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Wednesday, 25 March 2025 

(10.00 am) 

MS LANGDALE:  Chair, may I call, please, Emma and David

Webber.

EMMA WEBBER (sworn) 

DAVID WEBBER (sworn) 

THE CHAIR:  Yes, Ms Langdale.

Questioned by MS LANGDALE 

MS LANGDALE:  You have prepared a statement together dated

17 December 2025.  Can you each please confirm that the

contents are true and accurate as far as you're

concerned?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yes.

DAVID WEBBER:  Yes.

Q. Can I ask firstly, please, about the 13 June 2023 and

how and when you learnt about Barney's death?

DAVID WEBBER:  I'll start, shall I?  So we were in Cornwall,

and we were getting up in the morning.  Emma had to

work, I had to work.  I turned the TV on and saw the

media light up and my first instinct was to message

Barney to see if he was okay.

I messaged him, got no response.  So at one point

I thought I'll phone him, so I phoned, still got no

response, which was quite unusual, because Barney would

normally answer the phone, unlike his brother who
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wouldn't answer the phone.

So I did that, and then -- I then decided to have

a look on Find My Phone to see if I could see where he

was.  I could see he was in Ilkeston Road, but he was

quite close to his accommodation, or the phone was quite

close to his accommodation, so I didn't really think too

far beyond that.  But I started saying to Emma that I'm

not sure, we can't get hold of Barney, it's not like

him.

So the morning then went on a little bit longer and

in the end once I started seeing some more news coming

out I decided to phone.  Well, Emma phoned the NHS, the

hospital, to see if there was anything there.  I phoned

the police.  I said who I was, and said who my son was,

and I remember a distinct change in the tone from the

lady I was speaking to, who said that it was

a fast-changing scene, and there was no one that could

talk to me but someone would call me back as soon as

possible.

Q. And what time, roughly, was this, do you think?

DAVID WEBBER:  I think that would have been around about --

EMMA WEBBER:  About 9.30, 9.45.

DAVID WEBBER:  Yeah.  So Emma was on a Teams call, I think.

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah.

DAVID WEBBER:  You were actually on a call at the time with
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work, and I was preparing to go to see a client in

Cornwall.  I started to get a bit worried, and then on

the news I saw Ilkeston Road come up, and I thought hold

on a second and then started looking to see where the

phone was and thinking that's actually in a very close

location to where they're saying these attacks had

happened.

They were already talking at that point about a man

and a woman, you know, young man and woman, I think it

was.  So, yeah, I got a bit worried, said --

EMMA WEBBER:  You said, because I was on the call and you

said Barney's phone's in Ilkeston Road, and it was on --

BBC was on, and the "man and woman found dead in

Ilkeston Road", and that's when that happen, when you

said it.

DAVID WEBBER:  Yeah, I know.  And then I just saw the phone

start to move, and that's when I really panicked.

I phoned it a couple of times thinking: oh maybe he's

just there.  And we tracked the phone, watched it go all

the way to Radford Road Police Station and that's where

I think Emma was on the call and I said, "We've got to

go now", I just said, "Something is wrong," and we just

grabbed our dogs.  I think we left half our stuff in

Cornwall and had some friends go and pick it up for us,

and we just jumped in the car and drove as quickly as we
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could -- my intention was just to get to Nottingham as

quick as I could.  And then we took the call.

Q. When did you get the call from the police?

DAVID WEBBER:  I think that call would have come in at

around about -- just after 10.00.  So we'd -- we'd sort

of --

EMMA WEBBER:  We were about three miles outside of -- if you

know Cornwall -- outside of Camelford, and the phone

call came in on the speaker, and it was a lady that

turned out to be one of our Family Liaison Officers.

And --

DAVID WEBBER:  And you just know something's wrong straight

away when she asked if we were driving and I said,

"Yes."  I think I might have even said, "We're driving

to Nottingham."  And she said, "Oh is there somewhere

you can pull in that's safe?"

And I said, funnily enough we were coming to a pub

car park and I said, "Well I can pull in here," and

yeah, we pulled in and I think Emma just basically said,

"Just tell us, just tell us now."

And she just said, "Look, we have -- there's a man

who's been murdered, and basically his ID --"

EMMA WEBBER:  It's -- the driving licence says, "Barney

Webber".

DAVID WEBBER:  Then I think everything just became a blur,
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didn't it?  You screamed and jumped out of the car.

EMMA WEBBER:  In a gravel car park in Cornwall.

DAVID WEBBER:  And just broke down, and I was just speaking

to -- I was speaking to the police officer and I said,

"Look, I'm really sorry, I think we need to go."

I remember her distinctly saying, you know, "Where

are you?"  And I told her roughly where we were and she

said, "Do you want me to get the police to come and get

you?"  And I said, "No.  I can drive."

I think I even said, "I think I need to get to my

other son now," because I knew that I did not want him

hearing about it any other way.

Q. And that's what you did: went to your other son.

DAVID WEBBER:  Yes.  So luckily, if you want to call it

that, Charlie was, he was on a week's residential

holiday and they'd actually gone to Torquay to do cliff

jumping, and where they were in Torquay -- well, he

wouldn't have had his phone anyway because they were

jumping off cliffs, but he didn't have any signal, so

Emma was busy getting hold of the school to get hold of

them so that we could just get to -- get to him as quick

as possible.

Then I went -- we found out where he was, pulled

into the car park, and he was already back.  One of the

teachers that was taking it, who taught Barnaby as well,
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was in tears, and Charlie you could just see just knew

something was wrong, and we just went straight to him

and I think you were the one that just told him --

EMMA WEBBER:  (Witness nodded).

DAVID WEBBER:  -- and he just broke down and --

EMMA WEBBER:  He screamed and he was ... he was 15 years old

and he was still wet from being pulled out of the sea

and he was screaming and he was banging the side of the

school minibus and was saying, "No, no, it can't be

true, it can't be true, I can't live without him".  And

that was of one of the many awful things we've had to do

was probably right up there: having to destroy his life

and knowing we were destroying his life in that moment.

Sorry.

Q. Don't apologise at all.

THE CHAIR:  Emma, if at any stage either of you need

a break, please say.  I know it's very difficult and --

EMMA WEBBER:  We're only ten minutes in, sorry.

THE CHAIR:  Yes, but do feel that you're able to take

a break because this is very difficult for you.

EMMA WEBBER:  It is very difficult, of course.  Sorry.  You

talk.

MS LANGDALE:  Let me ask you about the FLOs.  So the Family

Liaison Officer, you referred, David, to two of them.

Who was responsible for you and liaising with you from
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the police from that first day?

DAVID WEBBER:  So we -- I think it was -- I always get them

the wrong way round, but there was Gemma and Gina, the

two FLOs, and I think was it Gemma that was the main

one?

EMMA WEBBER:  I can't --

DAVID WEBBER:  I always get them wrong --

EMMA WEBBER:  -- (overspeaking) -- both.

DAVID WEBBER:  So they both -- the lady that called me,

I think it turned out to be Gemma, and she said that

they wanted to come down to see us.  So I just said

that's absolutely fine and then we hadn't spoken to the

other FLO at that point and then they came to our house,

and basically, yeah, told us -- I mean, at this point

I think it was already all over the news, his face had

already -- I don't know how anyone found out it was him,

but clearly they did, and it was already -- I mean, we

got home, I remember sort of getting into the house at

about two o'clock and the doorbell rang and I thought:

ooh, you know, family are getting here quite quickly,

and I opened the door and it was a reporter.  So I just

said, "I don't think it's an appropriate time" and shut

the door.

Q. You, as parents, were clearly facing everyone's worst

reality in that situation.  How was it having reporters
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or people approaching you at that time?

EMMA WEBBER:  It's -- we had -- we had my dad and our

friend, Michelle, kind of bodyguarding, bouncing on our

driveway, so they kept everyone away.  And I think we

were just -- it was bad, but I think because they kept

them away, didn't -- we weren't that aware of it, and we

knew, I suppose, because my background working in media

and comms, we knew, you know, that it would be out

everywhere.  So we took the decision to do a complete

media blackout for I think it was about two weeks before

we ever even looked at anything.  So whilst it was

intrusive, it was more important that we had our family

and our friends arriving in there with us.

Q. How quickly did you make contact with other bereaved

families?

EMMA WEBBER:  Actually, it wasn't me making contact; it was

Sinéad, Grace's mum, who asked to our Family Liaison

Officers if she could have my number.  And of course, of

course I said yes.  And she messaged me, I remember

I was in my bedroom, and she messaged on that Tuesday

night, and then we began, ever since then, I've never

looked back at that first message -- I don't think

I ever want to -- but that's when we first communicated.

And then when we met them was the next day.

Q. When did you first meet the Coates boys?
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EMMA WEBBER:  At the city centre vigil, which I think it was

the 15th.  I remember meeting James.  There was a sea of

Nottingham Forest shirts, and I remember meeting him and

everyone is -- we were all utterly shellshocked, but

I do clearly remember meeting one of Ian's grandsons who

is Lee's son.  I think he was 11 at the time, but that's

when we were -- we were never properly introduced we had

a sort of very brief meeting with them then, or a brief

hello.

Q. Can I ask to have a look at a particular document,

please, WITN0289002, page 15, and Emma, this is

a reflection of a call, DC Farrell's entered a call that

she's had with you, and it's at a time when you're

preparing and arranging your son's funeral.  And it

records here:

"The Webber family would like to pay tribute to Ian

in the ceremony for Barney.  They have arranged for

Nottingham Forest to send them a shirt and a scarf to

place in the Minster in memory of Ian -- Emma has asked

if Ian's family would be happy with this?  Emma would

also like to know how they can contribute in terms of

flowers or other means?  They are aware of the funeral

date of 12th July.

"The Webber family would like to make

a statement/comment for the funeral, public or
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otherwise.  Can Ian's family confirm [whether] they

[would] ... be happy with [that]?"

So you, in all of the anguish of preparing for your

son's funeral, were thinking about them or that

situation that they were in; is that right?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yes.  And obviously the same with Grace, and

it's -- it's never been any different.

Q. That can come down, please.  Did you in fact -- were you

provided with their details or contact details at that

point, or not?

EMMA WEBBER:  No.

DAVID WEBBER:  No.

EMMA WEBBER:  No, and we did enquire after them.  We did ask

for our numbers to be given to them if they wanted to,

at any time, contact us, in any way, any forum, and we

were told on a number of occasions that the Coates

family wish you well but they're very private and they

wish to, you know, continue to process things in that

way.

So of course I respected that, as did David.

DAVID WEBBER:  (Witness nodded).

Q. And it may have been different, of course, between

Elaine Newton and the boys, as we heard yesterday from

the boys, how much they appreciated having, as they

described, the unwanted family, because you've all been
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brought together out of these events, but the support

you've offered each other, how would you describe that?

EMMA WEBBER:  It's a solidarity and it's an understanding

that, unless you're the Coates, the Kumars, or the

Webbers, you can't possibly understand, but it isn't

just a tragedy.  I think what we've realised is -- I've

put this in something to say at the end but I'll say it

now -- is that with all of them unreservedly there's --

there's such humanity and such goodness and I'm so

grateful and blessed to have them in my life, but I --

I dearly wish that they weren't.

All that being said, maybe we would have met the

Kumars anyway because of Barnaby and Grace's friendship

but I thank God for them and they've held us up, and

I think at times we've been able to do the same.

Q. The 14th June, the vigil held in Nottingham, can you

tell us about that?

DAVID WEBBER:  So, yeah, we went to the vigil -- so the

University said they were putting on a small vigil in

Nottingham for Barney and Grace, and we decided -- well,

we went and it was all a bit of a fluster, I have to be

honest, because when we went up, I mean I think it's

probably quite well documented I'd forgotten my suit and

everything because I just literally was just in a world

of my own. 
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EMMA WEBBER:  And flip flops.

DAVID WEBBER:  And ended turning up in flip flops, which

probably wasn't what I'd normally do.  But yeah, it was

just a bit of a whirlwind and I remember the drive up,

we stopped in the services, and we had Barnaby's

godmother with us, and I went to go into the services to

go to the toilet and I wanted a bottle of water, so

I went to walk into the shop, and I just remember Abbey

walking out the other way, Barney's godmother, and

grabbing me and just turning me around and saying, "I'll

get it, just get back in the car".

And I asked her afterwards why and she said,

"Barnaby's face is all over the stands, on the front of

every page of every newspaper, and you don't want to see

that."

And I said, "No don't."

And then we went on and then we got to Nottingham,

the first person we met was Kate Meynell, and we'll come

onto that in a minute, and then we walked up and I just

remember walking up to the -- up to where it was being

held, the vigil, and we turned round the corner and

I was expecting a few hundred people and I don't -- it

was a lot more than that.  There was just a sea of

people there and it was deadly quiet and all I could

hear was sobbing and crying and then we walked and sat
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down and then, yeah, sat there and just shortly after,

Sanjoy and Sinéad and James --

EMMA WEBBER:  No, James wasn't there.

DAVID WEBBER:  Oh no, James wasn't there on that one, but

Sanjoy and Sinéad turned up and, yeah, and it was a bit

of a surreal day, I think it -- 

Q. You convey in the pen portrait of Barnaby's life how

proud he was to have got to the University, being in the

cricket team, many friends, celebrating the end of his

first year in that week in June.

Did you get a sense from that vigil of the impact it

had had on others around him, other students and those

students who were there, either knew them or could very

quickly relate to their lives and experiences at

Nottingham?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah, very, very much so.  You could see, and

you could feel, it's almost like a visceral, like

a febrile atmosphere of shock and horror and abject

sadness, and already all the flowers and the tributes

and I always remember reading Nathan, who was one of

Barnaby's really good friends, they became really good

friends really quickly in the cricket team, he'd written

this lovely little note and it just said: "Barnaby, I'll

miss you, I'll miss your personality and your stupidly

straight teeth.  And I'll do Zante 2024 for us both."
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And I think that's when it started to hit home of,

you know, the impact that he'd already had on the

community he had made there, and it's so hard, it's so

devastating.

DAVID WEBBER:  Yeah.

Q. When did you first learn that VC had been a student at

the University as well?

DAVID WEBBER:  I think the -- there was a comment made at

the vigil on the 15th.

EMMA WEBBER:  It was in the city centre vigil.

DAVID WEBBER:  In the city centre vigil which --

EMMA WEBBER:  Was it one of the faith speakers?

DAVID WEBBER:  I think it was -- I think it actually might

have been the Vice Chancellor or whatever from the

University made a comment that --

Q. It was a different Vice Chancellor, wasn't it, at the

time, wasn't it, to the one that has given evidence?

DAVID WEBBER:  Yeah, I believe so.  I don't think I paid

much attention to it, to be honest.

EMMA WEBBER:  I did.  It floored me.

DAVID WEBBER:  Yeah, but they just mentioned that they were

trying to come to terms with the fact that he was a past

student and I think it just sort of went straight over

my head at the time.

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah, it floored me because we had never been
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told, the police hadn't told us, the University hadn't

told us, and they should have.  You've already had

Claire Thompson in the very first week who was the

person assigned to look after us, and we knew nothing of

her previous interactions, but I think of everything

that she said, the one thing that really hurts the most

is that they didn't -- they must have chosen not to tell

us that the murderer of our child was a student there as

well.  But that's when we found out.

Q. Do you think there would have been an opportunity for

her to tell you that on the day of the vigil --

EMMA WEBBER:  Yes.

Q. -- do you think that that should have been relayed even

there?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yes, because we were there by lunchtime on the

14th.  So we had the 14th, we had the vigil at the

University, we had the evening there and then we had all

of the next day until we went to the --

Q. The one in Market Square --

EMMA WEBBER:  The city, yeah, the Market Square.  So the

university and the police also had ample opportunity to

at least tell us that.

Q. When you were staying over in Nottingham, I think that's

where you met the Chief Constable, was it, in a hotel or

somewhere there; tell us about that.
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EMMA WEBBER:  Well, as David said, literally the first

person we saw when we got out, it's called the Orchard

Hotel and it's on campus at the University and we walked

into the reception and the very first person that came

up to us was the Chief Constable Kate Meynell, she

hugged us, she had tears in her eyes, and she said,

"I am so, so sorry for this awful thing that's happened

to you, but we've got him, and he'll go down."

And I think that was the moment in my head I had to

not even think about the horror of the crime, and so

I sort of parked the policing side of it in that regard

then.

Q. Did you get any comfort from the message "We've got

him"?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah.

Q. And, I suppose, "He'll go down"?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah.

Q. But you thought they'd understood what had happened and

they'd got the right person?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yes, absolutely.

Q. You met the Senior Investigating Officer Detective

Superintendent Leigh Sanders, I think, on

12 September 2023, and he visited you at your home with

the FLOs; is that right?

DAVID WEBBER:  Yes.
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EMMA WEBBER:  Yes.

Q. Can you tell us what you remember of that first meeting

with him and what was communicated to you?

DAVID WEBBER:  I think the first meeting we had with him, he

was setting the scene of who he was, who VC was, and he

was telling us, you know, we got the "sofa surfer"

comment that he was of no fixed abode, and he had family

all around the country and would sleep on people's

sofas.  So we just got this sort of image of a sort

of -- well a homeless person who just basically sort of

moved around the country.

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah, I asked a question, I said, "So you're

saying he's a sofa surfer, so he doesn't have any fixed

abode.  Is he homeless?"

And he said "No, no, he just has a nomadic

lifestyle."

And I remember saying:

"So he didn't have a property in Nottingham?"

"No, he was a sofa surfer."

And that was repeated right up until we were finally

told in our meeting on 7th December that he actually had

premises in Nottingham and he'd been evicted on

11th November.

Q. So what image did that meeting create for you about the

attacker, then, the sofa surfer nomadic?  What were you
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thinking about that?

EMMA WEBBER:  Well, I think it was so difficult because,

we -- to be clear, we did -- I think, you know, by then

we would have known his name and seen that face.  But it

was very difficult -- it's a difficult balance, which

I understand the police have to manage, of detail.

However, we were asking very clear, obvious questions

about where he lived.  We wanted to know his age, his

background, and where did he work?  Did he -- you know,

what jobs and stuff did he do, and where had he been

prior?  And none of that was really, really made

available to us, was it?

DAVID WEBBER:  (Witness shook head).

EMMA WEBBER:  I think we were told he didn't have a job.  We

certainly weren't told about the incident in the factory

in Leicestershire, and that would have been a clear

opportunity to do that.  So we were being painted

a picture of somebody who was nomadic, of no real

career, purpose, and lifestyle.

Q. Any mention about mental health or anything like that in

that first meeting?

EMMA WEBBER:  Not that I can distinctly recall enough to

give evidence on.  If there -- I suppose when somebody

has committed a crime like that, in cold blood, there's

the understanding or on my part there would be the
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assumption that they would not be mentally well.  I

cannot see a reason for anyone with rational thought to

do something like that.  But with detail, did you --

DAVID WEBBER:  No, I didn't.  I don't remember any comment

about that.  I think I was quite fixated at the time on

trying to find out about this warrant that was

outstanding for him, and that was sort of, I know --

I remember at the time that was sort of mainly what

I remember from the meeting is just trying to get that

information and not getting that information.

Q. You began, did you, when you first met the police and

when you got this horrific call and information, did you

begin with a position of trust, as far as the police

were concerned, that they would tell you what you were

asking and what you would want to know?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yes.

DAVID WEBBER:  Yes, yeah.

Q. We know from your statements, David in particular, that

rumours began to circulate, information became known to

you about this warrant.  Can you just tell us when you

had an inkling or some knowledge of a warrant being out

in relation to VC and to his arrest?

DAVID WEBBER:  So exactly, so there was rumours that were

flying around that there was a warrant for his arrest

that was outstanding.  I then distinctly remember having
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a conversation with Sanjoy, because I remember walking

around my garden talking to him the day before, and we

were discussing this alleged warrant that was there.

Q. Roughly when are we talking about?

DAVID WEBBER:  This was the day before.  This was the day

before, that Leigh Sanders came to our kitchen --

Q. So September?

DAVID WEBBER:  Yeah, yeah.  So we were discussing it and

neither of us had a straight yes or no answer, which was

a bit strange because we thought well it's actually

it's -- either a yes or it's no.

So I said to Sanjoy "I'm just going to ask him

outright when he's in the kitchen," which I did, and

I seem to remember -- I definitely didn't get a "Yes" or

"No" answer, but I think I got a very wishy-washy answer

back.  I can't quite remember what it was but I know

that I was not walking out of that kitchen thinking

there was a warrant for him.

EMMA WEBBER:  I can remember passing references to -- there

was an incidence when he was brought into custody but

then released and there was -- but it was -- there was

reference to it, but had we been told that there was

a warrant for his arrest that was never executed with no

bail for the violent assault of an emergency worker, we

would have remembered it, despite our grief, our horror
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and our shock, we would have remembered that.

Q. Do you understand, and would you have understood then,

the significance of not backed for bail on any warrant?

If somebody said to you "It's not backed for bail,"

would you have known what that meant?

DAVID WEBBER:  I don't know if I would have understood it

completely but --

EMMA WEBBER:  But we would have asked the question.

DAVID WEBBER:  But I'd have asked the question.

EMMA WEBBER:  And my assumption would have been, as I would

imagine many people, if you're not backed for bail, that

adds a level of seriousness to why you're wanted.

Q. And if you were told there was a warrant for arrest,

there is a significant difference between that and

a warrant not backed for bail, knowing that someone has

got to be taken to court, arrested, detained, taken to

court before anything happens next.

When did you appreciate it was not backed for bail

and what the process would have required, in terms of

duty solicitor, appearing before a magistrate, likely

Mental Health Act assessment?  When did you fully

understand that?

EMMA WEBBER:  I think it might have, for me, this Inquiry.

DAVID WEBBER:  I was about to say I think it's this

Inquiry --
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EMMA WEBBER:  To see --

DAVID WEBBER:  I've had it explained a few times but --

EMMA WEBBER:  -- on the much shown NICHE rebuilt system,

"Not backed for bail", I'm pretty certain that's where

that phrase, that first use of words, it's the first

time aware of not backed for bail.

Q. And you were obviously at the time unhappy about the

press release that Assistant Chief Constable Griffin had

given relating to that time and saying, effectively,

there wouldn't have been a custodial sentence if he had

been brought before a court.

Do you understand now that the picture is broader

than that?  It's not about being sentenced for that

assault; it's what the court would have done, given

there was that assault pending, and add also another one

that he'd just committed in Arvato premises.

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah, and all the history, and I think with

respect to Rob Griffin -- and we heard it here,

I believe again this week -- is that where I'm aware of

the statement of "It wouldn't have made any difference

anyway" type effect was after and around the hearing in

January '24?

DAVID WEBBER:  Well, I think it was before that --

(overspeaking) --

EMMA WEBBER:  It might have gone out but that's when I was
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aware of it.

DAVID WEBBER:  Yeah, but I think from my perspective the --

I find it very offensive when people say things like

that because it's, actually, that's not really the

point; the point is you didn't do your job.

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah, it's misleading.

DAVID WEBBER:  If you'd done your job, you don't know what

would have happened, so --

EMMA WEBBER:  How dare he?

DAVID WEBBER:  -- now we've had it explained to us here in

the Inquiry by all of you guys and what that really

means, you think to yourself: well actually it could

have made quite a big difference.

Q. And at the time, David, I think you were picking up as

well the sliding doors reference, talking about sliding

doors, you didn't particularly appreciate that even

before knowing these events, did you?

Can you unpack why you didn't like the reference to

sliding doors in the context of this case?

DAVID WEBBER:  I don't -- I didn't -- so sliding doors, it

seemed to just trivialise what's happened to our son, to

Grace, to Ian, and to the three survivors.  It just

seemed to make it seem like it was -- oh it was just an

accident, you know --

Q. Wrong place, wrong time --
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DAVID WEBBER:  Yeah.

Q. Nothing could have been different.

DAVID WEBBER:  And I find, you know, I'm quite

a straightforward person, I don't like all -- you know,

I don't like -- I like to deal in fact, and to me it's

just actually, if you'd done everything you were meant

to do and this had still happened, then potentially that

could be, you know, then there's nothing we can say,

you've done everything you should have done, and then

you can make -- well, you wouldn't need to make

a comment because you wouldn't be saying it would have

made no difference.

So I find it very difficult when people want to talk

about things that may or may not have made a difference.

Everyone becomes an expert when half of them don't have

the real information that they probably should have

before they make an assumption.

Q. On the point of information, knowing what you know now,

what do you think you should have been told at that

first meeting in September with the Senior Investigating

Officer about the police's previous involvement with VC?

DAVID WEBBER:  We should have been told the truth.  We

should have been told "This is what's happened."  Much

like we now have here, we should have been told.  They

knew at that point, so they should have just told us the
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truth.  And I know, you know, some of the excuses I've

heard, you know, is: well, they didn't want to know,

they didn't want to know.  I find that a little bit

offensive.

EMMA WEBBER:  A little bit?

DAVID WEBBER:  Well, it's clearly offensive.

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah.

DAVID WEBBER:  But, you know, if we had known at the time

that all of this history sat there and the warrant was

outstanding and that the Leicestershire incident was

literally the month before, and now knowing that the

actual full details were given to Leicestershire Police

on 24th May and you're thinking, well, hold on a second,

that tells me that there's a pretty good chance,

actually he wouldn't have been on the streets on the

12th or 13th of June, and, you know, Barney, Grace, Ian

and the other guys would have just carried on their day

as normal. 

So again, it comes back to that.  Just tell the

truth, and I find it very hard when people just want to

protect their own position.

EMMA WEBBER:  I believe, and I -- I believe, this is my

opinion, that the Nottinghamshire Police Force actively

chose not to tell us that information, and all of the

excuses that have been used about trying to protect us
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and not tell us, and manage us, is insulting, because we

have and had the right to know that, and clearly, had we

known that, even in our deepest grief and shock, we

would have obviously been asking many more questions.

And could I just make a comment just about that one

meeting we had in our home with the Senior Investigating

Officer, with Leigh Sanders?  His demeanour, his

approach, was much like we saw when he gave evidence

here: very forthright, very confident, but also very

opinionated.  And he was very, very clear that this

individual was evil -- he used that word -- was awful,

had continued to be -- I can remember him telling us he

continued to be awful in custody, that they had so much

evidence that it was clear-cut murder, and that he went

into some detail with us about his surprise that he

hadn't been shot, and that he was only tasered.

I just feel it's important to make that point

because with that approach and what we've been told, we

were still, in September, under the -- what is now the

delusion -- that the full and proper weight of our

criminal justice system would be applied.  So there was

nothing to make us question more.

Q. Dealing with the point, Emma, about whether you should

have been told there and then about police interactions

with VC before then and knowing where that might have
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taken you -- to the fact that things should or -- were

very different or could have been or could have been

very different, what would your advice be to officers

now who may be in situations where they're dealing with

people in their worst reality, with grief, unimaginable

grief for others, what is the advice to them about how

that should be approached, giving more bad news?  More

bad news about what happened and how things might have

been different?  How could that have been staged or

presented to you where you were ready to accept it,

wanted to accept it, and everybody knew its impact?

EMMA WEBBER:  Can I just say two things and then I'm sure

Dave has got much more that he can add, but it's

something that the Chair has asked already, I think when

you're victim, as we, you know, as we are, what happens

is -- and it's often used in the press releases in

horrors and tragedies, especially trained officers are

assigned to look after the families, and these are

Family Liaison Officers, but these are police officers,

and I don't believe they're there to advocate for the

families, the victims.  They are there to advocate for

the police force, clearly, and as kind and caring and as

much as they try to do, they are still there to serve

the police force.

So I believe in that instance when you're the victim
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of such a heinous crime, to have no advocacy available

to you is something that needs to be addressed because

that would make a very big difference because those

people, that person, perhaps, might be able to make that

judgment of what you must be told and what you

mustn't -- aren't ready to hear.

Nothing can be worse than being told as a parent

your child is dead.  So therefore, having to hear that

the individual that did it had a history, and that there

were mistakes and, you know, clear evidence of police

failures, then even if you don't want to hear it, then

I do believe it should at least be put in writing so

that it's there, because we were doing an awful lot of

"We were told this, they said that, this what the FLOs

put in their notes".

We can only give you the evidence of what we heard

and what we interpreted, but that's what I think.

DAVID WEBBER:  I think it just comes back down to --

EMMA WEBBER:  It's candour, isn't it?

DAVID WEBBER:  -- duty of candour, tell us the truth, just

be honest.  You know, because -- I mean, watching it

now, it is just, you know, it's everyone trying to cover

up, it's all slippery shoulders, "It's not my fault,

it's his fault" and actually hold on a second, it's just

with us as the victims, we just want to know the truth.
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I'm not trying to -- I don't want to catch anyone out,

I'm not interested in doing that; I want to get to the

truth of how my son was murdered, why my son was

murdered, you know, and then you can start to piece it

together, and it'll be painful and it'll probably take

the rest of my life, and I probably will never come to

terms with it -- in fact, I know I'll never come to

terms with it -- but the reality is if you're told the

truth, you know, we're intelligent human beings, as much

as it's going to hurt, as Emma said, it's not going to

hurt as much as that news that was delivered on the 13th

in the morning.  So for me it just starts to get me to

understand how something has happened.

And also, for them, and it gets them to understand

how actually, you've made these mistakes, all these

institutions have made mistakes.  How do you learn?

Because you talk about lessons learned, you don't.  You

never have.  You never will.  So actually, the way to do

it is to be honest and then, you know, we can't have

a public inquiry every time this sort of thing happens.

It just needs to stop.

Q. Just picking up on the point you make about the police

Liaison Officers, the Family Liaison Officers, Emma,

WITN0289003, page 1.

Without going into the detail of discrepancies and
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details, as we see from this, it's something that you

raise, and is the case that you weren't all getting

information at the same time to the same level of detail

because you had different FLOs; is that an accurate

summary?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yes.

DAVID WEBBER:  Yes.

EMMA WEBBER:  Yes.

Q. What was your concern about that, Emma?  What was the

impact of that?

EMMA WEBBER:  Well, I think it goes to show that we --

clearly because we were in communication with the

Kumars, which isn't always the case when there's, I

suppose, multiple victims, you could hear -- you could

have hearsay, you could have second-hand information and

it's so important that you get the right information

delivered properly, comprehensively at the right time,

and there's countless evidence in our evidence folder

where we were given different variations than I know

Sanjoy and Sinéad, and I now know historically, as we

heard yesterday, with James and Darren and Lee and

Elaine, and it's so important that you might be an

operational officer and you're in different departments

and you have different shifts, but, you know, but grief

and tragedies and murders don't have a 9 to 5 schedule
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and it's got to be better.

Q. Thank you.  That can come down now.  You tell us at

paragraph 32 of your statement, that:

"The first interaction with the police which

involved any disclosure of VC's mental health occurred

on 4th October 2023."

And you were "in the car on the way to a concert

when DC Farrell called."  And I think you put the call

on speaker.  Can you remember that?  Do you want me to

take you to the paragraph or can you remember that call

now?

EMMA WEBBER:  I can remember it clearly.

Q. Tell us, then.

EMMA WEBBER:  We were driving to Frome.  If anyone knows how

far away Frome is from Taunton in Somerset, it was

a long old drive and we were chatting away and we had

the phone call and put it on speaker, and I can remember

our FLO saying, "Right, the defence have played their

hand.  They're going down a diminished route but we're

not taking any of that.  The CPS, we're going to --"

what was the word?  "We're going to push back against

that".

DAVID WEBBER:  Yeah, they weren't accepting it, they were

saying.

EMMA WEBBER:  And, you know, it was a short, quite a short
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telephone call on speakerphone.  I didn't at that point

in time even know what diminished responsibility meant.

I didn't know.  Sadly, I know all too well now, but

I didn't, and they said, "Well, they've played their

hand, but we're pushing back."  Again, it plays again

into, "well, our trust is in the criminal justice system

and the CPS to be doing the right thing".

Q. Arising from that, you requested a meeting and had

a meeting with the CPS; is that right?  On 28 November?

EMMA WEBBER:  It wasn't arising from the call on the 4th of

October because I think that happened, and from what

I've just said, we almost dismissed it.  It did not

register.  The significance of those few minutes of

conversation clearly didn't register with us.  I think

it was used this week that "the families failed to

absorb", which I found insulting.

It's hard enough in the situation we're in, but if

we're failing to absorb it's because you're not giving

us the information properly.  It's not our fault; it's

not our failure.  So we clearly didn't have

an understanding of the potential of that brief phone

call.

Q. When did you start to realise the significance of that,

and effectively move to the meetings in November?  What

happened?
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EMMA WEBBER:  No, it was in that meeting, the first ever

meeting with the CPS, online, Teams call, with Sanjoy

and Sinéad and ourselves and Julian Hendy from Hundred

Families, who we had to fight to be allowed into that

meeting.

Q. Well, let's look at the emails that deal with that,

CPSE0002419.  So CPSE0002419, page 2.  You have asked,

if we go to page 2 first, please, they're the wrong way

round -- you had asked that Julian Hendy could come with

you to the meeting, couldn't you, didn't you?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah.

Q. Just briefly, why did you ask that?  Why did you want

him to come and how had you made contact with him?

EMMA WEBBER:  Because, as I've already alluded, you have no

real advocacy as a victim and the police are the police,

and so Julian had made contact with us from Hundred

Families, and he was the first I call "hand on shoulder"

that we had, and kind of gave us an understanding of

what -- because his father was murdered by stabbing, I

can't remember how long ago it was.  So Julian became

the first person to become a bit of an advocate for us,

so therefore we'd already knew we needed -- we needed

somebody who had more understanding than we did with us,

and there was a pushback clearly to not have him in, and

then, as is clear with me, I'll push back again, because
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this is so important.  Can't, you know, miss the

opportunity to have someone who might understand better

than David and I there.  So this is said.  This speaks

for itself, I think.

Q. Tell us what this says.  We can see it but it's your

words.  What did you make of that when you got it back?

EMMA WEBBER:  It's the usual.  It's, you know, the relation

to, you know, Mr Sanders, Leigh Sanders we'll speak to

him separately and have a meeting following that.

And --

Q. They didn't want him to be there.

EMMA WEBBER:  It was clear.

DAVID WEBBER:  They didn't want him there -- (overspeaking)

--

EMMA WEBBER:  They didn't want Julian there.

DAVID WEBBER:  No.

EMMA WEBBER:  I can't understand why.  I still don't

understand why.

Q. They wanted to introduce the lawyers and prosecution

counsel to you "to explain the court process ... to

explain some of the law involved in the case ..."

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah.

Q. "... if requested."  You obviously --  

EMMA WEBBER:  Can I just -- what we faced when we went into

that meeting was not an introduction.  That was a slam

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

    35

dunk of this is going to become -- this is a massive

turning point in all of this.  So that's what we were

heading into.  Clearly, we had no idea.  They didn't

infer that what we were really heading into wasn't

an introduction, it was -- I think it's also worth

pointing out that I think the pre-trial hearing, if

that's what it's called, was on something -- was it the

28th of --

Q. Yes.

EMMA WEBBER:  28th November, and the suggestion had been

made to us that we could have our first ever meeting

with this introduction an hour before online.  I suspect

Sinéad and Sanjoy can confirm that as well and that

didn't feel right then, so we did ask for it to be

brought forward and we were granted that on the Friday

before.  So bear in mind this is the Friday with the

morning scheduled for the 28th on the Tuesday.  So this

is the timescale.

Q. If we go to page 1 of the same document, please, we see

your response to the refusal to have Mr Hendy with you.

"I'm afraid I'm not prepared to accept this.  We are

entitled to appropriate support at important meetings

and as such I want Julian there.

"I do not want to escalate this as it's already

causing extreme stress however if I need to I will, and
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however high I need to."

And then you get a response if we can go, please,

HMCP0000312, page 1, apologised in paragraph 3: 

"... for the upsets ... caused you ... hopefully can

move forward ..."

And "A positive change ..."

"Your request was discussed with the Chief Crown

Prosecutor.  The CPS wanted me to convey to you that the

only reason they didn't initially agree with the request

was because of concerns around privacy and the risk that

anything discussed outside the meeting could potentially

jeopardise the proceedings."

So you pushed for it, and then it happened.  As

somebody in your situation, victims, bereaved parents,

what was it that made you consider one, in the first

place that you needed and wanted the support of Julian

Hendy at the meeting?  What had you already sensed or

picked up?  And secondly, how did you view this U-turn

in terms of the refusal at the beginning?

EMMA WEBBER:  I suppose, with hindsight, there must have

been some red flags, there must have been some

underlying concerns.  Perhaps, Dave -- I can only give

that as the explanation.  There must have been an

instinct that something wasn't perhaps quite right?

DAVID WEBBER:  I think it's exactly that.  I think we
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sniffed it wasn't right.  There was something going on

that wasn't correct.  How could something go from one

side to the other that quickly with really very little

explanation?  So from our perspective it just didn't

feel right.  You know, we'd been quite honest, certainly

for myself and Emma's point of view, we don't understand

this world, and we wanted someone like Julian there who

did understand it, and we were blessed because we had

Sanjoy and Sinéad, and Sanjoy especially, because he

understood this world, but we also appreciated that

Sanjoy was in a lot of pain at the time and, you know,

we wanted someone else just to listen and give their

opinion as to what was being said and probably

real-world experience of what that actually means in the

long term.  So hence why we wanted Julian to sit in with

us.

Q. That can come down, please.  How was that meeting, when

you had it?  What do you remember about it?

EMMA WEBBER:  Do you know, I can remember, because it was

a Teams meeting, I can remember seeing Sanjoy's face, in

a nice way, when they announced that the decision seemed

to have been made to accept diminished responsibility,

plea of manslaughter, and I saw Sanjoy's face and the

reaction, and the, I suppose, unfolding horror, and in

my head it's like -- it was like a ringing, I could just
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hear the words "manslaughter" and that's the first time

that that had even entered my head.

DAVID WEBBER:  Yes, yeah.  I think it's exactly that.  It's

a bit of a state of shock because you've --

EMMA WEBBER:  Yes.

DAVID WEBBER:  -- set yourself up for this is what we're

doing, it's three counts of murder, three counts of

attempted murder and this is where we're going and this

its what we're --

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah.

DAVID WEBBER:  -- and then all of a sudden it's a complete

U-turn, "no, actually, we're going to do this now" and

we've had no chance to really discuss it with them and

to go into the detail of how they got to their decision.

Q. On the 24th, had you seen any psychiatric report or was

that the first time you were told about the psychiatric

reports on that Teams meeting?

EMMA WEBBER:  We -- on that short phone call on 4 October --

Q. Yes.

EMMA WEBBER:  -- we'd been told that the defence were

playing their hand and that they'd had a report on his

mental health in.  But with regards to detail, it was

not until then, and I cannot recall anything in between

4 October and 24 November whatsoever.  If it was said to

us, I do not remember it.  And I don't believe it was

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

    39

written anywhere either because I certainly don't recall

reading anything.

Q. How long was the meeting on 24 November, the Teams

meeting?  Roughly?  An hour?

DAVID WEBBER:  Yeah, I'd say about an hour.

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah.

Q. How many of you were on the call?  Yourselves,

Julian Hendy, the Kumars?

DAVID WEBBER:  Yeah, then there was the prosecution

barrister.

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah, so the prosecution team introduced

themselves.  Our Family Liaison Officers, I think Sanjoy

and Sinéad's Family Liaison Officers.  What I do

remember from that meeting when it was all unfolding was

asking the question: "Have the Coates family been

invited to this meeting?  And why aren't they here?"

And I can remember distinctly a very pregnant pause

and sort of shuffling in seats, and then I think the

answer came along something like "No, they want this to

be given -- information to be given to them by their

Family Liaison Officer" or by Leigh Sanders, I can't

remember, but that was the answer we were given.  But we

did ask: "Had they been invited?"  I distinctly remember

that.

Q. Paragraph 39 of your statement, you refer to the hearing
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taking place on 28 November.  Emma, you chose not to

attend.  David you did attend remotely.

DAVID WEBBER:  Remotely, yes.

Q. So it was possible to do that, the court arranged that?

DAVID WEBBER:  Yes, yeah, the court arranged for me to be

able to ...

Q. What did you learn from that hearing, David?

DAVID WEBBER:  From memory it was a very -- because we'd at

that point told them that we didn't accept that this was

the way forward, and we wanted them to pause and

basically take time, because it felt at the time that it

was all very rushed.  There was no -- everything just

seemed to be just going at such a pace.  It just -- it

felt not right to us, you know.  I mean, to be as blunt

as this, I couldn't bring Barney back so time didn't

matter at this point; I wanted it to be done properly

and if it took longer, it took longer.

But yeah, the hearing from memory was just --

I watched it, Mr Khalil basically had taken on board

what we said and said that they wanted to see another

report.

Q. Dr Latham's report.

DAVID WEBBER:  Dr Latham's report.

Q. A further psychiatric report.

DAVID WEBBER:  Absolutely, yeah, which didn't seem to go
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down very well with the defence and they seemed to be

almost saying, "Well, we need to get this over and done

with, you know."  It felt just --

EMMA WEBBER:  Hurried.

DAVID WEBBER:  -- it felt very hurried, very rushed and just

didn't feel correct at all.

Q. We know after the meeting, if we can go to WITN0289014,

page 1, after the meeting and after the hearing.  This

is an email to you, David.  An update from the CPS and

the SIO, and to offer a meeting "next week".

"The reason for the update [we see in paragraph 2]

is that after Court this week, things are obviously

progressing in terms of the preparation of a further

Psychiatric report to be completed by 15th December ...

and the thought is that it would benefit [to] you to

have a timeline of the investigation and a timeline of

the mental health of the defendant - and a meeting with

you to go through this.  [The SIO was] able to see you

at home, or you are welcome to come to Nottinghamshire

Police Headquarters ..."

"Also", if we see further down:

"... the CPS have offered a further meeting to go

through Dr Blackwood's report." 

DAVID WEBBER:  Yeah.

Q. Next paragraph:
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"... meetings with the SIO and CPS respectively

would need to be before 15th December."

Then over the page, second paragraph:

"... no issue in the case regarding the defendants

actions.  The evidence to that effect is compelling."  

What did you take from the whole of this letter, and

that in particular that's highlighted?

DAVID WEBBER:  So I took from that that it -- basically

there was no defence, in the sense of what he'd done,

other than the diminished responsibility line, which

I was then told "Well, that's -- it's diminished

responsibility; it's not extinguished responsibility".

And yeah, we took it that the report that was --

I mean, I'm just going back to Dr Latham's report on the

other page, just trying to get my head into gear on this

one.  When that report was requested, we wanted that

report, and I remember Sanjoy specifically putting down

exactly what we as families wanted, the main thrust

of it being we wanted to understand on the day what his

-- you know, what was his mental state of mind?  Because

we knew that you cannot be continually in a state of

psychosis, you have to ebb and flow, and so what was

actually on the day, where was he?

And we didn't believe that the other reports would

have picked that up because it didn't seem that they --
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they were -- it was all just felt it wasn't -- just

didn't feel right.  They were making assumptions about

something when they weren't even there.  And that's

where we sort of, I suppose, if you look at us as

families, that's where we would bow down to Sanjoy and

Sinéad as experts in that field, the medical field.

Because it's all new to me.

But yeah, it just -- the whole thing just didn't --

again, all I can remember, it's such a long time ago, is

nothing felt right.  It just -- it just felt like they

just wanted this to go away as quick as possible, and

they'd sort of got three psychiatrists basically saying,

"Yeah, you know, you can do this, that's the really easy

way of getting rid of them", and that's what it felt

like.  The whole thing just felt like it was just "Let's

rush this through as quick as possible and this problem

will go away from us."

Q. And you had a meeting, didn't you, on 7 December 2023.

There's a typed version and you were also taking notes

of it, David.  I'll come to your notes after the typed

version, if I may.  WITN0289004, page 1, please.

Here we see who is present at the meeting.  So

prosecution, yourselves, the Senior Investigating

Officer.

So in this detailed note we see various points are
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being raised by all of the contributors and all of you

as parents of the deceased, and if we go, please, to

page 2, Emma, we see a contribution from you near the

bottom, "States" -- that's Samantha, or Sam Shallow who

is from the CPS:

"States to SS ... they were going to accept it and

asks if they were not accepting because they made

a fuss.  Describing the CPS as 'Flip-Flopping with

decision-making'."

What did you convey there?

EMMA WEBBER:  I'm never as eloquent in my writing as Sanjoy

or Dave but it's clear -- I felt like it was being, as

I went on to say, very much led by experts, doctors, in

something so serious.  And what isn't clear in here is

that in our prior meeting with the CPS, and I believe

that the Kumars will probably cover this in more detail,

we were very, very clear on the contemporaneous element

of how VC was behaving on the 11th, 12th, 13th and 14th

onwards of June, and were asking questions which I

believe are reasonable questions.  How was he presenting

in custody?  What was he like in his CCTV of his

interviews?  And we were told in this meeting by Leigh

Sanders there was no CCTV available.  We were clearly

told in this meeting, I don't know if it's minuted here.

I think it was.  But I remember Sanjoy asking questions
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like why -- what was the interview with the Seely Hirst

House security guard/cleaner?  What was his

interpretation?  What was the conversation and detail

with VC's brother when he called in between the murders?

And --

Q. Just pausing on the CCTV, Emma, do you mean the audio --

you were told there were audio tapes --

EMMA WEBBER:  Yes.

Q. -- of the interviews of VC --

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah, we were told there was --

Q. -- and the fact there was video?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah, there was -- speaking as a layman here,

when you see on the TV and you see on the news people in

custody, and also being interviewed, that's quite often

played for the public to see, isn't it?

Q. Mm-hm.

EMMA WEBBER:  So in my head it was I just -- the assumption

that there would have been, as well as audio recordings,

video CCTV recordings of VC whilst he was in custody and

being interviewed, because he was interviewed -- was it

five times, I think?  It was certainly a good number of

times.  And we were clearly and plainly told: "There is

no CCTV".

And then Leigh Sanders goes on to say, when he does

admit it, shortly before the sentencing in an email I
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believe you've also got, "Actually, because he was in

a new custody suite, there was CCTV available.  However,

it wouldn't have made any difference because he did

a 'no comment' interview."

And I do not accept -- from -- was it Dr Milton that

said that somebody's presentation and their body

language you can get an awful lot, you read an awful lot

out of that, and especially if someone is giving a "no

comment" interview to part of the interview, not all of

it, then surely how they are acting and how they are

responding physically is important.

Q. And this was being raised, and if we look at the page

that we're on at the top:

"[Sinéad O'Malley-Kumar] - Again requested detail of

the psychiatric report to understand the [mental health]

... give context."

And refers on page 3 halfway down:

"SK requires request timeline of doctors seeing him

in custody."

So the points that you supported, as we see through

emails, and agreed with, yourselves.  And page 6, you

say halfway down -- I don't think that's page 6, or

further up.

"[Emma Webber] - Mentioned that a manslaughter

charging decision would not be acceptable ..."
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Where is that?  It's halfway down the page on

page 6.

"... Mentioned that a manslaughter charging decision

would not be acceptable and that they had a meeting

arranged with the Rt Hon Alex Chalk KC MP".

So that's the Secretary of State for Justice.

So tell us where you were going at this point.  You

knew what the issues were.  It sounds like you knew what

was coming down the road, or you thought you knew what

was coming down the road.  So what was the appointment

you'd arranged and what was your issue for the Justice

Secretary?

EMMA WEBBER:  Pretty much everything we've just been

discussing this morning: that we had been very much led

to believe that the murderer of our child was going to

be done for murder, and at the 11th hour that was turned

into a manslaughter plea, and I -- I -- do you know,

I guess it's best to explain it is instinct, certainly

parental instinct.  When something is wrong you just

know something is wrong.  And I knew something was wrong

and I knew that I had to do anything and everything

possible to understand.  And I think at this point I was

still trying to find a way of understanding, despite

every part of my instinct screaming "This is wrong, this

is wrong," and, you know, if you want answers, you have
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to go to the top because we'd clearly been pushed back,

pushed back, all the way along.  And we'd been told off

for directly emailing the CPS because I screenshotted

an accidental email with their full email addresses in

it, and we got told off and the Family Liaison Officers

got told off for us seeing that, which, you know,

I think is just indicative of how we were treated.

So we were desperately trying to speak to somebody

who we felt could help us, and he did agree and he did

speak to us on a number of occasions.

Q. And if we go to the top of page 7, David, you say:

"... Stated he wanted the defendant to get the

maximum sentence possible and felt from what had been

explained and shown the defendant was making rational

decisions."

And if we go to page 11, something else you say,

David, on the third paragraph down:

"Not criticizing - I'm not expert, we are parents

and seeing this from a different point of view, needs to

be challenged.  Go back and say I get that, let a jury

see all this, if a jury saw all that then they would be

the same."

DAVID WEBBER:  Yeah, I think from my perspective it's -- I'm

not an expert.  It felt at this point it was all being,

as we've said throughout this, trial by doctor.  So I --
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again, coming back to what Emma said a second ago, it

didn't feel right.  I remember this meeting.  One of the

things that Leigh Sanders said -- I think he says he

might have only been speaking to me, but he said, "This

meeting will answer your questions".  And all I remember

is coming out of this meeting and thinking I've now got

a load more questions that I didn't have before.

Q. Let's have a look at your handwritten note please,

WITN0289005.

You have set out in that last paragraph various

facts that you are recording, "Disappears until 1.17,

dropped or dumped the bag, changed footwear."

You refer thereafter to where the sightings where

he's not, when he's under the tree, sitting under the

tree.

Then over the page, "Potential explanation not

..." -- what does that say after "not"?

DAVID WEBBER:  I told you I probably couldn't read my own

writing!

Q. That's the only bit I've really struggled with.

EMMA WEBBER:  "Not definite", I think.

DAVID WEBBER:  I think it's "not definite".

Q. "Not definite".

DAVID WEBBER:  A scrawl.

Q. "Not definite.  Now on meds, when?  
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"Fit to stand trial ...

"He says hospital order ...!

So you appear to be setting out the parts that

are decision-making or rational or the things you're

concerned about from the meeting at page 3.  You say:

"Bought a knife?  2022."

So listening to that meeting, you're recording

changes of name and the like, what were you taking from

the meeting?

DAVID WEBBER:  Again, it was coming back to just seeing

someone acting in a way that was completely at opposite

ends to how it was being explained to us and how the

psychiatrists were seeing it at the time.  And again,

coming back to questions just not being answered.

When I -- I had various questions but the Slazenger

bag was one that I pushed hard on, and one of my

questions was: "Did they have the Slazenger bag on the

way to London, or did he have the Slazenger bag when he

went to London, or did he only have it when he came

back?"  They couldn't answer that.

I asked about the £10 he withdrew, I said that's a

very low amount to go to a cashpoint.  Why would you do

that at one o'clock or 1.30 in the morning.  Did he have

that on him when you arrested him?

There's a whole -- and again, they just didn't seem
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to want to answer any of the questions.  So again it was

now starting to build up another head of steam of this

doesn't -- none of this makes sense, disappearing for

ages and then changing completely.  You know, and then

coming back out, bag's gone, where'd the bag go?  Oh,

you know -- oh, the answer, well, it was probably -- it

was a bit of a rough part of Nottingham so it's probably

just stolen by, you know, a local homeless person who

... it's like, well, I don't understand, I don't think

that's the case.  But surely you would find the bag?

Or, you know, even if they'd nicked all the contents out

of it you'd still find the bag somewhere.  But they

seemed to have no -- they didn't seem to think that

anything was -- that wasn't important.  It's almost like

"We've made our decision, let's get rid of this now as

quick as possible because this is all going to become

very embarrassing if we let this go on much longer".

And maybe -- well, not maybe, we were starting to

ask questions that were challenging them.

Q. Well, we can see -- that can come down and if we can

have instead, please, WITN0289007.  So 0289007, page 2,

first.  And this on page 2, is a letter from Dr Kumar to

Sam and Lee, and so to the CPS and the SIO:

"Thank you for travelling down to Avon in Somerset

to come and meet with us.  We appreciate the efforts
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made by the whole team.  After digesting the timeline,

there are several serious concerns and questions which

I attach for you in a Word document."

I won't go to that now but there is a Word document

that accompanies that.

And if we go to page 1, we see, Emma, your email --

you were obviously copied into the earlier one.  So what

are you jointly saying at this point?

EMMA WEBBER:  David and myself, you mean?

Q. Yes.

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah, we've obviously spoken in depth with the

Kumar family and we've, you know, completely united in

our concerns, and those concerns were raising and

increasing almost by the hour.  That meeting on 7

December was up there in, again, one of the worst things

I've ever had to do.  It was appalling.  We were given

this guided CCTV sort of storyboarded timeline, and as

David has said, Leigh Sanders opened that with "You

know, we've done this because we think it will alleviate

your fears about the decision that's been taken."  And

it did the polar opposite of that.  They could not

answer simple questions during that meeting.  I remember

Sanjoy and Sinéad asking about toxicology and I think

that's the first time that raised in our heads its

forum.  And they could not answer.  I can remember Sam
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Shallow shuffling through, "Did you take toxicology--

"Oh, I think we took toxicology."  They didn't know and

I remember Sanjoy saying like this, "You should have

this at the tip of your fingers."  They didn't know that

and it was scrabbling and it was so -- it was just so

alarming and so distressing and it was hours and hours

and hours, and then you see Sinéad and myself and David

I think left the room.  Sanjoy stayed in.

But when you see your child walking -- yeah, the

still of him and Grace walking towards their fate, and

I knew what clothes he had on, I knew where he'd got

them from, and they were walking, they were chatting, it

was daylight, and it happened in the first couple of

days of this Inquiry.  In my head it's like -- it's that

ticking time bomb of 1 am, 2 am, 3 am and then 4 am, and

then 4.04, and we know what happened.

So we are doing everything that we can because we

know it's wrong.  So we left the room when that awful --

the awful details were given to Sanjoy.  But I do also

want to say, in that meeting we asked again "Were the

Coates family invited to join us today?"  And we had the

same copy and paste repeat "No, they weren't, they

didn't want to join."

Q. David, you wanted to say something?

DAVID WEBBER:  It's only because I've just glanced down to
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the bottom of that document that's in front of me now --

I don't think anyone else can see it -- but from Leigh

Sanders back to Sanjoy:

"Hi Sanjoy, yes, I can confirm receipt of your

email.

"We are working on another enquiry at this time but

as soon as I get some down time I will ... read [it] and

back get to you."

And I don't think he realised how that would have

made us feel.  You know, he didn't even -- even if he --

you know, I'm not stupid; I know he would be working on

another inquiry.  However, that's just disgusting.  I

don't need to know that.  The most important case in my

world that you're working on is the one where my son has

been brutally murdered, so don't come back and tell me

that you're busy on something else and you haven't got

the time to read through the thing what Sanjoy has taken

a lot of time to put together for you.

So I find that very offensive and I think it just

shows, again, this complete lack of regard for us as

victims.

Q. If that can come down please and have NGPF0004150.  We

know that you had a read-through, as it were, of the

psychiatric reports.  Can you tell us about that

meeting?
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DAVID WEBBER:  So yes, so they did the read-through.  We

weren't allowed to see the report, but they were

prepared to read it to us.

Q. So you couldn't even have the report in front of you in

the room, it was read to you?

EMMA WEBBER:  We weren't even allowed to see the words, even

online --

DAVID WEBBER:  We were told at the time we weren't allowed

to have a physical copy, that would be provided after

the case was --

EMMA WEBBER:  After the sentencing.

DAVID WEBBER:  -- after the sentencing.

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah.

DAVID WEBBER:  But they would read it to us and they would

obviously omit anything, any personal details.  So yeah,

we sat and listened to them reading it to us.

MS LANGDALE:  Chair, I wonder itself that's a good moment

for the morning break; it's 11.15.

THE CHAIR:  I think what we'll do is take a 20-minute break

and be back here at 11.35.  Thank you.

(11.15 am) 

(A short break) 

(11.35 am) 

MS LANGDALE:  Can I just ask you, David, something arising

from the meeting on -- the one in November.  The
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reference, please, is CPSE0010008.  So CPSE0010008.

This is when you're meeting prosecution counsel in

November, 24 November.  If we can go to page 3, please,

there's a description given, if we look in the box on

the right, at paragraph 2: 

"If one steps back and looks at the carnage he

inflicted.  It is not of any surprise for him to have

acted as he did.  He used a dagger on people unknown,

with no motive.  Then took a vehicle, and drove into

further victims, again nobody he knew and no motive.  He

then parked up and allowed his arrest seems

extraordinary ..."

If we go to page 10 of that meeting, you say,

Mr Webber:  "I thought the police had to stop the van."

So what was it about that description that made you

check that, and did anyone respond then or subsequently

to you about what you said there?

DAVID WEBBER:  So the answer to the second part of your

question is no, I didn't ever get a response to that.

Because, again, with the timeline when we were explained

how the vehicle was pulled up, we were told that a dog

unit had pulled in front of him and then the armed

response had come into the side of him, which we've now

all seen.

So when I read that apparently he'd just pulled up
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and it was sort of almost like oh, he's just given

himself up.  It was like, well, no, he didn't, he was

stopped by the police.  He couldn't get through.  And

then he was -- so it -- I just -- yeah, it just wasn't,

again, it was just not -- it wasn't the truth.

Q. We see Leigh Sanders says: 

"In terms of providing you with the full details,

I am happy to come and do that.  He was followed by the

police.  ... came to a stop, when he was detained, he

was reaching for a weapon which is why he was Tasered.

We are seeing you next week.  We will go through it ...

if you want to."

DAVID WEBBER:  Yeah, I mean, again it was -- yeah, it just

didn't ring true, what he was saying because again, he's

just said there that he pulled up, and I think we've all

now seen he didn't just pull up.

Q. Thank you.  That can go down.  Can we have now, please,

CPSE0000207, page 1.  This is the letter you received on

18 December 2023 referring to the pleas.  We see,

I think you said, Emma, this was hand delivered, was it,

this letter?  This is the one that explains what the

prosecution decision has been and what they're going to

do in terms of accepting pleas?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah, they say hand delivered; it was pretty

much forced upon us.  We had made it very, very clear
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that we did not accept it and we were -- I think there

are other mails that pertain to "Please don't do this",

but they drove -- the Family Liaison Officers drove down

from Nottingham and hand delivered it to us on 18

December.

Q. You expressed grave concern about that at the time.  If

we have, please, NGPF0002505, page 3, you wrote to the

CPS on behalf of the O'Malley-Kumar family and your own

family.  Over the page, you say at paragraph 4: 

"Given that the first contact we had with the CPS

was the 24th November (four days before the pre-trial

hearing), we emphasise how rushed, hastened and

railroaded we feel".

Would you like to expand on that?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah, I think the timeline speaks for itself.

And the fact that I've given in evidence that the

initial request from the CPS for their first ever

meeting with us was going to be an hour before accepting

the plea is clear, that's no proper time.  That's no

opportunity to digest and ask questions, as victims, as

I've already again referred to, we have no advocacy.  So

we felt all at sea and on our own in doing our very

best.

What I go on to say down there is explicitly asking

for the fresh set of eyes upon psychiatric evidence.
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What particularly Sanjoy and Sinéad, what we asked

for was not what was carried out by Dr Latham.  He did

a peer review only and we had made it very clear that it

was so important that witnesses were spoken to, that

CCTV or footage was made available, and that VC himself

was interviewed and given -- if you look at the

quickness in Latham's report, none of that was done.

And then what was further insult to our injury was

to hear in the opening of the case from the CPS and the

sentencing hearing that such was their determination to

ensure that they had reached the right conclusion that

they instructed I think it was four reports, and

inferred that that was done at their behest.  It wasn't.

It was done because we were begging and pleading for

them.  And I found that so insulting to use that as, in

my opinion, another way to dim us down.

Q. If we go, please -- that can come down -- to

NGPF0002572, you, on 19 January, Emma, email Gemma

Piggott, DCI, with various questions.  In fact many

questions at different points and this is but one, but

I want to turn attention particularly, if we go to

page 1 first, it's actually page 2 that I'd like us to

look at.

You're saying, and this is in December you're saying

this:
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"We are still very unclear on his outstanding

offence of assault on [a] police officer.  Can you

please confirm the date of the offence (assuming also in

Nottingham) and that there was a warrant outstanding for

him.  We have also been advised [that] the assault

resulted in him being tasered (and also we presume that

this also required medical treatment)."

And we see there the answer to your query around the

warrant:

"He was detained as an inpatient under Section 2 of

the Mental Health Act ...  He remained as an inpatient

(in secure accommodation) where he was treated and

assessed by health care professionals.  He was reported

for summons August 2022.  He was due to appear at the

magistrates Court on the 22nd September ... He failed to

appear.  A warrant was issued for his arrest.  At the

time of these offences ... he had not been arrested."  

Still no mention of not backed for bail.

EMMA WEBBER:  No.

DAVID WEBBER:  No.

EMMA WEBBER:  No.  

MS LANGDALE:  For what it's worth.  So did you understand at

that any point, even then, what that meant, that he

would have to be taken to a court, before you came to

the Inquiry?
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EMMA WEBBER:  No, and it's -- again it's clear that despite

what we've heard from Mr Sanders and ACC Griffin is that

we had failed to absorb whatever information they felt

had been given to us because it's very clear from

that -- and I'd also like to point out the date that

this information came back to us was literally just

before the sentencing was due to take place.  And that

I had been asking in various forms for all of these

things for weeks and weeks and weeks.

Q. Thank you, that can go down.

If we can have up, please, CPSE0000212, and this is

the meeting on 15 January.  So we know this is a meeting

again with the prosecution counsel this time, CPS,

yourselves, and your Family Liaison Officers.  And

there's a number of matters raised in this, including

toxicology, psychiatry, and there's a discussion about

how the hearing may happen or how the hearing is likely

to unfold.

Can I just ask you to have a look, please, at

page 2.  And there's reference to the footage:

"I ... refer to the moving and audio material from

CCTV for each of the key events.  This can cause

distress to people in the court.  I would pause to allow

people to leave.  Those representing the defendant wish

to avoid playing key CCTV in the courtroom.  We have not
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been provided with the reasons, just that they object.

Trying to reduce distress to people in court.  ... we

await arguments ...  Part of my response was 'It would

be a bizarre and remarkable case where a sentencing

[was] prevented from seeing the evidence.  [The judge

prevented].  We would agree [the judge] can see in his

room'.  The defence indicated they have no objection to

[the judge] seeing it alone."

Now you obviously were concerned, rightly, that the

essential footage of the offence on your son wasn't

viewed in court, but did you understand what was being

suggested here or said here?

EMMA WEBBER:  No.  I think it speaks for itself, just the

overwhelming sort of diatribe of information that's

being given to us in a not terribly clear manner, and

we're going into a level of information there where we

are still so deeply distraught and concerned about the

plea itself, that we're overwhelmed with information

from literally every single angle.

Q. And we see at page 7 of the same document at the bottom:

"The defence will say stuff about the defendant.

They won't try to sway [the judge] about the punishment,

they will mitigate."

Over the page, page 8:

 "[Sinéad O'Malley-Kumar] - Please you are
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considering his history of deceit with his medication

and his planning of the event.  He has a history of

violence in the past.  He has been violent to his

flatmates, co-workers and a police officer too.  It is

in his history."  

It says:

"Families, these points are being made."

Then we see from you, Emma, at page 9, you say:

"I want to read my statement and read it at him.

Can you tell [the judge] I've got a video to be played

too.  What details do the media have?  What can they

report?"

You say:

"We do not want any CCTV released to the public, but

the details of the timeline and his actions will be

reported in the court.  Very different from looking at

CCTV.  I will be content as long as the facts are

reported but not in any detail.

"The public need to know what this monster has

done", is what you said.  

EMMA WEBBER:  Yes.

Q. So did you understand the ambits of the hearing and what

would be put in or not?

EMMA WEBBER:  Not really.  I understood some, not all.

David?
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Not really, I think it's so -- I think I was just so

utterly overwhelmed and horrified at the thought there

was even footage of my child being murdered.  That's

hard to process.  And to put it into context of a legal

forum, where there will be media, and it's not even

going to be a trial.  It's very difficult to process.

DAVID WEBBER:  (The witness nodded). 

Q. Understood.  If we go, please, to WITN0289009, page 2.

There was an issue, wasn't there, about which court it

would be in?  You get this email, David.

DAVID WEBBER:  Yeah.

EMMA WEBBER:  Yes.

Q. Currently "listed in Court 3 ... a lot smaller."

Tell us what your response was to that and what you

understood was being said by that?

DAVID WEBBER:  So basically it felt again, to us, it was

a very convenient way to sort of limit the press, limit

the exposure, and not allow us to have as many of our

support with us as families that we wanted.  It just

felt like it was again just being dismissed as "Let's

just get rid of this as quick as possible, make it

small, don't -- you know, the quicker we can just get

this person disposed of, the better."

And that's what it felt like.  It wasn't, you know,

we knew we weren't having a full trial.  But, you know,
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it just felt that this was not allowing us to have, you

know, the people we needed around us and to have this

heard in the correct way.

And I think the bit there again: 

"This is because there are other large trials

scheduled for Court 1 and 2".  

Again it's offensive.  You know, I'm sorry --

Q. You're not interested in the other cases?

DAVID WEBBER:  -- in Nottingham at that point.

Yeah, and we've never found out what trials were

bigger, and I don't think there ever was.  I think,

again, it was just another way of deflecting us away

from, you know, get as many of the press out there as

possible and try and keep us, keep us quiet.

EMMA WEBBER:  Damage limitation I believe.

Q. And it was in fact moved to court 1, was it,

eventually --

DAVID WEBBER:  Eventually.

Q. -- after you responded to this?

EMMA WEBBER:  I think I got in touch with the Right

Honourable Alex Chalk MP again, and yes, it -- but it

took -- there were phone calls with the Family Liaison

Officers, and I think -- I think I was on a train going

to -- coming up to London, and I remember saying, "Look,

sort this.  We need -- don't diminish us by removing us
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to court three.  Get this sorted.  We shouldn't have to

have this level of stress."

I think -- is it like the week before?  I think it's

really close to, isn't it?

I said, "If you don't do it by 5.00, by close of

business today, then we're going to have to let the

media know."

And that almost sounds like a, you know, sort of

a small throwaway comment from me, but try to understand

that this is yet another example of us having to fight

and fight and fight and challenge and push.

Q. And what if you hadn't had access or the ability to make

the context you did?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah, exactly.  What we would have -- we would

have been in court 3.  We would have not had -- well,

I don't think we'd be here.  And I'm not saying it's

because of me; I'm saying it's because of all of us.

But it's -- it has taken so much out of us in every

possible way to fight, just to get here.  And there's

insult after insult after insult and disrespect in the

way we've been treated, and I'm glad it's being

addressed.

Q. This can come down, thank you.  After the sentencing

hearing happened, we've got transcripts, and we're going

to hear from psychiatrists, two of them, you made
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a statement, didn't you, outside the court, Emma, as did

Dr Kumar.  So what motivated you, if it's not obvious,

to say something immediately after the sentence?

EMMA WEBBER:  We hadn't been given any opportunity to be

heard properly.  We were even managed in our victim

impact statements very, very carefully, which I regret

listening to, because we were dealt with differently

than the other two families and what we were told we

could and couldn't do.  That's one example.  So we

hadn't been heard.

Q. Expand on that, that's a significant point, isn't it --

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah.

Q. -- what you were told in terms of what your family could

do for Barney in victim impacts.  Could you tell us

that?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah, so we were told that there were --

because of the amount of victims, there would be a lot

of victim impact statements being made.  Therefore, we

needed to keep ours short as possible.  We needed to

make them available via our Family Liaison Officers and

it was quite well in advance we were being pushed to

give them.

DAVID WEBBER:  Yeah.

EMMA WEBBER:  And that it could only come from David, myself

and Charlie.  And Charlie was 15 years old, and we
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didn't want him to be in the court, and he didn't want

to be in the court.  And therefore we said we will

record his and send it to you, and we were told: "That

can't happen.  We have to come down.  He has to sit with

us and we're doing it and you're not in the room".

So the two Family Liaison Officers recorded Charlie

in our living room, and that's what was played in the

courtroom.  And David and I wrote ours and then spoke,

obviously, as we did.

But we had family and friends and people deeply,

deeply impacted by our loss of Barnaby that we were not

allowed to -- we were told we were not allowed to --

they were not allowed to speak or say anything.  I think

our friends Carol, and Barnaby's, one of his good

friends, Tom, they did insist themselves, they found

a way to get those impact statements read out.

But it's another example.  So sorry, to answer your

question about speaking on the court steps and, you

know, we spoke, Sanjoy and Sinéad and James.  I remember

James Coates speaking as well, and felt like that was --

was that our only opportunity to actually be heard?

Because we'd been brushed aside up until then, and, you

know, I -- the words that I spoke or wrote that morning

in readiness, because knew what was coming.

Q. What followed, if we go to NGPF0007209, page 1, was
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a letter to you and others from the Chief Constable.

You all had the same or a similar letter inviting you to

meet with her and to hear your concerns about management

of the response.

You replied in effect to say that you regretted this

hadn't been offered sooner and you didn't think it was

the right time.  So tell us why you didn't think it was

the right time then, at this point, to have a meeting

with the Chief Constable?

EMMA WEBBER:  Well, the horse has bolted, hasn't it?  The

gate has been firmly shut.  What's the point?  It's far

too little, far too late.

Q. You were raising concerns and requesting referral to the

IOPC, and if that can come down and we can have

WITN0289010, page 1.  You learn that: 

"... Nottinghamshire Police have taken the

pro-active step of referring [themselves] to the

IOPC this morning."

What did you think, I'm not going to ask you about

the IOPC.  They work in parallel to the Inquiry, they're

doing what they're doing, the Chair is making her

findings and hearing evidence here, so they're separate

tracks as it were.

But the process of the IOPC and dealing with them

and communicating with them, tell us about that and what
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you expected as laypeople or thought the IOPC do or may

be doing?

DAVID WEBBER:  I think, from my perspective, I-- maybe

naively at the time -- thought well the IOPC are the

Independent Office for Police Conduct and I thought:

they will look at this in an independent manner and they

will deal with this.  You know, our concerns, they will

bring them up and they will deal with them in

an independent manner.

That's what I understood at the time.  I now have

a very different opinion of how it works, but yeah, it

just felt that -- it just felt -- the whole thing felt a

little bit, again, it's all coming out afterwards, and

they are almost saying, "Okay, this isn't going away, we

need to do something -- be seen to be doing something."

I think this one, if I'm correct and I might not be,

but I've got a feeling that Leicestershire Police might

have gone first and then Nottingham --

Q. Yes.

DAVID WEBBER:  -- it was almost like Nottingham were then

embarrassed and said, "Well, we'd better do it, as well,

then."

It just felt a little bit -- well, again, wrong.

Q. And do you or did you have confidence in the capacity of

the IOPC to make investigations independently of the
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police?

DAVID WEBBER:  I, at the time I didn't understand that much

about them.  So I will say that initially there's

a little bit yes, I felt that they would come at this

from an independent point of view, and they would deal

with this, but they would get to the truth.  And what

came off the back of that would hopefully be the

accountability and the changes that needed to happen to

stop this kind of thing happening again.

I do remember at the time, my brother is

an ex-police officer and I had a conversation with him

and he told me that I probably needed to be prepared for

not getting what I want.

EMMA WEBBER:  Was it "Manage your expectations"?

DAVID WEBBER:  I think that was exactly what he said,

"Manage your expectations."

Q. Were you consulted about terms of reference for

different investigations from the IOPC?

EMMA WEBBER:  To be clear with regards to what is being

referred to as Penhallow, which is the Leicestershire

officers, we were never included at all.

Q. That's been reopened, that investigation, hasn't it,

now?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yes, after a lot of noise being made again by

us, that is being reopened.  I think what's really
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important is I think there are four or five

investigations with the IOPC over the two forces.

Leicestershire, we were never made aware, we were never

made interested parties.  It came about in our first

meeting with them, which is, I don't know, March or

April 2024, where as a throwaway comment at the end,

Derrick Campbell, who was the decision-maker for the

Nottingham one's that we were talking about, said that

he had "Oh, by the way, we have the Leicestershire

officer's referral".  It's -- I believe he said the

decision had pretty much been made, it was for sign-off.

So we're talking, when was that?  March, April, '24

and we're nearly in March, April '26 and, as we speak

today, not one single IOPC investigation has been

concluded, and I know we can't speak about those.

Q. Not the details but the length of time you can --

EMMA WEBBER:  Oh my God --

Q. From your point of view.

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah, we could fill another folder.  I do --

I've said this publicly -- I do not believe they're fit

for purpose.  The way we have been treated and

communicated with as families falls far short of

an independent office who are responsible and the body

to manage the police and their actions, or lack thereof.

Q. And just dealing with their communication, you refer to
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yourself as "interested parties".  Explain us to what

that means when you're an interested party in an

investigation.  Do you get updates, for example, from

the IOPC?  What do you get as interested parties?

DAVID WEBBER:  So exactly, you get -- you're meant to have

regular updates.  So yes, I mean we're interested

parties to the investigations so we're meant to be kept

effectively in the loop, and given the updates.

So, yeah, that's exactly what an interested party

is.

Q. And we'll see as we move to look at the third-party

organisations, you have solicitors by this point, you've

got Hudgells and they're involved in you communicating

with some of these third-party organisations, the NHS,

IOPC.

Again, from a victim's perspective, what is the

impact or the effect of having lawyers to assist you

navigate this?

EMMA WEBBER:  I can't underestimate the importance and the

value that we have had from having the support from

Hudgells Solicitors.  They reached out to us, they

supported us, it wasn't given as right, and I again

reiterate what I said before, as victims: we so

desperately need that void filled where we have that

support.
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So until Hudgells came along in about the spring,

early summer '24 it had pretty much been the three

families trying to find their own way, and I didn't even

know what IOPC meant until after January 2024.  I didn't

know what an interested party was.  I didn't understand

the role of decision-makers.  I didn't understand --

I spent an awful lot of time Googling and reading stuff.

So the importance of having that hand on the

shoulder that makes you think: okay, someone understands

this.  Because by the time that Hudgells came along we

realised that we had put our trust and faith in

investigations, and we shouldn't have done.

Q. You deal with the so-called non-reportable or

non-disclosure briefing in your statement at

paragraph 80, and I think at the time you sent an email,

Emma, asking -- you knew that that was going to

happen -- if they were going to get any information that

you hadn't had, or words to that effect, emailing the

Chief Constable; is that right?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yes.  So I believe it was the morning that the

non-reportable briefing was being held.

Q. Let me put it on the screen now.

EMMA WEBBER:  Okay.

Q. WITN0289012, page 2.  Carry on.  We can all see what

you've said at the time.
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EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah, so I emailed it -- yeah, so what had

happened before -- that was Thursday -- so before that,

I had started to receive messages from the press, the

media, saying -- and I think also James Coates alluded

to it yesterday -- that we weren't being asked -- what

is going on?  There was confusion and I think concern

from the messages that were coming in: "What is

happening?  Do you know anything about this?  We've been

told that we can attend a press conference but we're not

allowed to report on it."

Which completely caught me unawares, so that's one

thing I do understand a little bit is media and how it

works.  So of course I wrote straight away saying, "What

is all this about?"

And I think what I've said is self-explanatory in

that fairly short email to Kate Meynell at 10.58, and

then you -- I think the next document is that officer's

response, on her behalf.

Q. Let's go back to page 1.

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah.

Q. "... won't be raising or discussing any issues which you

are not already aware of".

We've gone thorough that in evidence.  I don't know

if you've had an opportunity to look at it in detail.

Was there anything you weren't aware of, or was there
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anything put in a particular way that you would be

concerned about?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah, there was loads of that.  Without the

document in front of me --

Q. I can put it in front of you.

EMMA WEBBER:  It might be useful, actually, because I could

tell you what we didn't know.

Q. It's NGPF0011160.  So NGPF0011160, page 1.  So we can

scroll through it gently so people have the chance to

look at it again, and then say, Emma, where you would

like us to stop or what you were not aware of or --

EMMA WEBBER:  Nothing on the first page.  I think that's

just scene setting, isn't it.

Q. Yeah, page 2:

"... next incident relates to an officer ..."

That is PC Gell, a Whatsapp message with his wife

and friend.

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah.  We had not been given much information

about the body-worn footage particularly, and 11 people

I think is downplaying what it actually was.  It doesn't

add up with what we had been given.  So we were

definitely unclear, but we had some awareness with

regards to misconduct and misconduct hearing.

Q. And in terms of what you know now --

EMMA WEBBER:  But --

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

               The Nottingham Inquiry 25 March 2026

               Briault Reporting International - info@briaultreporting.com (19) Pages 73 - 76



    77

Q. Did you --

EMMA WEBBER:  Sorry, can I just go on?  I don't think we'd

been told about the counter staff at that point but it's

what -- what it goes on to, where we knew nothing about.

So it completely goes against what the assurance that

we've had from the Chief Constable is we did not know

anything whatsoever about stalking or about the detail

of assaults previously on other flatmates.

We had -- we had some awareness that somebody had

jumped out of a window to escape him and that may have

been injured but that was hearsay.  That wasn't us being

told.  So we didn't know that.

Q. So page 5 is the assault --

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah.

Q. -- on Christopher.  So paragraph, five, six down.

And it is described:

"... held a man in a headlock and there was an

argument between a group of individuals at the address."

EMMA WEBBER:  I think you could pretty much say from the

top, from May 2021, down to "That individual did not

support a prosecution."

"Don't want to say anything ..."

I -- David, we weren't made aware of any of that,

were we?

DAVID WEBBER:  No, I think a lot of this was all --
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EMMA WEBBER:  That's completely new.

DAVID WEBBER:  Yes.

Q. So Sebastian and Christopher, so listening to them, and

we can say their first names.

EMMA WEBBER:  Of course.

Q. Hearing their evidence in the Inquiry --

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah.

Q. -- you didn't know anything like that.

EMMA WEBBER:  No.

Q. And you're saying this level of detail here, assault on

one of them --

EMMA WEBBER:  No.

Q. "Held a man in a headlock".

EMMA WEBBER:  No, and we didn't know about the University

referring [name redacted] -- sorry, VC to mental health

services, the gym.  No, none of that at all.

Also can I point out, it says, "Interaction with the

families":

"... This information that we [have] provided for

the families is well documented within our family

liaison records ..."

I've just said I didn't know anything about many of

those points, so that's not true.

Q. Thank you.  We can take that briefing note down, please.

Interactions with other organisations.  You say
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about HMCPSI, and we know, of course, HMCPSI did

a report and you deal with that at paragraph 93 onwards

in your statement.  You point out you didn't have formal

legal representation, and you did try and have the

report in advance, more than an hour in advance; is that

right?

DAVID WEBBER:  Yes.

Q. So tell us about that again, the communication around

the report, how it was provided to you, and how much

time you had to look at it first before it was

published.

EMMA WEBBER:  When we first met with HMCPSI -- I think

that's right --

Q. You've learnt a lot of acronyms, I'm sure.

EMMA WEBBER:  I know, and it's a bit like -- anyway.  We

were -- I can only describe it as -- and this is

a repeat of everything -- we were met with a wall of

faces, of grey, serious faces of people introducing

themselves as solicitor to this: I'm a barrister to

this, I'm a specialist in this, I'm independent in this.

So I remember the first meeting we had with Anthony

Rogers and his team at HMCPSI, and there were at least

double of them to us, maybe even triple, and it was the

head tilt, the condolences: we will go through the CPS

and we will make sure nothing is -- you know, no stone
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is left unturned, et cetera, et cetera.

So that was our first introduction.  I remember

coming out of that meeting and speaking to James Coates

and saying, "Oh, that went quite well.  I feel like

they're gonna listen and they are gonna go through

everything."

So that was my interpretation of the first of the

many, many teams, bodies, investigators, that we came

across.  And then perhaps Dave can say how it was when

the actual report was delivered to us, and how.

DAVID WEBBER:  Yes, I mean we -- so we were given -- we

weren't allowed, as you've just alluded to, we weren't

allowed to have the report prior to that meeting, to go

through and digest.  And bear in mind this is quite

a thick report, it's quite a beefy report, it's not

something you can just glance through in no time.

And at the meeting it was pretty much presented to

us that Anthony Rogers had a press conference booked,

I think it was -- it might have even been 45 minutes --

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah.  

DAVID WEBBER:  -- it was hardly any time after, but

effectively we were given the reports and he was going

to go off and basically do his press -- so we had no

time to digest what was in there.  He took us through

it, but effectively, as far as I -- we could see, it was
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all sort of, yeah, no, everything was done correctly.

The only thing we would say is, you know, we'll go back

to 2006 with the -- I mean, I don't again with the

law -- excuse me, I don't know about the murder one,

murder two charge, whatever.

EMMA WEBBER:  The Law Commission Review.

DAVID WEBBER:  That seemed to be that he laboured on and he

said, you know, he most definitely would have been on

that charge, and you just think: okay, that's great, but

we want to go back to the actual -- we don't believe all

the bits before and you're not really talking to us

about how the CPS acted and how all of this came

together and how we actually got to this point in the

first place.  You were just telling people that actually

after the event this is what should have happened, if we

had our law changed back in 2006.

And that was --

EMMA WEBBER:  And there was one learning point that I

remember: that the CPS must not say they consulted with

families.  I remember that.

But yeah, 45 minutes to have a thick report

presented to us whizzed through, I remember Sanjoy with

his highlighter trying desperately to go through and

trying to ask questions that were pretty much being

batted back and off, and then he went off and did his
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press conference, and that was managed.  I believe that

was, again, an attempt to down-manage it.

And I expect Sanjoy will bring this up himself, but

that report is very thick.  I think it's a box-ticking

exercise, personally, but within that there are clear

gaps and omissions that Sanjoy has never had answers to

his very detailed questions I believe he raised.  And we

have chased that.  We have never had the decency of

a response or answers to that report.  The first of

many.

Q. Can we go now, please, to NGPF0001320, page 1.  This is

an email to you, Emma, from your later Family Liaison

Officer, Phil Cumberpatch, and it looks as though --

well, not looks, it's clear -- he says:

"I have been asked to speak to you to advise you

directly with regard to an article that the police have

informed the Daily Mail may intend to run tomorrow.  

"... concerns a text/Whatsapp message sent by

a police officer ..."

So what did you glean from that?  What was the

reason for the email to you?

EMMA WEBBER:  That it -- well, this -- to this -- to me,

I think came out of the blue.

Q. It looks like it's been -- it's happening because an

article is going to be published?
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EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah.

Q. Is that fair?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah.

DAVID WEBBER:  Enforced.

EMMA WEBBER:  So it was news to me.  We did not know -- if

there had been any reference to a group of officers and

their Whatsapp group and messages, if we had been made

aware of it, it was on such a loose basis that this

seemed to be new information.

Q. When did you finally know what the contents of the

messages were?  I'm not going to go into those, but when

did you know what the messages said?

EMMA WEBBER:  After this.

Q. So even later than this?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yes, and I believe it was Sanjoy's

communication with the Chief Constable Kate Meynell in

which she provided a paste of the message itself.  And

I was in -- I can remember when that came in and I think

Sanjoy forwarded it to me and David, and we read it, and

we were -- not in detail, but we were in Manchester, and

we -- reading the content of that Whatsapp message

was -- it was just so destructive, so destroying, so

awful to -- and I don't mind the words being made

public, because the author of that message chose to

refer to our children as being "Properly butchered and
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innards out," and everything.  That's disgusting and

grotesque.

DAVID WEBBER:  I think to be honest I didn't actually read

the message.

EMMA WEBBER:  No, you didn't, I think, because I didn't show

you.

DAVID WEBBER:  I think I refused to read it because I just

didn't want to see that, but I knew about what Emma --

EMMA WEBBER:  It was some time after this.  It's again, that

ongoing, drip feed and forcing of information from

various different means and Mr Cumberpatch is the Family

Liaison Officer that we were assigned after other ones

had been withdrawn.

Q. What do you say, where there's a response while officers

get compassion fatigue, they're traumatised themselves

going to these events, they say or write things they

don't necessarily mean, what do you say about that?  Is

it about people understanding the effect of what they're

saying, or what would you say?

EMMA WEBBER:  I think there's a very clear line between

gallows humour and a very clear need to be able to

handle what is often a very, very difficult job, similar

to the way doctors or fire people would.  But this steps

over that mark.  This is disgusting behaviour.

The author of that Whatsapp message has only been
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made public name in this Inquiry, and as has been

detailed, part of trying to process some of these

horrors has been to reach out and to make them aware of

how awful that was, because I get -- I bet most of the

officers in that group, including the Chief Constable's

son, have children themselves.  If they don't have

children, they are a child of somebody.  And just think

for a moment how that felt to read that about your

child, and to then not have the decency and the respect

to at least apologise and for the Chief Constable to

refuse to send my letter to them anonymously.

Q. Tell us about that.  We've obviously seen that in the

material we have.  But why did you want them to read

a very personal letter and explaining the impact?  What

did you think was the importance of that, for them to

see that?

EMMA WEBBER:  I think the -- I obviously spent a lot of time

writing, and it must have a way of getting all this --

you know, everything I'm trying to do out, and to try to

face things and process things, but if -- I'm very

comfortable, I don't know if you have the letter, but

I would be comfortable with it being shared because it

isn't an angry, ranty, you know, "I want you lined up in

a room" type thing, it was an attempt to explain the

impact of that behaviour.  And I suppose there was
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a hope and a want that that would have been

acknowledged, accepted, and perhaps an apology, from the

people involved.

Q. And increasing their understanding?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah -- my therapist says that I use gentle

humour, because I said to her "Why do I feel the need to

sometimes try and make light of things".

And she said: you're using gentle humour because

it's a way for you to cope with the horrors of what

you're trying to process and I'm sure most of our legal

team will attend to that with me.

But that's how I do it trying to deal with this

horror, and I understand that, as I said, the gallows

humour, but this oversteps the mark.

Q. We see, if we can, please, WITN0289017, page 1, a letter

you both receive on 20 February 2024 from the Chief

Constable.  This one is giving you information

surrounding a Professional Standards Department audit

of: 

"... members of staff who viewed material relating

to the tragic events on 13th June ...  ... 179

individuals in total.  From the 179, PSD identified 22

officers and staff who may have accessed material

without a legitimate policing purpose."

Was this the first time you started to get figures
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or numbers beyond the Whatsapp group of what was

involved?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yes.

DAVID WEBBER:  Yes.

Q. Again, if it's not obvious, why is this important to you

to know who and in what context have looked at material

relevant to your son?

DAVID WEBBER:  I think from our perspective it's as simple

as, you know, we -- Barney deserves his privacy, as much

as, you know, we were told all the way through this

that, you know, for VC, for instance, his privacy was

massively important and it just seemed to me that again,

in this case, you know, my son, who was the victim here,

his privacy was not taken into consideration.  Grace's

wasn't taken into consideration.  Ian's wasn't taken

into consideration.  And you're thinking: this is wrong.

You know, you can't have it both ways.  And you seem to

be looking to have it both ways, that we can't have

certain information because that's actually against

someone's privacy.

Q. What did you think the extent of the auditing within

Nottinghamshire Police was?  When you were getting this

kind of information, what did you think they had been

looking for or checking up on, as it were?

EMMA WEBBER:  This is all we knew.  And to graphically put
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this to you, we're not talking about people looking at

Barney's holiday photographs or his exam grades; this is

really difficult to say, but this needs to be said.

This is my son lying in the road having been brutally

stabbed multiple times, fighting for his life, and

ultimately losing it.  And people have chosen to look at

that.  One officer, as referred, looked at it all in

great detail.  And we were never given that level.  We

were never given the decency of that level of

information, and that's wrong.  That's so wrong.

And I will never forgive them.  And I hope that

they're maybe listening to part of this, and rethinking

their actions.  But, as I think we've made you aware,

following what we've heard this week from ACC Rob

Griffin, well, this says that there was an audit.  He

said there wasn't.  What's the truth here?  Because it's

not just the police where there have been gross data

breaches and invasion of privacy; it's every single

organisation, almost without exception, there's been

some example of it.  

But this, to choose to look at that body-worn

footage, and we were told by Leigh Sanders in our

kitchen, because we were obviously aware that they had

it on body-worn, what happened to them, that it would

never, ever be seen beyond those who had access to it.
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It would be under a special, like, lock and key

effectively, and they would ensure that would never

happen.

DAVID WEBBER:  It would never see the light of day.

EMMA WEBBER:  What was that, just a direct lie?  He said

that to us in September.  These people I believe that

we're talking about -- I think this was in July, all of

this was happening.  And so where's the truth?

Q. Can we go, please, WITN0289019, page 1.  You received

this letter in March.  So from Nottingham City Council.

What did you get from this letter?

EMMA WEBBER:  This came about, as many things have, through

us as families, kind of forensically going through the

way things have been written to us.  And we couldn't

understand what reference to -- was it the third-party

agencies or something meant.

DAVID WEBBER:  Yeah.

EMMA WEBBER:  So we asked for clarification of access by

third-party agencies, I think I've got the phrase right.

And that's when we were told that it was staff from

Nottingham City Council.  So this is a response to us

finding it out.  This was not them telling us.

DAVID WEBBER:  No.  I think actually it was Sinéad who went

and found that information, because I think --

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah.
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DAVID WEBBER:  -- initially they weren't, and Sinéad went

and I remember her Googling it and going "That's what it

is."

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah.

DAVID WEBBER:  And we suddenly thought: right, that's quite

a lot of people.

EMMA WEBBER:  She'd get these odd references to things, and

unless you go to the next level, yourself investigating

them, they'd be overlooked.

Q. Do you feel you are forcing, effectively, admissions

around this issue rather than people volunteering --

DAVID WEBBER:  Yeah.

Q. -- when you have said very publicly, including today,

that it matters to you who has done this and in what

context and you'd rather know directly?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yes.

DAVID WEBBER:  I think, again, it comes back to telling the

truth, you know.

Q. You appreciate this Inquiry is looking at unauthorised

access from institutions and how they can prevent that,

but it's not the format of this Inquiry to look at the

every name of every individual, and look at the who,

what, when, how; but you want to see that, don't you?

You want to know that from the trust?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yes.

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

    91

Q. You want to go what doctors have looked at stuff, and

when and why?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yes.

DAVID WEBBER:  Yes.

Q. Again, if it doesn't seem obvious, why is it important

to you to have that information about people and to hold

them accountable for that?

EMMA WEBBER:  Without holding people to account for not

doing their jobs properly, or for choosing to

potentially unlawfully access information that they have

no business accessing, unless they're held to account,

I don't think, in this country, it will ever stop.

Because we're not the exception.  How many awful stories

have there been within the healthcare system and

particularly within the policing system of accessing and

sharing of information?

As we sit here today, we have, from the QMC, The

University Hospital Trust, I think it is, in Nottingham,

an investigation where 150 members of staff, because we

insisted on an audit, have accessed Barney, Grace and

Ian's medical records for the short period of time that

they were in there.  And thus far, two-thirds of those

have already been proven to have non-legitimate reasons.

We heard yesterday that the courts and the prison

have members of staff that are being investigated.  We
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know that the CPS has a file for a potential criminal

action.  We heard from ACC Rob Griffin that it was too

big a job to do an audit of who may have accessed this

most sensitive and disturbing footage and information on

our children in this case.

And that's where we are.  That's what we're having

to face on top of all of the failures leading up to and

after.  It's not just not doing their jobs properly when

they should be doing their jobs; these are people going

over and above to so disrespectfully and dishonourably

look at things they have no right to look at.

Q. Can we have a look, please, at WITN0289020.  This is

communication about -- you've referred to it, Her

Majesty's Prison and Probation Services and the Courts

Tribunal Service, because we said in opening in the

Inquiry, did you expect that people in courts in

different places would be able to access information

relating to this?

EMMA WEBBER:  No.

DAVID WEBBER:  No.

Q. Do you see, amongst many issues in the Inquiry, that you

are shining a light on that issue for victims, for

bereaved families and those who aren't protected after

events like this, where people can read their records?

Do you think this is an important issue that people need
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to understand more than they do already, looking at all

of these bodies where this has clearly happened?

DAVID WEBBER:  Yes, I think it is very important --

EMMA WEBBER:  Yes.

DAVID WEBBER:  -- because I think, again, coming back to

what Emma said a second ago, if you don't make people

accountable and you don't actually effectively -- people

have to be held out to answer for their actions, and

otherwise this will just continue happening, and it's

not right.  It's just not right.

This is, again, at the very core of this, this is

a tragic, disgusting, horrible incident that's happened

that has resulted in the loss of our child, and that

shouldn't be -- that shouldn't be something that people

want to go and look at and people want -- it just makes

me feel physically sick, to be honest with you.

EMMA WEBBER:  It's the stuff of nightmares, genuinely, to

not know what's been looked at, what's been accessed,

what's been talked about and potentially what's been

shared, and I don't think that we are in any way the

exception.  It just so happens that we've uncovered --

we've insisted on it being uncovered.  It's not through

due diligence and institutions doing the right thing,

but this has to be addressed, because it's -- it's

clearly been happening for many, many years.
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We're shining that light on it, so let's shine the

light on it, and you know what?  If you get caught and

you did the wrong thing and you lose your job, you don't

get promoted or whatever, it's an awful lot easier than

using your son.

Q. Can I turn now, please, to reform and the end of your

statement.  You begin by saying:

"We hope that this statement has conveyed our

profound sadness and disappointment at the mistreatment

we have received from all organisations involved."

Can you just highlight, firstly with the police, you

say you started by trusting them, trusting the police in

your dealings with them.  What do you say about that

now, with the facts that you know you didn't have

earlier?

DAVID WEBBER:  I'll say that, when I -- especially looking

at the police, I think I alluded earlier to the fact

that, you know, my brother is a police officer, and my

sister-in-law -- ex-police officers.  I have nothing but

respect for the police and have always had respect for

the police.  However, in this particular case, they have

fallen very short of what I would expect someone who was

there to effectively protect the public should be doing.

And they are -- in this case, as I said, I don't want

this to come across as something that makes us sound
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like we don't like the police, because that's not the

case.  There are many police officers doing incredibly

good jobs out there, very hard jobs, ones that I

wouldn't want to do personally myself.

But in this case they have let us down and they have

acted in a way that I think is abhorrent and I really --

I can't forgive them for that, because this is my son,

again, at the bottom of this.  You know, that's the

person that should have -- they should have been there

to protect him.  You know, he didn't -- he didn't ask

for anything else.  You know, he was -- should have been

protected by them, and they didn't do it.  And I think

the least they could do now is to actually just tell the

truth, be honest, make some change, and hopefully, you

know -- I'm mature enough to know that you're never

going to stop this happening completely, but I think if

you aim at stopping it happening completely, you're

going to get quite close to it, and hopefully there will

be no other parents like us sat here having to go

through this pain.

Q. You also say: 

"The death of Barney could have been prevented and

it's unarguable that NHS had significant potential to

alter the outcome had they taken a robust approach to

the management of VC's risk.  ... we believe reform is
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urgently needed ... in mental health care."

Would you like to say anything about that?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah.  I would.  Mental health, I think as is

evident in the amount of times it's been discussed, from

all giving -- nearly all giving evidence over the past

four weeks, nearly five weeks, is mental health is

a massive hot potato, isn't it, that no one really wants

to deal with, but you can't escape the reality that

mental health, in our society, in our community, is not

being dealt with, it's not being managed.

We're spending far too much time worrying about

discrimination and segregation and, you know, doing the

wrong thing because somebody is of a certain colour or

certain age or certain religion.  If you're sick, you're

sick, and you have the right to be treated respectfully.

If you're dangerous, you're dangerous, and it does

not matter what colour you are or where you're from.

What really deeply concerns me is the reforms that are

being pushed through Parliament at the moment for the

Mental Health Act fall far short of what they need to

be.  I believe from what I've read, and the input we've

had, we are going to be exposing ourselves to more risk.

I understand people that are mentally unwell must have

a right to privacy and to their own decisions, but if

you're at risk to others, then that has to be managed,
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whatever it takes, because if you don't have public

safety, then what do you have?

Q. And you say, "Public protection must come first, and

professionals must be empowered and expected to act

decisively."

This in the context of you talking about releases

without proper evaluation, and the like.  So what do you

say about that, for professionals who are prescribing

medication, or looking after mental health patients?

DAVID WEBBER:  I think, again, it comes back to

they have -- you know, they have to be empowered to do

the right thing, which is if, you know, if somebody is

mentally ill and they're dangerous then you need to

treat them in a different way to somebody who is

mentally ill and not dangerous.  But they still need

treating.  They still need to be -- but it's just

a different way of doing it.

So from my perspective, I just believe that we have,

you know, the hot potato is mental health.  We've heard

the police already say that now they're dealing with

more and more mental health-related crimes, yet they

don't want to deal with it.  They're not able to deal

with it.  And I get that.  So what do we do?  Because

actually, you can't get rid of the fact that you've got

more mental health issues happening and more crimes
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happening.  So actually, what do you do to make that

difference?  How do you get the police to be able to

deal with it?  Because their core is to protect the

public.  Just because someone has mental health you

can't go "Well, I can't protect you because you've got

a mental health issue."

Q. And you say:

"We do not believe that perpetrators of crime

suffering with mental health issues should be afforded

with the leniency that they are currently offered within

the criminal justice system."

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah.

Q. Is that the point you've just made --

DAVID WEBBER:  (Witness nodded).

Q. -- that you think there needs to be investigation?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah.  It's been referred to in policy, hasn't

it.  A mental health crime is still a crime.

Q. You also say, "Multi-agency working must also become

more robust."

DAVID WEBBER:  Absolutely.  I think what I've heard in this

Inquiry so far shocks me, that the fact that we -- that

these agencies don't seem to talk to each other.  They

all seem to be little silos of information, and I find

that, in this day and age, just unbelievable, absolutely

unbelieveable.
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Even, you know, police forces that neighbour each

other pretty much not being able to talk to each other,

and I -- that is alien to me.  I think, in this day and

age with the technology we have and the IT systems that

we should be able to -- this should not be a problem any

more.  That should be the least of our problems.

EMMA WEBBER:  I think the example of -- it was

September 2022, VC being discharged out to the community

by a clinician within the mental health team at

Nottingham Mental Health Trust for non-attendance,

without a full risk assessment, I believe that

individual will be answering their own questions posed

to them, but also without -- whether it's the ability to

see or the ability to access the fact that the person he

was putting back out into society had that outstanding

warrant for such a serious assault without bail.  How

can those -- how can that be missed?

Q. You say, as well:

"We are ... deeply troubled by the dominant role of

expert evidence in criminal proceedings.  We felt ...

the safeguards of the justice system were replaced by

a process let by doctors, who appeared to exert undue

influence over the entirety of the case."

What do you mean by that?

EMMA WEBBER:  I believe that the expert doctors,
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psychiatrists in this instance, were judge, jury and

executioner.  And whenever we tried to challenge or ask

questions of the CPS, the CPS said, "We do not

challenge, we do not question, we do not lead.  Our

expert doctors, they do as they see fit."

And I do respect, obviously, experts in their field.

However, as I believe we will, I hope, prove, or we fear

that there were huge gaps, again, in the quality of that

process, which has resulted in, as we've said, enormous

miscarriage of justice.

Q. You say:

"We are ... passionate about improving the rights of

victims within the criminal justice process."

Where do you think the criminal justice process is

failing victims at the moment, in the circumstances in

which you were faced?

EMMA WEBBER:  Everywhere, in a word.

DAVID WEBBER:  Yeah, I mean --

EMMA WEBBER:  Again, there's no advocacy for us.  I say as

a collective term, and it shouldn't be through luck that

you happen upon solicitors or individuals who are able

to reach out and support you pro bono or, you know,

that's -- it shouldn't be luck, should it?  It says that

the victims are the centre of the criminal justice

system.  We're not.  We're a sort of an annoying sort of
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adage, the bottom of the shoe, you know, to be dealt

with on "If needed, as asked" basis, and that's not

right.

Q. Anything to add to that?

DAVID WEBBER:  Yes, I was just about to say about the

Homicide Victim Support.  We had a lovely lady who

looked after us.  That was our experience and there'd be

other families, it wasn't quite the same for them.

But again it just felt that these people who are

there to help you have such massive caseloads that they

can't concentrate on you; so you're seeing them very

rarely, sporadically.  They're doing their absolute best

but it just felt it wasn't enough.  You know, we felt

that we should, you know, as victims, have someone there

to help us, like we started earlier with saying about

having someone maybe to sort of make it much simpler for

us to understand.  You know, we've read some stuff today

and it is, it's like another language that's being

talked.

But we need people that can advocate for us, that

can say, "Right, okay, we've got you, we'll help you,

we'll guide you, and we're here for you."

And it needs to be -- it sounds like it needs to be

24/7, not Monday 9 to 5, you know.  If you're out of

hours and you suddenly have a massive problem, phone
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this number and speak to somebody -- (overspeaking) --

EMMA WEBBER:  Or phone the Samaritans.

DAVID WEBBER:  Yeah, or phone the Samaritans, yeah.  It's

that kind of thing.  You need to have this proper

support mechanism put in place.

EMMA WEBBER:  Our lady that supported us was amazing, but

she had 50 other families.  50 other families who are --

this is Homicide Victim Support, as well.  We're not

talking victims of robbery, we're talking homicide.  The

worst possible crime.  She had 50 other families to try

and support and hold up.  So I think that speaks for

itself.  And then you're offered 12 paid-for therapy

sessions, and that's it.  And then, you know, and

unless, again, you make noise and a fuss, you are out on

your own.  And no wonder victims lose their

relationships, their livelihoods, their health, and

sometimes even their own lives, because you're just --

you're not a consideration.

Q. You say finally:

"Where inaction on the part of institutions such as

the police and the NHS results in death, support and

transparency needs to improve significantly."

You go back to you refer to the duty of candour and

the importance of that.  What confidence do you have

that institutions are able, culturally, to be candid
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about events?

DAVID WEBBER:  I think at the moment, not a lot.  I find --

again, I come back, it's the duty of candour, and

Hillsborough Law.  I think it just says something where

you've got to have a law passed to tell someone to tell

the truth.  I find that very difficult to take on board.

So I do think that the only way that these

organisations learn is where, as Emma said earlier,

potentially people start losing their jobs.  People

start to, you know -- and where it is a criminal matter,

they are put through the criminal system.  Because

unless you start making proper change and make people

think twice about what they're doing, they're just going

to keep doing the same thing over and over again.  You

know, I mean it's the first definition of madness, isn't

it, doing the same thing over and over again and

expecting a different result.  It's never going to

happen.  So until you actually break that chain and say,

"No, this is the way we're going to do this, and by the

way, if you don't tell the truth and if you're found out

not to tell the truth, this is the consequences to your

actions now."

And I just think -- just yeah, these organisations

seem to now have just got their own way through.

MS LANGDALE:  Thank you.  Those are my questions.
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I'd like to ask if you want to add anything or say

anything.  We've seen your pen portraits, the film, the

comments you have made very movingly about the impact on

you of these events, but would you like to say anything

further now and before the Chair may ask you a couple of

questions?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yes.  Some of this I've probably covered so

bear with me if I do odd pauses.  But I guess this is

our time to be heard.  So we're going to have to -- we

are going to choose to use it.

We sit here today not because we want to, but

because we have to.  We're always told how strong we are

and how brave we are.  But what you don't see is the

shell of a devastated mother in private, behind closed

doors, who can barely breathe through her grief.  I once

said to Dave: "I need to leave this world.  I need to be

with Barney, and that you, Dave, can then look after

Charlie."

And it's not that I loved one son more than the

other; I just can't bear the thought of him being on his

own.  But there is still strength in me and there is

still determination and I will never stop.  I will never

stop this fight until this gross wrong has been righted,

whatever it takes, and for however long it takes.

Chair, I thank you and your team for all that you
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have done and are doing in this much needed statutory

Public Inquiry.  Do I think it will answer all that we

need?  No.  But I do have faith that for the first time

since this horror began, we are finally being provided

with the truth and our voices are being heard.  We

fought tooth and nail and we've given everything we've

got, alongside the Coates family and the Kumar family,

and we are humbled by their strength and their love and

their solidarity.

Like Lee said, I wish we had not been forced to meet

in this way, but I can honestly say they are all some of

the very best of humanity in a world where our loved

ones have faced the very worst of humanity.  And we

really are united now, as a new family.

We've had to fight and to challenge and to push back

at every turn, every junction, and every crossroads.  We

fought so hard to make the progress we have, despite all

that's been thrown at us.  It's not for headlines; it's

not for sympathy, but it's for the truth, for answers,

and for accountability.

But let me be clear: this isn't just our story, as

I've said, we're not the exception.  We are the victims

of systems, institutions, and services that have failed

and are failing and have been so for far too long.  We

have faced evasion, deflection, arrogance, avoidance,
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damage limitation, self-protectionism and downright

lies, so many times.  The information provided, as you

have heard, has been on a drip-fed, need to know, and

only if asked basis.

Enough is enough.  There has to be a line in the

sand.  In this room full of Core Participants, every

single one, with the exception of the bereaved families

and the survivors, have very many questions they must

answer.

So I implore you: do the right thing.  Despite our

grief and our pain, we've chosen to use our voices to

make so much noise that we could not be ignored any

longer, and this is our chance.

We are also proof that this could happen to any

family, anywhere, at any time.  How many more [name

redacted] [VCs] are still out there roaming the streets?

My faith in the criminal justice system had all but been

destroyed.  However, I am glad to say that it has in

part been somewhat restored.  Certainly not by the

agencies, as we have aforementioned, the police or the

CPS particularly, but from the following: to

Neil Hudgell, to Tim Moloney, Angela Patrick and all of

your teams, I thank you.  We are so very, very blessed

to have you.  You have been the hand on our shoulders

that we should have been offered from the very outset,
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and thank you for reaching out.  Thank you for

supporting us, and picking us up at a time when we felt

that every door had been slammed in our faces.  

There is still some good and decency out there.

Most victims don't get this.  We are fortunate.  But all

victims should.  All victims deserve proper advocacy.

The prior independent agency investigations that have

taken place up until now, 11 at last count, I believe,

were not fit for purpose.  Little more than marking of

homework, tick box exercises and damage limitation

dressed up as justice.

My son was murdered at 19 years old by a violent,

pernicious and dangerous 32-year old man, allowed to

roam the streets, and unleash his planned attacks with

his rucksack full of weapons, and to ambush those weaker

than himself.

He chose his spot.  He hid in the shadows.  He knew

what he was looking for.  He allowed many people to pass

before he found his first prey, and then that rucksack

full of weapons were used in what I have had to learn is

one of the most brutal attacks many of the long-serving

police officers had ever seen.  It is the stuff of

nightmares and the true face of evil, clearly a sick

individual that's never disputed.  However, it's one

that knew what he was doing.  He knew it was wrong, and
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he did it anyway.  A master manipulator and a ticking

time bomb.  A tragedy waiting to happen.

Today, Chair, I ask this: everything you've heard

and we've heard is from 2020 onwards.  Until this

Inquiry we were in the dark about his past, in the dark

about the SIO's decision not to interview a key witness

who had information about his mental health, potentially

from 2012.  Nothing was done.  How can a senior

operational police officer in charge not be interested

in anything?  How can that be professional policing?

I hold no interest in his colour, his religion, or his

immigration status, or the fact that it was three days

before his potential involvement in terrorism activities

were discounted.

What I want to know is why his movements in London

on 11 and 12 June were never properly investigated.  Why

did he have extremist and highly disturbing propaganda

on his phone a year before he murdered Barney?  Why was

it never made public?  A second-rate investigation and

a weak prosecution, such was the need to rush this

through.  Was it to prevent the fallout from countless

missed opportunities being made public and shaming our

criminal justice system and our healthcare systems?

Those data breaches have caused us untold pain and

unimaginable grief and horror.  I have addressed what we
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want done with regards to those from Her Majesty's

Courts, Her Majesty's Prison, Nottingham City Council,

Nottingham University Hospital Trust and Nottinghamshire

Police.  It does not end here.

We have asked for the investigations that haven't

been fully completed and done properly to be reopened.

They must be redone with full candour and rigour.

A message to those who have taken part in any of these

unlawful acts, you have my word that you will be held to

account because we have nothing to hide, defend, or

embellish.

And lastly, I dropped my son to a city that wasn't

safe to have him, and that's a burden I must bear.

I don't want Barney to be forgotten but I don't want his

name to be defined alongside that of a monster.  I want

those who knew him and loved him to always remember the

impact he had and the love of life that he brought and

the difference he made in his all too short a time with

us.

Barney, I love you and I miss you.  Always.

Thank you.

Questioned by THE CHAIR 

THE CHAIR:  Thank you.

There were just a couple of questions, if you don't

mind my asking them before we break?
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EMMA WEBBER:  Yes.

THE CHAIR:  You've mentioned the advocacy that you seek, and

I know that you know that I've asked other witnesses,

including the Coates family and Elaine Newton about

that.

You made contact or Julian Hendy made contact with

you, and obviously he has experience and what I think is

commonly used in many arenas as "lived experience" of

this -- these terrible events himself and also through

his website.  But from your point of view, the

assistance that you were given at that point wasn't

legal assistance, but it was support.  And could you

just briefly tell me what that gave you at that point?

DAVID WEBBER:  I think, it's like we were saying earlier,

Chair, it's breaking through the legalese that is thrown

at you.  It it's someone who can actually explain in

layman's terms what is actually said and what it

actually means long-term.  Things like when we were told

that it was an indefinite hospital order and we think

oh, that's fine, it's indefinite and we hear the judge

saying, "you're highly unlikely to ever be released" and

then you've got someone like Julian saying, "Well,

actually that's not true, because this is what happens

in real terms."

And I think that's really important to have someone
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properly explain what that process is, and to have

someone like Julian, who just cuts through the rubbish

and says this is what it means and this is how it --

THE CHAIR:  Well, we're going to hear some evidence later on

about some of the other cases.

Just in terms of yourselves, you've obviously, as

you said, received assistance from Hudgells, who were

legal representation, later on.

As far as the process of the trial is concerned,

during that trial, would it have assisted you to have

somebody independent to have told you about how that was

going to go, to have had more information about, as you

say, not in legalese?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yes.

DAVID WEBBER:  Definitely.  It would have made our life

a lot easier to understand.  We could have asked

questions that were potentially more relevant rather

than going off and finding out what we were being told

and then having to come back afterwards.

So I think having, again, someone who can actually

cut through the legalese and say this is what they

actually mean, that would help.

THE CHAIR:  In terms of some of the meetings that you've

described, where you didn't have the reports or the

agenda, if you like, before the meeting, I'm sure that
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the answer to this in a way is obvious, but would you

have felt more comfortable having that beforehand where

you'd have a chance to go through that before you went

to the meeting?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yes.

DAVID WEBBER:  A hundred per cent, yeah.

THE CHAIR:  I think I've asked also, I think, Elaine Newton,

about the introductions that you had to people about

their job titles and what they did.  Again, would that

have been useful before those meetings?

DAVID WEBBER:  Yes, yeah, because --

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah, I think I alluded to the fact that I see

it as a wall of grey faces and senior titles, many of

which I don't understand because I've not, thankfully,

ever been part of the criminal justice system before,

and everything was new to us.  Everything was a first

for us.  I know a lot now, but I didn't know then,

obviously.

THE CHAIR:  So if you were told what they do rather than the

title, you would have been able to ask the right person

the right question?

EMMA WEBBER:  And I think that's where somebody who -- that

advocacy, that -- the person that can navigate -- and

I maintain that must not be and should not be Family

Liaison Officers from the police force; it has to be
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entirely independent, so that you don't miss something

that you really must be aware of, but also you don't

delve into information that is going to harm you more at

that moment in time than help.  It's hard to navigate

this horror.

THE CHAIR:  Yes.  You've referred to the Homicide Victim

Support.  That's an independent support, isn't it?

EMMA WEBBER:  I think it's funded by the Ministry of

Justice, I believe, yes.

THE CHAIR:  But that is something you would support with

fewer case -- a lower caseload.

DAVID WEBBER:  Yes.

EMMA WEBBER:  Yes, but it's -- but they still do not have

the ability to fill that role we've just asked just

before.

THE CHAIR:  No, it's afterwards, isn't it?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah --

THE CHAIR:  It's a different part of the process.

EMMA WEBBER:  Yeah, there were literally times where it's

almost being told how to breathe and how to get through

the end of each day and get out of bed.  You know, such

is the devastation, and such is the change in your life,

that you don't know which way is up anymore, for quite

some time, so deep is the shock.

THE CHAIR:  Just in terms of what we've just gone through,
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the different stages that you had some support, would it

have assisted you to have somebody right from the

outset, who followed this whole process through with

some continuity?

EMMA WEBBER:  Yes.

DAVID WEBBER:  Yes, I think someone who can navigate you

through the systems and explain, yeah, it would have

made a big difference, I think, to us.

THE CHAIR:  Yes, thank you.  That's all I have to ask.

Again, I just wanted to thank you for the very

moving pen portrait that you put together of Barney, and

I think we all get a very strong sense of him and his

life and the impact that he made on people.  Thank you.

EMMA WEBBER:  Thank you.

DAVID WEBBER:  Thank you.

THE CHAIR:  We'll rise now until 2.00.  Thank you.

(1.00 pm) 

(The Short Adjournment) 
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limitation [3]  65/15
 106/1 107/10
line [3]  42/10 84/20
 106/5
lined [1]  85/23
listed [1]  64/13
listen [2]  37/12 80/5
listened [1]  55/16
listening [4]  50/7
 67/7 78/3 88/12
literally [6]  11/24
 16/1 25/11 61/6 62/19
 113/19
little [12]  2/10 13/23
 25/3 25/5 37/3 69/12
 70/13 70/23 71/4
 75/12 98/23 107/9
live [1]  6/10
lived [2]  18/8 110/8
livelihoods [1] 
 102/16
lives [2]  13/14
 102/17
living [1]  68/7
load [1]  49/7
loads [1]  76/3
local [1]  51/8
location [1]  3/6
lock [1]  89/1
London [4]  50/18
 50/19 65/24 108/15
long [10]  31/16 33/20
 37/15 39/3 43/9 63/17
 104/24 105/24 107/21
 110/18
long-serving [1] 
 107/21
long-term [1]  110/18
longer [5]  2/10 40/17
 40/17 51/17 106/13
look [29]  2/3 4/21 5/5
 9/10 15/4 27/18 33/6
 43/4 46/12 49/8 56/4
 59/6 59/23 61/19
 65/24 70/6 73/11
 75/24 76/10 79/10
 88/6 88/21 90/21
 90/22 92/11 92/11
 92/12 93/15 104/17
looked [7]  8/11 8/22
 87/6 88/7 91/1 93/18
 101/7
looking [10]  3/4
 63/16 87/18 87/24
 88/1 90/19 93/1 94/16
 97/9 107/18
looks [4]  56/6 82/13
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looks... [2]  82/14
 82/24
loop [1]  73/8
loose [1]  83/8
lose [2]  94/3 102/15
losing [2]  88/6 103/9
loss [2]  68/11 93/13
lot [18]  12/23 28/13
 37/11 46/7 46/7 54/18
 64/13 67/17 71/24
 74/7 77/25 79/14
 85/17 90/6 94/4 103/2
 111/16 112/17
love [3]  105/8 109/17
 109/20
loved [3]  104/19
 105/12 109/16
lovely [2]  13/23
 101/6
low [1]  50/22
lower [1]  113/11
luck [2]  100/20
 100/23
luckily [1]  5/14
lunchtime [1]  15/15
lying [1]  88/4

M
made [46]  14/3 14/8
 14/15 18/11 22/20
 23/13 24/12 24/14
 29/15 29/16 33/13
 33/16 35/11 36/15
 37/22 44/7 46/3 51/15
 52/1 54/10 56/15
 57/25 59/3 59/5 63/7
 66/25 67/18 71/24
 72/3 72/4 72/11 77/23
 83/7 83/23 85/1 88/13
 98/13 104/3 108/19
 108/22 109/18 110/6
 110/6 111/15 114/8
 114/13
madness [1]  103/15
magistrate [1]  21/20
magistrates [1] 
 60/15
Mail [1]  82/17
mails [1]  58/2
main [2]  7/4 42/18
mainly [1]  19/8
maintain [1]  112/24
Majesty's [3]  92/14
 109/1 109/2
make [28]  8/14 9/24
 23/23 24/10 24/10
 24/17 26/5 26/17
 26/22 28/3 28/4 29/22
 34/6 64/21 66/12
 67/20 70/25 79/25
 85/3 86/7 93/6 95/14
 98/1 101/16 102/14
 103/12 105/17 106/12
maker [1]  72/7

makers [1]  74/6
makes [4]  51/3 74/9
 93/15 94/25
making [6]  8/16 43/2
 48/14 50/4 69/21
 103/12
making' [1]  44/9
man [7]  3/8 3/9 3/13
 4/21 77/17 78/13
 107/13
manage [6]  18/6 26/1
 71/14 71/16 72/24
 82/2
managed [4]  67/5
 82/1 96/10 96/25
management [2] 
 69/3 95/25
Manchester [1] 
 83/20
manipulator [1] 
 108/1
manner [3]  62/15
 70/6 70/9
manslaughter [5] 
 37/23 38/1 46/24 47/3
 47/17
many [25]  6/11 13/9
 21/11 26/4 39/7 59/19
 64/18 65/13 78/22
 80/8 80/8 82/10 89/12
 91/13 92/21 93/25
 93/25 95/2 106/2
 106/8 106/15 107/18
 107/21 110/8 112/13
March [5]  1/1 72/5
 72/12 72/13 89/10
mark [2]  84/24 86/14
Market [2]  15/19
 15/20
marking [1]  107/9
massive [4]  35/1
 96/7 101/10 101/25
massively [1]  87/12
master [1]  108/1
material [5]  61/21
 85/13 86/20 86/23
 87/6
matter [3]  40/16
 96/17 103/10
matters [2]  61/15
 90/14
mature [1]  95/15
maximum [1]  48/13
may [15]  1/3 10/22
 24/14 24/14 25/13
 27/4 43/21 61/17 70/1
 77/10 77/20 82/17
 86/23 92/3 104/5
May 2021 [1]  77/20
maybe [8]  3/18 11/12
 51/18 51/18 70/3
 79/23 88/12 101/16
me [44]  2/18 2/18 5/8
 6/23 7/9 8/16 8/19
 12/10 12/10 14/20
 14/25 21/23 24/5

 25/14 29/12 29/12
 31/9 33/25 36/8 40/5
 43/7 49/4 54/1 54/15
 66/9 66/17 71/12
 74/22 75/11 76/4 81/4
 82/22 83/5 83/19
 86/11 87/12 93/16
 96/18 98/21 99/3
 104/8 104/21 105/21
 110/13
mean [17]  7/14 7/17
 11/22 28/21 40/14
 42/14 45/6 52/9 57/13
 73/6 80/11 81/3 84/17
 99/24 100/18 103/15
 111/22
means [7]  9/22 23/12
 37/14 73/2 84/11
 110/18 111/3
meant [8]  21/5 24/6
 32/2 60/23 73/5 73/7
 74/4 89/16
mechanism [1]  102/5
media [8]  1/20 8/7
 8/10 63/11 64/5 66/7
 75/4 75/12
medical [3]  43/6 60/7
 91/21
medication [2]  63/1
 97/9
meds [1]  49/25
meet [4]  8/25 51/25
 69/3 105/10
meeting [65]  9/2 9/3
 9/5 9/8 17/2 17/4
 17/21 17/24 18/21
 19/9 24/20 26/6 32/8
 32/9 33/1 33/2 33/5
 33/10 34/9 34/25
 35/11 36/11 36/17
 37/17 37/20 38/17
 39/3 39/4 39/14 39/16
 41/7 41/8 41/10 41/17
 41/22 43/18 43/22
 44/15 44/22 44/24
 47/4 49/2 49/5 49/6
 50/5 50/7 50/9 52/14
 52/22 53/20 54/25
 55/25 56/2 56/13
 58/18 61/12 61/12
 69/8 72/5 79/21 80/3
 80/13 80/17 111/25
 112/4
meetings [5]  32/24
 35/22 42/1 111/23
 112/10
members [3]  86/20
 91/19 91/25
memory [3]  9/19 40/8
 40/18
mental [25]  18/20
 21/21 31/5 38/22
 41/17 42/20 46/15
 60/11 78/15 96/1 96/3
 96/6 96/9 96/20 97/9
 97/19 97/21 97/25

 98/4 98/6 98/9 98/17
 99/9 99/10 108/7
mentally [4]  19/1
 96/23 97/13 97/15
mention [2]  18/20
 60/18
mentioned [4]  14/21
 46/24 47/3 110/2
message [11]  1/20
 8/22 16/13 76/16
 82/18 83/17 83/21
 83/24 84/4 84/25
 109/8
messaged [3]  1/22
 8/19 8/20
messages [5]  75/3
 75/7 83/7 83/11 83/12
met [8]  8/24 11/12
 12/18 15/24 16/21
 19/11 79/12 79/17
Meynell [4]  12/18
 16/5 75/16 83/16
Michelle [1]  8/3
might [14]  4/14 14/13
 21/23 22/25 26/25
 27/8 28/4 30/22 34/2
 49/4 70/16 70/17 76/6
 80/19
miles [1]  4/7
Milton [1]  46/5
mind [5]  35/16 42/20
 80/14 83/23 109/25
minibus [1]  6/9
Ministry [1]  113/8
Minster [1]  9/19
minute [2]  12/19
 55/19
minuted [1]  44/24
minutes [4]  6/18
 32/13 80/19 81/21
miscarriage [1] 
 100/10
misconduct [2] 
 76/23 76/23
misleading [1]  23/6
miss [5]  13/24 13/24
 34/1 109/20 113/1
missed [2]  99/17
 108/22
mistakes [3]  28/10
 29/15 29/16
mistreatment [1] 
 94/9
mitigate [1]  62/23
Mm [1]  45/16
Mm-hm [1]  45/16
Moloney [1]  106/22
moment [8]  6/13
 16/9 55/17 85/8 96/19
 100/15 103/2 113/4
Monday [1]  101/24
monster [2]  63/19
 109/15
month [1]  25/11
more [27]  2/11 8/12
 12/23 26/4 26/22 27/7

 27/7 27/13 33/23
 44/16 49/7 79/5 93/1
 96/22 97/21 97/21
 97/25 97/25 98/19
 99/6 104/19 106/15
 107/9 111/12 111/17
 112/2 113/3
morning [10]  1/18
 2/10 29/12 35/17
 47/14 50/23 55/18
 68/23 69/18 74/20
most [8]  15/6 54/13
 81/8 85/4 86/10 92/4
 107/5 107/21
mother [1]  104/14
motivated [1]  67/2
motive [2]  56/9 56/10
move [4]  3/17 32/24
 36/5 73/11
moved [2]  17/11
 65/16
movements [1] 
 108/15
moving [2]  61/21
 114/11
movingly [1]  104/3
MP [2]  47/5 65/21
Mr [6]  34/8 35/20
 40/19 56/14 61/2
 84/11
Mr Cumberpatch [1] 
 84/11
Mr Hendy [1]  35/20
Mr Khalil [1]  40/19
Mr Sanders [2]  34/8
 61/2
Mr Webber [1]  56/14
Ms [3]  1/7 1/8 115/5
MS LANGDALE [2] 
 1/8 115/5
much [31]  10/24
 13/16 14/19 22/3
 24/23 26/8 26/13
 27/13 27/23 29/9
 29/11 44/13 47/13
 47/14 51/17 57/25
 66/18 71/2 72/11 74/2
 76/18 77/19 79/9
 80/17 81/24 87/9
 96/11 99/2 101/16
 105/1 106/12
Multi [1]  98/18
Multi-agency [1] 
 98/18
multiple [2]  30/14
 88/5
mum [1]  8/17
murder [6]  26/14
 38/7 38/8 47/16 81/4
 81/5
murdered [8]  4/22
 29/3 29/4 33/19 54/15
 64/3 107/12 108/18
murderer [2]  15/8
 47/15
murders [2]  30/25
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M
murders... [1]  45/4
must [16]  15/7 28/5
 36/20 36/21 36/23
 81/19 85/18 96/23
 97/3 97/4 98/18 106/8
 109/7 109/13 112/24
 113/2
mustn't [1]  28/6
my [57]  1/20 2/3 2/14
 4/1 5/10 8/2 8/7 8/18
 8/20 11/10 11/23
 11/25 14/24 16/9
 18/25 20/2 21/10 23/2
 25/22 28/23 29/3 29/3
 29/6 37/25 38/2 42/15
 44/11 45/17 47/24
 48/23 49/18 50/16
 53/14 54/13 54/14
 59/16 62/3 63/9 64/3
 70/3 71/10 72/17 80/7
 85/11 86/5 87/13 88/4
 94/18 94/18 95/7
 97/18 103/25 106/17
 107/12 109/9 109/12
 109/25
myself [5]  37/6 52/9
 53/7 67/24 95/4

N
nail [1]  105/6
naively [1]  70/4
name [7]  18/4 50/8
 78/15 85/1 90/22
 106/15 109/15
names [1]  78/4
Nathan [1]  13/20
navigate [4]  73/18
 112/23 113/4 114/6
near [1]  44/3
nearly [3]  72/13 96/5
 96/6
necessarily [1]  84/17
need [27]  5/5 5/10
 6/16 24/10 35/25 36/1
 41/2 42/2 54/13 63/19
 65/25 70/15 73/24
 84/21 86/6 92/25
 96/20 97/13 97/15
 97/16 101/20 102/4
 104/16 104/16 105/3
 106/3 108/20
needed [11]  33/22
 33/22 36/16 65/2
 67/19 67/19 71/8
 71/12 96/1 101/2
 105/1
needs [8]  28/2 29/21
 48/19 88/3 98/15
 101/23 101/23 102/22
neighbour [1]  99/1
Neil [1]  106/22
Neil Hudgell [1] 
 106/22
neither [1]  20/9

never [29]  8/21 9/7
 10/7 14/25 20/23 29/6
 29/7 29/18 29/18
 44/11 65/10 71/21
 72/3 72/3 82/6 82/8
 88/8 88/9 88/11 88/25
 89/2 89/4 95/15
 103/17 104/22 104/22
 107/24 108/16 108/19
new [6]  43/7 46/2
 78/1 83/9 105/14
 112/16
news [8]  2/11 3/3
 7/15 27/7 27/8 29/11
 45/13 83/5
newspaper [1]  12/14
Newton [3]  10/23
 110/4 112/7
next [9]  8/24 15/18
 21/17 41/10 41/25
 57/11 75/17 76/15
 90/8
NGPF0001320 [1] 
 82/11
NGPF0002505 [1] 
 58/7
NGPF0002572 [1] 
 59/18
NGPF0004150 [1] 
 54/22
NGPF0007209 [1] 
 68/25
NGPF0011160 [2] 
 76/8 76/8
NHS [4]  2/12 73/14
 95/23 102/21
nice [1]  37/21
NICHE [1]  22/3
nicked [1]  51/11
night [1]  8/21
nightmares [2]  93/17
 107/23
no [76]  1/22 1/23
 2/17 5/9 6/9 6/9 10/11
 10/12 10/13 12/16
 13/3 13/4 17/7 17/15
 17/15 17/19 18/18
 19/4 20/9 20/11 20/15
 20/23 24/12 28/1 33/1
 33/14 34/16 35/3
 38/12 38/13 39/19
 40/12 42/4 42/9 44/23
 45/23 46/8 51/13
 53/22 56/9 56/10
 56/19 57/2 58/19
 58/19 58/21 60/18
 60/19 60/20 60/21
 61/1 62/7 62/13 77/25
 78/9 78/12 78/14
 78/16 79/25 80/16
 80/23 81/1 84/5 89/23
 91/11 92/11 92/19
 92/20 95/19 96/7
 100/19 102/15 103/19
 105/3 108/11 113/16
nobody [1]  56/10

nodded [4]  6/4 10/21
 64/7 98/14
noise [3]  71/24
 102/14 106/12
nomadic [3]  17/15
 17/25 18/18
non [5]  74/13 74/14
 74/21 91/23 99/10
non-attendance [1] 
 99/10
non-disclosure [1] 
 74/14
non-legitimate [1] 
 91/23
non-reportable [2] 
 74/13 74/21
none [4]  18/11 51/3
 59/7 78/16
normal [1]  25/18
normally [2]  1/25
 12/3
not [157] 
note [4]  13/23 43/25
 49/8 78/24
notes [3]  28/15 43/19
 43/20
nothing [12]  15/4
 24/2 24/8 26/22 28/7
 43/10 76/12 77/4
 79/25 94/19 108/8
 109/10
Nottingham [24]  4/1
 4/15 9/3 9/18 11/16
 11/20 12/17 13/15
 15/23 17/18 17/22
 51/7 58/4 60/4 65/9
 70/18 70/20 72/8
 89/10 89/21 91/18
 99/10 109/2 109/3
Nottinghamshire [5] 
 25/23 41/19 69/16
 87/22 109/3
November [11]  17/23
 32/9 32/24 35/10
 38/24 39/3 40/1 55/25
 56/3 56/3 58/11
now [43]  3/22 4/20
 5/11 11/8 22/12 23/10
 24/18 24/24 25/11
 26/19 27/4 28/22
 30/20 31/2 31/11 32/3
 38/12 49/6 49/25 51/2
 51/15 52/4 54/1 56/23
 57/16 57/17 62/9
 70/10 71/23 74/22
 76/24 82/11 94/6
 94/14 95/13 97/20
 103/22 103/24 104/5
 105/14 107/8 112/17
 114/16
number [6]  8/18
 10/16 45/21 48/10
 61/15 102/1
numbers [2]  10/14
 87/1

O
o'clock [2]  7/19
 50/23
O'Malley [3]  46/14
 58/8 62/25
O'Malley-Kumar [3] 
 46/14 58/8 62/25
object [1]  62/1
objection [1]  62/7
obvious [5]  18/7 67/2
 87/5 91/5 112/1
obviously [17]  10/6
 22/7 26/4 34/23 41/12
 52/7 52/11 55/15 62/9
 68/9 85/12 85/17
 88/23 100/6 110/7
 111/6 112/18
occasions [2]  10/16
 48/10
occurred [1]  31/5
October [4]  31/6
 32/11 38/18 38/24
October 2023 [1] 
 31/6
odd [2]  90/7 104/8
off [10]  5/19 48/2
 48/5 48/6 71/7 72/11
 80/23 81/25 81/25
 111/18
offence [3]  60/2 60/3
 62/10
offences [1]  60/17
offensive [5]  23/3
 25/4 25/6 54/19 65/7
offer [1]  41/10
offered [6]  11/2
 41/22 69/6 98/10
 102/12 106/25
office [2]  70/5 72/23
officer [18]  5/4 6/24
 16/21 24/21 26/7
 30/23 39/21 43/24
 60/2 63/4 71/11 76/15
 82/13 82/19 84/12
 88/7 94/18 108/9
officer's [2]  72/10
 75/17
officers [25]  4/10
 8/18 27/3 27/17 27/19
 27/19 29/23 29/23
 39/12 39/13 48/5 58/3
 61/14 65/23 67/20
 68/6 71/21 83/6 84/14
 85/5 86/23 94/19 95/2
 107/22 112/25
often [3]  27/16 45/14
 84/22
oh [12]  3/18 4/15
 13/4 23/23 51/5 51/6
 53/2 57/1 72/9 72/17
 80/4 110/20
okay [6]  1/21 70/14
 74/9 74/23 81/9
 101/21
old [5]  6/6 31/16

 67/25 107/12 107/13
omissions [1]  82/6
omit [1]  55/15
on [152] 
once [2]  2/11 104/15
one [45]  1/22 2/17
 4/10 5/24 6/3 6/11 7/5
 9/5 13/4 13/20 14/12
 14/17 15/6 15/19
 22/15 26/5 36/15 37/2
 42/16 49/2 50/16
 50/16 50/23 52/7
 52/15 54/14 55/25
 56/6 57/21 59/20 67/9
 68/14 70/16 72/14
 75/11 78/11 81/4
 81/18 86/17 88/7 96/7
 104/19 106/7 107/21
 107/24
one o'clock [1]  50/23
one's [1]  72/8
ones [3]  84/12 95/3
 105/13
ongoing [1]  84/10
online [3]  33/2 35/12
 55/7
only [17]  6/18 26/16
 28/16 36/9 36/22 49/4
 49/20 50/19 53/25
 59/3 67/24 68/21
 79/16 81/2 84/25
 103/7 106/4
onto [1]  12/19
onwards [3]  44/19
 79/2 108/4
ooh [1]  7/20
opened [2]  7/21
 52/18
opening [2]  59/9
 92/15
operational [2]  30/23
 108/9
opinion [4]  25/23
 37/13 59/16 70/11
opinionated [1] 
 26/10
opportunities [1] 
 108/22
opportunity [8]  15/10
 15/21 18/17 34/2
 58/20 67/4 68/21
 75/24
opposite [2]  50/11
 52/21
or [91]  2/5 8/1 9/8
 9/22 9/25 10/4 10/9
 10/10 11/4 13/13
 14/14 15/24 18/20
 18/25 19/21 20/9
 20/11 20/14 24/14
 25/16 27/1 27/2 27/2
 27/9 31/10 36/17
 38/15 39/21 41/19
 44/4 44/12 46/22 47/9
 49/12 50/4 50/4 50/18
 50/19 50/23 51/11
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O
or... [51]  56/16 59/5
 61/17 62/12 63/23
 66/12 68/13 68/23
 69/2 70/1 70/1 70/24
 72/1 72/5 72/24 73/17
 74/13 74/18 75/21
 75/25 76/11 76/11
 77/7 82/9 84/16 84/19
 84/23 87/1 87/24 88/2
 89/16 91/9 94/4 96/13
 96/14 96/17 97/9
 99/14 100/2 100/7
 100/21 100/22 102/2
 102/3 104/1 106/20
 108/11 108/12 109/10
 110/6 111/24
Orchard [1]  16/2
order [2]  50/2 110/19
organisation [1] 
 88/19
organisations [6] 
 73/12 73/14 78/25
 94/10 103/8 103/23
other [32]  5/11 5/12
 5/13 7/13 8/14 9/22
 11/2 12/9 13/12 25/17
 37/3 42/10 42/15
 42/24 58/2 65/5 65/8
 67/8 77/8 78/25 84/12
 95/19 98/22 99/2 99/2
 101/8 102/7 102/7
 102/10 104/20 110/3
 111/5
others [4]  13/12 27/6
 69/1 96/25
otherwise [2]  10/1
 93/9
our [75]  3/23 3/23
 4/10 7/13 8/2 8/3 8/12
 8/13 8/17 10/14 15/8
 17/21 20/6 20/25
 20/25 21/1 23/21 26/3
 26/6 26/20 30/18
 31/18 32/6 32/19
 32/20 35/11 37/4
 39/12 44/15 47/15
 51/15 52/13 52/24
 58/22 58/22 59/8
 64/18 67/5 67/20 68/7
 68/11 68/14 68/21
 70/7 72/4 74/11 78/20
 80/2 81/16 83/25
 86/10 87/8 88/22 92/5
 93/13 94/8 96/9 96/9
 99/6 100/4 101/7
 102/6 104/9 105/5
 105/12 105/21 106/10
 106/11 106/11 106/13
 106/24 107/3 108/22
 108/23 111/15
ours [2]  67/19 68/8
ourselves [2]  33/3
 96/22
out [54]  2/12 4/10 5/1

 5/23 6/7 7/10 7/16 8/8
 11/1 12/9 15/9 16/2
 19/6 19/21 20/17
 22/25 29/1 35/6 46/8
 49/6 49/10 50/3 51/5
 51/11 59/2 61/5 65/10
 65/13 66/18 68/16
 70/13 73/21 77/10
 78/17 79/3 80/3 82/23
 84/1 85/3 85/19 89/22
 93/8 95/3 99/8 99/15
 100/22 101/24 102/14
 103/20 106/16 107/1
 107/4 111/18 113/21
outcome [1]  95/24
outright [1]  20/13
outset [2]  106/25
 114/3
outside [4]  4/7 4/8
 36/11 67/1
outstanding [6]  19/7
 19/25 25/10 60/1 60/4
 99/15
over [18]  7/15 12/13
 14/23 15/23 41/2 42/3
 49/16 58/9 62/24 72/2
 84/24 92/10 96/5
 99/23 103/14 103/14
 103/16 103/16
overlooked [1]  90/9
overspeaking [4]  7/8
 22/24 34/13 102/1
oversteps [1]  86/14
overwhelmed [2] 
 62/18 64/2
overwhelming [1] 
 62/14
own [12]  11/25 25/21
 49/18 58/8 58/22 74/3
 96/24 99/12 102/15
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