Tribunal Procedure Rules and Practice Statements 
 
Rule 2 - The Overriding Objective 
 
 
1. The overriding objective of these Rules is to enable the Tribunal to deal with cases fairly and justly.  
 
2. Dealing with a case fairly and justly includes—  
 
a. Dealing with the case in ways which are proportionate to the importance of the case, the complexity of the issues, the anticipated costs and the resources of the parties and of the Tribunal;  
b. Avoiding unnecessary formality and seeking flexibility in the proceedings; 
c. Ensuring, so far as practicable, that the parties are able to participate fully in the proceedings;  
(d) Using any special expertise of the Tribunal effectively; and  
(e) Avoiding delay, so far as compatible with proper consideration of the issues.  
 
(3) The Tribunal must seek to give effect to the overriding objective when it— 
  (a) Exercises any power under these Rules; or  
(b) Interprets any rule or practice direction.  
 
(4) Parties must— 
  (a) help the Tribunal to further the overriding objective; and 
(b) co-operate with the Tribunal generally. 
 
Rule 5 – Case Management Powers (extracts) 
 
The Tribunal may: 
1. Give a direction in relation to the conduct or disposal of proceedings at any time; 
2. May extend or shorten the time for complying with any rule; 
3. May permit or require a party or another person to provide documents, information, evidence or submissions to the Tribunal or a party; 
4. Deal with an issue in proceedings as a preliminary issue; 
5. Decide the form of any hearing; 
 
 
Rule 7 – Failure to comply with the rules 
 
1. Any irregularity resulting from a failure to comply with any requirement in these Rules, a practice direction or a direction, does not of itself render void the proceedings or any step taken in the proceedings. 
2. If any party has failed to comply with a requirement in these Rules, a practice direction or a direction, the Tribunal may take such action as it considers just, which may include: 
a. Waiving the requirement; 
b. Requiring the failure to be remedied; 
 
Rule 9 – Substitution or addition of parties 
 
1. The Tribunal may give a direction substituting a party. 
2. The Tribunal may give a direction adding a party to the proceedings. 
3. If the Tribunal gives a direction under (1) or (2) above it may give any consequential directions. 
 
Rule 10 – No power to award costs 
 
The Tribunal may not make any order in respect of costs (or in Scotland, expenses).  


 
Practice Statement dated 01.04.18 
Service of documents 
 
This Practice Statement requires all parties to serve on both the Tribunal and the other parties at the addresses registered for the purposes of any appeal, all written evidence no later than five working days before the commencement of the hearing. A working day excludes Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays. 

