Statement of Local Authority 
Filed pursuant to case management directions 
 
1. The Local Authority is committed to supporting all children in its area no matter what their abilities might be. Self-evidently this must mean that for children to be treated equally they must be treated differently. 
 
2. The ‘Old Harry’ annual summer camp has been run by West Midlands Local Authority for over 30 years. The camp runs for the six weeks of the school summer holidays and pupils are invited to attend for a week at a time. The camp is staffed by teachers, youth service workers and specialist ‘outward bound’ leaders. In addition, there are support staff to provide catering, transport and administrative support. At least five of the staff are qualified first aiders.  
 
3. There is a full risk assessment for both the camp and all activities. 
 
4. The activities that all children participate in include helping with the cooking and washing up; kayaking; rock climbing; orienteering; swimming at the nearby beach; field sports; and there is a disco on the final night of each week. 
 
5. Although all activities are pitched at ‘beginner level’, all children are expected to be sufficiently healthy and robust to be able to participate. As a matter of fact, some children with chronic illnesses, such as severe asthma or have reduced immune systems, have accepted our advice that this camp is not for them. 
 
6. The camp is heavily subsidised by the Local Authority. It is funded on the basis that all children will be in groups and there can be no 1:1 supervision for cost reasons.  
 
7. April Snow is a child with Down’s. She was admitted to the West Midlands Girls School (BGS), a non-selective school, when she was 11. BGS is a mainstream school but has a specialist unit within it for children with learning and other difficulties. April attends that unit. She does join the mainstream part of the school for Art, Music, Home Economics and Games. In cookery classes and games, some of the activities are modified so that she can participate. 
 
8. Much as the Local Authority understands Mrs Snow’s’ wish for her daughter to attend the camp, it would neither be safe nor practicable for her to attend. 
 

