to give some instruction as to what

kind of samples, swabs, that needed to be taken from the

suspect when he was booked in.

Q. I think you've mentioned something called an arrest
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strategy.  Is that an arrest strategy or that something

else?

A. No, this is post-arrest, and an arrest strategy is

something that you would formulate when you know they're

going to arrest somebody.

Q. What does an arrest strategy typically involve?

A. So, for example, it would be make sure that whoever's

going to arrest hasn't been at the scene or had any

dealings with victims, to put their body-worn on to make

sure that they capture any reply after caution.  It

would include what I wanted them arresting for, and also

to capture what they were wearing, their demeanour, and

whatever they had with them to be either seized or, if

it was in another scene, left in situ, but again, filmed

where -- exactly where it is.

Q. So are those addressing things like contamination and

preparing for the eventual prosecution?

A. Yes.

Q. Were you contacted in relation to that strategy?

A. No.

Q. Would you have expected to have been contacted in

relation to that strategy?

A. Yes.

Q. Can you assist us with what time your shift ended on

that particular evening?
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A. I went to Radford Road for the briefing.  I think I left

Radford Road around 11.30, quarter to 12.

Q. So in fact you actually considered considerably beyond

your normal shift?

A. Yeah, yeah.

Q. I won't take you to it but we have a video of VC being

unloaded in custody.  For the transcript, it's in

NGPF0007778R, but I don't think we need to go to it

today.  It's around 6.17 in the morning and there's

reference over the radio to communication from

a homicide DI.  Would that have been you or would that

have been somebody else by that stage, so 6.17?

A. I spoke to a female officer who was -- who had him in

the van at custody.  I'm not aware of any other DI

talking to that female officer.

Q. So would you have been referred to as a homicide DI?

A. It may well be, yes.

Q. Can you assist us with what you said to her?

A. She told me that she'd been told to contact me, which

I think is what you were alluding to on the Incident

Log, and asked me what I wanted doing and she said "He's

being very aggressive," and I said, "If he's being

really aggressive then we don't do anything other than

we put him in a dry cell".

And obviously in the back of my mind, I'd already
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spoken to the CSI manager so I knew that there would be

a plan formulated by the CSIM in relation to having

a CSI attend him as a scene and in cell.

Q. So that again is about essentially scene preservation --

A. Yeah. 

Q. -- and subject potential prosecution.

A. Yes.

Q. In terms of forensic examination for things like testing

for drugs or testing for alcohol, who would you expect

to have made those decisions?

A. The custody sergeant on the responses given to the

questions when they're booked in.

Q. If I could bring on to screen paragraph 78 of your

statement, it's page 17.  Thank you.  It's the second

half of that paragraph.  You say:

"I therefore did not advise on drugs or alcohol.  I

consider the person responsible for this task to be the

FCR Chief Inspector (Dave Mather in this instance),

whoever directed the arrest, or possibly the Custody

Sergeant as part of the booking-in process."

Can you just talk us through why you consider it to

have been the responsibility of one of those three?

A. In respect of the chief inspector who obviously directed

the arrest, again as part of the arrest strategy if, for

example, somebody on arrest was found in possession of
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a controlled substance, then that would be

a consideration, and like I've said, in relation to the

custody sergeant they have questions that they ask

people around alcohol and drugs when they're booking

them in, and again, they can then make a decision based

on those answers.

Q. To what extent, if any, do you consider it to be the

role of a detective inspector in relation to drugs and

alcohol testing?

A. I think if I'd have been informed or if a DI was

informed on arrest that somebody had drugs on them, you

could say "Can we please have them drug tested?"  Yeah,

that's my view.

Q. In terms of the arrest strategy that we spoke about just

before, is that part of the arrest strategy, or is that

something else?

A. It could form part of the arrest strategy, yes.

Q. If you had been called to give an arrest strategy, do

you think it's likely or unlikely that that would have

been something that you would have given advice on?

A. It might have been something that I would give advice on

if they informed me, because obviously I would give them

advice to do a cursory search, which is what they should

do anyway before putting somebody in a different police

vehicle and transporting them.  So for me, I would, if
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I'd been informed of they had some drugs on them, then

yes, I would have mentioned it.

Q. But if they hadn't had drugs on them, that's not

something you would typically advise on?

A. No.

Q. Could we please bring up on screen NGPF0010381.  What is

this document?

A. That's the front page of my day book.

Q. Is that something that you completed throughout the

evening?

A. I made notes in it whilst I was at the scene, yes.

Q. Can we please turn to page 4.  There's about halfway

down of the page, I think it says, "Get van forensically

recovered" --

A. Yes.

Q. -- "full lift".  Would you have written this at the

time, approximately?  Are you able to assist us?

I think we can see near the top of the page there's

a reference, for example, to 5.35 am, was it around that

kind of a period when you would have written this?

A. I think so, yes.

Q. At paragraph 62 of your witness statement, you say you

recall that you: 

"... asked Pete to contact FCR regarding [the

van] -- having the van forensically recovered."
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A. Mm-hm.

Q. "His response ... was that the van was to remain

in situ".  

You contacted DI Claire Gibson and informed her of

this.  She agreed the van was to be recovered

forensically, but the request was rejected by FCR with

no explanation to myself."

Can you assist us with the difference between a full

lift and what actually happened?  You've referred there

to a full lift; what is the issue here?

A. I'm sorry, I don't understand.

Q. Well, you've said that there was an agreement for the

van to be recovered forensically --

A. Yeah.

Q. -- but it was rejected without any explanation?

A. Yeah.

Q. What do you mean by that?

A. We were told no, and I don't understand -- I didn't

understand at that time why that was.

Q. What is the difference between the different processes,

then?

A. Because if you forensically recover the van, it will go

to a bay, a forensic bay, and then the CSIs can attend

there and do what they need to do in that forensic bay

without it being sort of out on the street and also --
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and I appreciate this day was particularly hot -- but in

our minds we were always thinking if the weather

changes, you need -- ideally you would want a vehicle to

be under cover.  And again, it's just something that we

always asked for with vehicles: that they're

forensically recovered.

Q. We have a video of the Force Control Room, again,

I don't think there's a need to bring it up onto screen

this morning.  For the record, it's NGPF0008562R.  We

can hear there CI Mather and Detective Inspector Neil

Humphries discussing the issue.  It appears to have been

brought to their attention by DI Rich Shaw and they

seemed to raise concerns about whether VC had thrown

something out of the window, discarded something.  So

they used the term "put a scene on" rather than, I think

"forensically left the vehicle".  Do you understand the

difference between those two and what is your view on

that?

A. Well, again, I wasn't told that information.  I don't

know where that had come from.  I didn't know, I, mean

yes, obvious -- but then if they're saying that

something's been thrown out of the vehicle, then the

scene would have been -- that should have been

incorporated in the scene on the street, if you see what

I mean.  Not necessarily the vehicle.
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Q. So is it still your view that there should have been

a full lift of the vehicle?

A. Yes.

Q. Why do you think it was that you weren't told?

A. I don't know.

Q. Could we please go back to NGPF0010381.  In fact I think

that's the same document but just over -- if we could

have a look at the bottom half of this page.  Thank you.

Set out there is a suspect strategy.  Perhaps you

could read that for me.

A. Yes, so this was obviously just before I rang the female

officer, I made some notes.  So I was obviously thinking

dry cell, hand swabs to be taken, nail clippings and

scrapings, full body map of him, jewellery, because

sometimes when people wear rings obviously blood gets

caught underneath, clothing, again for blood; block

phone calls, and swabs of his hands or anywhere else

where we can see blood on him.

Q. What is a dry cell?

A. It's one where they can't -- where there's no toilet or

sink so they have to ask if they want to go to the

toilet.

Q. What's the purpose behind that?

A. Because otherwise they could put their hands in the

toilet basin and wash things off.
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Q. Clippings, scrapings, what would be the purpose of

obtaining those?

A. To get any blood or DNA from under the nails.

Q. Ordinarily, if someone were concerned about drug use or

alcohol use, testing for hair, testing for saliva,

testing for blood, is that something that would be in

that suspect strategy or would you find it elsewhere?

A. It wouldn't be in my immediate suspect strategy because,

like I say, it does depend on what answers they give

when they're booked into custody.

Q. But if they had given some answers that indicated

potential drug use, or if observations by those who were

present in the custody suite, how does that get added to

this list?  Or is it in some other list?

A. Um --

Q. Is this list purely focused on --

A. This --

Q. -- one particular issue, which is the forensics from the

scene, rather than drug testing, or might it appear in

a list such as this?

A. For me, this was based on, again, from the scene; scene

preservation.

Q. At no point had you seen VC?

A. No.

Q. Could we please bring on to screen NGPF0007688, and over
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to page 2.  This is an "Operation Hendrix debrief

report".  Do you recall being part of any debrief?

A. I recall we were sent out something on our intranet and

it was a form you could fill in electronically, and it

went back to whoever sent it out.

Q. If we could have a look at page 10, please.  There's

a section there on the "Initial incident response", it

says:

"The initial incident response captures the feedback

from attending officers from Rota 4 across Local

Policing, Contact Management and Operational Support

during the golden hour period of the three principal

incidents."

There's a section at the bottom on "Areas for

improvement" and, over the page, the third bullet point

over the page, we can see:

"Initial fast track forensic strategies were not

communicated between FCR and Golden DI."

Do you know what that might relate to?

A. I, when I filled my feedback in for the debrief,

criticised the fact that I'd felt I was the senior

detective on at night and I wasn't kept up to date or

informed of ongoing incidents, linked incidents, yeah.

Q. Thank you.  I'd like to move on to a different topic,

and that is others is notification of the universities
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and also notification of the families.  You've addressed

this at paragraph 43 of your statement at page 10.

Perhaps we can look at that.  This is the -- starting

with the University.  You spoke to the doctor at the

scene.

A. Yeah.

Q. He thought they were students from the University of

Nottingham and you've said that you exchanged numbers

and he said he would call you, but you didn't hear back

from him.

A. Mm.

Q. Did you have any contact details for the University?

A. No.

Q. Who would you have expected to have had contact details

for the University?

A. The Control Room.

Q. Whose job, in your view, would it have been to make that

kind of enquiry with the University?

A. Somebody in the Control Room to, yeah, make contact with

the universities and establish next of kin details.

Q. Perhaps we could turn to NGPF0005244.  This is the

Incident Log, and we can look at page 17.  So this is

4.43 and it says:

"OFZ4 - Victims maybe students, pls contact the

universities".
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Those are armed officers, that's PC Hallam and

PC Graham, and they've by this stage viewed the footage

of the attacks and they've also found Grace's ID.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Who would you have expected that to have taken forward?

A. Somebody in the Control Room.

Q. And that is prior to your discussion with the doctor on

the scene, isn't it?

A. Yes.  

Q. I'd like to take you now to paragraph 82 of your witness

statement page 17, please.

Thank you.  At the bottom of that page and over to

the next page you say:

"... on arrival at Radford Road Police Station and

meeting with Detective Superintendent Lee Sanders, I did

inform him almost immediately that I felt we should

inform the families of the victims as soon as possible.

I stated that I was concerned that, due to the student

premises on the road things may go out onto social

media, which the Police have no control over.  He stated

he would be allocating Family Liaison Officers ...

I recall saying to him that if it was one of my children

I would want to know as soon as possible.  He state he

would have ... [family liaison officers] and every

detective on this case."
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Was DS Sanders the Senior Investigating Officer at

that stage of the --

A. Yes. 

Q. Why did you see it as important that the families should

be informed as soon as possible?

A. When I made the comment about if it was one of my

children, I was saying it as a mum, because I would want

to know as soon as possible, but that would then likely

mean somebody contacting me over the phone, but I, as

a mum, would want to know as soon as possible.

Q. Perhaps I could take you to the major Crime

Investigation Manual, that can be found at NGPF0008898.

Is this a policy that you're familiar with?

A. No.

Q. If we turn over to page 1, I can show you that it sets

out its purpose.  In the preface it says, on the second

paragraph: 

"Murder has a devastating impact on the victim's

bereaved family and friends, it affects communities and

the wider public.  The police have an important role to

prevent homicides, but when such crimes are committed,

to engage with bereaved families, investigate and bring

those responsible to justice."

It refers to the Stephen Lawrence investigation and

it says: 

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

               The Nottingham Inquiry 16 March 2026

               Briault Reporting International - info@briaultreporting.com (8) Pages 29 - 32



    33

"It was written by a group of experienced Senior

Investigating Officers in conjunction with experts, to

document good practice and provide a reference manual

for other [Senior Investigating Officers]."

Could we turn, please, to page 26.  Actually, over

to page 27.  There's reference there to identifying

victims.  If we scroll down, please, thank you.  We see

there a reference to "Arrest strategy", and then:

"The SIO and the initial response."

It says: 

"Each force will have it own arrangements for

calling [Senior Investigators Officers], and

out-of-hours cover arrangements, however the SIO will

usually be called following a situation report from the

first response."

Over the page if we scroll down, thank you, it says: 

"On taking command, the [Senior Investigating

Officers] should, as a priority ..."

And it sets out a number of things that the SIO

should do.  The third from bottom in that list states: 

"Ensure that the victim's family have been notified

and allocate a family liaison officer ..."

In your view, are those two separate tasks:

notification of the family and allocating a family

liaison officer?
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A. Yes, predominantly, yes.

Q. We saw in the log that physical IDs had been found at

around 4.20 in the morning?

A. Yes.

Q. Who, in your view, should have been taking forward the

contacting of the families, and when?

A. Right.  So just to give you some context around that,

first and foremost, we need to be absolutely certain

that the next of kin details we have are correct.  I'm

going to assume that nobody was at the University at

that hour, but for me, that's one of the most

fundamental things we must do: check that those next of

kin details are correct.

Then there's the balance between if it's -- if the

family live in a different force area, you're then

relying on the term we would use is "a foreign force" to

go and deliver that message to the families, which is

always really, really difficult, because you're telling

parents ... sorry ... the worst news that they're ever

going to hear, and it's always difficult trying to

balance that, because if you send somebody from

a foreign force, the chances are it's going to be an

inexperienced uniformed officer who's not trained, or

maybe even experienced to deliver that message.  And

also, you have no control over when they're going to
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deliver that message because you don't know their

demand.

So I think, Superintendent Sanders, to be fair to

him, is trying to send the most trained, best possible

person, by saying he wanted to use family liaison

officers, because that would be the best possible person

in these circumstances, and it would mean that then, if

there was other questions, the family liaison officers

would have had some direction and briefing from

Mr Sanders.

So it's one of the most difficult decisions.  It

really is a difficult decision to make.

Q. In terms of recommendations for the future, living in an

age of social media where messages can spread quickly,

do you have any suggestions about how the process could

be improved?

A. I don't, in all honesty, because family liaison officers

do that job in addition to their day job, if you like,

and it's -- I am a family liaison -- or was a family

liaison advisor, so you're, you know, you're ringing

people and you can sort of work your way down a list

trying to get hold of people, trying to get people who

have capacity to do that.

So no, I can't think of a way that we could get

around that in all honesty, unless you had sort of
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permanently deployable family liaison officers who that

was their only role.  That would be one suggestion, I

suppose.

Q. Thank you.  I only have one final topic and it's not

a particularly long topic.  Would you like to take

a five-minute break before we go on to that topic or are

you happy to go on?

A. No, I'm happy.

Q. The final topic is about communication and you've set it

out in your witness statement.  You took a mobile phone

with you to the scene; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. You had a police radio, I think, in your bag --

A. Yeah.

Q. -- but it hadn't been charged.

A. No, I didn't get a battery for it.

Q. It didn't have a battery.  You took 20 minutes between

the station and the scene --

A. Yes.

Q. -- because it's quite far away.  I don't think you were

travelling with blue lights or anything like that.

A. No.

Q. So I think you've said you were keeping to the speed

limit.

A. Mm-hm.
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Q. What were you doing during that 20 minutes when you were

in the car?  Because, I mean, it may seem obvious, but

if you had a radio with you, you obviously would have

been updated as to developments over that 20 minutes.

Are we to understand during that 20-minute period,

you're essentially out of contact with what was going

on on the ground?

A. Yes.

Q. If we could turn, please, to NGPF0010379.  Now I'm not

sure that this is in fact the right document but you can

assist us and tell us if it is.  You've referred to this

document in your witness statement as identifying when

you were at the scene.  If we go over the page, we can

see it's a crime scene, a Major Incident Log Book.

Now, it may in fact not have been this Log Book, we

can turn over the page and see, but in terms of

identifying when you arrived at the scene, was it

written in a book such as this, if it wasn't this one?

A. Yeah.

Q. Am I right to say that it's unlikely to have been this

one because of the times that are recorded here are

significantly later, I think, to when you attended?

A. Yeah, they are, yes.

Q. If we please go back to NGPF0005244, please, and page 7.

We see, if we look at, say, 4.09 halfway down, we see
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the number 3993.  We see the number 1790, and if we

scroll down, we can see "At scene", "At scene".

So a log like this typically will identify when

officers are attending the scene; is that right?  A live

log of this sort.

A. Yeah, that's my understanding of it.

Q. If we could please turn to page 14, three-quarters of

the way down at 4:25:35, we see there:

"[Force Incident Manager] ... Golden DI ... Pam

Dowson is travelling to the scene."

So the FIM has notified everybody who is following

the log, at 4.25 --

A. Yeah.

Q. -- that you're travelling to the scene, and it took

about 20 minutes to arrive at the scene.

If we could please go on to page 16, we see there

messages around the time, and if we scroll over the

page, we've already seen that one reference is

contacting the universities.

There's no entry in this log that you had arrived at

the scene.

A. No.

Q. If you had a radio with you, would you have notified --

A. Yeah.

Q. -- your presence at the scene, and likely that would
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have made its way on to the log?

A. Yes.

Q. Looking back at both of those issues, the driving in,

20 minutes without a radio, arriving at the scene, and

there being no formal notification of your presence,

looking back at that now, was that a mistake?

A. No.

Q. Could that cause difficulties, because you would arrive

at a scene, not be up to date immediately because you

won't have been following, and although you will make

your presence known, those who are following this log

will not in fact be aware of your presence at the scene

because, as we've just looked at, you would have

physically logged in at the scene.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. But those who follow the log would not have been aware

that you were there.

A. I don't think it would have -- I don't think it's

detrimental that it's not logged on there that I'm at

the scene.

Q. How about not being able to keep up-to-date with

developments for that 20 minutes?

A. If there was anything crucial, then I do have

a hands-free.  It's not -- I mean there's been other

incidents I've travelled to, certainly when I'm
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travelling further distances, where I've been -- I've

had a telephone call whilst driving.

Q. Is it typical for a detective inspector not to have

a police radio?

A. Our preference is to use our phones, definitely, because

a lot of the time we can have quite lengthy

conversations, certainly with the Force Control Room top

desk.  We can even have disagreements with them at

times, and that's not something that you're going to do

using your radio.  Sometimes, depending on where you are

in Nottinghamshire, historically we've had issues where

the radio can drop out, and I do have both my personal

and my work phone, so I'm carrying two phones as it is.

And I don't, in my daily business, I wouldn't have used

my Airwaves radio.

So I'm, in all honesty, also not au fait with all

the callsigns and all the different channels either.

But, like I say, it's mainly we use our phones because

of the detailed and lengthy conversations we can have a

lot of the time.

Q. We've heard a lot about the different talkgroups and

about different information and different descriptions

being given over those talkgroups.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Without the radio, you wouldn't have had that real-time
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information.  I mean, thinking about that, is that not

in some way detrimental to the work that you're carrying

out? 

A. Well, on that particular evening, I was on my phone

a lot, so the chances of me catching something on the

radio would have been minimal.  I probably would have

had it in my bag because I was carrying two phones and,

like I say, if -- I'd already informed the chief

inspector I wanted to be contacted on my phone, and that

hasn't been an issue in the past with many incidents

that I've been to.

Q. Now I'd just like to play you two recordings and they're

calls relating to forensic strategy.  It's NGPF0004810,

and NGPF0004827.

(Audio played) 

Now I think your evidence has been, in fact, you did

speak about the forensic strategy.

A. Yes.

Q. But in terms of this conversation, the request for

a collar number, for example, would it have been easier,

if you had been on the radio, to have communicated those

kinds of messages over the radio?

A. I wouldn't have done it over the radio; I would have had

the conversation anyway.  So even if I'd have had my

radio and she would have what we call point-to-pointed
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me, I would have said, "I'll give you a call."

Q. Finally, one of the issues, of course, relating to

mobile phone conversations, is that we, as an Inquiry,

don't have those records, we're not able to see what has

been communicated.  I think you've addressed that in

your witness statement and you've said that the records

are no longer available.

I mean, looking back, do you think that had there

been greater conversations over the radio, that may have

been better for record keeping, for being able to see

what went wrong?

A. No.  I stand by that.  From my perspective as a former

DI, I would have -- yeah, just had those conversations

over the phone because of the detail that's involved in

them, and an incident, as well, if you're taking up a

lot of the air with that, it means other people can't

cut in if they need to urgently.

So it just made sense to me to do those

conversations person-to-person on the phone and

obviously, you know, I will record some detail of those

or make notes of those and then ultimately, you know,

I have told you that what is in my statement is true to

the best of my belief and recollection.

Q. We heard that you weren't aware of the link between the

incidents, you weren't aware of Operation Plato, you
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weren't contacted in relation to an arrest strategy.

I mean, looking back, has something gone wrong with

communications, or is the issue to do with the

individuals and perhaps the Force Incident Manager?

A. I can't say how a different FIM would have dealt

with it.  I can only talk of, on that particular night,

I felt frustrated because I wasn't updated directly by

the top desk, I was updated by Pete Shaw who had heard

things on his radio and luckily he was stood near me so

he could tell me.  But no, that's not ideal, and yeah, I

felt on that night that somebody could have been like

a point of contact for me.

Q. Thank you, Chair.  I don't have any further questions.

There are some questions from Mr Moloney.

THE CHAIR:  Yes, of course.  I think we'll carry on now, if

you're able to just carry on?

THE WITNESS:  Yes.

THE CHAIR:  Yes, thank you.  Mr Moloney.

Questioned by MR MOLONEY 

MR MOLONEY:  Retired Detective Inspector, I'd just like to

ask you about one discrete area which is the

notification of the families --

A. Yes.

Q. -- on the morning that Mr Blake asked you about.

Can I take you to your daybook, which is
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NGPF0010381.  Could we go to page 5 of that document,

please.  Thank you.  This is, if we look on the

left-hand side of the page, there's reference to -- is

that 5.30 am?

A. It might be 5.33 or 32, sorry.

Q. It's roughly 5.30 though, whatever it is --

A. Yeah.

Q. -- it's a 5.3.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Do we see the second entry from the bottom?  Don't read

it out, please, because it includes an address, but it

refers to an ID of Barnaby Philip Webber, and then

a date of birth and then an address.

A. Yes.

Q. So that is a full address without the postcode in

Taunton?

A. Yes.

Q. You also had, by that stage, identification for Grace,

the driving licence?

A. Yes.

Q. You've told the Chair, in response to questions from

Mr Blake, that you had a conversation with -- it's been

referred to as DS Sanders, he's Detective Superintendent

Sanders, in fact, isn't he?

A. Yes.
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Q. "DS" usually stands for detective sergeant, doesn't it?

A. Yes.

Q. Where were you when you had that conversation?  Were you

together or was it over the phone?

A. No, it was once I got to Radford Road and went into his

office.

Q. Yes.  Do you know roughly what time that was that you

arrived at the station and went into his office?

A. I would say it was definitely after 8.00 am.

Q. Right.  You said that essentially, I think, if it was

your child, you'd want to know?

A. Yes.

Q. Were you aware that the families were actually ringing

in for more information?

A. No, I only became aware of that when we were in the main

briefing, and a call came through from -- I don't know

who the call came through from -- and I think it was DI

Gibson that answered the phone and then mentioned that

one of the parents had called in.

Q. I'll save any further questions for Detective

Superintendent Sanders.

THE CHAIR:  Thank you, Mr Moloney.  Ms Cartwright?

Questioned by MS CARTWRIGHT 

MS CARTWRIGHT:  Good morning, retired Detective Inspector.

Could I just briefly return to the issue of
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communication between you and the FIM, and can we

display, please, your paragraph 31, which is

WITN0404001.  Thank you.

Now, we can see there that you initially made the

call to the top desk and spoke to Chief Inspector Mather

before you left to go to the scene at Ilkeston Road.

Obviously you've indicated there that it was your

preference to use your mobile and you provided your

mobile phone number; is that correct?

A. They have the -- what we call the Golden DI number.

They have it at the top desk.

Q. All right.  So that is essentially the -- whoever is on

call --

A. Yes.

Q. -- that is the same number --

A. Yes. 

Q. -- of Officer P(?).  So you didn't have to give it --

A. No.

Q. -- it should just be there at the top desk?

A. Yes.

Q. Because the reason I ask that is we have got the top

desk footage, and you've already been questioned about

the decision whether there should be a forensic lift or

a scene, and we see that that's an issue that's

revisited a number of times over the top desk footage.
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But on the third occasion where it's dealt with, and I'm

not going to play the footage, but I'm going to read

what's in the transcript and, for the reference, that

would be NGPF0008562R.  It's a counter time shortly

after 7.20.

It seems at this stage in particular, Officer Mather

is particularly frustrated that the issue of whether

it's going to be a forensic lift or a scene is being

revisited again.  What our note of that recording is the

following:

"All right, I'm going to put on the log that my

original decision stands.  We are putting a scene on.

I'm ever so sorry, if I'm being ambitious, right, the

scene stays on that van and the scene stays where it is.

I will tell the DCI, yeah."

Then the officer who we believe is Chief Inspector

Neil Humphries then says, "Do you want me to speak to

the DCI?"

Officer Mather responds: "It's not in my phone."

Then the question is asked: "Is it Rich?"

And his response is: "I've got no idea.  Just tell

him it's going to be a scene."

So can you assist us, that seems to suggest that

there is an issue about not having the phone number of

who was making that decision.  Can you help us at all?
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A. No, I don't know why they're talking about a DCI.  There

wasn't a DCI.  It was me.  And I don't know who they

mean by "Rich" either.

Q. So from your perspective, this confusion about whether

it was going to be a forensic lift or a scene, was there

anyone other than you that would be saying, or feeding

information back to the Control Room about your view

that it should have been a forensic lift rather than

a scene?

A. I don't know.  I can't answer that.

Q. All right.  Then can I ask you, because you've

referenced you making contact with the top desk and

speaking to Officer Mather before you left to go to

Ilkeston Road.

A. Yes.

Q. But at any point when you were at Ilkeston Road, did

Officer Mather contact you on your mobile phone to give

you any update?

A. No, I called him.  I think twice, actually: once to give

him an update and ask for the on-call homicide officer

and on-call CSI manager; and I think I made another call

at some point asking for the roads, you know, to let the

buses et cetera know, about the road closure on

Ilkeston Road and I was told: "Yeah, that's all been

done."
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Q. Right, so no update to you at any point from

Officer Mather during that morning?

A. No.

Q. Did that surprise you?

A. Yeah.

Q. I think you've referenced that it was frustrating, but

is it not essential, when you were the DI, and

particularly with this evolving incident, that you

needed to be given timely and regular updates about what

was happening?

A. That's how I felt, yes.

Q. Right.  Now you've already dealt with the fact that you

were made aware, essentially through Officer Shaw, that

Operation Plato had been declared.

A. Mm.

Q. Can I ask you first of all, did you have an

understanding about what Operation Plato was?

A. I know it's in association with a marauding terrorist

attack, yes.

Q. Had you had training on what needed to happen if there

was an Operation Plato?

A. I recall doing some online training but I can't recall

exactly when I did it.

Q. All right.  Because one of the things it seems clear is

that there was a lack of clarity about what happened

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
    50

following the declaration of Op Plato from around 5.30

in the morning.

A. Mm mm. 

Q. Did you have clarity about what had happened thereafter

once Op Plato had been declared?

A. No.

Q. From your perspective, can I ask first of all, at any

point did anyone tell you where the rendezvous point

was?

A. No.

Q. Did anyone tell you where the forward control point was?

A. No.

Q. Did anyone tell you what the various zones were, whether

they were cold, warm or hot?

A. No.

Q. Did anyone give you details of who the incident

commander was for fire and rescue?

A. No.

Q. Did anyone give you details of who the incident

commander was for the ambulance service?

A. No.

Q. Did you understand what the various roles and

responsibilities were across the multi-agency

responders?

A. No.

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

    51

Q. Can I ask you, was that a failing of the events of that

night or do you believe that was a failing more broadly

for appropriate training about what to do in an

Operation Plato?

A. I can't, I can't answer that.

Q. Can I then briefly just take you to Nottingham's policy

for an Operation Plato, please.  It's NGPF007969.  I'm

sorry, I've missed a zero, I think, NGPF0007069.  I do

apologise, thank you.

So can I ask you, prior to June 2023, had you had

any cause or training on the Op Plato procedure for

Nottingham?

A. No, just the general online one.

Q. Right.  So can we just move forward to page 4, because

you have given your evidence around things you thought

it might have been initially and I think you've said

you've discounted that it was a robbery, but certainly

you initially thought it might have been a domestic

incident.  But can I ask you, had you an awareness that

you could have a marauding attack that was not terrorist

motivated but essentially was a lone individual that

might be motivated by personal disaffection, including

in respect of former employers or schools?  And I'm

going to add in addition to this, or potentially in

respect of the University?  Were you aware that there
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was wider motivations for an MTA?

A. I do feel from recollection in the online training it

does mention lone people, but I don't recall that detail

that you've just given me.

Q. All right.  Then can I ask you, because Officer Mather

gave evidence on Friday, that the things he was thinking

about, he did give some thought earlier to a potential

MTA.  Was that raised with you at any point?

A. No.

Q. Then can we turn over the page, please.  You've

indicated it wasn't for you to have the responsibility

for the location of the offender or the search strategy.

You say you thought that was being squarely being dealt

with by the Control Room and the asset.

Can I ask you in terms of the strategic aims more

generally, and I think this document is Op Plato but

I think it also says it applies more broadly, were you

familiar with the principles of needing an overarching

strategic aim to identify, locate, and confront subjects

to neutralise the threat, and for the reasons set out in

the bullet points there?

A. No, but I think what you have to understand is, when I'm

at a scene and I'm doing those fast track actions at

that scene, from an investigative capacity, that the

strategy overarching strategies are not at the forefront
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of my mind when I'm dealing with a scene.

Q. No, I appreciate that, but I just wanted to understand

more broadly if -- because we know it became an

Operation Plato -- whether you had the sort of details

about what the strategic aims were of an Operation Plato

from training in advance of 13 June?

A. No.

Q. Then can we move forward to page 14, because this goes

to the communication issue.  Were you being kept updated

that morning as to which different channels the firearms

officers were on, and the uniformed officers, to have an

understanding about how they were being communicated

with?

A. No.

Q. Now, were you aware of the general principle, though,

that in major incidents and Op Plato, it can have

a massive impact upon mobile phone connections such that

the best advice is not to be using mobile phones, but to

be on essentially airwaves but controlled airwaves?

A. No.

Q. So you have said essentially that the battery wasn't

charged.  Ordinarily, would you have a battery in your

radio?

A. No, I didn't say the battery wasn't charged; I said

that I didn't have a battery for it.  So when I got the
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call, certainly from Pete, and I knew that I wanted to

get to the scene as soon as possible, I didn't go

looking around the police station for a battery.  I just

left, like I said, with what I needed to get to the

scene as quickly as I could.

Q. Right, and so ordinarily, would you have had a radio

with a battery with you if you were the on-call DI going

out to an incident?

A. On occasion, I have, but not very often, if I'm honest.

Q. All right.

A. Because, like I say, my preference is I will use

a mobile phone for the reasons I've already said.

Q. Right.  Then so can I ask, we can see some general

guidance there about what to happen in an Operation

Plato: no channels are to be patched, point to point is

not to be used, Airwaves telephony is not to be used,

and then once told what channels to go on, that people

must go on to them.

Did you have an awareness and understanding about

the significance and importance of Airwave channels,

both by the -- for the police but also channels across

the blue light services in an Operation Plato?

A. No.

Q. Thank you.

Now just briefly can I ask you, then, for my final

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

    55

question, you said you became aware in your statements

about an incident on Milton Street.

A. Yes.

Q. But did you ever become aware that there was only one

individual struck on Milton Street, but in fact the

later incident had occurred on Upper Parliament Street,

because that's not in the METHANE message that's

recorded on the Incident Log.

A. At some point I do recall Inspector Shaw telling me that

there was three people injured, but I can't recall,

other than that.

Q. Can I ask you, did you have an understanding of what

a METHANE message is?

A. I know it's -- yeah, yes.  I've -- I know it's linked to

Op Plato.

Q. But would you agree that one of those, the (unclear)

METHANE is exact location, and I think, certainly if we

look at METHANE that's in the record, the location

that's given is Milton Street --

A. Mm.

Q. -- which is not the location for certainly two of the

casualties.

A. Mm.

Q. Did you notice that at any point?

A. No. 
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Q. Right.  Then you've been asked about the arrest

strategy.  Your statement deals with the fact that you

thought it might have been a drink driver linked to the

collisions.  Did that inform anything you fed in about

the need for blood or breath testing for the driver of

the vehicle?

A. No, so my only comment around -- was when Inspector Shaw

said to me "Somebody is driving -- somebody's driving

onto the pavements on Milton Street", and my initial

thought, what I do recall saying to him, is -- he

obviously mentioned it was a van, and I said, "Have any

vans been reported stolen?"

So my initial thought was: is it somebody driving

a stolen van erratically?  I asked him if there was

any -- and then he said "No, they're driving at somebody

deliberately".

And I said, "Oh, is it -- do you think they're drink

driving?"

And then I can't recall what his response to that

was, but at some point he told me that it appeared

they'd been deliberately driven at.  I asked if the

injury was serious, and at that point he said "no", but

that was, you know, very early on.

And then it was only obviously then that I didn't

know that the incidents were linked until a bit after
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that, when I was informed that a police vehicle was

behind the van, and then the next sort of update I had

from Pete was that they'd made an arrest, and I said,

"What for?"

And he said, "Oh, for the murders on -- here on

Ilkeston Road".

And I said, "I didn't know they were linked", and he

said, "Yes, they've linked them".

Q. Right, certainly from what's been passed on from

Inspector Shaw to you, when he's talking about an

individual being driven at in Milton Street, it was

clearly conveyed to you that that was deliberate driving

at that individual?

A. He said, "It appears that they're deliberately driving",

yes.

Q. Thank you.

THE CHAIR:  Mr Beggs?

Further questioned by MR BLAKE 

MR BLAKE:  Just while we wait for Mr Beggs can I clarify one

small matter and it's relating to the forensic lift of

the vehicle.

You were asked about a DI or DCI.  Having listened

to that footage it's DCI Rich Shaw; is that someone who

you were aware of?

A. Rich Shaw is a police sergeant and he was a PolSA, and
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he worked on operational support at the time.

Q. May he have been giving instructions or conveying

messages relating to the forensic lift of the van?

A. Again, if he was, I wasn't aware.

MR BLAKE:  Thank you.

THE CHAIR:  Yes, Mr Beggs.

Questioned by MR BEGGS 

MR BEGGS:  Ms Dowson, one of the pieces of evidence you gave

was that you wanted house-to-house performed, one reason

being to secure any CCTV or Ring Doorbell-type footage.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. The reason for that, which we all now fully understand,

is that there is the opportunity for identification --

A. Mm-hm.

Q. -- which means if you get a good photograph, that can be

uploaded onto police systems --

A. Yes.

Q. -- which enables officers who may be spread over a big

area to look at the face of the suspect.

A. Yes.

Q. But does it have an additional benefit, that local

police officers might, in some cases, recognise the

suspect from previous knowledge?

A. Yes, definitely.

Q. You may not have appreciated it, because of the absence
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of a radio, but had -- when you arrived, did you realise

that Sergeant Hallam had already viewed some footage,

CCTV footage?

A. No.

Q. But if you were to be told that, it's a matter of common

ground that at 4.39 he was reporting that in, that would

be a good thing for him to have done?

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you very much.

Questioned by THE CHAIR 

THE CHAIR:  Yes, I just have a couple of questions.  Just in

relation to the threat assessment that was on the log,

I think you've said that you didn't really take much

notice of the threat assessment, and I'll just get that

up for you.  That's the incident report, which I think

it's the log, in fact.  I don't know what the number of

that is.  Perhaps you can just assist me on that.  Yes,

here we are.

It's NGPF0005244, and it's page 4.

I think you said you didn't normally pay much

attention to what's on the log at this point, and on

this occasion you'd only just started to read it when

you got the call --

A. Yes, that's right.

THE CHAIR:  -- from Mr Shaw.
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Just looking at it, would that threat assessment,

"Low", "Low", "Low", "Low", not have been something that

you would have taken into account if you were just

reading this and hadn't been phoned by Shaw?

A. Yes, I -- yeah, I would have read it in more detail.

THE CHAIR:  What's the purpose of having that on there?

A. What, the threat assessment?

THE CHAIR:  Yes.

A. I would say to risk assess around the safety of other

members of the public, the safety of officers.

THE CHAIR:  Yes.  So it should be accurate, it should be,

you think --

A. Yeah, it should be accurate.

THE CHAIR:  -- a proper threat assessment.

A. Yes.

THE CHAIR:  Right.  Thank you.  Just as far as you are using

your phone is concerned, rather than a radio, you've

said in answer to questions that after the declaration

of Operation Plato what should have happened, and you

were shown is that people should have been told to be

put on to a particular channel and not to use any other

means of communication.  Did anybody ever ring you to

tell you that?

A. No.

THE CHAIR:  Did you know that Operation Plato had been
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declared?

A. When Inspector Shaw told me that it had been declared.

THE CHAIR:  Do you remember when that was?  Was it at that

time that it was declared or afterwards, do you know?

A. I can't -- I can't recall.

THE CHAIR:  When you were told about it, were you told to go

on to the radio channel to stick close to him, as he was

on the radio?

A. No.

THE CHAIR:  Thank you.

Well, thank you, that's end of your evidence.  We'll

take a break now for 20 minutes.  Thank you.

(11.29 am) 

(A short break) 

(11.50 am) 

THE CHAIR:  Yes, Mr Blake.

This witness is going to be by audio only, so I'm

just going to remind everyone there's to be no filming

or photography of any kind.  Thank you.

MR BLAKE:  Thank you, Chair.  Can I please call PC Matthew

Bower.

PC MATTHEW BOWER (affirmed) 

Questioned by MR BLAKE 

MR BLAKE:  Thank you, PC Bower.  You should have in front of

you a witness statement dated 23 February 2026; is that
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right?

A. Correct.

Q. That has a URN of WITN0419001.  Can you please confirm

that that is true to the best of your knowledge and

belief?

A. Yes, it is.

Q. Thank you very much.  You are a former Royal Marines

commando before joining Nottinghamshire Police in 2018;

is that right?

A. That's correct.

Q. You began as a response officer but quite quickly

started to move to the initial firearms course in 2021.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. That is a 13-week-long course?

A. I believe so, it might be longer now.

Q. You've also completed an advanced driving course.  Can

you assist us with that?  How long was that and --

A. I believe that was four weeks in total.

Q. Were you offered that specifically because of your

firearms role or is that something that's offered to

everybody?

A. Yes, we use higher powered vehicles than response

officers, so it's to be able to safely drive the higher

powered vehicles but also specific tactics that you are

taught within that course.
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Q. So something like pursuit, tactical stops, and things

like that --

A. Yes.

Q. -- would be included in that course.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Yes.

A. There are then further courses for further tactics on

top of that.

Q. Have you undertaken any further courses?

A. I have since then, but at that time it was just the

advanced driving course.

Q. How about major incident training?  Have you had any

training in relation to major incidents?

A. Yes.

Q. What might that involve?

A. So a lot of our training as firearms officers is

scenario-based, so I we do put on all types of scenarios

you could imagine and work through them as we would as

a team.

Q. We've hearing quite a lot about Operation Plato.  Do you

have specific training for Operation Plato?

A. I don't believe I've done a full Operation Plato

exercise but we do have inputs on it through PowerPoint

and online learning that we do.

Q. I think you briefly left the police in November 2023 but
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have subsequently returned; is that right?

A. That's correct.

Q. I'm going to ask you some questions about the 12th and

13th June 2023.  We've heard that you were crewed with

PC Yallop in an unmarked ARV; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. I think your normal area of patrol at that point in time

was the north of the city.

A. On that day, yes.

Q. On that day.

A. Yes.

Q. You heard about the stabbing at about 4.05 in the

morning; is that right?

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Were you asked to attend?

A. I don't recall if we were asked directly or we chose to

travel, having heard on the radio.  It's the type of

incident we would always assist with, so we did.

Q. I may be able to assist you.  If we could play please

NGPF0004730.

(Audio played) 

I think there was reference there to 4A.

A. Okay, yeah, so that was PC Yallop offering for us to

travel down and assist.

Q. We've heard about talkgroups, Talkgroup 1199,
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Talkgroup 6 and 7.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Did you have access to both?

A. Yes, obviously we can only listen to one at a time on

our radio.  We would normally work off of 1199 on our

personal radios and we'd normally have our cars set, if

we're in the car, set to the local area that we are in

at that time.

Q. We've heard about channel hopping, for example.

A. Mm-hm. 

Q. Was that something that you experienced any issues with?

A. On that evening?

Q. Yes.

A. In a way, yes, although, as the driver, that was the

least of my worries.  I'll let PC Yallop deal with

communications, changing channels, telling me things

I need to know.  I'll drive us to where we need to get

to.

Q. More broadly then, outside of this particular evening,

is it an issue that you face?

A. Not particularly.  It's better that different areas are

working on different channels because they need to be

able to run local jobs individually.  We're aware pretty

much where all the borders are, so as we're passing

through, we change the car set, but that always leaves
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our own channel for operational support free for any

other incidents.

Q. We heard the message just then, it said, "Given the

severity"; what did you anticipate you were going to be

attending?

A. Serious injuries.  So either helping with first aid, if

that was still required when we got there, or locating

and detaining a suspect.

Q. I'm going to play you one further audio clip.  I'm going

to ask that it begins at the beginning but, please, if

it could be stopped after 29 seconds, and that's

NGPF0004732.

(Audio played) 

Thank you.  That's PC Speeden at around 4.11.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Is that a message that you heard when you were on your

way to the scene?

A. It would have been broadcast.  I'm sure I would have

heard it.  I don't remember hearing it.

Q. Did you have a view at that stage as to whether somebody

should be looking for the perpetrator?

A. I would have thought so.  That is a -- it's our role,

isn't it?  It's either going to be first aid comes

first.  If there's enough resources dealing with that,

we want to catch the person's that's done it.  So that's
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a natural thing for us to want to do.

Q. Who did you understand at that point in time to be

coordinating a search?

A. At that point in time, I'm unaware.  My focus was on

getting to that area and then seeing what's required of

me when I get there.

Q. Who would you have expected to have carried out the

organisation and coordination of the search?

A. The Control Room with a view of who is currently

committed with what.  I would expect to say, like I say,

if there's enough on scene dealing with that scene,

dealing with first aid, hopefully they can then allocate

who is still free to get them searching.

Q. We've heard that Inspector Shaw was also at the scene.

Were you aware that he was at the scene?

A. No.

Q. What would you expect his role to have been in respect

of the coordination of the search, if anything?

A. I don't know.  As an inspector, I imagine he's stepping

back, managing the bigger picture.  Whether that would

move on to searching at that time or not, I don't know.

Q. When you first arrived at the scene, I think medical

treatment was being provided.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Your supervisor was PS Hallam.
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A. Yeah.

Q. Where was he at that point?

A. I now know he was providing first aid at that time.

Q. You spoke to PC Speeden.  At paragraph 25 of your

witness statement, we don't need to go to it, but

I think you said that he tasked you with an area search.

A. (Witness nodded).

Q. Is that usual for a fellow officer, for a firearms

officer to task you?

A. Yeah, on firearms we would expect, whether it was him

being an OFC or the sergeant or any other PC, if they're

already at that scene, they can see what's happening.

They can make a judgement of what needs to be done, and

if they've got what was happening there under control it

makes sense for us to start looking, looking to catch

the suspect.

Q. I'm going to play you two more short audio clips.  It's

NGPF0004748 and then NGPF0004749, please.

(Audio played) 

This is around 4.24, and it's Talkgroup 1199.  We've

heard PC Speeden asking to be updated on the search.

PC Yallop alerts officers that there's video footage.

What we don't hear in this call is an updated

description and updated location or another location.

So we've heard evidence of reference being made to the
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perpetrator being all in black, fat build, going up

Ilkeston Road, turning left into the estate, Hopedale --

a reference to Hopedale Close.  Were you aware of those

references at that point in time?

A. Not all of that at that time, no.

Q. I mean Hopedale Close, for example, were you aware of

that location at that time?

A. I don't recall hearing that one at all, no.

Q. If we could play, please, NGPF0004751.

(Audio played) 

So that's 4.26.  PC Speeden has informed PC Yallop

and yourself, both in the same vehicle, Ilkeston Road

back up towards the city.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Was that the area that you were going to be searching?

A. Yes, yeah, that's the information I remember receiving.

So that was the general area that we went towards.

Q. Had you received at that stage any communications, or

were you aware of any communications, irrespective of

whether you had received them or not, that referred to

Hopedale Close, so far as you can recall?

A. No, no.

Q. Can we please bring up to screen NGPF0008785, and we're

going to look at page 10.

If we could zoom into that map, it's a map of your
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location with PC Yallop.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. I'm just going to start by looking at box number 75,

that's in the top right-hand corner.  We can see there

at 4.25 you were -- in the top of our screen.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. By 4.26, we can see a box 83, which is to the left,

along Gregory Boulevard.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. So it seems as though at this point in time you were

going west -- in a westbound direction.

A. This would have been our route in from the north, we'd

have come Mansfield Road and then across towards the

scene.

Q. Thank you, and you were very -- travelling at a similar

path to VC, albeit in the opposite direction, down

Gregory Boulevard; is that right?

A. Yeah, although a good time apart.

Q. Different times?

A. Yes.

Q. Yes, absolutely.  Was anyone directing you at this stage

as to where you might be looking?

A. No.  I believe at this point it was just a case of

getting to the scene and then establishing -- I'm not

sure at which timing on this we were told to start
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searching towards the city, but we were travelling to

the scene to get as close as possible to help there or

help elsewhere if not required.

Q. We see the vehicle go down to Ilkeston Road.  Were you

aware of anybody coordinating the search in respect of

where various vehicles should have been looking?

A. No, other than what PC Speeden had said to us, I don't

recall any other instructions to vehicles.

Q. If we look on the right-hand side of the screen, there's

an area, it says "... searched between 4.40... and

5.10..." and that's in the cathedral and Park Tunnel

area.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. What do you recall of that?

A. I believe we focused more on the area due to the phone

call that came in regarding another job, regarding the

female that was screaming.  And obviously we've made

an assumption that that may be linked.  So it made

sense, with no other information, to focus on that area.

Q. Had you been asked to go and look in that area by

somebody?

A. We had, yeah.  So initially we were heading that way

anyway due to the inbound route from the scene to the

city.  At some point along there we were then asked to

look at the other incident regarding the screaming
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female.

Q. Do you recall who by?  

A. I think it was the Control Room.  I don't know who by.

Q. I'm going to take you to another document it's

NGPF0010754.  It's another map, and if we could turn to

page 9.  So after the cathedral area search.

We can see that this is the location of your

vehicle.  At the bottom left-hand side, row 209, we can

see where you were at 5.13.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Then 215, so the box above, 215, at 5.14, heading

northbound.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. On the bottom right-hand side we can see box 220, 5.19,

and essentially heading up north towards the base.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. The first van attack happened at 5.22, and you were at

that stage heading north up Mansfield Road.  We can see,

for example, box 230 on the left-hand side towards the

top.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Is that right?

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. In fact we know that there were -- all three ARVs were

heading northbound at that time.
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A. Mm.  

Q. Had anyone directed you to do that?

A. I do not remember.

Q. We've heard that that would have left, on that

particular day, the centre of town without an ARV?

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Does that cause you any concerns?

A. Not at that time of morning on any other shift, or on

that shift.  We would usually -- we do hand over at

7 am.  There isn't any overlap for ARVs on that night

shift.  So I would say on average, around about 5.30,

people are thinking about going in, we need to fuel

cars, de-kit cars, and then getting closer to six, half

six, think about getting weapons out, unload all the

weapons and then get everything ready to hand over to

the day shift who will be on just before 7.

On top of that that, the cars that have been doing

first aid obviously had equipment missing from them

cars, so we had to source first aid kits, check them

over, reload the cars ready for the day shift to come

on.

Q. Thinking about lessons learnt from this incident, we

know that there were significant events in the centre of

town at that time.  Do you think that it is sensible for

all three vehicles to go back to base at the same time,
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or do you think that it might be better to leave the

city centre covered at that time?

A. It would definitely be better.

Q. Could we please turn to WITN0407001, this PC Speeden's

witness statement, and if we could turn to page 21,

please, paragraph 48 onwards.  I don't know if you have

had a look at this already.

A. Yeah, I have been given it.  I've had a very quick skim

through some of it.

Q. If I can read to you, then, some comments that were made

by PC Speeden on the day of the incident.  He says,

actually, if I could scroll up slightly to 46.  He feeds

back the following to PC Wilkinson, he says:

"Well obviously, it's always the victim as they are

top of our working strategy, it doesn't mean that we

can't do our armed capability at the same time.  My

thought always in my head was, how do we know that this

isn't just a stranger attack and this person isn't just

going to wander off and do it to someone else?  Which is

what has ended up happening."

Then, if we scroll down, he says:

"I feel, mmmm not let down but I feel ... "

Then PC Wilkinson then said:

"You've kind of had your suspicions proved right.

... It's not about the Op Plato at all as no one can
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envisage that but if someone's got the intent to cause

serious harm and actually kill two people, if you were

ever going to have an authority that's it.  Just because

it's a knife, I don't understand why the authority

wasn't on from the start.  Then even if we were doing

first aid, we would have had the capability to respond

to something and that offender could have come back to

the scene".

This is on the issue of armed authority?

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Do you share PC Speeden's view?

A. Yeah, as a firearms officer, with any incident with

weapons and serious violence I would always prefer to be

at armed authority.  But I am not in the position that

the people in the Control Room are, I don't have all the

information they have when they're making them

decisions, and I'm not always aware of why they may or

may not be going into armed authority.

Q. If we can turn to a debrief that took place shortly

after, it's NGPF0007689.  Did you attend this debrief?

A. I did, yes.

Q. Do you recall whether you were told that it was going to

be audio recorded or not?

A. I don't recall.

Q. We've looked at page 2 at the top.  We'll go back to
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that, please.  There is Chief Inspector Mather, he says: 

"Remember a challenge.

"Priority at this point was towards first aid and

victim".

PC Speeden said:

"Requested the consideration for armed authority

based on 'multiple' stab wounds when confirmed as

a second victim.

"Vic is priority even if it's a firearms job.

"Challenge around victim being the priority but [if

it's] ... a [firearms] ... job there is priority on the

victim".

Then, asked to expand, he said:

"Initial assessment was multiple stab wounds.

"For me it's spinning the wheel -- otherwise so

dangerous description with unknown intent."

What did you understand that to mean?

A. I'm not sure what he means by that.

Q. Chief Inspector Mather said: 

"Our working assumption was a robbery gone wrong or

attempted robbery gone wrong".

PC Speeden says:

"[Information/intelligence] ... would indicate

offender at large."  

Then Chief Inspector Mather said: 
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"What made you assume it was a robbery".

And he says: "Based on calls."

Just pausing there, what was your view as to whether

it was a robbery or not?

A. Honestly, I didn't have an opinion at that point.

I knew there was two people serious injured.  I knew

someone had done that deliberately.  My thought is we

need to catch this person, because he may be going on to

do that to someone else.  Why he's done it, at that

point, isn't something I would have thought about.

Q. He then says:

"Based on calls."

Then it says:

"General discussion on Armed Authority with

contributions from OFC and TFCs.  Each describing their

NDMs."

As I said, we're going to speak to PC Speeden and

others.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Can you assist us with your recollection?  Were there

other officers, other armed officers who shared the view

of PC Speeden in respect of armed authority?

A. I believe so, and like I say, generally we would always

rather be armed authority in this type of job, and

there's benefits to that.  We've got more equipment
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available to us.  If we are doing first aid on someone

and the offender did pop out of an unknown area, we can

react to that with more equipment, with more people,

maybe with more tactics available to us.  But at the

same time it doesn't stop us doing first aid, doing area

searches, and in some ways, going to armed authority can

slow us down a little bit because we don't have weapons

made already in gun boxes; we have to find a suitable

location to stop, get the equipment out, make the

weapons ready, get helmets on, potentially get plates

out of the boot, put them in our vests.

So sometimes it does slow us down.

Q. We've heard that you were asked to search in

a particular area by PC Speeden.  We've seen that armed

authority can lead to greater organisation of armed

officers --

A. Mm-hm.

Q. -- and can provide a more effective coordination,

specifically tasking armed officers.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Do you think that the searches that were being carried

out may have been improved if that armed authority had

been given, irrespective of whether the armed authority

itself was necessary?

A. So when we do a search at armed authority, I do find
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generally we are a bit more structured.  We will have

the OFC know he's got three or four cars, specifically

task them to certain areas.  If we've got a zone we're

working on, we can split that up and know I've got that

part, you've got that part, and try and cover every

road.  It doesn't guarantee we won't miss somebody.

Obviously, the suspect is moving, they could come down

a road you've just passed and you've missed them.  And

in this scenario I think the two cars were tied up with

first aid, and if we had gone to authority at that point

they couldn't have just dropped everything and left, as

far as I'm aware.  So it still would have left my car on

its own.

Q. If there came a time where those cars would have been

available and you had three cars searching, you've

described zoning.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Can you assist us with what that involves?

A. So we could have -- it would normally be the OFC

commanding that.  We would look at that area, the map.

We would probably know the local area and say, for

example, if you take Ilkeston Road to Derby Road, work

northbound, the next person take Derby Road to the next

major route, working out to the east.  Something to that

effect, just to make sure you've at least passed most
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roads in each area at least once.

Q. So we heard PC Speeden give you an area to search over

the radio earlier.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Would it have been him, then, who provided that

coordination at the scene?

A. If we'd gone to armed authority, he would have then been

the operational firearms commander from that point.  So

yes, it would have been him.

Q. In your experience then, is it a moment at which the

armed officers pause, have a look at likely areas, and,

as you say, the OFC then sends you in different

directions to cover as large a space as possible?

A. If possible, yeah, depending on the scenario, and

obviously, as I've said, victims would always come

first.  So I would imagine they wouldn't have had

a chance to pause at that point; it would have been as

soon as we've got things as stable as we can get them,

hand over to EMAS.  They can then get relieved and start

looking at maps and start working out what's best, where

to go next.

Q. Thank you.  Then finally, I just want to ask you about

the arrest itself.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. We've seen the video footage, I don't need to bring that
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back up.  You'd found VC in his van.  How did you know

where to find him?

A. Listening to PC Yallop, who was listening to at least

two different radio channels.  So I was made aware

a police officer has got behind that van, stopped to

give first aid.  Another police officer has then located

the van, and that led us to its final position.

Q. In the video that we've seen, the van appears to be

stationary.  Can you tell us, was the van blocked in?

Had it simply stopped?  Or what was the situation?

A. He'd stopped.  I don't know why.  He had stopped and

he was sat in the front, holding a knife.

Q. Would it, in your view, been possible for him to have

continued with regard to where the other vehicles were

at that time?

A. Yes, yeah.  There was no reason -- my consideration was

he'd seen the marked car behind him and was possibly

waiting for them to approach in order to attack them.

Q. I think you approached the vehicle and ultimately

arrested him.

A. Mm-hm.

MR BLAKE:  Thank you.  Those are all the questions that

I have.

THE CHAIR:  Yes, Mr Moloney.  Thank you.

Questioned by MR MOLONEY 
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MR MOLONEY:  Thank you, Chair.

Police Constable Bower, just a very few questions.

You said in answer to questions from Mr Blake that

first aid comes first.

A. Yeah.

Q. Particularly as somebody who is crewing an ARV.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. But if there are enough resources dealing with first

aid, then, as officers, we should be getting on with the

search.

A. Yes.

Q. Yeah.  But that decision is a decision, you would say,

for the FCR, the Force Control Room, rather than you

ordinarily in an incident like this.

A. They'd be best placed to direct staff, but there's

nothing stopping us making that decision if we know

we're not needed.

Q. If you know you're not needed at the --

A. Yes.

Q. -- and essentially liaising with Force Control Room to,

for example, ask about armed authority and to go off and

search.

A. We wouldn't ask.  Generally, we'd let the OFC, if they

had a concern.  The OFC may say, "Sir, are you sure?

Have you considered this?"  As ARVs we wouldn't be
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challenging that.

Q. Precisely, but as a unit of ARVs working together, it

would be for the OFC to be in contact with the FCR to

ask about armed authority.

A. Yes.

Q. And the OFC on that day was PC Speeden.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Even though there was a sergeant, it isn't always the

most senior officer in rank who is the OFC for that day,

is it?

A. No.

Q. That's why it's PC Speeden.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Naturally, with the serious incident you were dealing

with, when you were called to Ilkeston Road, did you get

there quite quickly?

A. Yes, yeah.  We would have been on blue lights and

sirens, as quick as we could get there.

Q. Quick as you could get there, blue lights and sirens.

Do you know the streets of Nottingham?  It may be

a silly question to ask.

A. Somewhat, yes.

Q. It would be a matter of record, but would you go past

the Goose Fair roundabout and did you go past the Goose

Fair roundabout on the way down to --
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A. I believe so, yeah.

Q. You've said you don't remember hearing anything about

the potential for the offender to have gone towards

Hopedale.

A. No, I don't remember that road name being passed.

Q. If you'd heard that, then that might have been something

that would be important to you when driving down and

going past Goose Fair.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. You might be looking out for the offender then.

A. Yeah.

Q. You say that when you arrived at Ilkeston Road,

ambulances were already in attendance, and then you were

tasked with an area search by PC Speeden; is that right?

A. That's correct.

Q. Yeah.  Do you have any good idea as to what time you did

cross Ilkeston Road and see the ambulances in

attendance?

A. I've put it in my statement, after referring back to the

log.  I believe it was about 4.26.

Q. Thank you, and there were two ambulances there?

A. I believe so, yes.

Q. And a large number of officers.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Just to clarify, did you speak to PC Speeden in person
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once you were there or were you tasked on the radio?

A. It was on the radio.  We didn't even stop.  We drove

across Ilkeston Road and looked up, and carried on.

Q. In accordance with what had been suggested to you to go

on that search into town --

A. Yeah.

Q. -- basically.

A. Yeah.

Q. It's in your statement.  I don't ask for it to be put

up, just to save time, but you received the call to go

to the cathedral area at 04.44.  Does that --

A. Yeah, I believe so.

Q. Yeah.  So you were still in the area of, as it were, if

I can use this generic term, Ilkeston Road towards the

city centre at 4.44.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. You stayed searching in that area.  After getting that

call, you went to the cathedral?

A. We did, yes.

MR MOLONEY:  Thank you very much, PC Speeden.

THE CHAIR:  Thank you.  Ms Cartwright.  Thank you.

Questioned by MS CARTWRIGHT 

MS CARTWRIGHT:  Good afternoon, PC Bower.

PC Bower, can I ask you first of all about what

you've told us in your witness statement.  Can we just
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go to paragraph 77, please, which is your ... sorry.

I'm very grateful.  So paragraph 77, please.  I think

it's page 19.  Thank you.  You tell us that you were

involved in the debrief, paragraph 77, and you actually

tell us that the debrief was audio recorded.  Can you

recall that?

A. I must have known that if I've put it in my statement,

yeah.

Q. But you certainly have a recollection it was audio

recorded because I don't think we've been supplied with

the audio recording?

A. I've never heard it, no.

Q. All right.  Okay.  Now, you've obviously dealt with your

involvement.  Now, you've obviously said that two of the

ARVs were then used for first aid, but as a principle,

perhaps from multi-agency working, would you agree that

it was for the control to ascertain how near the

specialist ambulance services were to understand the

priority for whether the much better use of the ARVs was

to be working as a team, as you'd been trained to do, to

locate suspects?

A. Yes, but if there's any chance we would get there first,

it's always worth going there first --

Q. I appreciate that --

A. -- because if there's a catastrophic bleed that we can
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stop, then seconds count.

Q. But equally, would you agree that there was only three

ARVs resources available at that time that had the

training and the expertise to locate suspects and to use

lethal force if needed?

A. Yes, there's only us three with the equipment and

training we've got, but it doesn't stop other officers

searching using taser, using other officer safety

techniques --

Q. But it's right, isn't it, that you've already dealt with

the fact that you can do zoning searches --  

A. Mm-hm.

Q. -- as ARVs; is that correct?

A. Yeah.

Q. Is it right also that one of the tactics that armed

response officers are trained in is that you work as

teams even on mobile armed support to surveillance, so

you were well used to working collaboratively and in

a structured way --

A. Mm-hm.

Q. -- on deployments; would you agree?

A. Yeah.

Q. Now, you've also referenced that what would have

happened if an armoured authority had been given and

you've already set out that PC Speeden was the OFC that
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night?

A. Mm-hm.

Q. So to an extent you weren't in a command position, you

were essentially one of the officers that would have

been commanded by the OFC, the TFC, and the SFC?

But by reason of your training would you agree that

if a firearm authority was given, it results in

consultation with the strategic firearm commander to

come up with a strategic plan with the tactical firearm

commander, but also with the ability to have the bespoke

advice of a tactical advisor?

A. Yes.  But not always immediately.  That could come

later, depending on threat to the public.

Q. But would you agree that that essentially, when

a firearm authority is given, also then feeds into an

appropriate briefing to the firearm officers as to

what's known at that time?

A. Again, yes, depending on the immediate threat.  It may

be a condensed briefing if we need to act immediately.

Q. So can I ask you, in terms of, then, the immediate

threat, particularly around the decision making that was

taken for you to go back to base after you performed the

search near the cathedral and the park, was it known to

you the severity of the injuries that had been caused to

Wayne and Barney?
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A. Yes.

Q. -- sorry, not Wayne, sorry, to Grace and Barney?

A. Yes.

Q. To that extent, I think would you also have known that

at that stage the intelligence was that you were aware

of, that that individual was heading towards the city

centre?

A. That was the only direction we'd been given, yes, that I

was aware of.

Q. So I think you gave evidence a moment ago that on that

night it was appropriate for then you to head back to

base, I think getting ready, essentially, for the end of

your duties.  But would you agree at that time when you

did head back up to force headquarters, there was still

an armed and dangerous individual at large where, to the

best of your knowledge, he was heading towards the city

centre?

A. There was, but with the amount of time it had been, he

could have been anywhere in any direction across a lot

of the county, and it's a bit of a -- it's a search we

can do, but it's pure chance if we come across him at

that point.

Q. But were you aware that there was a policy that

indicated that there should be cover in the city centre?

A. There is, but we don't have the staff to maintain that
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24 hours a day.

Q. But in terms of that particular night, where there had

been this truly exceptional attack with intelligence,

this individual was heading to the city, would you agree

that that really should have been the night, as accepted

by Officer Mather, where there should have been an armed

response presence in the city centre?

A. That would have made sense.

Q. Now can I ask you, because it seems that it took from

about 5.14 to 5.26 to get back to headquarters?  So

I think it's only about two miles where you last picked

up on.  Can you assist us as to why it took so long to

get back to headquarters?

A. No, I don't recall the route we took on that night.

Q. All right.  Then you've indicated and already agreed

that you didn't have knowledge about the location of

towards Hopedale Drive and I think --

A. (Witness nodded). 

Q. -- so essentially the opposite, so to the left, to the

right where you searched; would you agree?

But certainly if you see what you've done now, we've

got the longitude and latitude, you drove near the

cathedral and down by the (unclear) almost in

a strategic backwards and forwards motion, would you

agree up, and down the streets --
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A. Mm-hm.

Q. -- in a very particular way?  If you had been given the

intelligence and information that the suspect had headed

the opposite way, would you agree you would have done

a similar thing to the left of Ilkeston Road up towards

Hopedale Drive and beyond?

A. Yes.

Q. Now you've referenced in your statement about the use of

a drone.  Would you also agree that if a firearms

authority was given, that it's highly likely that a

drone would have assisted the firearms officers in their

search, as well?

A. Yes, they would of.

Q. That also would have given an oversight to assist you in

your search; would you agree?

A. Yes, but I know drone can operate without a firearms

authority.  They could have used the drone --

Q. I know and that's what --

A. -- (overspeaking) -- in that area.

Q. -- I want to be clear about because you do reference the

drone, but you were aware that the drone hadn't even

been put up near to where you were searching?

A. No, I think my only reference was that I was aware the

drone officer was in the area, driving, assisting with

a search of the area.
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Q. You have indicated that you were heading back up to get

ready to prepare yourself to go off-duty but also to

assist your colleagues.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. But were you aware also that some of the next armed

response officers were already in place in the gym

getting ready before their shift started?

A. No, I wasn't aware of that.

Q. So would you agree, in terms of what the Control Room

should have been doing it should also have been checking

whether additional firearms resources were available?

A. This was before the van incident.  So I don't think

that's something they would have done at that point.

Q. Right.

A. There wasn't a necessity to bring more firearms on duty

at that point.

Q. But can I ask you in circumstances where the FIM had

chosen to essentially take up two of the armed response

vehicles, because they'd been contaminated by assisting

with first aid, would you agree that there should have

been thought given to additional resources and armed

response resources?

A. Again, that would make sense.

Q. Then can I ask you, you've said you have not had bespoke

Operation Plato training.
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A. No, we have.  I've not taken part in an exercise that I

can remember --

Q. So you've never -- sorry, I didn't mean to interrupt

you.

A. That's okay.

Q. So you've never, as part of the time you have been

a firearms officer at Nottingham Police, done any

training for an Operation Plato.

A. Physical training?

Q. As in a live exercise?

A. Yes, I have.

Q. You have?

A. Yes.

Q. Just give me an idea, then, when did you have that

exercising?

A. End of my initial firearms course, which would have been

around August 2021.  I remember we did an exercise at a

shopping centre in Mansfield where it simulated armed

men --

Q. Right.

A. -- shooting multiple people in the supermarket, and we

were there to confront and detain.

Q. Has there been any subsequent live exercise and training

of Operation Plato since that time?

A. There has.  I can't recall taking part in one myself but
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I know they're things that do come up throughout the

years' training.

Q. Do you remember if there was any bespoke training after

the publication of the Manchester Arena Inquiry report

around Operation Plato?

A. I'm not sure.

Q. Can I ask you then that night, when Operation Plato was

declared, were you made aware where the rendezvous point

was?

A. If I was, I don't recall it.

Q. Were you made aware where the forward command point was?

A. Again, if I was, I don't recall it.

Q. Were you told what the various zones were for the

locations of the attacks, whether they were warm, hot or

cold?

A. I don't recall.

Q. Now we have, from the footage of the Control Room, the

briefing that was ultimately given to the firearm

officers, after Operation Plato was declared, and were

you aware that still at that time Officer Mather was

saying that the suspect was likely 50 years of age?

A. At what time was that, sorry?

Q. So this was after Operation Plato had been declared and

when additional resources from firearmed resources

I think from Derbyshire were now assisting?
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A. Do we know how long after it was declared?  I'm just

thinking where I was at that time.

Q. (overspeaking) -- I think it would be after 7 o'clock,

to be fair?

A. Oh no, then.

Q. You'd have paraded off then?

A. I'd have still been at work because we had a lot of

things to do, writing statements, et cetera, but

I wouldn't have been involved in the operational side

of it.

Q. All right.

A. Although -- I'm trying to recall where I was at that

time.  It might be that we were still on the Market

Square because we would have been kept on, based on what

had happened.

Q. I won't ask you further questions about that, then.

A. Okay.

MS CARTWRIGHT:  Thank you for answering my questions.

THE WITNESS:  No problem.

THE CHAIR:  Yes, Mr Beggs.

Questioned by MR BEGGS 

MR BEGGS:  Yes, Officer, although you're trained with

firearms, you also, in common with your AFO colleagues,

perform ordinary response duties as well.

A. Mm-hm.
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Q. So you contribute to the overall Nottinghamshire Police

uniformed response in the streets.

A. Yes.

Q. The difference between you and response officers is you

carry side arms and carbines.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. You're very highly trained for their use.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. As you've told a number of counsel you also have

enhanced first aid training --

A. Yes.

Q. -- and equipment that ordinary response officers do not

have, first aid equipment.

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. Might it be fair to say that because of the nature of

your armed duties dealing with dangerous and violent

people, that perhaps you're also more experienced to

deal with trauma, as a general proposition?

A. Yes.

Q. Is that fair?

A. Yes, yeah, we deal with a lot of trauma, a lot of

serious injuries.

Q. Serious injuries, and also serious violence --

A. Mm.

Q. -- or threat of violence.
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A. Yes.

Q. Yes.  When you arrived at the scene, at Ilkeston Road,

your OFC pretty much immediately tasked you to search.

A. Yes.

Q. He did that on the radio, which had the beneficial

effect that there was no prospect of you being

forensically contaminated by his involvement at

number 316.

A. Yes.

Q. Does an AFO have any special search training, or does he

or she simply apply their common sense?

A. To an area search?

Q. Yes.

A. Unarmed, no.  It's just a search, yeah.  It's common

sense.

Q. Did you, for everyone's understanding, did you look hard

for a black male potentially dressed in black clothing?

A. We did.

Q. Did you want to find him at that point?

A. Of course.

Q. Then, after that initial search, you told us for about

25 minutes you were searching, I'll call it, the

cathedral area.

A. Yeah.

Q. Again, were you searching intensively at that point?
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A. Yes.

Q. Did you see anything untoward during that lengthy

search?

A. No.

Q. Did you see anything of the female that had been

reported screaming?

A. No.

Q. Did the absence of armed authority in any way inhibit

that searching?

A. I don't believe so.

Q. What about the previous shorter search that OFC Speeden

had asked you to do; did it inhibit that?

A. No, as I say, it would be nice to have all three ARVs

working together, but I don't believe at that exact time

they could have been freed up from the scenario they

were in.

Q. No, because you now realise, don't you, that two of the

ARVs were heavily involved in first aid?

A. Yes.

Q. And extensively involved?

A. Mm-hm.

Q. You fully understand, don't you, that forensically they

were seriously contaminated?

A. Yes.

Q. When you started to head back to HQ at about 5.15, your
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objectives in doing that were to re-kit?

A. Yes.

Q. That means ensure that everyone had the requisite

medical equipment on board.

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Also re-fuel?  And also to -- I don't wish to be

indelicate, but for your colleagues to clean up so that

they are ready for --

A. Yeah, and to offer them any support they might need, or

any help with any further admin they've got.

Q. When the call went out following what we know to be the

second running down event, I think you performed

an ordinary drive of 15 to 20 minutes in six minutes.

A. Yes.

Q. But although you were driving quickly, you still had to

drive safely --

A. Mm-hm.

Q. -- because Nottingham was slowly coming to life at that

point.

A. Mm.

Q. Is that right?

A. Yeah.

Q. Now, just in relation to the arrest itself, you were the

one that parked your vehicle so as to prevent VC

emerging from the driver's door?
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A. Yes.

Q. That was a deliberate tactic on your part?

A. Yeah.

Q. It meant, of course, that your colleague was also

slightly inhibited, wasn't he?

A. Unfortunately, yes.

Q. That meant that you had to get out --

A. Mm-hm.

Q. -- and you were met with, on one view of the events,

quite a menacing move of VC's van reversing?

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Did you form a view as to what he might be doing there?

A. Yes, so as I've exited, I've pulled up next to him,

initially, seen him with the dagger in his hand.  I've

then exited onto the rear thinking I'll pass without him

seeing me, get the passenger door open and the van,

I think, has lurched backwards, yes.

Q. So we can see it on the video.

A. So not wanting -- the timing made me think he knows I'm

here, he's trying to hit me with the van.  So ran around

the front so I can watch what he's doing as I moved past

the vehicle.

Q. When you went to confront VC, who you knew to be very

obvious, is that fair --

A. Mm-hm.
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Q. -- you didn't even draw your side arm at that point --

A. No.

Q. -- because you grade the level of force required

incrementally?

A. Mm-hm.

Q. So you merely -- I say merely, but you deployed your

taser?

A. Yes.

Q. A less lethal option?

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Hopefully non-lethal; yes?

A. Yes.

Q. You discharged it almost immediately --

A. Yeah.

Q. -- for reasons nobody will criticise.

When you took hold of -- were part of the arrest of

VC, did you smell any alcohol on his breath?

A. Not that I can recall.

Q. Did you smell any drugs about his person or in the van?

A. No.

Q. How would you describe his state of mind, so far as you

could tell as an arresting officer?

A. He was very focused, no real emotion on his face.

Q. As we saw from the video, pretty much as far as I could

tell, the only thing he said to you was "Fuck you"?
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A. Yeah.

Q. Otherwise silent?

A. Mm-hm.

Q. Yes.  Thank you very much, Officer.

A. No problem.

Questioned by THE CHAIR 

THE CHAIR:  Yes, I just wanted to clarify in relation to the

van at the end, the van was stopped in the road?

A. Yes.

THE CHAIR:  There was another vehicle some distance back

from it, about -- I think, you've said in your

statement, about 50 metres or so.  I think it was a dog

officer.

A. The one behind was a marked police officer.

THE CHAIR:  Then there was a dog officer's van --

A. Mm-hm.

THE CHAIR:  -- or car, but nobody was out of those when you

first got there.

A. I now believe the dog officer was, although at the time

I didn't know that.  I couldn't see him.

THE CHAIR:  Right.  So he wasn't actually by the van itself,

as far as you're aware?

A. No, not that I knew at the time.

THE CHAIR:  But there was nothing in front of the van.

A. No.
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THE CHAIR:  At the end of the road, there was no, for

example, bollards, or something that would have

prevented passing.

A. No, the dog officer's car was across the road at the

end.  I'm not -- I don't know if there would have been

space for the van to drive past or not, but it was quite

a way ahead.

THE CHAIR:  But if the vehicle had driven off, it would have

had to, in some way, have got around the dog officer's

van --

A. Yes.

THE CHAIR:  -- which the car which was across the road --

A. Yes.

THE CHAIR:  -- at the opposite end from which you had come?

A. Yes.

THE CHAIR:  Thank you.

You were asked about whether it made any difference

as to whether the armed authority had been given, and

I think I understand, from what you've said, that the

difference would be that, in effect, your team would be

coordinated by the firearms officer, PC Speeden, on this

occasion --

A. Yes.

THE CHAIR:  -- rather than being controlled by the Control

Room.

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
   104

A. Still, he would obviously work through what they're

telling him, but he would be in direct control of the

individual ARVs.

THE CHAIR:  Yes, and as far as the contamination was

concerned, you were aware of that, that you would have

been able to search, but not to arrest?  Would that

be --

A. We could of.  It was a consideration we'd made on

initial attendance.  If we're not needed in the scene,

it makes sense not to, being the only ARV with no

forensic link to it.

THE CHAIR:  Yes.  But the others with forensic links --

A. Yes.

THE CHAIR:  -- could have been involved, but stayed clear,

could they?

A. Yes, they could of, but if they ended up in the position

we did, they'd have just had to have made that arrest,

rather than wait for someone else.

THE CHAIR:  Yes, thank you.

Well, I think we'll stop there now.  Thank you very

much.  We'll start again at 1.45.  Thank you.

(12.45 pm) 

(The short adjournment) 
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fill [1]  29/4
filled [1]  29/20
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 17/13 17/17
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 98/22
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 28/18
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 51/23 62/7
formulate [1]  20/4
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 50/11 51/14 53/8
 94/11
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found [6]  8/3 22/25
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four [2]  62/18 79/2
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free [3]  39/24 66/1
 67/13
freed [1]  98/15
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 61/24 81/12 100/21
 102/24
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frustrating [1]  49/6
Fuck [1]  101/25
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full [7]  24/16 25/8
 25/10 27/2 27/14
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fully [2]  58/12 98/22
function [1]  16/19
functions [1]  16/5
fundamental [3]  5/4
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 43/13 45/20 57/18
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 89/10
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general [6]  51/13
 53/15 54/13 69/17
 77/14 96/18
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 52/16 77/23 79/1
 82/23
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get [32]  10/6 12/1
 24/13 28/3 28/13
 35/22 35/22 35/24
 36/16 54/2 54/4 58/15
 59/14 65/17 67/6
 67/13 71/2 73/15 78/9

 78/10 78/10 80/18
 80/19 83/15 83/18
 83/19 86/22 90/10
 90/13 92/1 100/7
 100/16
gets [1]  27/15
getting [8]  67/5 70/24
 73/13 73/14 82/9
 85/17 89/12 92/7
Gibson [2]  25/4
 45/18
give [17]  3/19 19/22
 23/18 23/21 23/22
 28/9 34/7 42/1 46/17
 48/17 48/19 50/16
 50/19 52/7 80/2 81/6
 93/14
given [21]  22/11
 23/20 28/11 40/23
 49/9 51/15 52/4 55/19
 66/3 74/8 78/23 87/24
 88/7 88/15 89/8 91/2
 91/10 91/14 92/21
 94/18 103/18
gives [1]  14/16
giving [1]  58/2
go [33]  13/9 21/8
 25/22 27/6 27/21
 31/19 34/17 36/6 36/7
 37/13 37/24 38/16
 44/1 46/6 48/13 54/2
 54/17 54/18 61/6 68/5
 71/4 71/20 73/25
 75/25 80/21 82/21
 83/23 83/24 85/4
 85/10 86/1 88/22 92/2
goes [1]  53/8
going [43]  2/14 3/2
 10/4 20/5 20/8 34/10
 34/20 34/22 34/25
 37/6 40/9 47/2 47/2
 47/8 47/11 47/22 48/5
 51/24 54/7 61/17
 61/18 64/3 66/4 66/9
 66/9 66/23 68/17 69/1
 69/15 69/24 70/3
 70/11 72/4 73/12
 74/19 75/3 75/18
 75/22 77/8 77/17 78/6
 84/8 86/23
golden [9]  4/13 4/14
 5/7 5/22 5/25 29/12
 29/18 38/9 46/10
gone [8]  16/23 17/4
 43/2 76/20 76/21
 79/10 80/7 84/3
good [9]  1/3 15/14
 33/3 45/24 58/15 59/7
 70/18 84/16 85/23
Goose [3]  83/24
 83/24 84/8
got [22]  4/8 4/9 45/5
 46/21 47/21 53/25
 59/23 66/7 68/14 75/1
 77/25 79/2 79/3 79/4
 79/5 80/18 81/5 87/7

 90/22 99/10 102/18
 103/9
Grace [2]  44/18 89/2
Grace's [1]  31/3
grade [1]  101/3
Graham [1]  31/2
grateful [1]  86/2
greater [2]  42/9
 78/15
Gregory [2]  70/8
 70/17
ground [2]  37/7 59/6
group [1]  33/1
guarantee [1]  79/6
guidance [1]  54/14
gun [1]  78/8
gym [1]  92/6
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had [118] 
had a [2]  3/16 10/2
hadn't [5]  11/11 24/3
 36/15 60/4 91/21
hair [1]  28/5
half [3]  22/15 27/8
 73/13
halfway [3]  12/16
 24/12 37/25
Hallam [3]  31/1 59/2
 67/25
hand [11]  27/13 44/3
 70/4 71/9 72/8 72/14
 72/19 73/9 73/15
 80/19 100/14
handed [1]  3/22
handover [4]  3/15
 3/17 3/19 3/20
hands [3]  27/17
 27/24 39/24
happen [2]  49/20
 54/14
happened [9]  13/11
 19/11 25/9 49/25 50/4
 60/19 72/17 87/24
 95/15
happening [4]  49/10
 68/12 68/14 74/20
happy [2]  36/7 36/8
hard [1]  97/16
harm [1]  75/2
has [18]  1/11 1/24
 13/2 13/2 19/11 32/18
 38/11 41/16 42/4 43/2
 62/3 69/11 74/20 81/5
 81/6 93/23 93/25
 100/17
hasn't [2]  20/8 41/10
have [259] 
having [6]  22/2 24/25
 47/24 57/22 60/6
 64/17
he [69]  4/7 9/18 9/24
 9/25 11/9 11/10 11/10
 12/20 13/2 13/8 16/13
 17/19 17/20 19/24
 30/7 30/9 30/9 31/20

 31/21 31/23 31/23
 35/5 43/9 43/10 44/24
 52/6 52/7 56/10 56/15
 56/20 56/22 57/5 57/7
 57/14 57/25 58/1 58/2
 58/4 59/6 61/7 67/15
 68/2 68/3 68/6 74/11
 74/12 74/13 74/21
 76/1 76/13 76/18 77/2
 77/8 77/11 80/7 81/11
 81/12 89/16 89/18
 97/5 97/10 100/5
 100/12 100/19 101/23
 101/25 102/21 104/1
 104/2
he was [1]  81/12
he'd [3]  10/7 81/11
 81/17
he's [10]  4/9 21/21
 21/22 44/23 57/10
 67/19 77/9 79/2
 100/20 100/21
head [5]  17/11 74/17
 89/11 89/14 98/25
headed [1]  91/3
heading [9]  71/22
 72/11 72/15 72/18
 72/25 89/6 89/16 90/4
 92/1
headquarters [3] 
 89/14 90/10 90/13
hear [6]  2/14 5/7
 26/10 30/9 34/20
 68/23
heard [22]  13/14 16/7
 16/21 40/21 42/24
 43/8 64/4 64/12 64/17
 64/25 65/9 66/3 66/16
 66/19 67/14 68/21
 68/25 73/4 78/13 80/2
 84/6 86/12
hearing [4]  63/20
 66/19 69/8 84/2
heavily [1]  98/18
helmets [1]  78/10
help [4]  47/25 71/2
 71/3 99/10
helpful [1]  16/14
helping [1]  66/6
Hendrix [1]  29/1
her [2]  21/18 25/4
here [6]  9/25 25/10
 37/21 57/5 59/18
 100/20
high [1]  14/15
higher [3]  9/8 62/22
 62/23
highly [2]  91/10 96/7
him [36]  10/7 11/4
 11/4 11/19 11/21
 16/12 21/13 21/24
 22/3 27/14 27/18
 30/10 31/16 31/22
 35/4 47/22 48/19
 48/20 56/10 56/14
 59/7 61/7 68/10 80/5
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him... [12]  80/9 81/2
 81/13 81/17 81/20
 89/21 97/19 100/13
 100/14 100/15 102/20
 104/2
his [22]  11/5 11/16
 11/23 16/16 16/21
 16/22 17/4 25/2 27/17
 43/9 45/5 45/8 47/21
 56/19 67/17 81/1 97/7
 100/14 101/17 101/19
 101/21 101/23
historically [1]  40/11
hit [3]  17/19 17/20
 100/20
hm [64]  1/18 5/13
 13/16 15/22 15/24
 16/24 18/18 25/1 31/4
 36/25 39/15 40/24
 44/9 58/11 58/14
 62/13 63/5 64/14 65/2
 65/10 66/15 67/24
 69/14 70/2 70/6 70/9
 71/13 72/10 72/13
 72/16 72/21 73/6
 75/10 77/19 78/17
 78/20 79/17 80/4
 80/24 81/21 82/7 83/7
 83/13 84/9 84/24
 85/16 87/12 87/20
 88/2 91/1 92/4 95/25
 96/6 96/8 98/21 99/5
 99/17 100/8 100/11
 100/25 101/5 101/10
 102/3 102/16
hold [3]  14/18 35/22
 101/16
holding [1]  81/12
holds [1]  6/4
holistically [1]  4/25
homicide [5]  14/7
 14/23 21/11 21/16
 48/20
homicides [1]  32/21
honest [2]  9/12 54/9
Honestly [1]  77/5
honesty [5]  9/5 13/21
 35/17 35/25 40/16
Hopedale [7]  69/2
 69/3 69/6 69/21 84/4
 90/17 91/6
hopefully [2]  67/12
 101/11
hopping [1]  65/9
hot [3]  26/1 50/14
 94/14
hour [8]  3/18 4/13
 4/15 5/7 5/22 5/25
 29/12 34/11
hours [2]  33/13 90/1
house [8]  4/22 4/22
 10/8 10/8 10/11 10/11
 58/9 58/9
houses [1]  10/16

how [13]  28/13 35/15
 39/21 43/5 49/11
 53/12 62/17 63/12
 74/17 81/1 86/17 95/1
 101/21
however [1]  33/13
HQ [1]  98/25
Humphries [2]  26/11
 47/17

I
I am [2]  35/19 75/14
I appreciate [2]  26/1
 86/24
I ask [8]  46/21 51/10
 54/13 85/24 90/9
 92/17 92/24 94/7
I asked [3]  10/7
 56/14 56/21
I attend [1]  5/21
I believe [2]  84/20
 85/12
I bring [1]  12/13
I called [1]  48/19
I can [6]  32/15 43/6
 74/10 85/14 100/21
 101/18
I can't [11]  35/24
 43/5 48/10 49/22 51/5
 51/5 55/10 56/19 61/5
 61/5 93/25
I clarify [1]  57/19
I considered [1] 
 12/18
I could [4]  32/11 54/5
 74/12 101/24
I couldn't [2]  16/20
 102/20
I did [4]  13/9 31/15
 49/23 75/21
I didn't [9]  7/3 16/12
 36/16 53/24 54/2 57/7
 77/5 93/3 102/20
I do [8]  39/23 40/12
 51/8 52/2 55/9 56/10
 73/3 78/25
I don't [38]  6/9 6/20
 8/8 8/23 13/20 15/7
 21/8 25/11 25/18 26/8
 26/19 27/5 35/17
 36/20 39/18 39/18
 40/14 43/13 45/16
 48/1 48/2 48/10 59/16
 63/22 64/16 66/19
 67/19 67/21 71/7 72/3
 74/6 75/24 81/11 85/9
 86/10 92/12 99/6
 103/5
I feel [3]  5/20 74/22
 74/22
I felt [3]  19/6 43/7
 49/11
I filled [1]  29/20
I get [1]  67/6
I got [3]  4/8 45/5
 53/25

I had [2]  17/1 57/2
I have [5]  14/8 42/22
 54/9 63/10 81/23
I just [5]  8/2 45/25
 53/2 54/3 80/22
I knew [4]  22/1 54/1
 77/6 77/6
I know [6]  49/18
 55/14 55/14 91/16
 91/18 94/1
I left [1]  21/1
I made [4]  24/11
 27/12 32/6 48/21
I may [1]  64/19
I mean [7]  14/24 37/2
 39/24 41/1 42/8 43/2
 69/6
I moved [1]  100/21
I must [1]  86/7
I need [1]  65/17
I needed [1]  54/4
I now [2]  68/3 102/19
I only [3]  18/2 36/4
 45/15
I personally [1]  3/21
I please [2]  1/3 61/20
I probably [1]  41/6
I rang [1]  27/11
I recall [3]  29/3 31/22
 49/22
I received [1]  14/5
I remember [2]  69/16
 93/17
I right [1]  37/20
I said [12]  9/19 9/25
 10/1 10/6 17/15 53/24
 54/4 56/11 56/17 57/3
 57/7 77/17
I say [9]  15/14 28/9
 40/18 41/8 54/11
 67/10 77/23 98/13
 101/6
I spoke [1]  21/13
I stand [1]  42/12
I stated [1]  31/18
I take [1]  43/25
I then [1]  51/6
I therefore [1]  22/16
I think [52]  6/20
 15/14 15/25 19/25
 21/1 21/20 23/10
 24/13 24/18 24/21
 26/15 27/6 35/3 36/23
 41/16 42/5 43/15
 45/10 45/17 48/19
 48/21 49/6 51/8 51/16
 52/16 52/17 52/22
 55/17 59/13 59/15
 59/20 63/25 64/7
 64/22 67/22 68/6 72/3
 79/9 81/19 86/2 89/4
 89/10 89/12 90/11
 90/17 94/25 99/12
 100/17 102/11 102/12
 103/19 104/20
I thought [1]  17/15

I understand [1] 
 103/19
I wanted [3]  20/11
 21/21 41/9
I was [21]  8/23 10/3
 11/4 11/5 14/25 15/10
 19/5 19/10 19/13
 24/11 27/12 29/21
 32/7 41/4 41/7 43/8
 57/1 81/4 94/10 95/2
 95/12
I wasn't [5]  11/4 19/6
 29/22 43/7 58/4
I we [1]  63/17
I went [1]  21/1
I will [3]  42/20 47/15
 54/11
I would [23]  9/5
 11/11 11/21 13/25
 14/6 14/11 14/24
 23/22 23/25 24/2 32/7
 41/23 42/1 42/13 45/9
 60/5 60/9 66/18 66/22
 73/11 75/13 77/10
 80/16
I wouldn't [5]  8/16
 8/22 40/14 41/23 95/9
I'd [15]  3/24 9/22
 10/4 19/14 21/25
 23/10 24/1 29/21
 29/24 31/10 41/8
 41/12 41/24 43/20
 95/7
I'll [9]  10/1 10/6 42/1
 45/20 59/14 65/15
 65/17 97/22 100/15
I'm [43]  9/25 11/12
 16/6 18/14 21/14
 25/11 34/9 36/8 37/9
 39/19 39/25 40/13
 40/16 47/1 47/2 47/11
 47/13 47/13 51/7
 51/23 52/22 52/23
 53/1 54/9 61/17 64/3
 66/9 66/9 66/18 67/4
 68/17 70/3 70/24 72/4
 75/17 76/18 79/12
 86/2 94/6 95/1 95/12
 100/19 103/5
I've [25]  7/15 9/19
 9/21 11/17 14/14 23/2
 39/25 40/1 40/1 41/11
 47/21 51/8 54/12
 55/14 63/22 74/8 79/4
 80/15 84/19 86/7
 86/12 93/1 100/13
 100/13 100/14
I, [1]  29/20
I, when [1]  29/20
Ian [1]  17/19
ID [2]  31/3 44/12
idea [4]  4/20 47/21
 84/16 93/14
ideal [1]  43/10
ideally [1]  26/3
identification [2] 

 44/18 58/13
identify [6]  4/21 4/22
 10/13 10/25 38/3
 52/19
identifying [3]  33/6
 37/12 37/17
IDs [1]  34/2
if [135] 
Ilkeston [19]  10/3
 10/5 18/3 46/6 48/14
 48/16 48/24 57/6 69/2
 69/12 71/4 79/22
 83/15 84/12 84/17
 85/3 85/14 91/5 97/2
Ilkeston Road [13] 
 48/16 48/24 57/6 69/2
 69/12 71/4 79/22
 83/15 84/12 84/17
 85/14 91/5 97/2
imagine [3]  63/18
 67/19 80/16
immediate [4]  12/8
 28/8 88/18 88/20
immediately [6] 
 31/16 39/9 88/12
 88/19 97/3 101/13
impact [3]  16/10
 32/18 53/17
importance [1]  54/20
important [4]  4/19
 32/4 32/20 84/7
improved [2]  35/16
 78/22
improvement [1] 
 29/15
inbound [1]  71/23
incident [44]  2/22 4/2
 6/3 6/5 6/25 7/4 7/20
 7/24 8/2 8/16 9/12
 9/19 9/20 12/12 14/12
 17/18 18/1 18/3 21/20
 29/7 29/9 30/22 37/14
 38/9 42/15 43/4 49/8
 50/16 50/19 51/19
 54/8 55/2 55/6 55/8
 59/15 63/12 64/18
 71/25 73/22 74/11
 75/12 82/14 83/14
 92/12
incidents [18]  2/12
 2/20 3/20 7/14 7/17
 14/21 17/22 17/25
 29/13 29/23 29/23
 39/25 41/10 42/25
 53/16 56/25 63/13
 66/2
include [5]  5/17 5/23
 5/24 18/13 20/11
included [1]  63/4
includes [1]  44/11
including [1]  51/22
incorporated [1] 
 26/24
incrementally [1] 
 101/4
indelicate [1]  99/7
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indicate [1]  76/23
indicated [6]  28/11
 46/7 52/11 89/24
 90/15 92/1
individual [8]  51/21
 55/5 57/11 57/13 89/6
 89/15 90/4 104/3
individually [1]  65/23
individuals [1]  43/4
inexperienced [1] 
 34/23
inform [3]  31/16
 31/17 56/4
informal [1]  3/16
information [11]  8/24
 26/19 40/22 41/1
 45/14 48/7 69/16
 71/19 75/16 76/23
 91/3
Information/intellige
nce [1]  76/23
informed [15]  6/17
 18/2 18/8 18/19 19/10
 23/10 23/11 23/22
 24/1 25/4 29/23 32/5
 41/8 57/1 69/11
inhibit [2]  98/8 98/12
inhibited [1]  100/5
initial [18]  2/21 3/1
 4/7 5/20 17/1 17/1
 17/18 29/7 29/9 29/17
 33/9 56/9 56/13 62/12
 76/14 93/16 97/21
 104/9
initially [6]  2/2 46/4
 51/16 51/18 71/22
 100/14
injured [2]  55/10 77/6
injuries [4]  66/6
 88/24 96/22 96/23
injury [2]  7/17 56/22
input [1]  2/13
inputs [1]  63/23
Inquiry [2]  42/3 94/4
inspector [58]  1/4
 1/6 2/3 2/6 2/13 2/14
 2/15 2/18 2/19 3/25
 4/1 4/6 4/8 6/20 6/23
 7/25 8/5 9/16 9/18
 9/24 11/2 11/8 11/14
 11/16 11/18 11/24
 12/19 13/2 13/19
 13/22 13/24 13/25
 15/19 15/21 16/7
 16/21 18/14 19/11
 22/18 22/23 23/8
 26/10 40/3 41/9 43/20
 45/24 46/5 47/16 55/9
 56/7 57/10 61/2 67/14
 67/19 76/1 76/19
 76/25 105/3
Inspector Neil [1] 
 26/10
Inspector Peter [2] 

 4/1 4/6
Inspector Shaw [14] 
 7/25 9/16 9/18 9/24
 11/2 11/8 11/24 16/7
 19/11 55/9 56/7 57/10
 61/2 67/14
inspectors [2]  3/7
 3/13
instance [1]  22/18
instruction [1]  19/22
instructions [2]  58/2
 71/8
integrity [2]  4/23
 11/1
intelligence [4]  76/23
 89/5 90/3 91/3
intensively [1]  97/25
intent [3]  7/18 75/1
 76/16
interrupt [1]  93/3
into [10]  2/25 28/10
 45/5 45/8 60/3 69/2
 69/25 75/18 85/5
 88/15
intranet [1]  29/3
investigate [1]  32/22
Investigating [4] 
 32/1 33/2 33/4 33/17
investigation [6] 
 5/11 10/19 10/22 11/1
 32/12 32/24
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